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Further information:

swisspeace Ulrike Joras

As the Chatham House

Rule was applied at the

session, there are no

references to specific

organizations and

speakers in this article.

KOFF websites

on Israel/Palestine

Gender, Conflict

Transformation and

Psychosocial  Approach

New research project looks at tourism and conflict
A new swisspeace research project is looking at how the tourism industry is
affected by violent conflicts and the strategies tourism enterprises in areas thus
affected adopt during and in particular after the conflict. The project, entitled
„Conflict, Tourism and Peace. How far does self-interest carry?“, launched at the
beginning of March, is financed by the German Foundation for Peace Research
(DSF). Comparative studies involving three countries will be made by swisspeace
in collaboration with the Cologne Business School. The aim of the study is to
achieve a better understanding of the scope and limitations of private sector
actors in conflict transformation and peacebuilding. The first findings are due in
mid 2009. 10.03.2008

„Divided Palestine“:
Roundtable on the challenges for Swiss actors
In mid-March KOFF hosted a Roundtable on the political and humanitarian crisis
in Palestine at which representatives of the Swiss government and non-govern-
mental organizations discussed how the latest developments, in particular the
political division of Palestinian society, have impacted on their activities in the
field. What does a „conflict-sensitive approach“ mean in such circumstances
and what strategies can be adopted to meet the new challenges?

In the view of several participants some basic values of development coopera-
tion and security sector reform – e.g. the widest possible inclusion of stakehol-
ders, transparency, pluralism – have been severely tested by the political divi-
sion, and by the widespread international boycott of the Hamas government. It
is particularly difficult for external actors to choose a Palestinian partner, since to
begin with there are no uncontested governmental representatives, and great
care must be taken to avoid any further aggravation of the tension between the
various groups. The Roundtable discussion made it clear that Swiss actors cope
with this situation in a variety of ways. Some limit their collaboration to the
institutions dedicated to „peaceful dialogue“, others prefer to work with actors
that have the greatest influence in a given area, and still others have replaced
State-based cooperation with cooperation at the level of civil society.

In the second half of the Roundtable a participant who recently returned from the
Gaza Strip reported how shocked the people living there were by the eruption of
internal violence between Palestinians last Summer. She stated that the project
partners were also under enormous psychosocial stress, and that there was still
too little attention paid to this problem in international cooperation efforts. In this
context one participant told about the positive experiences with a psychodrama
approach in Gaza. Reference was made to the „Gender, Conflict Transformation
& Psychosocial Approach“ work tool developed by the Swiss Agency for Deve-
lopment and Cooperation (SDC). 10.03.2008

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

mailto:ulrike.joras@swisspeace.ch
http://www.gcsp.ch/nisc/chatham-house.htm
http://www.gcsp.ch/nisc/chatham-house.htm
http://www.gcsp.ch/nisc/chatham-house.htm
http://www.gcsp.ch/nisc/chatham-house.htm
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/israelpalestine/index.html
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Themen/Gender_Gleichstellung/Instrumente_zur_Gleichberechtigung/ressources/resource_de_64499.pdf
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Themen/Gender_Gleichstellung/Instrumente_zur_Gleichberechtigung/ressources/resource_de_64499.pdf
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
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WADI

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

Northern Iraq: left with a heavy legacy
Representatives of various offices of the Federal Administration and Swiss non-
governmental organisations met for an exchange of views with four associates
of Wadi, a German-Iraqi NGO, and a Member of the northern Iraqi Parliament, at
the Iraq Roundtable which KOFF organized in March. The delegation from northern
Iraq came to Switzerland at the invitation of Caritas Switzerland, the Green
Cross and the Society for Threatened Peoples.

The northern Iraqi participants described the main challenges they face in efforts
to implement humanitarian and human rights policies. Clearly the undigested
legacy of the past continues to weigh heavily on the inhabitants of the region.
This year marks the 20th anniversary of the poison gas attack on Halabja that
concluded the infamous „Operation Anfal“ which the regime of Saddam
Hussein mounted against the Kurds (and Shiites). According to the Roundtable
guests little has been done to assist the victims of this campaign right up to the
present day. There is a total lack of infrastructure to deal with the human suffe-
ring caused by Operation Anfal, be it in terms of psychic disturbances or physical
suffering. The poison gas attack also caused serious damage to the local envi-
ronment, and again little or nothing has been done to help the situation. Finally,
the victims are still awaiting official acknowledgement of these events, and the
reparations due. It is therefore extremely important for the international commu-
nity to recognize the Halabja attack as genocide, and this is where the represen-
tatives of northern Iraq feel that actors like Switzerland can make a real contribu-
tion. The concrete proposals put forward included political/legal support for efforts
to obtain recognition of Halabja as a case of genocide, technical-scientific sup-
port for environmental problems, and facilitated visa processes for victims who
are in need of the special treatment available in Europe.

Other points raised at the Roundtable include the neglect of rural areas by go-
vernment development programs, problems of governance, and the lack of pro-
spects in the region for young people. Wadi has nonetheless had some succes-
ses in the past four years, including significant progress in heightening awareness
about such issues as violence against women and female genital mutilation.

11.03.2008
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Who is who

in the Balkans?

New KOFF web pages on „Who is who in the Balkans?“
KOFF has posted to its website a revised, downloadable compilation of Swiss
players in the Balkans. It is a user-friendly document listing 17 governmental and
non-governmental organizations. It provides information on programs and pro-
jects and the most important topics. 11.03.2008

http://www.wadinet.de/index.php
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Actors/List_of_Swiss_actors_SEE_2008.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Actors/List_of_Swiss_actors_SEE_2008.pdf
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Rambouillet Agreement

UNO-Resolution 1244

Ahtisaari Plan 

UNDP survey

„Public Perceptions on

Transitional Justice“ 

Working Group

on People Missing

in Kosovo

Human Rights Watch:

Not on the Agenda -

The Continuing

Failure to  Address

Accountability in Kosovo

Post-March 2004.

Focus
Kosovo, Status, and the Challenge of Dealing with the Past
Dealing with the past is an important duty for the state following a
period of conflict, and one of the most difficult to face. In Kosovo the
challenge is still hostage to the status question. The various Kosovo
ethnic groups do however agree on one thing: that outstanding cases
of missing persons and the issue of war crimes need urgent attention.

„Today, a new life begins,“ wrote Koha Ditore, Kosovo’s largest daily newspa-
per, on 17 February 2008, the day on which Kosovo proclaimed its indepen-
dence. „The past should not be forgotten, but it belongs to the past, and should
be forgiven.“

Like so many other issues in Kosovo, the politics of memory and forgiveness
seem to be tied to the resolution of the status question. Having finally achieved
their ambition of statehood, the editorial suggests that Kosovo Albanians could
now collectively forgive the Serbian government and their fellow Kosovo Serb
citizens for the wrongs that they suffered at their hands. And yet, the legacy of
the past, if it is not to be forgotten, cannot be simply forgiven. In order to
re-establish fundamental trust and accountability in society, experience shows
that there is a need to acknowledge publicly the abuses that have taken place,
to hold those responsible who have planned, ordered, and committed such vio-
lations, and to rehabilitate and compensate victims. Forgiveness has an impor-
tant role to play, but it is an individual and voluntary act which may occur, if the
injured party is willing to forgive. It is not something that can be legislated as
part of state policy, not even by the self-proclaimed, new state of Kosovo. Still,
the question is a legitimate one: How will the change of status affect the
challenge of dealing with the past in Kosovo?

Standards beyond Status?

Dealing with a legacy of human rights violations is one of the most difficult
challenges facing societies emerging from violent conflict. This has certainly been
the case in Kosovo. Neither the Rambouillet Agreement nor UN Resolution 1244
provided for comprehensive measures to deal with grave violations of human
rights and humanitarian law. Nor has the UN Interim Administration Mission in
Kosovo (UNMIK) developed an integrated and complementary approach in this
regard. The negotiations on the future status of Kosovo, led by the UN Special
Envoy on Kosovo Martti Ahtisaari, raised the hope that such fundamental issues
as dealing with the past would be addressed as part of the settlement. Unfortu-
nately, the negotiations failed to produce an agreement on any of the substanti-
ve issues. Nevertheless, the final Ahtisaari proposal did include recommendati-
ons on the matter of past abuses, based on an initiative undertaken by the Swiss
Department of Foreign Affairs (with the support of KOFF) to produce an option
paper on dealing with the past in Kosovo. Both the Pristina government and the
ICO have committed themselves to carry out the Ahtisaari plan and, in this
regard, they can be expected to develop policy options with respect to dealing

http://www.state.gov/www/regions/eur/ksvo_rambouillet_text.html
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N99/172/89/PDF/N9917289.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.unosek.org/docref/Comprehensive_proposal-english.pdf
http://www.kosovo.undp.org/repository/docs/transitional_justice_eng.pdf
http://www.kosovo.undp.org/repository/docs/transitional_justice_eng.pdf
http://www.kosovo.undp.org/repository/docs/transitional_justice_eng.pdf
http://www.icrc.org/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/kosovo-news-290807?opendocument
http://www.icrc.org/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/kosovo-news-290807?opendocument
http://www.icrc.org/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/kosovo-news-290807?opendocument
http://hrw.org/reports/2006/kosovo0506/kosovo0506web.pdf
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with the past. In continuing its initiative with the option paper, the Swiss Mission
in Pristina is now chairing an informal working group on dealing with the past,
including other country missions and international organizations such as the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

Challenges in Dealing with the Past

In the Spring of 2007, the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) in
Kosovo conducted a survey on the attitudes and perceptions of Kosovar resi-
dents of differing ethnic backgrounds regarding transitional justice mechanisms.
There was broad consensus on the need to address the issues of missing per-
sons and war crimes.

Missing Persons

The „Working Group on People Missing in Kosovo“, chaired by the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), was set up in March 2004 to investigate the
fate of persons still unaccounted for in connection with the events in Kosovo
between January 1998 and December 2000. Out of a total of 5’878 cases repor-
ted, 2’047 people were still unaccounted for as of 29 August 2007.

The issue of missing persons was explicitly mentioned in the Ahtisaari proposal.
Despite their rejection of the plan, Serbian officials recognize the need for pro-
gress and continue to support cooperation on missing persons. Since June 2007,
however, the Working Group has not met, among other reasons due to a conflict
between the Serbian and Kosovo Albanian delegations. For further progress to
be made, the authorities in Belgrade and Pristina will have to take decisive
action by providing new information on gravesite locations and other informa-
tion clarifying what happened to those still unaccounted for.

War Crimes

The new EU rule of law mission (EULEX) has declared the reform of the justice
system to be one of its highest priorities. Currently, there are four different sour-
ces of law in Kosovo – international standards, UNMIK regulations, laws adop-
ted by the Kosovo assembly, and laws of the former Yugoslavia. Legal uncertain-
ties due to the multiple sources, coupled with a judiciary lacking guarantees of
independence, adversely affect the ability of the judiciary to provide justice.

In the case of war crimes trials, however, incompatible legal traditions and lack
of judicial independence have not been the only problem. More problematic has
been the widespread de facto impunity in Kosovo for crimes which have a poli-
tical or ethnic dimension. The failure of the justice system applies not only to the
prosecution of war crimes, but also to the investigation and prosecution of
crimes committed in connection with the March 2004 riots according to a recent
report by Human Rights Watch.

As the UNDP survey illustrates, there is a clear popular mandate emanating from
all ethnic communities in Kosovo to resolve outstanding issues of the past. In
light of the heightened tension between Serbia and Kosovo since the declaration
of independence, it is questionable, however, whether the political will necessa-
ry to address these complex and painful issues will be forthcoming. 25.03.2008

Further information:

KOFF Jonathan Sisson

mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.ch
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Interpeace

UN in Liberia

Further information:

Interpeace Sarah Noble

News from Swiss NGOs
Launch of peacebuilding programme in Liberia
From 1989 to 2003, Liberia experienced recurring violent civil conflict on a grand
scale. Nimba County, located in the North Eastern region of the country, served
throughout this period as a locus for the collaboration and mobilization of rebel
groups. Today, tensions in Nimba County between three of the ethnic groups most
embroiled in Liberia’s civil war continue to undermine the consolidation of peace.
This has resulted in delays in the repatriation and reintegration process of thou-
sands of Liberian refugees stranded in neighbouring Guinea, and has become an
obstacle to the economic revitalization of the County.

The Joint Programme Unit for UN/Interpeace Initiatives (JPU) has been working
with Liberians since 2006 to prepare a national dialogue project that will address
the challenges for the consolidation of peace in the country. Late in 2007 it recei-
ved a request by the Liberian government through the Ministry of Internal Affairs
and from the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) to implement an emergen-
cy intervention, in support of their efforts to prevent the escalation of inter-ethnic
tensions in Nimba County. A 6-month process was developed to facilitate the
emergence of a consensus-based strategy for sustained and continued reconcilia-
tion in the County. The proposal was approved in December and implementation
began on 1 February. 17.03.2008
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 CIMERA

Workshop on the rewriting of Armenian-Turkish history
Twenty-five scholars from various ethnic backgrounds and universities attended
the sixth meeting of the „Workshop for Armenian-Turkish Scholarship“ (WATS)
from February 27 to March 1, devoted to study of the aftermath of the 1908
revolution fomented by the Committee of Union and Progress (CUP) – also known
as the „Young Turks“ – its impact on the tottering Ottoman Empire and related
catastrophic developments. The WATS initiative is an attempt to depoliticize the
writing of history on the Armenians and the conditions in which they were anni-
hilated during the First World War. WATS was first convened in the year 2000 by
two university professors: Ronald Grigor Suny, then of Chicago University who is
a specialist in the history of the Caucasus and the Soviet Union, and Fatma Muge
Göçek of the University of Michigan who is a sociologist and a specialist on
modern Turkish history. They thought it was time to begin work on a common
Armenian-Turkish history. In eight years WATS has made remarkable progress,
shifting the emphasis of the debate from whether or not the killing of 1.5 million
Armenians was a genocide, to a new approach in an effort to write a common
history of Armenians and Turks that also addresses the question of genocide, if
and why it occurred.

http://www.interpeace.org
http://www.un.org/Depts/dpko/missions/unmil/
mailto:noble@interpeace.org
http://www.cimera.org
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Further information:

Fondation Hirondelle

Marco Domeniconi

Fondation Hirondelle

UNAMID

The Hirondelle Foundation in Darfur?
The Hirondelle Foundation of Lausanne is considering the possibility of working
with the United Nations African Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) in setting up a
UNAMID radio station there. Following contacts between the President of
Hirondelle and the UNAMID Joint Special Representative for Darfur, Rodolphe
Adada, the latter made an official request to the Foundation for assistance in
setting up a radio station. The aim is to provide the people of Darfur with reliable
and accurate news reports. The Foundation is currently looking into the possibility
of taking on this difficult task and what form collaboration with UNAMID could
take. At present the planning is at a very early stage, weighing the various needs
for program material, hardware and human resources. 15.03.2008

The sixth WATS meeting was facilitated by CIMERA and received logistic support
from the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, and addi-
tional support from the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) as
well as the City and Canton of Geneva.

In parallel with the workshop CIMERA organized a conference open to the public
and attended by over 90 people, entitled: „Les politiques de la memoire: un
chemin vers la reconciliation?“ The subject was a comparative approach to pro-
blems of historic trauma and memory with debate in the hands of journalist and
historian Pierre Hazan, Jonathan Sisson of KOFF, Gérard Libaridian of WATS.

01.03.2008

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

CIMERA  Vicken Cheterian
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Caritas

Fastenopfer

Evaluation of Ixil peace program
The Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund and Caritas submitted their joint peace program
in the Ixil Region of Guatemala to an external evaluation at the end of 2007. The
two organizations have been running the program alone since 2005, before
which time it was financed by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA)
and operated by three relief agencies. The evaluation has been limited to the
period in which the peace program had become well established.

Designed to be participative as a part of the on-going process, the evaluation
has shown the program to be well anchored in the region, developing success-
fully and addressing the right subjects, i.e. organizational development, gender
and access to justice. However since the results of various activities are still
fragile it is indispensable that the program be continued and consolidated in all
three areas. And in future more weight is to be given to the networking of
activities and „political articulation“. The background for this decision is the fact
that the government has declared that it wishes to give the Ixil region priority
status in its compensation program (resarcimiento), which could turn out to be
positive for the communes involved.

mailto:dome@hirondelle.org
http://www.hirondelle.org
http://www.un.org/Depts/dpko/missions/unamid/background.html
mailto:vicken.cheterian@cimera.org
http://www.caritas.ch
http://www.fastenopfer.ch
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Further information:

Fastenopfer

Daniel Hostettler

The second stage will thus start on a better footing, since the program is today
better understood by the actors than it was at the beginning. The partner organi-
zations in the field were initially interested primarily in receiving material sup-
port, but this has now changed. Today the actors no longer view the program as
something imposed from the outside, but as their very own and an opportunity
for clarification, strengthening and development. It is the parties concerned who
themselves increasingly define the activities, and the actors of the organizations
and communes who now accept responsibility for the program.

The evaluation results have benefited the organizations, communes and the
support structure in planning the program of the first half of 2008 at all levels,
defining the way forward for the various activities. The second stage of the
program proper begins in the Summer. 19.03.2008
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Global Initiative

to Fight Human

Trafficking

Further information:

FDFA DP IV

Tamara Münger

News from Swiss Government Agencies

The Vienna Forum:
conference on trafficking in human beings
Switzerland sent a delegation to The Vienna Forum’s „Trafficking in human beings
– a crime that shames us all“ conference, which took place in the Austrian
capital February 13-15. The Vienna Forum is an offshoot of the United Nations
Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking (UN.GIFT). The Initiative is an attempt
by both State and civil society actors to implement a global strategy. The aim is
to coordinate existing measures, to better understand their effectiveness, and to
create or improve general awareness of the phenomenon of human trafficking.

The many conference workshops enabled participants to achieve a deeper un-
derstanding of various aspects of the subject. The conference was well covered
by the media, not least due to the presence of celebrities including Emma
Thompson, Ricky Martin and Julia Ormond, who made it very clear they are
committed to the fight against trafficking in human beings.

The conference was hailed as a success by the Executive Director of the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Antonio Maria Costa. The Swiss
delegation also took a positive view. It is public knowledge that Switzerland
would     like to see the results of the Initiative, and of this conference, discussed in
the UN General Assembly. Costa spoke of the possibility of making the results of
the UN.GIFT process available to the General Assembly for the preparation of an
all-embracing strategy. 18.03.2008

mailto:hostettler@fastenopfer.ch
http://www.ungift.org
mailto:tamara.muenger@eda.admin.ch
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A conference on the topic „Women against impunity“ held on International
Women’s Day (March 8), was addressed by three well known activists: Yasmin
Sooka, a former member of Truth and Reconciliation Commissions in South Afri-
ca and Sierra Leone, Helen Mack of Guatemala, winner of the „alternative No-
bel Peace Prize“, and Mandira Sharma, a Nepali lawyer and human rights defen-
der. The conference was organized by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
(FDFA) and the International Film Festival on Human Rights (FIFDH) in Geneva.

These three experts discussed their personal efforts to combat impunity, and
experiences which touch upon such related issues as the right to know, repara-
tion and justice, and guarantees against recidivism.

The results of their efforts were different in each case. In Guatemala the conclu-
sions reached by two Truth Commissions remained a dead letter. In South Africa
critical voices have been raised against the granting of amnesty to self-con-
fessed felons and the absence of any effective reparation policy. In Nepal the
danger that past crimes will continue to escape punishment needs to be actively
resisted.

The dialogue between these three women made clear the extent to which an
exchange of views on the problems of different countries with similar experi-
ences can help all concerned. The resulting synergies make it possible to combat
impunity with greater effectiveness. 08.03.2008

Further information:

FDFA Luca Venturi 
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COPRET

International Alert

Study of the World Bank
in conflict areas and fragile States
A supertanker in heavy seas is slow to react when the captain orders the helms-
man to change course. This is the striking image which Edward Bell of the UK
NGO International Alert used in the introduction to his 22 February presentation
on the initial results of a study analyzing the activities of the World Bank in
fragile States, with recommendations for improvements. The Conflict Prevention
and Transformation (COPRET) section of the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) has provided International Alert with financial support for the
study since 2007.

„The World Bank’s International Development Association (IDA) has more than
USD 40,000 million at its disposal for the next three years. Of the 80 potential
recipient countries, over half find themselves in politically fragile conditions“,
Bell noted, adding „and yet the World Bank still does not give sufficient conside-
ration to this special context.“

The World Bank is unable to offer funds to fragile States in many cases, either
because they lack the ability to invest the money in sensible projects or because
they are unable or unwilling to meet the Bank’s conditions. The World Bank
offers only support to governments, governments which in many cases are party

mailto:luca.venturi@eda.admin.ch
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Die_DEZA/Organisation/Themen_und_Fachwissen/Sektion_Konfliktpraevention_und_Transformation||
http://www.international-alert.org
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to a conflict. This means a lack of the funding needed to create a situation
of neutrality, which in turn can fuel the dynamics of a conflict. The World Bank’s
support of fragile States is also labor intensive. Edward Bell advises a more
systematic analysis of individual States, including of their informal institutions, as
the only way to avoid undesirable negative consequences. In Nepal, one of the
countries on which the study focuses, a credit in the sensitive area of petrol
subsidies had a destabilizing effect. The World Bank needs greater presence and
better monitoring in situ to ensure conflict-sensitive implementation of the pro-
jects it supports.

Another problem is that the World Bank does not measure the actual impact
of its projects, but only how quickly funds are distributed and the amounts. This
creates false incentives for those involved in projects.

Cristina Hoyos who heads COPRET looks forward to the continuation of the
study: „The results can help the World Bank and the international community of
donors to improve their development programs and projects in these countries.“
This year the study will be extended to Sri Lanka and Burundi. 17.03.2008

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

SDC COPRET

Cristina Hoyos

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forum Civil Peace Service
The Academy for Conflict Transformation, the training department of the Forum
Civil Peace Service, offers Trainings for Peace in English and German. The Trai-
nings address organisations and individuals working in conflict transformation
and civil conflict resolution or who wish to extend their corresponding know-
ledge and skills for their work at home and abroad. „Friedensjournalismus“
(April) and „Administration and Controlling of CPS-Projects“     (May).

The Academy for Conflict Transformation would like to invite you to the infor-
mation day on its 9-Week-Qualification Course 2008 and the series of Trainings
for Peace Autumn/Winter 2008: Friday, 25th April 2008, 1pm – 5pm, at the
Arbeitnehmer-Zentrum Königswinter (near Bonn), Germany.

International Alert
Representatives from Burundian and Sierra Leonean organisations shared their
peacebuilding experiences in a conference hosted by International Alert end of
February. The conference looked at the role of civil society organisations in
monitoring and evaluating UN Peacebuilding Commission projects and ensu-
ring they address gender issues.

„Youth Perspectives on Community Security in the Eastern Terai“ voices con-
cerns of young Nepali people from regional dialogue processes reflecting them
to policy- and decision-makers at the national level. The paper was released in
January 2008 by International Alert and its partner „Friends for Peace“ (FFP)

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

International Partner Organizations

News from the

9 international KOFF

partner organizations.

Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

SPICE/GTZ

mailto:cristina.hoyos@deza.admin.ch
http://www.forumzfd.de/fileadmin/PDF/Akademie/aktuelle_Ausschreibungen/TfP_Friedensjournalismus_AfK-DED_Apr_Mai_2008.pdf
http://www.forumzfd.de/fileadmin/PDF/Akademie/aktuelle_Ausschreibungen/TfP_4_Administration_and_Controlling_08_final_neu.pdf
http://www.akademie.forumzfd.de
http://www.akademie.forumzfd.de
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=225
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=223
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
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and outlines the key community security concerns in eastern Terai, Nepal. It is
part of a series of recent reports from Nepal that highlight the voice of rural
communities on issues such as security. Over the past months, FFP and Interna-
tional Alert have issued a number of reports on community-level issues, such
as security, to inform policy-makers, civil society groups and donors.

European Center for Conflict Prevention
European Centre for Conflict Prevention (ECCP), Global Secretariat for the Glo-
bal Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC), has published
two new editions in the GPPAC Issue Paper series: „Joint Action for Preven-
tion: Civil Society and Government Cooperation on Conflict Prevention and
Peacebuilding“ which includes inspiring case studies from around the world,
and „Why and when to use the media for conflict prevention and peacebuil-
ding“ which sets out the different roles media can play in preventing conflict
and achieving change. Both papers can be downloaded or ordered in hard
copy. A third issue paper, on monitoring and evaluation in conflict prevention
and peacebuilding, is forthcoming.

CDA Collaborative Learning Projects
CDA’s Reflecting on Peace Practice Project (RPP) conducted a number of cu-
mulative impact case studies. These cases explore whether and how individu-
al peace initiatives at different levels, and working with different groups, add
up to larger impacts. Four cases have been completed: Burundi, Cyprus, South
Africa, Northern Ireland, and three are underway: Israel/Palestine, Sri Lanka
and Liberia. A Guatemala case is also being organized. The Cyprus, Burundi
(French version), and Northern Ireland cases are now available as well as the
report of the consultation.

RPP is developing a new Collaborative Learning effort on Conflict Prevention:
It held three small consultations in Stockholm, London and Washington on a
potential new project on the prevention of violent conflict, and will hold a
fourth in New York. The Concept Paper is available upon request.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gppac.net/uploads/File/Programmes/Interaction%20and%20Advocacy/Issue%20Paper%204%20December%202007%20Gov-CSO%20cooperation.pdf
http://www.gppac.net/uploads/File/Programmes/Interaction%20and%20Advocacy/Issue%20Paper%204%20December%202007%20Gov-CSO%20cooperation.pdf
http://www.gppac.net/uploads/File/Programmes/Awareness%20Raising/Issue%20paper%20Media%20and%20Conflict%20Prevention%20-%20final%20version.pdf
http://www.gppac.net/uploads/File/Programmes/Awareness%20Raising/Issue%20paper%20Media%20and%20Conflict%20Prevention%20-%20final%20version.pdf
http://www.gppac.net
http://www.cdainc.com/
mailto:ayang@cdainc.com
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„Martin Luther King heute: Wie funktioniert gewaltfreier Widerstand?“ This
commemoration, on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of King’s death on
April 4 1968, looks at how peaceful resistance works. The organizers, who
include the Swiss Peace Council, welcome anyone interested in attending this
„film evening“ at the Cevi Zentrum Glockenhof in Zurich. Begins 19.30, entry
free of charge.

Peace Brigades International (PBI) Switzerland extends a general invitation to
its panel discussion in German on „Biofuels: the latest threat to human rights“
on April 24 at 19:30 at the Käfigturm Bern. With the example of Indonesia PBI
shows how activists fighting for land rights, biodiversity and the defence of
their livelihood increasingly find themselves in difficulty. Experts will discuss
the relationship between the palm oil industry and human rights violations, as
well as possible solutions.

The Institute for Federalism is organizing its 20th Summer University     on „Fe-
deralism, Decentralization and Diversity“. The course is being held in Fribourg
from August 18 to September 5. Closing date for registration with the Institute
is April 11.

„Tu das Brot in den Tank…verschärfen Agrotreibstoffe den Hunger?“
SWISSAID is holding a Symposium on this topic at the Hotel Bern in the Swiss
capital on May 29 from 09.00 to 17.00. Representatives from Switzerland and
abroad will discuss what influence biofuels have on food sovereignty and
hunger around the world.

Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.

Other pointers to events

and training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.
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Global Directory
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Publications

Global Directory of Peace Studies
and Conflict Resolution Programs
The scientific community’s interest in conflicts – how to understand, analyze and
solve them – seems to have reached its zenith. Whereas according to the Con-
sortium on Peace Research, Education and Development there were 36 schools
offering this subject in 1981, today the number has risen to 390 institutes and
courses, of which about two thirds are in the USA, with the remainder divided
between 40 countries on all continents.

How can a person seeking new knowledge find a path in this jungle? The se-
venth version of the Global Directory of Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution
Programs has all the answers: it lists the available courses and training opportu-
nities in a way that is clear and understandable. It also shows how the subject
matter has developed from the original concern with peace and ethics, to an
approach which today covers the theory and practice of conflict resolution. All
aspects of the problem, from domestic violence to structural violence, and from

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=436&reppage=1&search=all&id=276
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=435&reppage=3&search=all&id=276
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=437&reppage=2&search=all&id=276
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.peacejusticestudies.org/globaldirectory/
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Insight on conflict
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The KOFF is sponsored jointly by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and the following Swiss NGOs:
• Alliance Sud • APRED • BAHA’I • Brücke Le pont • Caritas Schweiz • CASIN • cfd • CIMERA • DCAF • Fastenopfer • Fondation
Hirondelle • Forum für Friedenserziehung • Frauen für den Frieden Schweiz • FriedensFrauen Weltweit • Gemeinden Gemeinsam
Schweiz • Geneva Call • Gesellschaft für bedrohte Völker • GSoA • HEKS • Helvetas • InfoSud • Intercooperation
• International Association for Human Values • Interpeace • Interteam • LIPS • Medico International Schweiz • Medienhilfe
• mission 21 • MIVA Schweiz • Palmyrah • Peace Brigades International • Peace Watch Switzerland • Quaker United Nations
Office • SAD • Schweizerische Flüchtlingshilfe • Schweizerischer Friedensrat • Schweizerisches Arbeiterhilfswerk
• Schweizerischer Katholischer Frauenbund • Schweizerisches Rotes Kreuz • Service Civil International Schweiz • Stiftung
Kinderdorf Pestalozzi • Swissaid • Terre des Hommes Schweiz • World  Vision Switzerland

Web tip

„Insight on Conflict“
„Wherever there is conflict local people are building peace“. As well as the
motto of the UK peacebuilding organisation Peace Direct, this is the main theme
of its „Insight on Conflict“ website. The aim is to develop a comprehensive data
bank of local peace initiatives as a platform for largely unknown and civil society
peacebuilding activities which are basically invisible on the internet. The move is
based on the conviction that to date far too little attention has been paid to the
peace efforts of local actors even though they are an important resource for
conflict prevention, particularly in the context of low-threshold, inner-state con-
flicts.

„Insight on Conflict“ has so far focused its attention on Colombia, Nepal, the
Niger Delta and Sudan. In the near future efforts will be made to seek out and
provide more information on local peace initiatives in Kenya, Kosovo, Northern
Ireland, the Philippines-Mindanao and South Thailand. Next year, the aim of „In-
sight on Conflict“ will be to achieve greater visibility for the peace efforts of local
actors in as many as 30 conflict regions. 18.03.2008

conflicts over the environment, health and water to the threat of terrorism and
reconciliation mechanisms are covered in this exhaustive and fascinating direc-
tory. So those concerned with peace, at whatever level, in any theoretical aspect,
now have a precious new resource to call upon.

The Global Directory, which is regularly updated to ensure that it remains state-
of-the-art, can be consulted online. 20.03.2008

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.insightonconflict.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:christa.dold@swisspeace.ch

