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Joint session of Sudan and Dealing with the Past roundtables:
developments in Darfur and prevention of genocide
On 7 September, KOFF invited the president of the International Centre for Tran-
sitional Justice (ICTJ) Juan Mendes to speak at a joint session of Dealing with the
Past and Sudan roundtables. As former Special Adviser of the Secretary General
(SASG) on the Prevention of Genocide, Mendes provided valuable insights into
the developments in Darfur during his mandate and the UN’s contribution to the
prevention of genocide and mass violence.
The mandate of the SASG is based on the Security Council (SC) Resolution 1366
and comprises the duty to refer situations to the SC, in which a population is at
risk of massive human rights violations. As a result of his experiences in Darfur,
Mendes presented four core issues to be addressed: physical protection, huma-
nitarian relief, accountability, and a long-term peace process. In order to reduce
most effectively the risk of mass crimes, all these issues must be dealt with
simultaneously and at a very early stage. Unfortunately, in Darfur, the issues are
taken hostage by one another.
During the following discussion, the lack of coordination in past mediation ef-
forts was highlighted as well as the problematic relationship of the South Suda-
nese to the Darfur conflict. Both the Government of Sudan and the SPLM/A
refuse to unpack the Comprehensive Peace Agreement to include a Darfur pers-
pective in the power sharing provisions. Thus, while progress has been made in
the international diplomatic endeavours (especially after China’s agreement to
Darfur peace troops), there is still only little political space for talks between all
the Sudanese parties. To broaden the horizon of peace talks, Juan Mendes urged
to include talks between affected communities on concrete issues such as gra-
zing and land rights.

Sudan roundtable discusses Swiss position on Darfur

The Roundtable on Sudan discussed Switzerland’s position in Darfur. The mee-
ting was part of a catalogue of measures by the Swiss government for protec-
tion of the people of Darfur. At the meeting representatives of the government
as well as     other interested Swiss actors exchanged their views on the situa-
tion in Darfur. It was decided to continue the dialogue at a further meeting in
2008. The roundtable discussion was held under the Chatham House Rule.

http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N01/524/48/PDF/N0152448.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N01/524/48/PDF/N0152448.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N01/524/48/PDF/N0152448.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N04/424/63/PDF/N0442463.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.ictj.org/en/index.html 
http://www.responsibilitytoprotect.org/||
http://search.parlament.ch/homepage/cv-geschaefte.htm?gesch_id=20063632
http://search.parlament.ch/homepage/cv-geschaefte.htm?gesch_id=20063632
http://www.gcsp.ch/nisc/chatham-house.htm
mailto:sisson@swisspeace.ch
mailto:steffen.rottler@swisspeace.ch
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 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks KOFF training in peace-building and human rights
The second course in this year’s KOFF training series, at the beginning of Septem-
ber, focused on „Peacebuilding and Human Rights“, a topic that is of particular
interest to KOFF member organizations. After hearing all about the tension between
human rights versus peace-building based approaches, the 17 participants from
the fields of international development cooperation and human rights, as well as
from     the Federal Administration were introduced to the integrated approach of
John-Paul Lederach and learned how it can help to iron out the differences between
these two basic approaches. The participants’ own practical experiences were
discussed in this context. The course was conducted by Barbara Müller („Institut
für Friedensarbeit und Gewaltfreie Konfliktaustragung“) and Pete Hämmerle (In-
ternational Fellowship of Reconciliation). 04.09.2007

InfoSud is a new KOFF member organization
At its last meeting in September the KOFF Steering Committee accepted InfoSud
as a new KOFF member organization. This brings the total membership at the
time of writing to 46 nongovernmental organizations. InfoSud is presented in the
section „News from Swiss NGOs“ in this newsletter issue. 11.09.2007

KOFF InfoSheet on water
management and conflict prevention
Rival claims on water resources can lead to confrontations and violent conflicts.
Proper management of water resources on the other hand has great potential for
peaceful cooperation. Development cooperation practitioners and researchers
exchanged experiences on this subject at a KOFF event in mid-June entitled
„Water Linking People“.  In order to bring this discussion to an international
audience KOFF organized a platform for electronic exchanges during four weeks
in July and August, in the context of the Helvetas „Community of Practice on
Water for Food“. Now a KOFF InfoSheet  is available that summarizes experi-
ences in this field. It contains recently published „Lessons learned“ and identi-
fies factors that lead to successful cooperation in water management at the
local and national levels. The InfoSheet focuses on the management of water
needed for the production of food, which accounts for 70 per cent of the utiliza-
tion made of the earth’s freshwater supplies. 13.09.2007

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2007/KOFFTrainings2007.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2007/KOFFTrainings2007.pdf
mailto:steffen.rottler@swisspeace.ch
http://www.infosud.org
mailto:fboule@infosud.org
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/InfoSheet/InfoSheet4_WaterLinkingPeople.pdf
http://www.emu.edu/personnel/people/show/lederacj
http://www.water-for-food.ch/
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Mediators in need of a mediator?
The use of mediation in peace processes increases the chances of ar-
med actors signing a peace agreement, and supports longer term tensi-
on reduction. Yet lack of coordination between mediators can minimize
their effectiveness or even derail a peace process. There are various
ways of dealing with this problem, such as having a clearly mandated
lead mediator, the use of „groups of friends“, a commitment to profes-
sional standards, and increased donor responsibility. This article is based
on some of the conclusions reached by Swiss ambassadors during a
retreat as well as on the work of the mediation support project, a joint
venture of swisspeace and the Center for Security Studies.

In August 2007, a second mediation retreat for over 20 ambassadors and senior
staff from the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) took place in
Switzerland, with guest speakers who included mediators from the United Nati-
ons, the African Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), Norway
and Conciliation Resources. One of the conclusions was that mediators need to
work together when dealing with the many conflict actors, and the various sta-
ges of a peace process. While it is true that a certain amount of competition
between mediators is healthy as it provides the conflict parties with options,
lack of coordination between these mediators is nonetheless a problem. There
are two reasons for this.

Manipulation of third parties and loss of leverage

When the going gets tough and painful compromises have to be made, conflict
parties will often look around for another mediator for a better deal. If mediators
allow this kind of „forum shopping“ to happen, conflict parties end up avoiding
the tough issues and peace remains a forlorn hope.

Swiss Peacebuilding Training Course
From 2-14 September 2007, the 8th Swiss Peacebuilding Training Course took
place in Spiez and Stans, Switzerland, welcoming 24 participants active in the
field of peacebuilding. These participants are affiliated with Swiss Expert Pool for
Civilian Peacebuilding (SEP), government ministries, international organisations,
non-governmental organisations, field missions, training centres and research
institutions in sub-Saharan Africa, South and North America, Central and South-
East Asia and greater Europe. The 9th Training Course is planned to take place in
the autumn of 2008.

The Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP) conducts the Swiss Peacebuilding
Training Course on behalf of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
(Political Division IV, Human Security) and in partnership with swisspeace and
the Swiss Armed Forces International Command, SWISSINT. 14.09.2007

http://www.vtg.admin.ch/internet/groupgst/en/home/peace/peace.html
http://www.gcsp.ch/e/training/Short%20courses/SEP/expert_pool.htm
http://www.gcsp.ch/e/training/Short%20courses/SEP/2007/index.htm
 http://www.vtg.admin.ch/internet/groupgst/en/home/peace/peace.html
mailto:matthias.siegfried@swisspeace.ch
http://peacemaker.unlb.org/index1.php
http://www.igad.org/
http://www.igad.org/
http://www.igad.org/
http://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/ud/selected-topics/Peace-and-reconciliation-efforts.html?id=1158 
http://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/ud/selected-topics/Peace-and-reconciliation-efforts.html?id=1158 
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/goch/facint.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/goch/facint.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/goch/facint.html
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.santegidio.org/
http://www.gcsp.ch/e/training/Short%20courses/SEP/2007/index.htm
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In every peace process there are stages when third party leverage is needed.
During negotiations, for example, a certain balance of power between the con-
flict parties is important. If one party is weaker, mediators can slow the process
down, calling in capacity building assistance or seeking wider support. Without a
coordination of strategies however mediators will find it difficult to keep the
stronger party from trying to impose itself. Coordination also makes it possible to
select the mediator most suitable for a specific stage in a peace process. The
peace agreement implementation stage for example calls for strong third party
leverage, such as can only be provided by the United Nations or a major power
such as the United States, the European Union     or China. Mediators are of course
aware of these problems and in particular of the fact that competition between
them, especially between mediators with a similar profile, can be harmful. There
are various ways to deal with this problem.

Lead mediators and the „group of friends“

A peace process needs a clear lead mediator, acknowledged by the others. His
role is that of a  „gate keeper“ – deciding which other mediators are most
suitable for a particular stage or approach, and keeping others out of the process
when they can be of no help.

The phrase „group of friends“ refers to like-minded states involved in a given
process and helping to improve coordination, legitimacy, leverage and efficacy.
An example is the role played by Switzerland, Norway and Spain in the talks
between the government of Colombia and the National Liberation Army (ELN)
from 2005 onwards. Positive results have also been obtained at a more operati-
onal level through joint facilitation teams with individual mediators from diffe-
rent organizations, mediators from the conflict region, and international media-
tors (e.g. GADRES in Guatemala 2003-2005). Cooperation also has its drawbacks
however, for the more actors involved the greater the efforts needed to get
them pulling in the same direction. A group of friends can block a peace process
if they do not agree on the basic framework, for example in the case of the
friends of the UN Secretary-General in the Georgia-Abkhaz peace process (Ger-
many, France, Russia, the UK and the US).

Professional standards and the role of donors

There is one golden rule. A new mediation process must not be launched when
one is already under way. A corollary is that the lead mediator must be informed
of any „side activities“. The problem with peace mediation is that while confi-
dentiality is needed to protect the conflict parties and the process, mediators can
use it as an excuse for not engaging with other mediators. Even while protecting
confidential information, one should at least let the others know broadly what is
going on, sharing experiences that can help to further develop methods and
approaches. There is thus a need for the application of „best practices“ and
codes of conduct.

Donors can play an important part by ensuring that any organization they fund
coordinates its activities with others, or at least keeps them informed. Insisting

http://www.peacemakers.ca/bibliography/bib4ethics.html 
http://www.peacemakers.ca/bibliography/bib4ethics.html 
http://www.peacemakers.ca/bibliography/bib4ethics.html 
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/OIF-Mediation_and_Facilitation_feb2007.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/OIF-Mediation_and_Facilitation_feb2007.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/OIF-Mediation_and_Facilitation_feb2007.pdf
http://image.guardian.co.uk/sys-files/Guardian/documents/2007/06/12/DeSotoReport.pdf
http://image.guardian.co.uk/sys-files/Guardian/documents/2007/06/12/DeSotoReport.pdf
http://image.guardian.co.uk/sys-files/Guardian/documents/2007/06/12/DeSotoReport.pdf
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/pubs/ph/details.cfm?lng=en&id=20836
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/pubs/ph/details.cfm?lng=en&id=20836
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.html
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/news/dossier/mediation
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/news/dossier/mediation
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/news/dossier/mediation
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Simon Mason

Further information

on LOGOS of

Intercooperation

News from Swiss NGOs

on coordination and communication helps to lessen the temptation to „go it
alone“. Giving credit to those in supporting roles can also help.

Taking advantage of the skills of different experts

These are some of the ways to overcome the disadvantages involved in collec-
tive action, making better use of the special skills of the various mediators and
experts. Generally speaking non-governmental organizations and smaller states
are more flexible, but have fewer resources and less global legitimacy, while
major players like the United Nations that have global legitimacy may be slow,
blocked by divisions among member states, bureaucratic and excessively stan-
dardized in their approach. Switzerland’s cooperation with the US in the Nuba
Mountains ceasefire negotiations in 2002 is an example of how a small media-
tor can work successfully with a major player. Non-state actors like Italy’s Sant
Egidio organization have the advantage of being less institutionalized, and can
therefore do good work in situations for which Switzerland might prove less
suitable, e.g. in the early stages of a conflict like the one in Northern Uganda.

Being extremely complex, peace processes often require a variety of third party
mediators. These usually address themselves to different aspects of a process at
separate stages. Coordination is therefore required. Ideally this should begin
with identification of the different skills and capacities of each mediator to avoid
duplication of effort. Mediators should be prepared to step in or out of a process
as and when their skills are needed. This often means downplaying or avoiding
publicity. Donors and those not directly involved (e.g. the media) can play a
useful role by discouraging mediators from being glory seekers through activities
certain to  have a high media profile, rather than doing hard and effective (low-
profile) work behind the scenes. Without such a structural framework, the coor-
dination of mediators and would-----be mediators is unlikely to be successful, to the
detriment of the entire peace process.

Intercooperation: Supporting Local Governance in Kosovo
The new „Swiss-Kosovo Local Governance and Decentralization Support Pro-
ject“ (LOGOS) supports citizens and local governments in the challenging task of
building capacities for governance at the local level. The project works with
partner municipalities (Viti and Kamenica) and villages in the multi-ethnic Gjilan
region. Inter-municipal working groups will be formed to help municipalities im-
prove the services they provide. The groups will focus on solving concrete pro-
blems. The experiences and lessons learned at the municipal level will contribu-
te to policy development for Kosovo as a whole. However, due to the upcoming
elections and the unclear framework for decentralization, LOGOS activities in

mailto:Murezi.Michael@eda.admin.ch
mailto:matthias.siegfried@swisspeace.ch    
mailto:Mason@sipo.gess.ethz.ch 
http://www.intercooperation.ch/projects/p158
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Jean-Damascène Gasanabo

Geneva Call

Further information:

Project coordinator

in Pristina

Sylvia L. Schaer Hahn

Risponsible in Berne:

Stéphanie Roschi Traoré

Geneva Call supports seminar on Landmines in Sri Lanka
In Sri Lanka Geneva Call proposed, supported and participated in, a Seminar for
Media Reporting on Landmines and Humanitarian Issues. The event, which took
place in Colombo at the end of July, was organised by the Landmine Ban Advo-
cacy Forum and the Sri Lankan Press Institute. This was in the context of the
escalation of the conflict over the previous 18 months, during which there had
been in part very poor reporting on the landmine issue. There was confusion
about the normative standards that apply to the various forms of weaponry that
are known as „mines“. Moreover, there had been instances when mine clea-
rance agencies had faced difficulties, often as a result of a lack of understanding
as to their humanitarian role. It was anticipated that a clear presentation about
mines and mine action would lead to improved journalism on the issue. The
primary objective of the seminar was therefore to raise the journalists’ aware-
ness and understanding of humanitarian implications pertaining to the landmine
situation in Sri Lanka so as to ensure accuracy and enhance journalists’ capacity
in the reportage on the same. There was attendance of about 45 journalists from
around 25 news agencies. 03.09.2007

the first nine months have been focused at the village level., Debate Clubs have
been established in the villages concerned to build bridges between different
groups within the local community. These Clubs help to identify local infrastructu-
re requirements and to determine priorities for LOGOS-supported activities. The
LOGOS project is funded by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
(SDC) and implemented by Intercooperation in partnership with the Kosovo NGO
Community Development Initiatives (CDI). 25.09.2007

mailto:jdgasanabo@genevacall.org
http://www.genevacall.org/
mailto:sylvia.schaerhahn@intercoopkos.org
mailto:stephanie.roschi@intercooperation.ch
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News from Swiss Government Agencies

InfoSud – KOFF’s newest member organization
The InfoSud press agency became KOFF’s newest member in September. Info-
Sud is a non-profit organization that links international networks of journalists.
Its purpose is to ensure better information of the public on such issues as globa-
lization, sustainable development, civil society, migration, human rights and re-
spect for fair trade. InfoSud provides reports and background articles which ap-
pear in about 50 different Swiss media. In June InfoSud launched „Media 21“ a
global network of journalists designed to improve reporting on world events by
educating journalists and through networking. InfoSud is also involved in the
„Human Rights Tribune“, an interactive news website which above all reports
on the activities of the Geneva-based UN Human Rights Council. Finally through
its „Journalism for Reconciliation and Peace“ program InfoSud promotes pro-
jects in the Great African Lakes Region and Ivory Coast in the hope that respon-
sible journalism can foster reconciliation.

Founded in Lausanne in 1988, InfoSud today has its headquarters in Geneva.
Partner agencies are InfoSüd in Bern and InfoSud Belgique in Belgium. The agen-
cy is financed by membership contributions, sponsors, mandates and projects. Its
annual budget amounts to around SFr 1.2 million. 18.09.2007

Seminar on the implementation
of UN Security Council Resolution 1325
The implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace
and Security, a challenge faced by both state and civil society peace-building
actors, was the subject of a seminar held at the initiative of various state and
non-state organizations at the end of August in Bern (see box), and attended by
about 180 people.

Division Commander Peter Stutz of the Federal Department of Defence, Civil
Protection and Sport (DDPS) and Ambassador Thomas Greminger, who heads
Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV, FDFA)  shed light on where the main difficulties
lie for implementation of the Resolution’s objectives, both from the military and
the civil peace-building points of view. For example when it comes to the recruit-
ment of women for peace-building activities it is not easy to find a sufficient
number of candidates. Clearly more needs to be done to motivate women to
consider peace-building as a career path.

Barbara Haering, who chairs the Security Policy Commission of the Swiss Natio-
nal Council, welcomed the fact that Switzerland is among the few members of
the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe  to have prepared a
National Action Plan for implementation of the Resolution. One of Haering’s pro-
posals was for the creation of a parliamentary group to monitor and support the
task of implementation in Switzerland.

mailto:fboule@infosud.org
http://www.infosud.org
http://www.humanrights-geneva.info
http://media21.squarespace.com
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/about/koff-members/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/about/koff-members/index.html
http://www.frauensicherheitsrat.de/1325.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/58/1325/CHNAP_1325_Broschuere_def_d.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/58/1325/CHNAP_1325_Broschuere_def_d.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/58/1325/CHNAP_1325_Broschuere_def_d.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
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Further information:

PD IV Tamara Münger

Global Compact

Further information:

CUDIH/FDFA

Aline Baumgartner

The second half of the meeting focused on the role of civil society, with two
workshops. Rachel Amram (Israel), Rita Thapa (Nepal), Safaa Elagib Adam (Su-
dan) and Yolanda Becerra (Colombia) talked about civil society experiences of
their countries. It was clear from what they said that various strategies are nee-
ded, depending on the context, to defend women’s rights and interests. 31.08.2007

The seminar was organized and conducted by the Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs (FDFA) in close collaboration with the Federal Department of
Defence, Civil Protection and Sport (DDPS). Other participants included KOFF/
swisspeace, Christian Peace Service (cfd), the Geneva Centre for Democratic
Control of the Armed Forces (DCAF), Swiss Interchurch Aid (HEKS), mission
21, Peace Brigades International Switzerland, Amnesty International Switzer-
land and PeaceWomen across the Globe.

Colloquium on Dialogues
in International Human Rights Practice
An international „Colloquium for Human Rights Directors on Dialogues in Interna-
tional Human Rights Practice“ was held in Geneva in September. The 130 parti-
cipants came from a total of 70 countries and included representatives from
various foreign ministries, experts from international organizations, representati-
ves from non-governmental organizations and representatives of Swiss firms
who have signed the United Nations „Global Compact“. The Colloquium was
organized jointly by the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and
the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in collaboration with the Graduate Ins-
titute of International Studies, Geneva (HEI) and the     University Centre for Interna-
tional Humanitarian Law (UCIHL), also in Geneva. It provided an opportunity to
take stock of new approaches and methods in the promotion and protection of
human rights.

The meeting began with a presentation of the reference document „Cooperation
and Dialogue for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights“ by Bertrand
Ramcharan. Discussion in the working groups above all concerned four reports
on human rights dialogue: the various formats, regional forums, dialogue in the
context of the UN Human Rights Council, and dialogue with non-state actors. The
afternoon was devoted mainly to discussing experiences in Vietnam, China and
Europe.

The colloquium ended by underlining the following key points: respect, trust and
transparency as the essential basis for dialogue, the importance of non-state
actors, and the importance of clear procedural methods, objectives and agendas.
Also considered were the challenges that arise when dialogue enters a deadlock.

Participants expressed appreciation for the constructive atmosphere at the Collo-
quium and its clear rejection of „naming and shaming“. The discussions are to
be continued at a Colloquium to be organized at a later date.      21.09.2007

mailto:tamara.muenger@eda.admin.ch
http://www.unglobalcompact.org/
mailto:aline.baumgartner@cudih.org
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Ambassadors conference
The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) organized a three-day confe-
rence at the end of August attended by some 150 ambassadors, general consuls
and heads of the Cooperation Offices of the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC), all of whom deal with major foreign policy matters as well as
questions of importance to the FDFA.

The conference noted that in recent years the FDFA has achieved some very
tangible results. The Swiss Federal Council  has in particular adopted strategy
documents for Southeast Europe, the United States, Russia and China. Strategies
are currently being prepared for India, Japan and Brazil. At the regional confe-
rence of ambassadors in July 2007 in Dakar a priorty list of the various interests
was undertaken and considerable thought was given to the idea of adopting a
systematic policy towards countries south of the Sahara.

In the five years since Switzerland became a member of the United Nations it
has become clear just how important this membership is for the defense of
Swiss interests around the world. Among the most notable successes mentio-
ned at the conference was the creation of the Human Rights Council, whose
origin can be traced to a Swiss proposal. It was also pointed out that Switzerland
worked hard for the cause of more transparency in the working methods of the
Security Council and greater participation of member states in the decision ma-
king process.

Other topics discussed at the conference of ambassadors included internal re-
forms, present and future, the on-going optimization of the foreign affairs net-
work, allocation of funds at a time of scarce resources, efforts to improve proce-
dures and plans to strengthen the FDFA’s relationships with other federal
departments.

In addition to the conference, the ambassadors had the opportunity of attending
a second retreat, this time devoted to „Mediation in Peace Processes“. More
than 20 ambassadors and executives from the FDFA participated. For further
information on this point see the Focus article in this issue. 29.08.2007

Annual Development Cooperation Conference
Switzerland intends to involve young people more consistently in development
cooperation work: as a target group, as actors and as partners according to
Swiss President Micheline Calmy-Rey in a message to the Annual Development
Cooperation Conference in Geneva, organized by the Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Cooperation (SDC) and the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO).
The conference was dedicated to the theme of youth in general, and to overco-
ming barriers between generations and cultures through dialogue.

The SDC presented a new youth policy with three principal objectives: helping
young people to develop their potential, improve their living conditions, and to
play a greater role in the political decision making process. In this context the
SDC has created a special „Youth and Development“ office.

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/orifil/media/mcom/single.htm?id=14222
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/orifil/media/mcom/single.htm?id=14222
http://www.news-service.admin.ch/NSBSubscriber/message/attachments/9364.pdf
http://www.news-service.admin.ch/NSBSubscriber/message/attachments/9364.pdf
http://www.deza.ch/de/Dossiers/Jahreskonferenz_der_Entwicklungszusammenarbeit_2007
http://www.deza.ch/de/Dossiers/Jahreskonferenz_der_Entwicklungszusammenarbeit_2007
http://www.seco-cooperation.admin.ch/aktuell/highlights/00709/index.html?lang=de
http://www.seco-cooperation.admin.ch/aktuell/highlights/00709/index.html?lang=de
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News from the

9 international KOFF

partner organizations.

Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

SPICE/GTZ

Berghof
There is a new article in the  Berghof Handbook for Conflict Transformation:
„’Frameworkers’ and ‘Circlers’ – Exploring Assumptions in Peace and Conflict
Impact Assessment“.

Conciliation Resources
CR presents films made by journalists from Azerbaijan and Nagorny Karabakh
as part of a unique cross-conflict dialogue initiative in Georgia and London,
reflecting the traumas, fears, hopes and humor of people affected by the Kara-
bakh conflict.

EPLO
An 18-month program for the Presidency of the European Council has been
developed jointly by Germany, Portugal and Slovenia. All The relevant docu-
ments are available on the EPLO website.

The European Commission has launched an Issues Paper entitled „Towards an
EU strategic response to situations of fragility in developing countries“ to elicit
comment and stimulate debate on this subject. The Issues Paper presents the
rationale behind this approach.

International Alert
Lloyd’s Charity Trust has donated £50,000 to International Alert to help set up
and develop a new Business and Peace Fund.

International Alert and partners win bid to establish an EU Conflict Prevention
Network.

The International Alert Peaceworkers project has several exciting courses co-
ming up.

Alert has published a donor briefing paper „Nepal at a Crossroads: Strengthening
Community Security in the Post-Settlement Context“.
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Further information:

SDC Joachim Ahrens

SECO  Markus Spörndli

A fifth of the world’s population today is aged between 15 and 24, and 85 per
cent of them live in the developing countries. No other group has the potential to
make such a great difference to global development and efforts to reduce pover-
ty. And young people are among the first to suffer from the consequences of
poverty and conflicts. 14.09.2007

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/uploads/download/neufeldt_handbook.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/caucasus/dialogue_through_film.php
http://www.eu2007.pt/NR/rdonlyres/5D9488BD-5AA3-4882-AAA9-B685FFD880D4/0/TrioProgramme.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/index.php?id=240
http://www.eplo.org/index.php?id=240
http://www.eplo.org/documents/Issues%20paper%20EN.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=165
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=170
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=170
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=170
http://www.international-alert.org/press/events/events.php?id=164
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/312.php
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/312.php
mailto:joachim.ahrens@deza.admin.ch
mailto:markus.spoerndli@seco.admin.ch
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/312.php
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Events

October 6: the Group for a Switzerland with no Army (GSoA) marks its 25
anniversary with a Jubilee celebration in Zurich

October 25: „NGOs working in and working on conflict - Challenges, lessons
learned and perspectives“ is the title of an event organized in Bern by KOFF.

October 30: „Migration – Chancen und Herausforderung“ is the theme of the
Annual Conference in Bern of Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV, Human Security),
a branch of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA).

November 1-4 and 22-25 are the dates of the next Peacewatch Switzerland
training sessions in preparation for its human rights activities in Mexico and
Guatemala. There were still  a few vacancies at the time of writing.

November 2007 and May 2008: the Transcend Network will be offering training
in Transcend procedures in Bern, with Johan Galtung.
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Guerrilla Government

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.

„Guerrilla Government: Political Changes in the Southern
Sudan during the 1990s“ by Oystein Rolandsen
In this book Oystein Rolandsen analyzes the political processes of the „Sudan
People’s Liberation Army/Movement“ SPLA/M and the restructuring that took
place during the 1990s in southern Sudan. The study focuses on the SPLM/A
National Convention of 1994, during which the organization laid the foundati-
ons of a nascent state with a five-level government and administrative structu-
re. John Garang was named leader of the „New Sudan“ at the Convention. 
The  SPLA/M internal reforms subsequently aimed at the creation of a participa-
tive form of civil administration. Rolandsen discusses these reforms in the con-
text of the demands which the international actors made of the SPLA/M, for
restructuring on a more democratic basis. The book provides insights into the
administrative and political structures at the regional and local levels as well as
into prevalent political practices. Rolandsen’s research extends also to the va-
rious actors who influenced political developments in southern Sudan. As well
as     the government  of Sudan in Khartoum and its army the study also analyses
the role of the multilateral organizations, international and national non-govern-
mental organizations, traditional structures and the church.

http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2007/251007.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/61/JKPA4.pdf
http://www.peacewatch.ch/public/frameset.aspx?cat=1&lang=DE
http://www.transcend-netz.org/
http://www.transcend-netz.org/
http://www.nai.uu.se/publications/books/book.xml?id=25107


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 61  13

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

swisspeace

Conference Paper 1/2007
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swisspeace

Working Paper 2/2007

swisspeace Conference Paper: annual conference 2006
The 2006 swisspeace Conference Paper on „Dealing with the Past  in Post-
Conflict Societies: Ten Years after the Peace Accords in Guatemala and Bosnia-
Herzegovina“ has now been published. A decade after internationally mediated
peace agreements ended wars in these two countries, both continue to struggle
with a culture of impunity and violence. At the conference Guatemalan, Bosnian,
and Swiss experts addressed a number of key questions.

The Conference Paper can be downloaded free of charge from the swisspeace
website, or a printed version can be ordered from swisspeace at a cost of SFr15.

FAST country risk profile: Kazakhstan –
challenges to the booming oil economy
In its newest country risk analysis the swisspeace early warning program FAST
looks at the challenges facing Kazakhstan in connection with economic growth
based on the oil and gas industries. Indeed thanks to the profits from these
sectors the Kazakh economy is growing rapidly. However, lack of diversification
and the concentration of profits in the hands of a few persons make such growth
unsustainable. In the medium-to-long term increasing social tensions between
the „winners and losers“ and fluctuations in the balance of power between
different interest groups threaten to undermine the officially proclaimed „stabili-
ty“ of the country. The profile can be downloaded from the swisspeace website
free of charge, or a printed version can be ordered at a cost of SFr15.

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Conference_Paper/CP_Jahreskonferenz_2007__1_.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/publications/working-papers/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/publications/working-papers/index.html
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Web tip
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August 1 and January 1). The newsletter is distributed electronically.

The KOFF is sponsored jointly by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and the following Swiss NGOs:
• Alliance Sud • APRED • BAHA’I • Brücke Le pont • Caritas Schweiz • CASIN • cfd • CIMERA • DCAF • Fastenopfer • Fondation
Hirondelle • Forum für Friedenserziehung • Frauen für den Frieden Schweiz • FriedensFrauen Weltweit • Gemeinden Gemeinsam
Schweiz • Geneva Call • Gesellschaft für bedrohte Völker • GSoA • HEKS • Helvetas • Info-Link.org • InfoSud • Intercooperation
• International Association for Human Values • Interpeace • Interteam • LIPS • Medico International Schweiz • Medienhilfe
• mission 21 • MIVA Schweiz • Palmyrah • Peace Brigades International • Peace Watch Switzerland • Quaker United Nations
Office • SAD • Schweizerische Flüchtlingshilfe • Schweizerischer Friedensrat • Schweizerisches Arbeiterhilfswerk
• Schweizerischer Katholischer Frauenbund • Schweizerisches Rotes Kreuz • Service Civil International Schweiz • Stiftung
Kinderdorf Pestalozzi • Swissaid • World  Vision Switzerland • Terre des Hommes Schweiz 

Reconciliation Resource Network
The Reconciliation Resource Network (RRN) is an online initiative hosted and co-
ordinated by the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance
(IDEA) and supported by the Swiss Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The RNN is intended to serve as an online forum that will enable the geographi-
cally dispersed community of reconciliation practitioners, analysts and policyma-
kers to share information, best practices, links and other resources as well as     for
structured discussion of emerging issues, challenges and trends in this field,
supported by a search engine.

Launched in February 2007 the website currently has over 100 members. It offers
profiles of member organizations and individuals and provides links to IDEA
reconciliation publications, activities and resources. The network also supports
various discussion forums on reconciliation situations around the world. A mem-
bers-only discussion forum makes it possible to network with colleagues around
the world. There is also a search engine for country projects.

http://www.idea.int/rrn/
http://www.idea.int/rrn/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.casin.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/index.php
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/
http://www.info-link.org
http://www.infosud.org
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.wsp-international.org/
http://www.interteam.ch/start.htm
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch
http://www.mission-21.org
http://www.miva.ch/
http://www.refbejuso.ch/content/showInfo.asp?InfoId=791
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.osar.ch/
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it



