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Further information:

Helvetas Balz Strasser

Community of Prac-

tice on Water for Food

Information on

the KOFF roundtable

„Water Linking People“

KOFF consultation on Kosovo
KOFF hosted a special consultation on Dealing with the Past in Kosovo at the end
of June. Guest speakers were Roland Salvisberg and Jonathan Sisson. The for-
mer is Swiss Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Political Division IV) program
officer for the Balkans, and the latter KOFF’s own Dealing with the Past program
officer. Swiss foreign policy in the Balkans and especially in Kosovo relies on a
Dealing with the Past approach. The consultation, which marked Salvisberg’s
posting as Interim Head of the Swiss Mission in Kosovo for two months, provi-
ded an opportunity to explore the possibility of developing  a common strategy
and synergies among Swiss state and non-state actors in the region. It also
enabled the various Swiss stakeholders to discuss their concern about recent
developments.

Much of the discussion focused on PD IV’s efforts to ensure that a Dealing with
the Past approach is taken into account in the Comprehensive Proposal for Koso-
vo Status Settlement drafted by UN Special Envoy Martti Ahtisaari, and in any UN
Security Council Resolution or EU mission. The questions raised included the role
of civil society in Kosovo, of the diaspora in Switzerland, and ways in which
Swiss NGOs could help develop Dealing with the Past capacity and expertise.

24.08.2007

„Community of Practice“
on water management and conflict prevention
Water management has great potential for peace-related work. There are many
local and international examples of how water can bring people together. Deve-
lopment cooperation practitioners and researchers were able to exchange expe-
riences in mid June at a special KOFF event on „Water Linking People“.

Continuing the discussion at the international level KOFF organized an electronic
exchange platform over four weeks in July and August as part of the „Commu-
nity of Practice on Water for Food“, with Helvetas as facilitator. The aim was to
intensify information exchanges and a mutual learning process while adding to
the store of general knowledge. The discussions have been summarized and can
be accessed on the internet site.

KOFF has also produced an InfoSheet on the topic entitled „Water Linking People
– the potential of water for cooperation“. The swisspeace annual conference on
13 November will focus on „Environmental Peace-building: Managing natural
resource conflicts in a changing world“. 14.08.2007

mailto:sisson@swisspeace.ch
mailto:roland.salvisberg-pri@eda.admin.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/south-eastern-europe-resources/index.html#c894
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/south-eastern-europe-resources/index.html#c894
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
mailto:balz.strasser@helvetas.org
http://www.water-for-food.ch
http://www.water-for-food.ch
http://www.water-for-food.ch
 http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=1067&id=504
 http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=1067&id=504
 http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=1067&id=504
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NCA

KOFF „Do no Harm“

website

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

Focus

„Do no harm“ training for trainers in Norway
KOFF participated in a course to train trainers in „Do no Harm“ in Oslo at the
beginning of July. The eight-day course was organized by Norwegian Church
Aid (NCA). The 13 who benefited from the training — all either from the NCA or
NCA partner organizations — came from different parts of Africa and Asia as
well as from Norway itself. The NCA is active in over seventy countries and
plans to make „Do no Harm“ part of all programs. The course was given by
Anita Müller (KOFF), Wolfgang Heinrich (EED) and Jochen Neumann (Kurve
Wustrow). 09.07.2007

FriEnt/KOFF workshop
on the legitimacy of transitional justice mechanisms
Legitimacy plays a key role in connecting transitional justice mecha-
nisms to sustainable peace. There are three dimensions which ought to
be taken into consideration in this regard: the input into transitional
justice mechanisms, the right of the „demos“ to act on behalf of the
stakeholders, and the value of the output. This was the topic of a FriEnt/
KOFF workshop at an international conference in Nuremberg.

The Working Group on Development and Peace (FriEnt) and the Center for Peace-
building (KOFF) organized a workshop on „Justice Mechanisms and the Question
of Legitimacy – Concepts and Challenges“ in the framework of the international
Conference „Building a Future on Peace and Justice“ from 25 – 27 June 2007 in
Nuremberg, Germany. The conference was organized by the governments of
Germany, Jordan, and Finland in co-operation with the International Center for
Transitional Justice and the Crisis Management Initiative. It focused on current
developments in the field of transitional justice, especially with regard to the
problem of combating impunity in connection with the negotiation and imple-
mentation of peace agreements. Based on presentations and panel discussions,
the Frient/KOFF workshop sought to clarify the legitimacy of transitional justice
mechanisms in Rwanda, Bosnia & Herzegovina, and Lebanon.

Barbara Omen of the Roosevelt Academy in Middelburg (NL) argued that there
are three criteria useful in defining legitimacy in transitional contexts: the input in
the transitional justice process; the adherence to the „demos“ concerned, whe-
ther this is the international community, the nation-state or the locality; and the
output. An empirical approach should also take into account two crucial pre-
conditions for establishing legitimacy: a communicative strategy, as well as the
involvement of all stakeholders in processes of consensual, rather than majorita-
rian decision-making.

Website of the

conference

http://english.nca.no/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html#c877
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html#c877
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html#c877
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.peace-justice-conference.info/documents.asp
http://www.peace-justice-conference.info/documents.asp
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Input, „demos“, and output

Input legitimacy concerns the degree to which people adhere to the procedures
by which transitional justice mechanisms were set up and the principles on
which they are based. Input legitimacy is enhanced through building on values
that enjoy broad acceptance among the community. At the international level, it
is crucial to have the initial support of the country concerned.

The most important lessons from Rwanda concerning the role of the legitimacy
of the „demos“ in determining the legitimacy of transitional justice mechanisms
might well lie at the level of the nation-state. Despite its flaws, the nation-state
is still the most logical community of belonging. An element contributing to the
legitimacy of the „demos“ can be public participation in the design and the
staffing of the institutions.

Finally, the output of all transitional justice mechanisms is involved. Legitimacy is
attained through, amongst others, the speediness of procedures, the amount of
cases heard, the accessibility (both physical and in terms of language), and the
selection of cases.

Rwanda’s multi-layered justice mechanisms

In the case of Rwanda, Genocide justice is not only dispensed by the Internatio-
nal Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in Arusha, as well as universal jurisdic-
tion procedures in a host of countries over the world, but also by the National
Unity and Reconciliation Commission (NURC), the domestic courts, and the neo-
traditional gacaca. The ICTR’s mandate was completely in line with international
human rights law, while the neo-traditional gacaca drew on two sources of input
legitimacy: international human rights discourse (be it with serious flaws) and
values deemed customary. The ICTR was de-legitimized through its slow and
costly procedures but also through its failure to incriminate RPF-members. The
domestic courts, in contrast, gained legitimacy through their output that increa-
sed in quality and quantity over the years. The NURC and the gacaca, in terms of
long-term outcome, were de-legitimized through the single-handed emphasis on
reconciliation that leaves little space for alternative narratives, individual ac-
countability, and feelings of anger and grievance.

Concepts and challenges in Bosnia and Herzegovina

With respect to the legitimacy of justice mechanisms in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
the establishment of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
(ICTY) marked a new stage in the development of international justice. Yet the
argument that the Tribunal is a political tool in the hands of the West has been
repeated by the opponents since its early days. Nevertheless the Tribunal has
developed into a respected and powerful instrument of international justice. ICTY’s
crucial intervention was the creation of the War Crimes Chamber of the State
Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina (WCC) as a local judicial mechanism. It ensu-
red that a serious attempt was made by society to address war crimes and
crimes against humanity.
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Lebanon and the legitimacy of justice mechanisms

In Lebanon, the current project of establishing a hybrid Tribunal (the so-called
„Hariri Tribunal“) will mark the first time any form of prosecution takes place
following a political crime. The tribunal has been created under the UN Charter.
Its judicial legitimacy is therefore unquestionable, but its political legitimacy is
already being disputed. It is clear that this tribunal is not a transitional measure
per se. In that context, the tribunal‘s strategy of communication will be essential
for the credibility of its work. Also the location of the tribunal will play a major
role in shaping the public perception. Furthermore, the cooperation between
Syria and the tribunal will be a key component of the success of that institution.

General Findings of the Nuremberg workshop

The legitimacy of justice mechanisms is not a given but a quality that has to be
gained, and explained, on a case by case basis. One of the central lessons in
socio-legal studies is that the more people know about courts, the more they
tend to appreciate them. An international court has the greatest chance of being
perceived as legitimate if it involves the people concerned in its set-up, includes
values held and procedures respected locally, and explicitly communicates its
underlying values, justifies the fact that it acts on behalf of a community of
belonging and – in its selection of cases and wider aims – takes peoples percep-
tions into account and communicates its results to them. The way in which the
media are involved in broadcasting information on a wide range of transitional
justice initiatives in countries like Sierra Leone, East Timor and Rwanda, often at
village level, can serve as examples. The fact that the nation-state is still the
most logical community of belonging, indicates that the priorities in setting up
transitional justice mechanisms should lie at this level, for instance through put-
ting more resources into strengthening domestic courts than is currently the case.

Further information:

KOFF Jonathan Sisson

mailto:sisson@swisspeace.ch
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Swiss Catholic Lenten

Fund projects in DRC

Further information:

Swiss Catholic Lenten

Fund Lothar Seethaler

Additional information

from PWS

News from Swiss NGOs

PWS monitors elections and human
rights situation in southern Mexico
A small team of volunteers from Peace Watch Switzerland (PWS) has been pre-
sent since July in Oaxaca in the south of Mexico. In collaboration with „Educa“,
a  local non-governmental organization specialized in the election process, PWS
will attempt to analyze the continuing social conflict in the context of the local
elections. PWS also works with other local organizations: PBI Mexico, Sipaz and
Witness for Peace.

The approach of the PWS volunteers is quite different from the usual election
observation procedures. They follow the entire election process very closely, from
the start of campaigning to the day those elected take office. The objective of
this six-month long project is to view the election process from the human rights
perspective, making a qualitative evaluation of the democratic process and of
the general human rights situation in the federal state of Oaxaca.

Political violence has continued unabated following the parliamentary elections
of 5 August. The arbitrary arrest, torture, and disappearance or murder of anyone

Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund program
of political participation and peace work in Congo
The Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund (Fastenopfer) and the Justitia et Pax National
Commission have launched a program in Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo for civil society and local government leaders. The more than 7000
local committees throughout the DRC include representatives of civil society
organizations, various churches and religious communities as well as local  busi-
nesses. The committees, in collaboration with chosen representatives and local
government offices, do their best to help the local population and satisfy the
needs of various interest groups. The committees are supported by the 50 or so
dioceses and 1400 local Justitia et Pax commissions, which teach them about
DRC legislation. The program has the support of the Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Cooperation (SDC).

The Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund is involved in another program with several
hundred village, district and women’s organizations in former war zones in the
central area (Sankuru) and in the east of the DRC (North Katanga and South
Kivu). This program addresses the problem of how to deal with the consequences
of war-related violence and how to prevent sexual violence. It focuses on sensi-
tivization, protection and prevention with regard to sexual and sexualized vio-
lence, teaching traditional village „courts“ about modern legislation, providing
further education and systematic support for native therapists in the villages,
while lobbying for more health centers and hospitals. At a later stage the pro-
gram may be taken over and further developed by the local committees.

15.08.2007

http://www.fastenopfer.ch/de/projekte/projekte.asp?mode=landprojwahl&num=115.125837
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/de/projekte/projekte.asp?mode=landprojwahl&num=115.125837
mailto:Seethaler@fastenopfer.ch
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.peacewatch.ch
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Further nformation:

Rajo-IPDS

Forum for Peace Educati-

on, Ueli Wildberger

Forum for Peace

Education 

Additional information

on the „Somalis“
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Institut of

Federalism

Dialogues on Federalism
Early august, the Institut of Federalism organized the first Dialogues on Federa-
lism in cooperation with the Center for Local and Regional Governance of the
University of the Philippines. On the panel, local experts discussed the pros and
cons of introducing a federal system in the Philippines. Nicole Töpperwien was
invited as an independent Swiss expert to scale down the sometimes inflated
expectations, but also to point out, where decentralization might not be enough
to solve longstanding conflicts.

The first dialogue took place in the capital city, Manila, the second in Dumaguete,
provincial capital of Negros Oriental. During the discussions, it became evident,
that the conflict in Muslim Mindanao is not on top of the political agenda in these
two regions. The focal point of discussion was the relationship between the
provinces and „imperial Manila“, and the question of local languages.

Training in Switzerland for Somali „multipliers“
A weekend of training for young people from different Somali regional groups
within the Rajo — Integration, Peace & Development of Somalia (Rajo IPDS)
organization was held in July. It was the first of a series of training events that
will be part of the new two-year program of Rajo, an association of Somalis in
the Swiss diaspora. Participants in the training learn how to deal with violence
and conflict and various ways to solve conflicts without resorting to violence, all
modeled on the traditional Somali way of defusing conflicts. In the context of
their own cultural identity they also learn to accept differences and recognize
prejudice. The training was conducted by Ueli Wildberger of the Forum for Peace
Education.

The goal of the project is to train people who will then train others in their regio-
nal groups. In this way it is hoped that the Somalis in Switzerland will acquire a
better understanding of how to deal with integration problems, and a better
understanding of their fellow countrymen. This will ultimately benefit the peace
process in Somalia. The project receives financial support from the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation (SDC), as well as from Caritas Switzerland and
the „Stiftung zur Förderung von Randgruppen“.

Rajo IPDS and the Forum for Peace Education first worked together in 2003,
organizing a training cycle for Somali elders that contributed to the networking
and education of regional groups in Switzerland,  of which there are now nine.

24.08.2007

belonging to the „Asamblea Popular de los Pueblos de Oaxaca“ (APPO) civil
rights movement has continued uninterrupted. It is feared that following the
mayoral elections of 7 October in the 570 Oaxaca districts there may be another
outbreak of vengeful violence against APPO and other human rights activists.

Further information:

PWS, Philipp Gerber

mailto:ueliw@dataway.ch
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/Sites/Kampagnen.htm#Somalis
http://www.federalism.ch
http://www.federalism.ch
mailto:chiapas@peacewatch.ch
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Further information:

Swiss Peace Council

Peter Weishaupt

Minutes from the first

meeting of the working

group

Further information:

Institut of Federalism

Eva Schmassmann
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Further information:

World Vision Stefanie Jud

More information

from Peace Watch

Switzerland

The discussions also showed that the expectations set into a change of govern-
ment system towards federalism are inflated. In the first place, it is important to
analyze the flaws in the implementation of decentralization, before going fe-
deral. 27.08.2007

Preparations for UN Day of Non-Violence
On 15 June the UN General Assembly declared October 2, the birthday of Mahat-
ma Gandhi, as the International Day of Non-Violence. A working group formed
by Swiss non-governmental organizations hopes to make this a very special day
in Switzerland, and in particular throughout the educational system. At its first
meeting on 13 August, organized by the Swiss Peace Council and the Christian
Peace Service’s „Centre pour l’action non-violente“ in Bern, the working group
discussed concrete proposals and „content“ for the Day. These include: a sug-
gestion that in future October 2 would be reserved for discussions on this subject
in all schools; an event in Geneva to be attended by Foreign Minister Micheline
Calmy-Rey; a discussion on the theme „What does Gandhi mean to us today“;
the preparation of appropriate teaching materials; and a summary of non-violent
alternatives for current conflicts around the world. The most immediate proposal
is to make active use of the media for the first International Day of Non-Violence
this coming October 2. The next meeting of the working group is scheduled for
September 3. 13.08.2007

World Vision Balkans peace-building summer camp
The World Vision (WV) camp in Montenegro brought together 45 young people
aged 13-18 from Kosovo, Albania, Serbia and Montenegro in June. The camp
encourages the acceptance of differences and tries to help young people over-
come prejudices and stereotypes they encounter in their daily lives. They disco-
ver that despite ethnic and religious differences they have much in common, not
only in their experience of hardships and the consequences of war, but also
similar interests and hobbies. So-called „peer to peer“ training enables the youths
to take the lead in running the sessions, with guidance from World Vision staff.
The camp was organized by WV Kosovo in partnership with the microfinance
intstitutions AgroInvest Serbia, AgroInvest Montenegro and WV Albania. It was
funded by WV Switzerland and the Eagle Down Foundation. Another peace-buil-
ding camp took place in July, in Abkhazia. 18.08.2007

mailto:info@friedensrat.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/60/friedensrat.pdf
mailto:Eva.Schmassmann@unifr.ch 
mailto:s.jud@worldvision.ch
http://meero.worldvision.org/news_article.php?newsID=1276&countryID=8
http://meero.worldvision.org/news_article.php?newsID=1276&countryID=8
http://meero.worldvision.org/news_article.php?newsID=1276&countryID=8
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Further information:

Fondation Hirondelle

Marco Domeniconi

Additional information

from Hirondelle about

„Cotton Tree News“
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Brookings-Bern Project 

on Internal

Displacement

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Fondation Hirondelle’s Cotton Tree News
covers the elections in Sierra Leone
In August, Sierra Leone voted in the second presidential and parliamentary elec-
tion since the war. This was the first election run by the new National Election
Commission (NEC) and the first since UN peacekeepers left the country two
years ago.  There were minor irregularities, but overall the sentiment in the large
crowds was peaceful. Cotton Tree News (CTN), Fondation Hirondelle’s newest
radio station was on air.  Fondation Hirondelle’s CTN team was made up of 24
journalists included 5 volunteers. Following the polling, CTN featured a studio
discussion. 11.08.2007

Study on potential involvement of
internally displaced persons in peace processes
A lasting peace will remain an elusive goal in many countries and regions until
such a time as the needs of internally displaced persons are given due conside-
ration, and efforts made to actively involve them in peace processes. It is with
this in mind that the Humanitarian Policy and Migration Section of Political Affairs
Division (PD IV, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs) has given its support to a
project to compile all of the best practices for integration of the problems en-
countered in peace-building efforts. The project was officially launched at an
expert seminar in July in Geneva, in the framework of the Brookings-Bern Pro-
ject on Internal Displacement.

The findings are to serve as an operational tool for actors in the field, as well as
for other interested parties. The method will involve thorough analysis of a vari-
ety of peace processes. Part of the study will focus on recommendations on how
to integrate this dimension of problem in a peace process — for parties to nego-

Success for „swisspro-ILO 169“ coalition: MPs vote for
action on behalf of indigenous peoples
Against the advice of the Swiss government, the lower house of the Swiss
parliament (National Council) voted 121 to 64 for the postulate of MP Remo
Gysin during the summer session. It calls on Switzerland to ratify the Internatio-
nal Labour Organization Convention concerning the Protection of Indigenous and
Tribal Peoples (ILO 169). A national coalition  of over 30 non-governmental orga-
nizations has been campaigning for over a year for ratification of the Conventi-
on, which would be the only legally binding instrument for the protection of such
peoples. Following the vote of the National Council the government is now obli-
ged to come to reconsider  the question of ratification. The swisspro-ILO 169
coalition will bring additional pressure to bear during the autumn session.

Further information:

Tildy Hanhart PROPAZ

swisspro-ILO 169

mailto:dome@hirondelle.org
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Aktuell/News/News_Detailansicht?itemID=156928
http://www.brookings.edu/idp
mailto:Hanhart@heks.ch
http://www.swissproilo169.ch/
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ECOSOC

Information on

the establishment of
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Further information:

Handicap International

Ueli Anken

Swiss Cooperation

Office in Bosnia

and Herzegovina

Handicap International

SDC websites

on  Bosnia and

Herzegovina

Launch of new Development Cooperation Forum
International development „architecture“ has been enriched with a new institu-
tion. The Development Cooperation Forum (DCF) was officially launched in July at
the United Nations headquarters in Geneva. Its purpose is to bring together
international development cooperation actors, both state and non-state, under
the aegis of this high-level segment of the UN Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC). The Forum will concern itself with the „effectiveness and coherence“
of international development cooperation, and will come up with recommenda-
tions and guidelines. DCF members include development organizations, various
UN organs, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the OECD
and regional institutions as well as representatives of civil society and the priva-
te sector. The first Forum session is due to convene in New York in 2008. Ambas-
sador Walter Fust, Director of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperati-
on (SDC) ), has been co-opted on to the DCF advisory group. 06.07.2007

tiations, international mediators and non-governmental organizations. Another
section will focus on identification of the „best practices“ for taking the needs of
internally displaced persons into consideration in peace agreements. This section
is intended above all for those who draw up peace agreements, national autho-
rities, UN organs and other international actors. Finally the results will include a
number of ways to achieve systematic integration of the IDP dimension in peace-
building processes, specifically intended for the Peacebuilding Commission of
the United Nations. 21.08.2007

Mine clearance and development
in Bosnia und Herzegovina
Extensive minefields in Bosnia and Herzegovina are a major hindrance for peo-
ple returning home after being driven out during the war. Handicap International
has launched a project linking mine clearance with development cooperation, to
be co-financed by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). It
will take an estimated three years to clear mines from a surface area of 35
hectares, enabling around 6,000 people to rebuild the social and economic life of
their villages. The area is divided between two communities in Bosnia and Her-
zegovina: Stolac (Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina) and Berkoviæi (Serbian
Republic). Many local and international partners are participating in the project.
As well as the government and the communities Handicap International has the
support of civil society, farmers and citizens associations, the agricultural faculty
of the University of Sarajevo and various UN agencies. 25.07.2007

mailto:burhan.osman@eda.admin.ch 
http://www.un.org/ecosoc/
http://www.un.org/ecosoc/newfunct/dcflaunch.shtml
mailto:uanken@handicap-international.ch
http://www.sdc-seco.ba
http://www.sdc-seco.ba
http://www.handicap-international.ch
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Laender/Suedost_Osteuropa/Bosnien_und_Herzegowina
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Further information

from the SDC

Switzerland`s commit-

ment to peace in Nepal

Berghof
 New article in the Berghof Handbook, „Conflict Resolution and Reconciliation
in the Arab World: The Work of Civil Society Organisations in Lebanon and
Morocco“.

Conciliation Resources
The first issue of „Peace, Security and Development Update“ in Sierra Leone
focuses on preparations for the 2007 elections.

The 20th meeting in CR’s Schlaining Process, brought together twelve Georgi-
an and Abkhaz Members of Parliament and civil society activists.  

As part of the coalition of London-based NGOs, the Northern Uganda Advocacy
Partnership for Peace, CR recently submitted a joint memorandum to the House
of Commons Select Committee on International Development. The submission
looked at the impact of the International Criminal Court on the tension between
needs for peace and requirements for justice and how this can be addressed,
and how the international community can help create conditions for sustainab-
le peace and redevelopment in northern Uganda?
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International Partner Organizations

News from the

9 international KOFF

partner organizations.

Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

DFA hosts Nepalese delegation on study visit
A delegation from Nepal has made a study visit to Switzerland at the invitation
of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). Representatives of the three
main political parties in Nepal visited Bern, Fribourg and Geneva for the purpose
of studying and discussing federalism and human rights.

As part of its commitment to lasting peace and development, Switzerland is
supporting Nepal’s efforts to hold free and fair elections on 22 November 2007,
for the formation of a Constitutional Assembly. The Nepalese parties agree that
the country’s new Constitution should contain federal elements. Switzerland’s
offer to explain its federal system, the mechanisms of distribution of power and
the nature of state structures therefore met with considerable interest in Nepal.

At the end of the visit to Switzerland, both the Nepalese guests and their Swiss
hosts agreed that the experience had been positive. The exchanges proved va-
luable to both parties, and cooperation has been strengthened. Against this back-
ground the DFA’s Political Affairs Division IV Human Security and the Swiss Agen-
cy for Development and Cooperation of the DFA will both continue to be active in
Nepal. 06.07.2007

http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Aktuell/News/News_Detailansicht?itemID=156928
http://162.23.39.120/dezaweb/ressources/resource_de_156914.pdf
http://162.23.39.120/dezaweb/ressources/resource_de_156914.pdf
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/uploads/download/safa_handbook.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/west-africa/west-africa-security.php
http://www.c-r.org/news/schlaining.php
http://www.c-r.org/news/submissionJuly07.php
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
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International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

SPICE/GTZ

FriEnt
The Working Group on Development and Peace (FriEnt) has published four
studies: one each on Rwanda, Guatemala, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and on finding
a balance between Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) and
reparations.

International Alert
A delegation of business people representing all sides in the South Caucasus
recently toured the region for the purpose of fostering economic cooperation
amidst the frozen conflicts.

International Alert and its partner Indepaz convened a meeting of trade union,
indigenous and environmental leaders to discuss the issue of natural resource
extraction and its impact on Colombia’s development.

Plattform Zivile Konfliktbearbeitung
 The Platform has published (German only) an aid on Transitional Justice which

is a brief introduction to the subject with a definition and development of the
concept and its instruments.

SPICE/GTZ
The current SPICE Newsletter deals with security sector reform, with contribu-
tions on police reform in Macedonia and Nicaragua and security policy consul-
ting in Azerbaijan.
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Events

Joint session of the KOFF Dealing with the Past and Sudan Roundtables on
September 7 on genocide prevention with an examination  of the situation in
Darfur as a case study.

The Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP) will host a launch of its findings
from its ongoing project entitled „The United Nations Peacebuilding Commissi-
on and International Geneva“ on September 12 in Geneva.

September 13: workshop „Herausforderungen des Friedenserfolges“ as part
of the Swiss Sociological Association’s congress „Krieg“ which will take place
from September 12-14 at the University of Basel.

swisspeace event on the International Day of Peace on September 21: Dealing
with the past in Kosovo: Implementation of a swisspeace mandate. Input and
discussion.

21-22 September: the 2nd International  Peace Conference of the Lucerne Initi-
ative for Peace and Security (LIPS) will focus on „Water – challenge of the
future to peace and security?“ (in German), in Lucerne.

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building. Other pointers

to events and training

courses are available

through the KOFF-

Infomarket.

http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.frient.de/aktuelles/detail.asp?id=331
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=160&EmMailerKeywords=South%20Caucasus 
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=156&EmMailerKeywords=colombia
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/downloads/file889.pdf
http://www.frient.de/downloads/de-spice-newsletter07-2007.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2007/DwP_SudanRT.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/60/GCSP_12September2007.pdf
http://www.sgs-kongress.ch/joomla/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/media/DayOfPeace.pdf
http://www.lips-org.ch/konferenz.php
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
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Bestellungen und

Möglichkeit zum

Herunterladen
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GoverNotes
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Worldwide

Governance Indicators

Web tip
„Worldwide Governance Indicators“
The Worldwide Governance Indicators project reports governance indicators for
212 countries and territories over the period 1996–2006, for six dimensions of
governance: Voice and Accountability, Political Stability and Absence of Violence,
Government Effectiveness, Regulatory Quality, Rule of Law, Control of Corrupti-
on. The indicators combine the views of tens of thousands of enterprise, citizen
and expert survey respondents, survey institutes, think tanks, non-governmental
organizations, and international organizations.

Country data reports provide a summary of the six aggregate governance indica-
tors, together with all the publicly-available  underlying individual indicators, for
each country. You can also select one of 212 countries and territories and gene-
rate charts and tables for all six governance indicators, and have the option of

Swisspeace Working Paper: Peacebuilding
and Organized Crime. The Cases of Kosovo and Liberia
This paper examines the impact of the activities of organized criminal groups on
peacebuilding efforts in the cases of Kosovo and Liberia. For each of the two
cases, the paper looks at the evolution of criminal patterns in the period before,
during and after the conflict and examines their impact on peacebuilding in the
post-conflict phase. The two cases therefore offer good examples of how diffe-
rent types of organized crime can have equally devastating effect on peacebuil-
ding. The paper reviews tools available to the international community to fight
against organized crime and concludes by recommending that combating orga-
nized crime should be part of conflict prevention and conflict management ef-
forts and thus be at the forefront of the international post-conflict peacebuilding
agenda. It offers some recommendations to that effect.

SDC publishes regular „GoverNotes“
Since governance has become a constant theme in the work of the Swiss Agen-
cy for Development and Cooperation, the SDC’s Governance Section has deci-
ded to publish regular information on new developments. Three or four times a
year „GoverNotes“ will discuss new tools, strategic documents, conferences
and projects. The contents of the first edition include a guide to governance as a
general theme, an evaluation report on decentralization, and a report on the
various instruments and concepts of „gender mainstreaming“.

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/publications/working-papers/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/publications/working-papers/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/publications/working-papers/index.html
http://162.23.39.120/dezaweb/ressources/resource_en_156873.pdf 
http://www.govindicators.org
http://www.govindicators.org
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comparing the results with previous years, with regional averages. Furthermore,
you can select one of six governance indicators and a group of comparator
countries for which charts, maps and tables will be generated. You will also have
the option of comparing the results with previous years or with regional ave-
rages. Finally it is possible to generate world maps colour-coding all countries,
individual countries or country groups according to their governance scores.

The study shows that Countries like Indonesia, Tajikistan, Serbia, and Slovakia
have made „significant progress“ in improving governance and fighting corrup-
tion over the decade. In Africa, countries such as Niger, Sierra Leone, Angola,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia, Tanzania, and Rwanda showed signifi-
cant improvements in some dimensions of governance since 1998.  Over the
same period there were significant declines in governance in countries such as
Cote d’Ivoire, Zimbabwe, and Venezuela.

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.ch

