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„Putting the ‘R’ back into DDR“:
KOFF-Training on the rehabilitation of ex-combatants
The fourth and last of this year’s training sessions on the reintegration of ex-
combatants took place at the end of November. Participants included represen-
tatives of KOFF member organizations, United Nations staff and guests from
Germany, Sri Lanka and Kenya. The two-day workshop looked at both the practi-
cal and theoretical aspects of the rehabilitation of ex-combatants, and their so-
cial integration. Particular attention was paid to the psychosocial dimension of
reintegration, and to storytelling as one of the methodologies. The participants
were introduced to several projects of the facilitators, especially to the so called
„Wilderness Work“. The workshop was facilitated by Brandon Hamber (INCORE
University of Ulster) and the independent facilitator Alistair Little, who shared his
considerable experience in this area. 26.11.2007

Roundtable discusses worsening
human rights situation in Sri Lanka
A large number of representatives of Swiss civil society, government, acade-
mics and the diaspora attended a KOFF Sri Lanka roundtable entitled     „Human
rights violations in Sri Lanka: Any way out?“ at the end of November. It followed
a recent suicide attack in Colombo and the speech of a leader of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam describing the Sri Lankan government as „genocidal“.

Held under the Chatham House Rule, the roundtable discussed the current hu-
man rights situation in the light of the worsening political situation, the way it
affects international and local NGOs as well as the general population, and the
lack of room for maneuver in the political arena. 29.11.2007

mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/sri-lanka/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/sri-lanka/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Actors/SriLanka_Actors.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Actors/SriLanka_Actors.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Actors/SriLanka_Actors.pdf
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.brandonhamber.com
http://www.wildernessfoundation.org.uk/Page.asp?originx_333ae_56558352496m88n_20075294742y
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=1125&keywords=&booltype=AND&section=2&id=502
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=1125&keywords=&booltype=AND&section=2&id=502
http://www.unddr.org
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/about/chathamhouserule/
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On November 15, 2007 the KOFF Sudan round table, on the basis of the Chatham
House Rule, adressed the situation of civil society organisations in South Sudan,
their role, potential, and current challenges. Apart from the slow implementation
of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), three major challenges to peace
consolidation in South Sudan were mentioned by the guest speaker: the lack of
participation in decision-making processes; the monopolization of power and
resources by a small group and the continuing marginalization of the peripheries;
and the lack of security. Strong civil society organizations are crucial to address
these challenges. Civil society fosters the participation of those that are otherwi-
se excluded from the political process and it serves to maintain pressure and
enhance the accountability of the Government of South Sudan (GoSS) in Juba.

Following the signing of the CPA in January 2005, many local civil society groups
have sprung up and countless international NGOs have established a presence
in South Sudan. NGOs are undoubtedly playing a valuable role in South Sudan,
but it was also underlined that today they face serious challenges. Local NGOs
face a „brain drain“ problem because many qualified personnel leave NGOs
and take more lucrative jobs with the GoSS and the UN. There is also a chronic
shortage of funds for NGO projects. An additional burden is the lack of coordina-
tion and even mistrust between civil society organizations from the South and
from the North of Sudan. Finally, GoSS is creating obstacles for NGOs by requi-
ring them to undergo a cumbersome and confusing registration process. Peace-
building in South Sudan requires the empowerment of civil society organizations.
At this crucial point, international actors have to do more to support this process.

15.11.2007
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KOFF David Lanz
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swisspeace Roundtable:
„Tidying up the Mediation Mess?“
The Mediation Support Project of swisspeace and the Center for Security Studies
of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich organized a Roundtable to
discuss the question of the „mess“ that exists at the level of international me-
diation and the possible use of guidelines and ethical codes of conducts to im-
prove the situation.

Günther Baechler of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs discussed the
challenges and dilemmas facing mediators, including harmful competition among
third party mediators and lack of accountability to the parties concerned. Céline
Yvon and Ram Manikkalingam from the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue pre-
sented the recently published „Guide to Mediation“ with suggestions for mee-
ting some of the challenges. Both found the Guide a useful tool that helps the
mediator and the conflict parties to better understand mediation processes as
applied to real situations. Christoph Weber-Berg from the Business Ethics Unit of
the Reformed Church of Zurich spoke of the potential and risks of ethical guide-
lines. He provided insights into the establishment of codes of conduct and ethical

http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/about/chathamhouserule/
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/about/chathamhouserule/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/sudan/index.html 
http://www.unmis.org/English/cpa.htm
http://www.gurtong.org/resourcecenter/organizations/ngo_Listing_Lcl.asp
http://www.gurtong.org/resourcecenter/organizations/ngo_Listing_Int.asp
http://www.swisspeace.ch/mediation 
http://www.swisspeace.ch/mediation 
http://www.hdcentre.org/ 
http://www.hdcentre.org/ 
http://www.hdcentre.org/datastore/Mediation%20support/mediationguidelines.pdf 
http://zh.ref.ch/bug/content/e5/index_ger.html 
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Further information:

MSP Matthias Siegfried

NCCR

KOFF

Helvetas in Mali

guidelines for various types of business. The experiences of private equity com-
panies and of the tropical woods industry make it clear that a participatory ap-
proach is preferable to a top-down one, especially in the absence of strict sanc-
tion mechanisms.

In the subsequent discussion it was suggested that donors should take the lead
in further refining mediation guidelines. Proper differentiation of the interests
of the various stakeholders (donors, mediators, conflict parties) would     help
to develop a common culture and inspire critical reflection in the mediation
community. 25.11.2007

„Environmental peacebuilding“:
the swisspeace Annual Conference 2007
This year’s swisspeace Annual Conference was devoted to exchanges of
experiences between those concerned with both theory and practice in
conflicts over natural resources in a rapidly changing world, the motto
of the Conference being „Environmental Peacebuilding“.

Scarcity of resources is the cause of many armed conflicts, and since this is
certain to be aggravated by climate change in the years ahead the number of
violent conflicts can be expected to increase further. This point of view has been
a subject of controversy for several decades however. swisspeace researchers
began to study the possibility of a causal relationship between the environment
and conflicts a few years ago. Subsequently the focus shifted to the institutions
that control the utilization of natural resources, for indeed scarcity alone is no
more a cause of violent conflicts than a superfluity of resources would     be the
solution.

In the Anthropocene

In his address to the Conference Simon Dalby, Professor of Political Sciences and
Geopolitics at Carleton University, Ottawa, traced the development of the scien-
tific debate on environmental security for the past 20 years. The availability of
resources, together with institutional weaknesses and the situation of failed
states, have often been identified by researchers as among the causes of violent
conflict. But what is the real nature of the causal relationship? The answer de-
pends on whether the data is being considered by a geologist, a geographer or
a sociologist. According to Dalby, the impact of Mankind is at the heart of the
matter and has become the main driver of climate (and geological) change. In
this new geological age, the Anthropocene, human activities and the dynamic
interaction between Man and his environment are likely to be the source of new
conflicts. We no longer live in an age when the environment can be considered
as a constant in the political debate.

mailto:matthias.siegfried@swisspeace.ch
http://www.north-south.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.helvetas-mali.org/Mali/wFrancais/programme/index32.asp
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Flexible resource management

Dalby’s views were more or less endorsed by the speakers who followed. Tobias
Hagmann, a former swisspeace collaborator who is now with the Department of
Geography of the University of Zurich looked at the problem of environment-
related conflicts in the context of the utilization of resources for agriculture and
cattle breeding in the Horn of Africa. Hagmann was critical of what he sees as
variations on the neo-Malthusian viewpoint, which look for a deterministic rela-
tionship between the scarcity of resources and violent conflict. Such simplistic
views of causal relationships overlook the fact that States can and should have
a control function when resources become scarce. Moges Shiferaw, a researcher
with the swisspeace projects „Human Security“ and FAST early warning also
put the emphasis on a state-guaranteed form of property rights. A system of
access rights for different types of utilization must solve the problem in such a
way as to ensure the utilization of resources on the basis of the appropriate
quality and quantity. In her analysis of various local conflict transformation pro-
jects in the irrigation sector in Kyrgyzstan Christine Bichsel underlined the relati-
onship that exists between the utilization of resources and local politics, a rela-
tionship which is seldom considered in the planning of aid projects. The simple
equation that scarcity of water causes conflicts would     tend to see „more wa-
ter“ as the solution. This would     neither solve such conflicts nor redirect them
into the path of non-violence.

After privatization, many promising reforms

The second panel tried to establish the link between theory and practice. KOFF
member organizations support projects that encourage peaceful utilization of
resources. Examples of two approaches, in Bolivia and Mali, were presented.
Aly Dama, a conflict prevention and conflict management expert with Helvetas,
showed the relationship between failed states, ecological framework conditions
and conflict over resources, in relation to a project in the Sahel area of Mali. The
local population, with the support of Helvetas, organized places to meet and
dovetail their resource requirements. This contributed a great deal to the trans-
formation of violent conflicts over land and cattle. Dama pointed out, however,
that unless supported by an appropriate legal framework at the national level,
such simple instruments do not work. Juan Carlos Alurralde, who heads the
Bolivian NGO „Agua Sustentable“, talked about the origins of water reform in
Bolivia. A new Water Ministry and a national authority for the granting of resour-
ce rights have replaced the earlier policy of privatizing water. Measures like
these need to be seen in an international context. For example, to what extent
are they piloted by international regulations of the World Trade Organisation?
What role could the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights play in relation to water rights?

Academic theory, politics, practice in the field

Politics, academic theory and field practice were the focus of a panel discussion
on the challenges of the future and the role of external actors. Alexander Carius
of the consulting firm Adelphi complained of the lack of linkage between politi-
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Further information:

NCCR Christine Schenk

cal requirements and the role of academia. He suggested that researchers need
more operational know-how. Cristina Hoyos of the Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Cooperation (SDC) also spoke of the need for guidelines and toolboxes
to assist those in the field. Peter Maurer, Switzerland’s Ambassador to the Uni-
ted Nations, pointed out that words are not „innocent“. Terms like „internatio-
nal norms“ and „national responsibility“ often involve highly developed con-
cepts and political agendas that need to be carefully analyzed. Simon Dalby
again stressed the fact that neither „environment“ nor „nature“ are static phe-
nomena, being in a constant state of flux. The final discussion focused mainly on
the political dimension of environmental security and peacebuilding at the inter-
national level, and the related imbalance of power. swisspeace Director Laurent
Goetschel acting as the moderator spoke of the different forms that knowledge
can take. It is just as important to reflect on the approaches taken so far as to
develop new policy ideas.

In a final address, the coordinator of the National Competence Centre for Re-
search (NCCR) North-South, Didier Péclard, spoke of the complexity of the rela-
tionship between the environment, resources and conflict. The State represents
an historic mediation process and is an important factor in conflicts over scarce
resources. There is therefore a need to invest more research in the analysis of
State structures. 20.11.2007

Organizers of the Annual Conference: NCCR und KOFF

The swisspeace-based NCCR North-South and the Center for Peacebuilding
(KOFF) combine theoretical research and practical know-how in the field of
environmental conflict. NCCR North-South is financed by the Swiss National
Science Foundation and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
(SDC). The worldwide chain of research partnerships has existed since 2001
and consists of seven partner institutions in Switzerland and 130 research
organizations and universities in Africa, Asia and Latin America. More than
400 scientists are employed by NCCR North-South. A complete list of partner
institutions in Switzerland will be found at the following address.

mailto:christine.schenk@swisspeace.ch
http://www.north-south.unibe.ch/content.php/page/id/221
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Further information:

PROPAZ/HEKS

Tildy Hanhart

Caritas

Fastenopfer

HEKS

Report of the ICJ

APPO

News from Swiss NGOs

Joint Swiss parliamentary and
church observer mission visits Mexico
A joint parliamentary and church delegation visited two of Mexico’s conflict regi-
ons in November, Oaxaca and Chiapas. The  visit, which was organized in the
framework of the peacebuilding program, PROPAZ, marks the end of the first
year of the presidency of Felipe Calderón and the governorship of Juan Sabines
and is intended to call attention to an increase in human rights violations.

In Oaxaca the delegation met with representatives of the civil rights movement
„Asamblea Popular de los Pueblos de Oaxaca“ (APPO) as well as parliamenta-
rians and the representatives of various organizations and the church. Human
rights violations, corruption and marginalization have sparked a resistance mo-
vement, to which a large segment of the population has adhered – resistance
which has so far claimed some two dozen lives. At the end of November the
Chilean Jurist Roberto Garretón, a member of the International Commission of
Jurists (ICJ), accompanied by a delegation of jurists from Oaxaca, presented his
report on the current human rights situation to the UN Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention in Geneva. The Swiss met with him in Mexico and arranged additional
contacts for him in Geneva.

The delegation also engaged in a wide range of discussions on its arrival in
Chiapas, which included a meeting with the Good Governance Council of the
Zapatista community of Oventic, plus a meeting with the Deputy Minister of the
Interior and his entire staff. Talks were also held with the retired Bishop of Chia-
pas, Samuel Ruíz, who was President of the National Mediation Commission at
the time of the San Andrés Accords between the government and the Zapatistas.
Organized crime, land disputes in connection with the activities of paramilitary
groups, and violent expulsions are making life difficult for the local population.
According to PROPAZ, neither the State Public Prosecutor’s Office nor the Natio-
nal Human Rights Commission have taken any action to punish human rights
violations. Even in the case of the massacre of Acteal in December 1997, when
45 people were killed during a church service, no legal action has been taken.

20.11.2007

PROPAZ is a peace program supported by HEKS, Caritas and the Swiss Catho-
lic Lenten Fund at the operational level, and which is under the patronage of
Bread for all, the Swiss Bishops’ Conference and the Federation of Swiss
Protestant Churches. Its origins can be traced back to the Swiss monitoring
program for southern Mexico which between 1999 and 2002 sent six mixed
parliamentary and church delegations to Mexico.

mailto:hanhart@heks.ch
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/63/Oaxaca.pdf
http://www.asambleapopulardeoaxaca.com/appo/
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HEKS

Further information:

HEKS Sara Baumann

PBI

PBI Guatemala

Order the PBI Report

Office of the HEKS peace project
At the end of a first stage that lasted four years the peace project office of the
Humanitarian Service of the Swiss Protestant Churches (HEKS) has been sub-
jected to an external evaluation. The evaluator came to the conclusion that the
project management needed to be much more conflict sensitive. The office has
nonetheless succeeded in improving the presence of HEKS in this field and its
networking ability, particularly among professionals, thus laying the foundations
for more in-depth dealings with peace-related issues. The evaluator also sugge-
sted that the next stage of the project should above all concentrate on the
interface between the two main focuses of HEKS efforts, namely security of food
supplies, and peacebuilding with conflict transformation.

HEKS/EPER has prepared a series of new teaching modules on the subject of
peace. Confirmation classes and secondary school classes will be able to sub-
scribe to between two and four lessons on peace in the context of a HEKS
school visit, enabling them to discuss the following questions:

Where are wars raging in the world, and what are the causes?

What can be done to promote peace? What concrete actions does HEKS take?

Why has Colombia been in a state of conflict for many years, and how does it
affect children and young people?

Students will be invited to take an active interest, to discuss the various aspects
and to reflect. Various didactic tools and media such as films, board games,
simulation exercises and discussions should contribute to a rich and stimulating
learning process. 19.11.2007

The holder of the office Maya Krell, who presided over its development, intro-
duced more conflict sensitive project management and helped HEKS to shape
it peacebuilding policy, is leaving HEKS. Until her successor is found the duties
will be shared within the organization. Lilian Studer will have responsibility
for strategy, and for Gender & Peace, while Maya Doetzkies will be in charge
of the Human Rights Based Approach.

10 years later: a report from
Peace Brigades International in Guatemala
In 1996 the government of Guatemala signed a peace treaty with the Guatema-
lan National Revolutionary Unit (URNG). On the occasion of the 10th anniversary,
the Peace Brigades International (PBI) project in Guatemala has taken stock of
the post-treaty situation, notably in so far as the strengthening of civil power is
concerned and the function of the military in a democratic society. The results of
the assessment have been summarized in a report focusing on the following:
modernization of the three state organs, efforts to combat impunity, and reform
of the state security system. While progress has been made in strengthening the
civil power, informants note scarcely any positive change in the reality of Guate-

http://www.heks.ch/
mailto:baumann@heks.ch
http://www.peacebrigades.ch
http://www.pbi-guatemala.org/163.html
mailto:info@peacebrigades.ch
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Further information:

PBI Sabine Ziegler

IFF

CNE

Constitutional reform

in Venezuela

malan society. The three state organs are still not sufficiently independent, im-
punity remains the general rule, and there has been little effort to root out
corruption in the institutions of the state. Soldiers and police continue to patrol
side by side, and the civil intelligence service lacks the necessary institutional
framework.

PBI has monitored the situation in Guatemala at first hand since 1983. Its pro-
ject and report should help to consolidate the rule of law, while enabling civil
society organizations to make better use of the room for maneuver. 01.11.2007

KOFF and PBI organise a joint roundtable on security and justice ten years
after the signing of the peace agreement. The roundtable will take place on
Friday, 14 December 2007, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at swisspeace.

The Guatemala expert of PBI Switzerland, Katia Aeby, and Lukas Heinzer,
desk officer for Guatemala at the Political Division IV of the Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs, will present their views and discuss the PBI report.

Institute of Federalism advises
Venezuela on direct democracy
Since July, the Institute of Federalism     (IFF) has been showing the electoral
authority of Venezuela, the Consejo Nacional Electoral (CNE), how to make use
of and develop the mechanisms of direct democracy. The Venezuelan Constitu-
tion of 1999 calls for the participation of all eligible citizens. However the ne-
cessary instruments – which include four different kinds of referendum – have
yet to be given definitive legislative shape. The IFF has been working with the
CNE on the necessary legislation.

The initial exchanges of experience focused on the mechanisms of direct de-
mocracy in Switzerland. In the next stage the IFF explored the detailed legisla-
tive process with the CNE. A joint workshop was held to discuss key aspects of
the law. Naturally, although the basic principles of direct democracy remain the
same, the cultural and institutional differences between the two nations had to
be taken into account. One particularly important aspect is the need to ensure
data protection, not only at election time but also with respect to the personal
data on an initiative or referendum list. Following the discussion of numerous
related points a number of proposals found their way into the draft legislation.
This must now be approved by parliament.

Although the constitutional reform that is being put to the vote on 2 December
marks a step backward in several areas, the IFF feels its cooperation with the
CNE has contributed to the development of direct democracy institutions, which
relate to more than just referendums. Appropriate legislation is in any case only
one of the many factors required for a functional direct democracy, although it
is an essential one. 19.11.2007

Further information:

Claudia Josi

mailto:sabine.ziegler@peacebrigades.ch
http://www.federalism.ch
http://www.cne.gov.ve/
http://www.cne.gov.ve/elecciones/referendo_constitucional2007/documentos/Reforma.pdf
mailto:claudia.josi@unifr.ch
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Medienhilfe

Further information:

Medienhilfe

Peace Mediation

Course

Mediation Support

Project, swisspeace

CSS

FDFA

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Medienhilfe: a 15 year old success story
As part of celebrations for 15 years of efforts to assist the world’s media, medien-
hilfe (Media Aid) has created a special anniversary edition of its website, inclu-
ding congratulations from Switzerland’s foreign minister Micheline Calmy-Rey.
The 15 years of media aid are summed up in photos and reports, with a number
of highlights. Partners, media experts and donors have contributed their views
with reference to current topics and projects.

The collapse of the former Yugoslavia unleashed a wave of violence, hate and
destruction in southeast Europe and caused much concern in Switzerland. Among
the most concerned were many journalists and politically committed individuals,
aware of the media’s responsibility to society, who wanted to do something to
counter bloodthirsty war propaganda. For this reason they created medienhilfe, a
network which never ceases to take local needs and requirements into account
in its approach.

In its efforts to encourage independent media in war zones the organization has
supported projects devoted to important issues including reconciliation, dealing
with the past, and the protection and integration of minorities. In the so-called
„countries in transition“ the emphasis has been on cooperation with the kind of
media that is more concerned with the professional standards of independent
journalism than with profit, and which tries to resist political influence. The les-
sons learned in the former Yugoslavia have been put to good use elsewhere in
central and southeast Europe. The coming year will see new partnerships being
developed with media in the Middle East. 15.11.2007

Training in international mediation
Peacemaking and mediation are central pillars of Switzerland’s foreign policy.
Swiss mediation experts have made important contributions to a number of
peace processes including in Burundi, Cyprus, Macedonia, Nepal, Aceh, and South
Sudan. In order to further develop mediation capacities and skills the Swiss
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), together with swisspeace and the
Center of Security Studies (CSS ETH Zurich), is offering for the first time a Peace
Mediation Course (PMC). The purpose of the course is to train diplomats, media-
tors and peacebuilding experts in the disciplines, skills, concepts and attitudes
required for successful mediation. The course, which will benefit from the input
of experts with considerable experience in the field, is based on an approach
that takes the possible impact of the mediator, for good and bad, fully into ac-
count. Three modules, each lasting a week, focus on specific aspects of peace
negotiations and their relevance to the mediator. Details about the program and
the application process (deadline: December 15, 2007) can be found on the
regularly updated website www.peacemediation.ch.        14.11.2007

Further information:

FDFA Michael Murezi

http://www.medienhilfe.ch
mailto:cgu@medienhilfe.ch
http://www.peacemediation.ch
http://www.peacemediation.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/mediation
http://www.swisspeace.ch/mediation
http://www.css.ethz.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch
mailto:murezi.michael@eda.admin.ch
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Further information:

PD IV Lukas Heinzer

UN-Guatemala

Agreement

OHCHR

Switzerland supports the formation of an international
commission against impunity in Guatemala
Seeing that justice is done is of crucial importance when it comes to respect for
human rights. In Guatemala however the system of justice is in a real crisis, with
an average of 16 killings per day, while just 1.5 per cent of the cases end in
conviction. For many observers the endemic violence and general impunity of the
post-war situation in Guatemala holds the seeds of renewed conflict. Politically
inspired murders are one example of this general culture of violence with impu-
nity, having claimed the lives of no less than 50 candidates and campaign hel-
pers in the course of the presidential elections this autumn.

The daily challenges that overtax the authorities are not the only possible expla-
nation for this situation. Structural impunity is also a result of the toleration and
even complicity of certain branches of the state authority. The international com-
munity has identified infiltration of the state by so-called „clandestine groups“
as an important catalyst for impunity. It is thought that elements of the  security
apparatus that drifted towards organized crime after the civil war are behind
these groups.

The peace accords commit the government to taking action against such structu-
res of organized crime. Now an international commission is being set up that
should put an end to the reign of illegal groups. After the failure of the first
proposal for a commission to investigate illegal bodies in Guatemala, the go-
vernment and the United Nations have finally agreed on the creation of an Inter-
national Commission against Impunity in Guatemala (Comisión Internacional contra
la Impunidad en Guatemala, CICIG). The corresponding law took effect on 4
September 2007. Switzerland has long insisted on the need for such a commis-
sion, and the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) is prepared to provide
financial support. 20.11.2007
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Program and speeches

of the annual conference

Migration

partnerships

Innovative ideas at the annual conference of the Political
Division IV for dealing with the problem of migration
The Annual Conference of Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV) of the Federal De-
partment of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) took a fresh look at migration engaging in
dialogue on the challenges, as well as the opportunities for and possibility of
finding innovative solutions. About 400 participants from Switzerland and abroad
attended the Annual Conference at the Stade de Suisse in Bern.

In an address opening the Conference the Head of the Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs (FDFA), Mrs. Micheline Calmy-Rey, noted that the subject of migra-
tion has too long been considered from a national point of view, despite the
increasingly dynamic nature of the migration dialogue at the international level.
She noted that Switzerland has played a leading role in this international dia-
logue and promised that it would     continue to do so. Nothing can hold back those
who long for freedom and security. Draconian asylum laws only force migrants to

mailto:lukas.heinzer@eda.admin.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/63/GuatemalaAgreement.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/english/countries/gt/index.htm
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/migr/migpa.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/migr/migpa.html
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seek illegal channels. Other speakers from different parts of the world shed new
light on the subject of migration, and the consensus view was that the source
countries and the countries of destination find themselves in the same boat,
making global dialogue on the subject of migration a necessity.

Innovative ideas, such as the „migration partnerships“, were given an attentive
hearing at the Conference. This framework has been pioneered by Switzerland
and intends to take into account the interests of all countries concerned by the
problem of migration. Also in the spotlight was a project aimed at increasing the
protection available in the source regions so as to prevent those in need of such
protection from undertaking risky voyages. Another topic discussed was the „cir-
cular migration“ that would     be made possible by allowing access to the labor
markets in the countries of destination, under controlled conditions and for li-
mited periods. This would     help the labor markets concerned while at the same
time combating poverty by enabling migrants to transfer both cash and know-
how to     help development at home. The challenge this global phenomenon pre-
sents to the international community was made very clear at the Conference.
There is a real need for responsible political leadership, able to distinguish between
myth and reality. 20.11.2007

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

PD IV Manuel Jakob

Swiss support for human rights activists
The prestigious Human Rights Defender Award of the American non-governmen-
tal organization Human Rights Watch this year went to Arnold Tsunga of Zimbab-
we and Mandira Sharma of Nepal.

Both of this year’s winners receive financial support from Switzerland to assist in
their activities. Tsunga, who is Director of the Zimbabwe NGO „Lawyers for
Human Rights“ (ZLHR) has faith in the courage of the judiciary and the ability of
the courts to ensure respect for human rights in his native land. He feels it is his
duty to support these judges, and human rights activists who try to defend victims
in the courts. The Human Rights Defender Award is a clear indication of the
quality and importance of the work of Tsunga and the ZLHR. In addition to the
support already being provided, the Swiss Embassy will finance a program to
train lawyers in electoral law in preparation for the elections of March 2008. A
Rapid Response Unit created specifically for the elections will guarantee the
safety of the lawyers actively involved.

Mandira Sharma is the first woman from her village in Nepal ever to train as a
lawyer. She founded the Advocacy Forum to champion the rights of ordinary
Nepalis caught up in the civil war. Since a peace agreement was signed in 2006,
Mandira Sharma has fought against the culture of impunity which obstructs the
peace process. Switzerland works closely with this activist, who was invited to
present her views and experiences at a forum on the human rights situation in
Nepal held in Geneva in April 2006, organized by the Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs (FDFA). Sharma was in the front ranks of the „Jan Andolaan II“
mass demonstrations that resulted in the restoration of Nepal’s democratic struc-
tures. The FDFA and the Advocacy Forum are both committed to the abolition of
torture in Nepal and the prosecution of those responsible. 20.11.2007

Further information:

PD IV Elisabeth Gilgen

http://hrw.org/english/docs/2007/10/10/eca17065.htm
http://www.zlhr.org.zw/
http://www.advocacyforum.org/
mailto:manuel.jakob@eda.admin.ch
mailto:elisabeth.gilgen@eda.admin.ch
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EPLO
On the occasion of the 7th anniversary of UN Security Council Resolution 1325
on Women, Peace and Security the EPLO passed in review the activities under-
taken so far for implementation of the resolution. Its website also refers to the
related efforts and decisions of the European Union.

International Alert
The Caucasus Business Development Network (CBDN), a partner of Internatio-
nal Alert in the South Caucasus, renewed its efforts to strengthen peace in the
region through two business meetings. Partners of CBDN organized the first
regional economic forum in Abkhazia especially aimed at women.

Berghof
Mrs. Dekha Ibrahim Abdi, a member of the Board of the Berghof Foundation for
Peace Support, is a winner of the Right Livelihood Award, which is sometimes
referred to as the ‘alternative Nobel Prize’.

GTZ
In a  unique study  ‘The CSR Navigator - Public Policies in Africa, the Americas,
Asia and Europe’ the Bertelsmann Foundation and German Technical Coope-
ration (GTZ) have investigated ways in which governments can strengthen
the social responsibility of business and involve business leaders  in the solu-
tion of complex problems in a meaningful way.

Conciliation Ressources
Conciliaton Resources made a submission to the United Nations Peacebuil-
ding Commission on the first draft of the ’Sierra Leone Compact’ for the ‘Sierra
Leone Framework for Cooperation’ CR has worked with partners in Sierra
Leone since 1995 including the Bo Peace and Reconciliaton Movement (BPRM).
A publication ‘Building Paths to Peace’ about the work of the BPRM will soon
be available here.
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo The Association of the Local Democracy Agencies(ALDA) and the European
Forum of Coppet have scheduled a conference entitled ‘Etat de la démocratie
et perspectives européennes dans les Balkans’ (The state of  democracy  and
European perspectives in the Balkans) for 3 December, 18.00 in the Chateau
of Coppet (conference language French). Registrations by email  or by phone
+41 (0)21 601 59 27.

http://www.eplo.org/documents/EPLOCPNL_2-9.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/index.php?id=239
http://www.caucasusbusiness.net/
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=192
http://www.rightlivelihood.org/home.html
http://www.gtz.de/de/21388.htm
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/ practice-policy/submissions_Oct07.php
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/63/DraftSierraLeoneCompact.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/west-africa/buildingpaths.php
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
mailto:elisa.raggi@aldaintranet.org
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Surviving the Peace

The Guatemala network of Bern invites interested parties to an event entitled
‘Guatemala 2007: Zwischen „gescheiterter Staatsbildung“ und Neuwahlen’
(between failed State-building and new elections) with Miguel Mörth, a hu-
man rights lawyer who is coordinator of the Guatemala Peace Program of the
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), on Friday, 7 December 2007,
19.30 to 22.00, Käfigturm, Marktgasse 67, in Bern.

CETIM has organized a two-day Symposium to take place 7-9 December 2007
at the Uni Mail in Geneva. Under the title ‘Coopération internationale, déve-
loppement, aide au développement.... De quoi parle-t-on au juste ?’ (Interna-
tional cooperation, development and development aid… what is it all about?)
various Swiss, Belgian and French organizations will discuss the sense of inter-
national cooperation, and its components.

The NADEL Master Program in Development and Cooperation is organizing a
forum on the Role of civil society in shaping development policy. The Forum
takes place 7 December, between 9.30 and 16.30 in the Technopark, Techno-
parkstr. 1, 8005 Zurich. Registration.

The International Alert and Transition International Peaceworkers Program will
offer further training in the reintegration of former combatants, 8-17 February
2008 in Birmingham (UK). Additional information is available from Aurélien
Tobie /+44(0)20 7627 6838/.

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.

Other pointers to events

and training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.

Surviving the Peace
When the first free elections of the post-Apartheid era were held in South Africa
in 1994, the new nation already had been through a lengthy peace process. The
talks between the parties to the conflict that signed the National Peace Accord of
1991 were to a great extent made possible by the mediation of civil society
organizations (CSOs), including the South African Council of Churches (SACC)
and the Consultative Business Movement. What has become of these key ac-
tors, 13 years after the Peace Accord? A new Berghof report entitled „Surviving
the Peace“ looks at the question of whether or not CSOs are able to adapt to the
new post-peace environment in the period of transition to rule of law and demo-
cracy, and if so how. The report’s terminological and theoretical framework is
supported by case studies on South Africa and Guatemala. The resulting recom-
mendations to donors and CSOs are highly relevant. For example the switching
of funds to institutional channels (World Bank, State, etc.) following a peace
process tends to weaken the vital function of CSOs as opposition and therefore
requires an accurate timing.

http://www.berghof-center.org/uploads/download/br16e.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/63/MiguelMoerth.pdf
http://www.cetim.ch/fr/conference_symposium2007.php
http://www.nadel.ethz.ch
http://www.nadel.ethz.ch/aktuell/POM_Forum
mailto:atobie@international-alert.org
mailto:atobie@international-alert.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
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Web tip

Making sense of

Darfur

Duel de Waal -

Prendergast
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Making sense of Darfur – Alex de Waal’s Blog
Alex de Waal’s views may be controversial but there is no denying that 20 and
more years of first-hand experience make him one of the foremost experts on
Sudan, and Darfur in particular. His blog „Making Sense of Darfur“, updated
approximately twice a week, features thematic analyses, new developments on
the ground, and the views of Sudanese and other scholars and practitioners. As
well as a precious source of information for people dealing with Darfur the blog
is a welcome antidote to the often simplistic descriptions of the conflict in the
media. Interesting in this respect is the recent „duel“ between Alex de Waal and
former Crisis Group analyst John Prendergast on the impact of the Darfur advo-
cacy movement which has gained impressive momentum in North America and
increasingly also in Europe.

http://www.ssrc.org/blog/category/darfur
http://www.ssrc.org/blog/category/darfur
http://www.ssrc.org/blog/2007/11/08/dueling-over-darfur-the-newsweek-debate
http://www.ssrc.org/blog/2007/11/08/dueling-over-darfur-the-newsweek-debate
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:damiano.sguaitamatti@swisspeace.ch

