
Kompetenzzentrum Friedensförderung
Centre pour la promotion de la paix

Centro per la promozione della pace
Center for Peacebuilding

NEWSLETTER
November 1 2007 / Nr. 62

KOFF

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Publisher:
Center for
Peacebuilding KOFF
Sonnenbergstrasse 17
CH - 3000 Bern 7
Tel: +41 (0)31 330 12 12

www.swisspeace.org/koff

KOFF – swisspeace
KOFF on the march

Trainingsworkshop „Storytelling as a Tool in Conflict Transformation“

„Peace-building is about politics“

Afghanistan Roundtable on the revival of the war economy

Focus
 Putting the ‘R’ back into DDR

News from Swiss NGOs
New Database on Geneva’s Peace-building Capacity

International Peace Conference

Investing Private Capital in Emerging & Frontier Market Small
and Medium Enterprises

Resolution on „Day of Non-Violence“

Democratisation in Malawi

Puntland authorities grant access to their military stockpiles

News from Swiss Government Agencies
Workshop on Dealing with the Past in Bujumbura

Integrated peace-building missions

International Partner Organizations

Events, Publications, Web tip



KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 62  2

KOFF – swisspeace
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

Further information:

KOFF Jonathan Sisson

Further information:

KOFF

KOFF websites

on Dealing with the Past

KOFF websites

on Gender and

Peacebuilding

KOFF on the march
During the last months, the KOFF-team was again engaged in different places
with a variety of tasks. In September Cordula Reimann conducted a training on
„Gender and Conflict - Gender in Conflict“ as part of an expert program organi-
zed by the Academy for Conflict Transformation of the Forum Civil Peace Service
in Bonn. Esther Marthaler travelled to the Burmese Border region in Thailand for
a conflict sensitivity assessment on behalf of a member organisation of KOFF.
Their program is providing humanitarian assistance to Burmese Refugees since
the 1980s. A local partner also benefited from a „Do no Harm“ training. Finally,
Jonathan Sisson again found himself in the Balkans on a mandate from Political
Division IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs. He assisted international
and local governmental and non-governmental organization in Bosnia and Koso-
vo in their implementation of „dealing with the past“ projects. 21.10.2007

Trainingsworkshop „Storytelling
as a Tool in Conflict Transformation“
The third course of this year’s training series took place in the middle of October
and dealt with the topic of „Storytelling as a Tool in Conflict Transformation“. The
course sparked great interest among KOFF member organizations and the 19
participants were made out of practitioners working in the field of conflict trans-
formation and development cooperation as well as guests from Irland and Tur-
key. In the two day workshop the participants engaged with the method of
biographical interviews and discussed the applications of narrative techniques in
conflict situations. In order to employ storytelling in future projects practical ex-
perience was incorporated in the exercises. The impressive results of Dan Bar-
On’s work in the German-Jewish context after the Holocaust and in the current
Isreali-Palestinian conflict reflected the potential of sharing personal stories and
narratives in engaging conflict parties in dialogue. The workshop was facilitated
by Dan Bar-On (Professor of Psychology at the Ben-Gurion University of the Ne-
gev) and Lena Inowlocki (Professor of Sociology at the University of Frankfurt/
Main). 21.10.2007

mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.ch
mailto:koff@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
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Further information:

KOFF Steffen Rottler

Afghanistan Roundtable
on the revival of the war economy
Jonathan Goodhand of the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) in Lon-
don shed light at a Roundtable at the end of October on key aspects of the war
economy in Afghanistan. Despite the prevailing opinion he argues that the drug
trade has also had a positive impact on the development of Afghanistan. It
provides a living to the rural population, and creates both jobs and funds for
legal investment. The linkage between the war of the Taliban and the cultivation
of drugs is generally exaggerated. It is the criminalization of the cultivation of
poppies that has enabled the Taliban to pose as the protectors and win the
loyalty of the cultivators.

The transformation of the Afghan war economy into a peace economy will re-
quire a long term effort Goodhand warns. Efforts to combat the flourishing drug
industry and drug trade (according to the latest UN figures 93 per cent of the
world’s opium is produced in Afghanistan) must above all provide incentives for
those involved to become part of the legal economy. Coercive measures such as
the destruction of poppy fields and military intervention are counterproductive,

„Peace-building is about politics“
In October KOFF hosted a Roundtable on the topic of NGOs Working in and on
Conflict. Guest speaker was Jonathan Goodhand, Senior Lecturer at the School
of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) in London and author of the book „Aiding
Peace? The Role of NGOs in Armed Conflict“. His provocative presentation led to
animated discussion among the roughly 30 participants from various Swiss NGOs
and academic institutions.

Goodhand described the emergence of liberal peace-building in the context of
the erosion of absolute sovereignty and growing post-Cold War interventionism.
He also elaborated on how 9/11 and the increasing preoccupation with terrorism
has changed the nature of peace-building. The growing securitization of aid,
particularly manifest in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as the increasing use of aid
as a conditional tool have reduced NGOs’ room for maneuver and undermined
their independence.

One response to this evolution has been to reassert the neutrality of aid and
insist that NGOs refrain from involvement in complex local politics. Goodhand
finds that this minimalist approach disregards the fundamental fact that „peace-
building is about politics.“ Peace-building is, in fact, a political process and in
order to enhance their impact NGOs must be more politically aware and prag-
matic. Goodhand advocates increased engagement with influential unlike-min-
ded local actors, whose extremist rhetoric may be unpalatable, but whose sup-
port is indispensable to peace-building. 25.10.2007

Jonathan Goodhand:

Aiding Peace

UN Office on Drugs and

Crime: Afghanistan

Opium Survey 2007

mailto:rottler@swisspeace.ch
http://www.rienner.com/viewbook.cfm?BOOKID=1595&search=Aiding%20Peace
http://www.unodc.org/pdf/research/AFG07_ExSum_web.pdf
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Further information:

swisspeace

Sascha Müller

Kapstadt Priciples

UN-DDR Resources

INCORE

since they merely drive up the price of opiates and thus make it even more
attractive to invest in the drug economy. The real victims are the poor opium
growers, who do not have the financial means to bribe officials so as to evade
coercive measures – which again strengthens the role of the Taliban as protec-
tors. Goodhand says the drug trade needs to be tackled at the highest level – the
traffickers, representatives of the Ministry of the Interior and the police.

In the closing discussion the Roundtable participants expressed the view that
the drug economy weakens the state and the government, delaying the deve-
lopment of infrastructure and the provision of services. It is not more money that
Afghanistan needs but a coherent approach to reconstruction and a solution to
the problem of the drug economy. 24.10.2007

Putting the ‘R’ back into DDR
Dealing with ex-combatants following war or armed political conflict is
a complex and challenging task. Disarmament, Demobilisation and Re-
integration (DDR) programmes have been attempted across the globe
with varying levels of success. A psychosocial approach raises additio-
nal questions and invariably means a focus on the reintegration com-
ponent of the DDR process.  Reintegration however is the part of the
process that is the least developed yet the most long-term and difficult
to achieve.

Disarmament and demobilisation are finite tasks, their success is relatively easy
to assess in terms of cessation of hostilities or weapons decommissioned. Rein-
tegration is more ephemeral with its success deeply entwined in socio-economic
and political reality, whilst also being about psychological rehabilitation. On top
of this, the reintegration needs of combatants are dramatically variable.

Gender and age specific needs

It is now common practice to consider all those linked with armies in combat as
combatants, e.g. active soldiers, those caring for the wounded, those housing
combatants, and those smuggling arms. The Cape Town Principles, aimed at
dealing with child soldiers, argue that a combatant is anyone who was part of an
armed force including cooks, messengers, and girls recruited for sexual purpo-
ses. It is important to cast the net as wide as possible when offering reintegrati-
on programmes, but such a broad definition raises question about how to deal
with a variety of needs. This is cut across by other factors such as gender and
age. It is well established for example that female ex-combatants often fail to
access reintegration programmes or are excluded. Notwithstanding the work
done by many innovative reintegration programmes, there has been at times a
one-size-fits-all approach to reintegration.

mailto:sascha.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.unicef.org/emerg/files/Cape_Town_Principles(1).pdf
http://www.unddr.org
http://www.incore.ulst.ac.uk
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Economic perspectives…

To date reintegration has largely, although not exclusively, focused on subsidies,
as well as skills and educational development aimed at employment and econo-
mic reintegration. This is often coupled with activities such as community sensi-
tisation, psychological assistance, reconciliation initiatives and public education.
This is important because social and psychological reintegration cannot be divo-
rced from post-conflict reconstruction.  It is common in countries such as Sierra
Leone and Liberia for ex-combatants to point out that the skills they have lear-
ned in training programmes are useless in a climate of mass unemployment.
Obviously a strong economy and a stable political context are vital to reintegra-
tion efforts.  However, often employment is seen as the panacea for dealing
with social and psychological reintegration, or the relevance of counselling and
reconciliation rituals are overly emphasised.  A balanced process is needed.

It is interesting to consider for example a relatively prosperous society like Northern
Ireland in this regard. Ex-combatants, and especially those released after lengthy
prison services, still find it difficult to find work because of discrimination, skills
deficits and a small employment market as they are often afraid to work outside
of their ‘own areas’. Research suggests that 30 to 40% of ex-prisoners are
unemployed compared to a national unemployment rate of about 5%.

That said, it would also be inaccurate to simply assume that all those unemplo-
yed do not work because of their ex-prisoner status. Many suffer from health
problems and some find it difficult to work in environments over which they
have little control or are subject to hierarchical relationships. In other words, the
legacy of the conflict endures in the structural make-up of the society, but there
are also psychological obstacles. This is true for ex-combatants as it is for the
society at large.

… and psychological pitfalls

Reintegration as a concept cannot be detached from the psychosocial context in
which it is being undertaken. This might sound like stating the obvious, however,
from a psychosocial perspective, it is the nuanced interplay between the psycho-
logical and political and socio-economic situation that is important. This can im-
pact on how we conceptualise and run reintegration programmes, as well as
determine their success.

Training someone for a new job is not simply about teaching them how to do a
task.  Reintegration demands so-called ‘soft skills’ such as co-operation, self-
reliance, networking ability, community development and social entrepreneurs-
hip, not to mention psychological readiness to deal with the challenges a new
job will present. It is difficult to teach these ‘skills’. Some international lessons
suggest these are best imparted through strong active ex-combatant organisati-
ons themselves and reintegration programmes that are participatory rather than
just training based.

In addition, DDR processes can fail to acknowledge that disarmament and de-
mobilisation are in themselves contributing factors to why some male ex-com-
batants fail to reintegrate. Some men, as a result of the violent masculinities
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Further information:

Brandon Hamber

Brandon Hamber is the

Research Co-ordinator

of INCORE, a United

Nations Research Centre

for the Study of Conflict

at the University of

Ulster and a Senior

Lecturer at the

University. In November,

he will give a Training on

DDR on behalf of KOFF.

shaped during war, can feel emasculated as a result of disarmament. Being
trained with basic skills such as food gardening or a trade can be seen as deme-
aning influencing ex-combatants willingness to continue such work after the
training. The meaning attached to a reintegration programme is also important.

In South Africa, hundreds of ANC guerrillas who were offered a place in the new
military ‘walked away’ from the process. They felt their ‘bush experience’ was
not valued because of the low ranks they were given in the new integrated
military. They felt undervalued. In Northern Ireland, using the term reintegration
could alienate some former combatants because it is a term generally used
within the criminal justice service. Being part of a reintegration scheme can be
seen as a form of ongoing criminalisation. From the opposite end of the spect-
rum, reintegration as an option can also be a bridge too far for the people ex-
combatants have hurt or bereaved, and seen as a reward for violent behaviour.
This in turn undermines ex-combatants’ chances of ever being reintegrated.

Thus, getting to grips with reintegration is about grappling with issues at the
heart of most conflicts, such as the legitimacy of the use of violence. This is a
society-wide task and requires political will, as well as being the responsibility of
ex-combatants themselves. We also need to move away from seeing DDR pro-
cesses as essentially functional tasks that need to be undertaken to cement
peace. Reintegration cannot simply be about a-contextual investments into trai-
ning schemes that count success by the number of people who are trained.
Capacity building and life skills, as well as dealing with the psychological residue
of the conflict in the minds of ex-combatants and other citizens too, should be
part of the package. 16.10.2007

mailto:b.hamber@ulster.ac.uk
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QUNO

GCSP

DCAF

HEI 

International Geneva

in a nutshell

 

Further information:

GCSP Raj Rana

Further information:

LIPS  Ahmed M. El Ashker

LIPS

Conference Homepage

Complete report
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News from Swiss NGOs

New Database on Geneva’s Peace-building Capacity
The Geneva Center for Security Policy (GCSP) and it partners have undertaken an
analytical mapping of Geneva-based organizations involved in peace-building
activities. A total number of 69 organisations provided detailed information on up
to three peace-building sectors where they feel they have added the greatest
value. The organisations also elaborated on their activities in particular priority
sectors in the present and potential future focus countries of the Peace-building
Commission.

The results of the mapping are available in a searchable online database, the
„International Geneva Peace-building Guide“.  The Guide is a useful tool which
allows information about the types of organisations involved in peace-building
work, the countries in which these organisations are engaged, the peace-buil-
ding sectors in which they are active, and the types of activities they undertake.

Since late 2005, GCSP and its partners have organised a series of events focus-
ing on the implications that the work of the newly created UN Peace-building
Commission might have for International Geneva. The resulting project has been
developed by GCSP in collaboration with its partners, the Quaker United Nations
Office in Geneva (QUNO), the Graduate Institute for International Studies (HEI/
PSIS) and the Geneva Centre for Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF). The
project has engaged a broad range of International Geneva stakeholders in discus-
sions, workshops and public events, aimed at examining the ways in which
Geneva-based institutions interact with the notion of „peace-building“, both in
theory and in practice. 01.10.2007

International Peace Conference
The Lucerne Initiative for Peace and Security (LIPS) held its 2nd International
Peace Conference, dedicated to the theme of „Water – Main Challenge for Peace
and Security in the Future?“ on 21 September. Various aspects of the issues
involved, including the question of the ownership of water and the relationship
between water and armed conflicts, were discussed at five workshops. Simon
Mason and Samuel Luzi from swisspeace chaired one workshop on „Armed
Water Conflict – Myth or Reality?“, whereas Heinz Krummenacher held a pre-
sentation on security policy and climate change.

Helping to draw conclusions at the end of the Conference were the European
Union’s Ambassador to Switzerland Michael Reiterer, Remo Gautschi of the Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), journalist Arnold Hottinger and
Mozambique’s Minister for Public Works and Housing Felício Zacarias. A debate
with the public followed, on the water-related problems of Europe, Africa and the
Middle East. A final document, the addresses by guest speakers, and the results
of the workshops are available on the Website of the LIPS. 10.10.2007

http://www.quno.org
http://www.gcsp.ch
http://www.dcaf.ch
http://www.hei.unige.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/62/GCSP.pdf
mailto:r.rana@gcsp.ch  
mailto:info@lips-org.ch
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://www.lips-org.ch/konferenz.php
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/62/LIPS.pdf
http://www.gcsp.ch/e/publications/IGPeaceProject/Guide/index.htm
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CASIN

GPCS

Further information:

CASIN Isabelle Hildebrand

UN Resolution

Day of Non-Violence

Forum for Peace

Education 

Swiss Peace Council

Resolution on „Day of Non-Violence“
A large number of Swiss peace organizations have adopted their own Resoluti-
on for an International Day of Non-Violence (in German, French and Italian).
Violence can be viewed as „one way of coming to terms with an apparently
hopeless situation“. However, situations are more likely to be judged hopeless
when the individuals or groups involved lack the creativity or the resources that
would enable them to cope. The signing peace organizations commit themsel-
ves to contribute within the realms of possibility to the preservation and deve-
lopment of peaceful co-existence, both through their activities and by trying to
convince others of their own positive values. The instruments they rely on are
commitment, information and continuous training.

Investing Private Capital in Emerging & Frontier
Market Small and Medium Enterprises
On September 24th & 25th the Centre for Applied Studies in International Nego-
tiations (CASIN) hosted the 2nd Geneva Private Capital Symposium on Investing
Private Capital in Emerging and Frontier Market SMEs. Over 200 participants –
among them private and institutional investors, asset managers, and regulatory
authorities – coming from 70 countries attended the symposium. The various
sessions addressed issues such as private capital profitability, changing frame-
works, lessons learnt by pioneer investors or risk management and financial
innovation. People attending were both dedicated to the sector as well as inte-
rested to make things move.

57 expert investors and SME finance specialists shared their strategies and in-
sights about investing in emerging markets. One aim was to promote a better
understanding of the problems of accessing financing for SMEs and explore po-
tential investment vehicles that could interest private investors.

The Geneva Private Capital Symposium (GPCS) is an action-oriented platform
initiated in 2004 by CASIN. It is designed for the private sector to expand know-
ledge on development challenges, to share experiences, to network and to un-
cover economic opportunities to serve underserved markets, thus securing a
more inclusive market economy. Every activity held under the GPCS results from
a partnership between the private sector and CASIN. In 2005, CASIN and the
Geneva Financial Center held the first international symposium, Investing Private
Capital in Micro & Small Business Finance. This year, CASIN’s sponsors were
Seco, Credit Suisse, IFC, among others. 16.10.2007

http://www.casin.ch
http://www.geneva-private-capital-symposium.com
mailto:ih@casin.ch 
http://www.un.org/events/nonviolence/resolution.shtml
http://www.gewaltfreiheit.ch
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.friedensrat.ch/


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 62 9

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

Further information:

Swiss Peace Council

Further information:

IFF Sean Müller

 IFF

 IPI  

On June 15 this year the UN General Assembly decided to declare the birthday of
Mahatma Gandhi (October 2) as an „International Day of Non-Violence“. The
events organized in Switzerland to mark the occasion included a „Gandhi Soi-
rée“ at Lausanne’s Maison du peuple, complete with a few brief speeches and
a historic video about Gandhi. The Forum for Peace Education and the Humanist
Movements of St. Gallen and Zurich also celebrated the occasion. For further
information you may log on to a new website: www.gewaltfreiheit.ch.

02.10.2007

Democratisation in Malawi
The Institute of Federalism in Fribourg (IFF) has, since 2004, been co-operating
with a partner in Malawi. The goal is to combine political science with politics,
i.e. academic research with policy recommendations.

The Institute of Policy Interaction (IPI), based in Blantyre, is trying to identify a
way out of one of the most serious political crises in democratic Malawi. Bene-
fitting from a well established network of contacts, IPI and IFF held a series of
bilateral consultations with Members of Parliament and donors, in the first two
weeks of October this year.

Ranking 166th (of 177) in the Human Development Index 2006, Malawi can
hardly be said to have made significant socio-economic progresses in the last
years. President Bingu wa Mutharika is thus quick in blaming the Parliament,
dominated by the opposition, as a mere obstacle for development – and had it
prorogued. Local Government elections keep on being postponed, as does the
nomination of an Electoral Commission responsible for overseeing the General
Elections in 2009. The conflict between executive and legislative indeed threa-
tens to halt the whole democratization process embarked upon after the first
multiparty elections ever in 1994. 16.10.2007

mailto:info@friedensrat.ch 
mailto:Sean.Mueller@unifr.ch 
http://www.federalism.ch
http://www.ipi-malawi.org
http://www.gewaltfreiheit.ch
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Geneva Call

Further information:

Geneva Call

Pascal Bongard 

SDC’s website on the

Great Lakes Region

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Puntland authorities grant access
to their military stockpiles
In July-August 2007, Geneva Call visited the Puntland authorities, a signatory to
the Deed of Commitment, in order to address allegations of anti-personnel (AP)
mine acquisition issued by the Monitoring Group on violations of the UN arms
embargo in Somalia. The Puntland authorities denied the allegations and, as an
act of good faith, provided Geneva Call unprecedented access to their military
stockpiles in Garowe and Galkayo. No AP mines were found except a small
number that Puntland had disclosed to Geneva Call in an earlier mission in 2004.

In addition, the Puntland authorities reiterated their commitment to the ban and
requested the necessary international assistance to destroy their mine stocks
and other explosive ordnance. Geneva Call is currently in discussion with inter-
national demining NGOs to explore ways/possibilities to provide support.

30.09.2007

Workshop on Dealing with the Past in Bujumbura
In September, the Political Division IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
(FDFA) and the Swiss Embassy in Nairobi jointly organized a workshop in Bujum-
bura. Various persons with responsibility for the implementation of Swiss policy
in the African Great Lakes Region attended the event in the Burundi capital,
including representatives of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
(SDC), and in particular its humanitarian aid division. The aim was to familiarize
them with a „dealing with the past“ approach for Burundi and to make recom-
mendations for its integration at the level of strategy and notably in the Great
Lakes Program.

On the first day the workshop concentrated on new developments in the dealing
with the past concept. There was also an introduction to key aspects of the
situation in Burundi, for example the long-running violence and the general cli-
mate of impunity. The discussions also touched on the role of the United Nations
in relation to truth and reconciliation and judicial structures, and the way these
are viewed by Burundi society.

Various persons and institutions active in dealing with the past were identified
on the second day and assessed for their synergy potential. The extent to which
Switzerland might be able to contribute to the development of some kind of
methodological support in Burundi was also discussed. The participants’ recom-
mendations will serve as the basis for the focus on Dealing with the Past and
Justice in Transition Processes in the 2008 Program of the FDFA in support of the
effort to bring peace to the Great Lakes Region. 17.10.2007

Further information:

SDC Marc George

http://www.genevacall.org/
mailto:info@genevacall.org
http://www.sdc-ddc.org.rw
mailto:marc.george@sdc.net 
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Further information:

IR D

 DDPS, IR D 

SDC

FDFA, PD IV

Small Arms Survey

Integrated peace-building missions
The 3rd Symposium of International Relations and Defence (IR D) in September
was attended by some 80 representatives of the Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs (FDFA) and the Federal Department of Defence, Civil Protection and Sport
(DDPS) as well as a large number of defense attachés accredited in Switzerland.
The subject was civil-military cooperation in the context of international peace-
building missions. Brigadier Erwin Dahinden, Swiss Army Chief of IR D, underli-
ned the special importance of integrated procedures in international crisis ma-
nagement today. He noted that security, democratic rule of law and development
cooperation are inter-dependent, and lasting stabilization is only possible through
coordinated efforts in all three areas.

Referring to his own experience in Liberia Walter Fust, Director of the Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), demonstrated the complexity,
and at the same time the indispensability of multi-actor coordination in efforts to
create a lasting peace. Future Peace Support Operations (PSOs) therefore need to
be incorporated in the planning and implementation of a „whole of govern-
ment“ approach. Christina Wille of the Small Arms Survey offered another ex-
ample, that of the „European Union Assistance on Curbing Small Arms and Light
Weapons in Cambodia“ (EU ASAC), which again illustrated the importance of an
all-embracing joint civil-military approach to the demobilization of former comba-
tants. Thomas Greminger, Director of Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV), pointed
to the many ways in which civil and military tasks interact in the context of
peace-building. He pointed out that Switzerland could make a useful contribution
to the concrete delineation of these „interfaces“ by drafting appropriate guideli-
nes.

In the closing panel discussion, moderated by swisspeace Director Laurent Goet-
schel, representatives of both the FDFA and the DDPS once again stressed the
importance of developing the integrated mission approach into an efficient and
pragmatic system of interaction, setting aside ideological differences and taking
civil-military cooperation a step further. 17.10.2007

mailto:ibv@vtg.admin.ch
http://www.vtg.admin.ch/internet/groupgst/de/home/peace.html
http://www.deza.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org
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News from the

9 international KOFF

partner organizations.

Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

SPICE/GTZ

FriEnt
FriEnt has published documentation on the results of workshops on the linking
of development and transitional justice and on the legitimacy of transitional
justice mechanisms. The workshops were part of an international conference
which took place in Nuremberg in June entitled „Building a Future on Peace
and Justice“.

In August FriEnt gave its support to the conflict-sensitive approach adopted in
Abéché, in the eastern part of Chad, by a number of German organizations:
the cooperation program PRODABO, the technical cooperation society GTZ, the
Bank of Reconstruction Credit (KfW) and the German Development Service
(DED).

EPLO
A policy paper intended as an input for an ad hoc working group of the Euro-
pean Council, which is preparing a Joint Strategy for adoption at the next EU-
Africa Summit, will soon be available on the EPLO website.

A case before the European Court of Justice dealing with the differences
between development policy and security policy, in the context of efforts to
combat the stockpiling and spread of small arms and light weapons, will be
decided soon after the Advocate General’s final conclusion.

International Alert
In the coming year International Alert (AI) will help the Global Facilita-
tion Network for Security Sector Reform (GFN-SSR) to make a comprehensive
study of the security sector reform process in Sierra Leone. For more informat-
ion please contact Peter Albrecht (IA) or Paul Jackson (GFN-SSR).

On September  27, IA’s PeaceTalks discussion, entitled ‘Reconciling with the
Other Side: Perspectives from the South Caucasus’ brought civil society lea-
ders together to share their first-hand perspectives on the conflict between
Armenians and Azerbaijanis over Nagorny Karabakh.

Forum Ziviler Friedensdienst
The Academy for Conflict Transformation offers a series of Advanced Trainings
in English. The Training courses address organisations and individuals working
in conflict transformation and civil conflict resolution or who wish to extend
their corresponding knowledge and skills for their work at home and abroad.
More Information

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

International Partner Organizations

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Tagungsdoku_www.pdf
http://www.frient.de/laender/tschad.asp
http://www.eplo.org/index.php?id=240
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/de/oj/2005/c_115/c_11520050514de00100010.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:62005C0091:DE:HTML
http://www.ssrnetwork.net/
http://www.ssrnetwork.net/
mailto:palbrecht@international-alert.org 
mailto:P.B.Jackson@bham.ac.uk 
http://www.international-alert.org/press/peace_talks.php
http://www.forumzfd.de/advprog_overview.html
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„Transforming

War Economies“

Medico International (formerly known as CSS) is holding a jubilee celebration
in honor of its 70 years of existence, with a meeting on the subject of post-war
social justice: Nach dem Krieg: Wo bleibt die soziale Gerechtigkeit?On Decem-
ber 8 2007, in the Theatersaal of the „Weisser Wind“ restaurant, Oberdorfstr.
20, in Zurich, 9.00 – 17.00. For additional information.

The swisspeace Annual Conference     takes place in Bern on November 13.
Under the title „Environmental Peacebuilding: Managing Natural Resource Con-
flicts in a Changing World“ the conference will discuss the risks and opportu-
nities involved in resource management. To register.

Under the title „Geteiltes Land – geteiltes Leid. Friedenseinsätze in Palästina“
(A divided country — shared suffering. Peace initiatives in Palestine) Peace
Watch Switzerland looks back over the 60 years since the partition of the
British Mandate Palestine by the UN General Assembly, on Thursday, Novem-
ber 29, 20.00, Hirschengraben 50, Zurich. For additional information.

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.

Other pointers to events

and training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.

„Transforming War Economies“
A new swisspeace working paper emphasizes the importance of economic fac-
tors for conflict transformation. Although economic factors have a proven crucial
influence on a country’s susceptibility to conflict, both military ceasefires and
peace agreements tend to neglect the economic and socio-economic aspects of
war, while emphasizing mainly political and military issues. However, peace-
building and conflict prevention measures applied by the international communi-
ty cannot limit themselves to ending open violence and cutting conflict off profi-
teers from their power and income. In addition, alternative social, economic and
political structures must be fostered to allow the population to meet their basic
needs outside the structures of violent conflict. The establishment of relevant
economic structures and the creation of an attractive climate for foreign invest-
ments are crucial for breaking and transforming the destructive structures of
economies of violence.

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Working_Paper/WP3_2007.pdf
http://www.medicointernational.ch/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=12&Itemid=32
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/etc/registration-annual-conference-2007/index.html
http://peacewatch.ch/download/Palestine/geteiltesland.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/infomarket/events/index.html
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Online Bibliography

Theology and Peace
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The KOFF is sponsored jointly by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and the following Swiss NGOs:
• Alliance Sud • APRED • BAHA’I • Brücke Le pont • Caritas Schweiz • CASIN • cfd • CIMERA • DCAF • Fastenopfer • Fondation
Hirondelle • Forum für Friedenserziehung • Frauen für den Frieden Schweiz • FriedensFrauen Weltweit • Gemeinden Gemeinsam
Schweiz • Geneva Call • Gesellschaft für bedrohte Völker • GSoA • HEKS • Helvetas • Info-Link.org • InfoSud • Intercooperation
• International Association for Human Values • Interpeace • Interteam • LIPS • Medico International Schweiz • Medienhilfe
• mission 21 • MIVA Schweiz • Palmyrah • Peace Brigades International • Peace Watch Switzerland • Quaker United Nations
Office • SAD • Schweizerische Flüchtlingshilfe • Schweizerischer Friedensrat • Schweizerisches Arbeiterhilfswerk
• Schweizerischer Katholischer Frauenbund • Schweizerisches Rotes Kreuz • Service Civil International Schweiz • Stiftung
Kinderdorf Pestalozzi • Swissaid • World  Vision Switzerland • Terre des Hommes Schweiz 

Web tip
Online Bibliography Theology and Peace
The Institute for Theology and Peace (IThP) is a research institution of the Catholic
Church. It was established in 1978 and is actively engaged in research projects
on peace ethics, publishes the series „Theologie und Frieden“ (Theology and
Peace) and „Beiträge zur Friedensethik“ (Contributions on Peace Ethics), has a
library and documents the literature comprehensively. After publications in book
form and on CD ROM, the Institute is now making available free of charge an
Online Bibliography Theology and Peace, which currently contains 159,000 titles.
The emphasis of the documentation is on the individual disciplines within theo-
logy. Literature from the fields of philosophy, political science, research into peace
and conflict, international law and history is taken into consideration if it appears
to be relevant to questions of peace ethics. 580 collective titles of periodicals -
mainly from Europe and North America - are evaluated. This evaluation covers,
wherever possible, all issues of any given periodical.

http://www.ithf.de/bibl
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:damiano.sguaitamatti@swisspeace.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.casin.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/index.php
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/
http://www.info-link.org
http://www.infosud.org
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.wsp-international.org/
http://www.interteam.ch/start.htm
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch
http://www.mission-21.org
http://www.miva.ch/
http://www.refbejuso.ch/content/showInfo.asp?InfoId=791
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.osar.ch/
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it

