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Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

KOFF websites

on  Afghanistan

KOFF websites

on Sudan

Mobility as a Strategy for Survival:
Roundtable on Refugee Policy in Afghanistan
A study of the migratory behavior of Afghans reveals that their movements
follow a circular pattern, in transnational networks that notably lead through
Pakistan and Iran. Author Alessandro Monsutti of the Graduate Institute for Inter-
national and Development Studies in Geneva, guest speaker at KOFF’s Roundta-
ble on Afghanistan, pointed out that this is a phenomenon with a long history.
Indeed it can be traced far back to the habits of Afghan society long before the
war that erupted in the 1970s. The money remitted home by Afghans working
abroad is probably of greater importance to the country’s reconstruction than the
contributions of humanitarian aid.

Traditional refugee policy is based on the assumption that refugee movements
come to an end and the refugees are either sent back, assimilated in the host
country or are moved on to a third country. The behavior of Afghan refugees
indicates that this assumption needs to be reexamined. To begin with the migra-
tion of those seeking work needs to be better regulated. The reconstruction of
the Afghan economy, driven by a functional banking and credit system, could
create incentives for the return of emigrants.

Participants in the Roundtable discussion noted that the new approach to refu-
gee and migration policy is meeting with resistance in Afghanistan, as well as
Iran and Pakistan, and there are problems of capacity. Afghans in the diaspora
have only limited influence on refugee policy. Swiss actors on the other hand
despite the presence of many international „heavyweights“ in the country could
play an important role in the reconstruction process thanks to its credibility, its
long tradition of humanitarian aid beginning with the founding of the Red Cross,
and a civilian approach. 26.03.2008

Threatening Collapse of the CPA – War Again in Sudan?
On April 10, 2008, one of the foremost Sudan experts, Douglas Johnson, gave a
presentation in the framework of the KOFF Sudan Roundtable. Johnson addressed
the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) and the current difficulties of imple-
mentation, which are partly inherent in the agreement itself. Thus, the CPA is the
result of a peace process, which misrepresented the war in Sudan as an ethnic
and religious conflict between the north and the south, thereby neglecting its
real root causes – the political and economic marginalisation of the regions, land
dispossessions of rural people by the central government, and the rise and per-
sistence of an Islamic state. The CPA only insufficiently deals with regions, such
as Abyei, the Blue Nile State and the Nuba Mountains and largely ignores the
specific interests and demands of people from these regions.

mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff-center-for-peacebuilding/countries/afghanistan/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/sudan/index.html
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KOFF Annual Report

Further information:

swisspeace David Lanz

The implementation of the CPA remains weak. Repeated breaches of the Agree-
ment by the government’s forces in the south have gone unsanctioned, as well
as its rejection of the borders of the Abyei region as determined by the Abyei
Boundaries Commission (ABC), whereby dangerous precedents of impunity have
been set. Moreover, Johnson suggested that the implementation of the CPA is
undermined by the agreement’s own failure to determine the responsibilities to
that effect. Relevant is also that the United States have an overriding strategic
interest in the region, due to their alliance with the Sudanese government in the
war on terror.

According to Douglas Johnson, the future of the peace process in Sudan is cur-
rently uncertain; what is clear, however, is that the survival of the CPA is an
absolute condition to peace. In order for the CPA not to collapse, firm internatio-
nal support for its implementation is paramount. Real international contribution
could come in the form of training, expertise, financing of studies, for example
on land issues, and firm engagement within commissions set up by the CPA. The
implementation of the CPA has to be a priority for any international intervention
in Sudan. 10.04.2008

New KOFF Web Pages on „Who is Who in Indonesia?“
KOFF has posted to its website a revised, downloadable compilation of Swiss
players in Indonesia. It is a user-friendly document listing 16 governmental and
non-governmental organizations. It provides information on programs and pro-
jects and the most important topics. 24.04.2008

KOFF Annual Report 2007 Online
Each year KOFF publishes a full report on its activities for member organizations.
The report for 2007 (in German and French) is now available online. 16.04.2008
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Global Crisis

Prevention Mechanism

Alliance for

Peacebuilding

A Mechanism to Address Emerging Violent Conflicts
The newly established Global Crisis Prevention Mechanism (GCPM) initiative is
based on a unique and innovative methodology. It promotes long term commit-
ment by local actors, relies on local leadership and local ownership for crisis
prevention, and stimulates initiatives by multiple stakeholders as well as vertical
and horizontal linkages. GCPM was developed by an informal group of experts
and organizations that work on conflict prevention, including the Alliance for
Peacebuilding and swisspeace.

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Actors/Swiss__actors_Indonesia_2008.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/index.html
mailto:david.lanz@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/earlyresponse-gcpm/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/earlyresponse-gcpm/index.html
http://www.allianceforpeacebuilding.org
http://www.allianceforpeacebuilding.org
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Further information:

swisspeace

Heinz Krummenacher

Further information:

KOFF Jonathan Litscher

KOFF training

courses 2008

The mechanism’s organizational structure was consolidated in the first months
of 2008 and the funding for the first year has been secured. The regional Steering
Committees are the core of the initiative. West Africa was selected as the first
region for the utilization of GCPM and seven academics and practitioners were
nominated at the beginning of the year for the region’s Steering Committee:
Kwesi Aning, Macaria Barai, Bineta Diop, Vere Hayes, Andreas Mehler, Dane
Smith and Lydia Umar. This group will meet for the first time in May to decide on
the first GCPM site and select a fact-finding mission to be sent to the country of
concern. Later this year the Committee will decide on specific country engage-
ments, basing its decision on the mission’s report.

The GCPM Secretariat is located at swisspeace. It facilitates the process and
provides information on the potential countries for GCPM deployment. Please
contact the Secretariat if your organization wishes to cooperate in this ground-
breaking methodology. 16.04.2008

KOFF training courses 2008
This year KOFF has organized four training courses on specific aspects of civil
peacebuilding.

The training session of 27-28 August concerns working with victims of trauma at
the community level. The course outlines the essential factors of psychosocial
support for communities affected by violence in the Great Lakes region of Africa
and will discuss the experiences of all concerned. Participants in the second
training session 24-25 September learn how to plan, implement and evaluate
peacebuilding more effectively, based on the example of the „Reflecting on
Peace Practice“ project. The 22-23 October session concerns „Do no Harm“.
Here participants will learn to improve their evaluation of the consequences,
both negative and positive, of project activities in the context of a conflict, and to
develop alternative options. The final training in the series, 13-14 November, is
an introduction to the planning, organization and facilitation of dialogue projects
on the basis of real-life examples from Nepal, Sri Lanka and other conflict regi-
ons.

All of the training is given by experienced Swiss and foreign experts in conflict
transformation. 22.04.2008

mailto:heinz.krummenacher@swisspeace.ch
mailto:koffcivilservant@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2008/KOFF_Trainings_2008.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2008/KOFF_Trainings_2008.pdf
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PA IV 

Institute for Political

Science, University of

Bern

Mediation Support

Project (swisspeace /

ETH-CSS)

State Concepts 

Sharing Language

and Religion

Focus
Power-sharing: Switzerland as a model?
In support of its activities in the area of conflict transformation the
Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs (FDFA)   2007 commissioned a study entitled  „Power-sharing:
Lessons learned from the Swiss experience“. Its purpose is to make
experiences with the Swiss political system more accessible and to ren-
der peacebuilding efforts more effective. The findings were presented
and discussed in a workshop at the beginning of April.

The Chinese philosopher Confucius speaks of three ways for people to act in an
intelligent manner: the first and noblest is to take the time to reflect; the second
and easiest is to imitate; the third and best is to act according to one’s own
experience. To what extent can the Swiss experience be of interest to countries
in conflict as a model of peaceful coexistence between various ethnic groups in
a single State – enabling them to avoid further bitter experiences? And to what
extent does the uniqueness of a given context hinder the transmissibility of
experience? These questions were central to the study commissioned by PA IV.

Conflict transformation and power sharing

The conduct of war and peace negotiations have both undergone fundamental
change in recent decades. Today most armed conflicts occur within a single
State. In many cases there is an imbalance of political power between ethnic
groups, which is seen as one of the reasons for the conflict. Non-state armed
actors want to share in the power of the State. They may want a greater role in
political institutions, autonomy or better access to resources for example.

Furthermore most armed conflicts today end through negotiations rather than by
victory in the field of battle. Parties to a conflict are rarely prepared to lay down
their arms and sign a peace agreement without first reaching an agreement on
the sharing of power within the State apparatus. These developments present
mediators and experts in peace negotiations with new challenges. There is a
demand for expertise in power-sharing, for example.

Switzerland as a model – the way of imitation?

The expertise most in demand is that of States which themselves have experi-
ence with power sharing. The State system of Switzerland is distinguished by a
great many power sharing mechanisms, of which federalism is but one.
Although there are of course certain imperfections, Switzerland is a good ex-
ample of peaceful cohabitation between different ethnic groups. So it is hardly
surprising that the Confederation is frequently called upon by the parties to a
conflict to explain how the system works and to offer advice on the develop-
ment of power sharing mechanisms.

To make Swiss experiences and know-how more accessible and relevant in a
variety of contexts there was a perceived need for a critical in-depth study of the
Swiss system, and its potential for conflict transformation. This would     ensure

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.ipw.unibe.ch
http://www.ipw.unibe.ch
http://www.ipw.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/mediation 
http://www.swisspeace.ch/mediation 
http://www.stateconcepts.ch
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that any Swiss solutions put forward would not be beside the point, failing
to take into account the complexity of the Swiss system or that of the State
concerned.

Imitation is not enough

State systems and power-sharing mechanisms are not easily adapted from one
context to another. It is the context indeed that really decides what can and
cannot be done. When it comes to the organisation of the State imitation alone
rarely leads to worthwhile results. There is need also for reflection, to ensure that
an appropriate solution is found. The experiences of Switzerland and other coun-
tries can help to avoid mistakes and stimulate the search for creative new solu-
tions. Almost all State systems, including that of Switzerland, have at one time
or another benefited from the experiences of other countries, „revisited“ and
adapted to their own circumstances.

Some of the findings

The study covers nine separate fields, which may in each case require special
power sharing mechanisms. The Swiss system is described in each of the nine
fields, context dependent factors are pointed out and the relevant Swiss experi-
ence is analyzed. Examples from the Swiss experience in four of the nine fields
are outlined below:

Sharing identity: the Swiss system promotes a common national identity and at
the same time preserves different cantonal identities. Integrative political institu-
tions have helped to create a shared political identity which does not conflict
with the separate cantonal identities.

Sharing territory: when the new Jura canton was created the decisions on canto-
nal boundaries were made through a democratic process. It is often easier to
adopt democratic procedures when faced with boundary questions than to rely
on direct negotiations.

Sharing rule: mechanisms of vertical and horizontal power sharing have made it
possible to strike a balance between self-determination and co-determination,
between the interests of an ethnic group and the general interest. The experi-
ences of Switzerland show that power sharing mechanisms for parliament and
the executive branch can help improve the effective representation of the va-
rious groups, without making direct group membership (e.g. membership of a
religious group) a selection criterion.

Sharing language: differentiation between national languages and official langu-
ages makes it possible to put all languages on an equal footing and at the same
time to acknowledge certain differences for purely practical reasons, e.g. in rela-
tion to the use of languages for official purposes. Thus the minority Rhaeto-
Romanic language, although accepted as a national language on an equal foo-
ting with German, French and Italian, has a more limited status as an official
language. This combination of equal recognition but appropriate representation
of language groups at the federal level, competencies at the cantonal and local
levels can, together with the protection of individual and collective rights, help to
create a system that is balanced when it comes to defending the interests of
(language) majorities and minorities.
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 Further information:

State Concepts

Nicole Töpperwien

Institute for Political

Science  Andrea Iff

swisspeace

Matthias Siegfried

DCAF study „Security

Sector Reform and UN

Integrated Missions:

Experience from

Burundi, the Demo-

cratic Republic of

Congo, Haiti and

Kosovo“

UNO report „Securing

peace and development:

the role of the United

Nations in supporting

security sector reform“

News from Swiss NGOs

A workshop organized at the beginning of April tested the findings of the study
by means of introductory talks, expert interviews, general discussions, work in
groups and role playing. The workshop confirmed one fact in particular: Switzer-
land has enough power sharing mechanisms to be able to furnish examples in
virtually all fields. When it comes to a specific application in a given context
however what counts above all is not a concrete institutional solution but the
underlying principles. 16.04.2008

About the study and the workshop

The „Power-sharing: Lessons learned from the Swiss experience“ study was
carried out by Andrea Iff of the University of Bern’s Institute for Political Sci-
ence and Nicole Töpperwien of State Concepts. swisspeace contributed 10
brief conflict studies. The workshop was designed, organized and conducted
with the help of Mediation Support Project (swisspeace/Center for Security
Studies of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich). The PA IV repre-
sentative on the project was Murezi Michael.

Developing a United Nations Approach
to Security Sector Reform (SSR)
The United Nations system has been engaged in supporting SSR activities such
as defence, police and law enforcement reform for many years. Despite this
extensive experience on the ground, support for SSR has remained largely ad
hoc, resulting from the lack of a system-wide approach as well as from the fact
that the UN has relatively weak capacity and resources to deliver effective sup-
port to national actors.

This is set to change with the recent Secretary-General’s report „Securing peace
and development: the role of the United Nations in supporting security sector
reform“. Based on a review of lessons learned, the report develops basic prin-
ciples and recommends a number of priorities for the development of a holistic
UN approach to SSR. These include: developing UN policies and guidelines;
strengthening strategic advisory and specialist capacities; assessing gaps and
resource requirements; enhancing the coordination and delivery of support; and,
establishing a UN inter-agency SSR support unit to deliver on those priorities. The
next stage is for the Report to be deliberated at the Special Committee on Peace-
keeping Operations followed by additional debates within the General Assembly
and the Security Council.

The Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) has con-
tributed to this process in many ways. The project on „The UN approach to SSR
in post-conflict peacebuilding: review of recent experience of UN integrated mis-
sions in SSR activities“ was a key part. It was jointly initiated by the Department

mailto:Nicole.Toepperwien@gmx.ch
mailto:Andrea.Iff@ipw.unibe.ch
mailto:Matthias.Siegfried@swisspeace.ch
http://www.dcaf.ch/un_ssr_pcpb/_publications.cfm?navsub1=31&navsub2=3&nav1=3
http://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006B8954/(httpAssets)/904B9EE812B7591FC12573F400322816/$file/Joint+Seminar_A-62-659_S-2008-39.pdf
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Further information:

DCAF Vincenza Scherrer

InfoSud

Initiatives of Change

International

Further information:

InfoSud Fabrice Boulé

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

InfoSud

Media21

Geneva Center

for Security Policy

of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) and the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP), with DCAF as the implementing agency, and included in-depth
analysis of four case studies (Burundi, DR Congo, Haiti and Kosovo). The final
report identified lessons learned and developed recommendations for future UN
engagement in SSR. According to Under-Secretary-General Jean-Marie
Guéhenno, this DCAF study „served as an important background and input to
the preparation of the Report of the Secretary-General“. 02.04.2008

Peace and Reconciliation Journalism in the Ivory Coast
Journalists who are aware of their own social responsibility can make a contribu-
tion to conflict transformation. In the Ivory Coast the media have instead tended
to aggravate situations of conflict, at least since 2000. InfoSud and Initiatives of
Change International organized a week-long workshop for 25 Ivory Coast media
representatives at the beginning of March. The aim of the seminar was to create
synergies between journalists from various media organizations and thus contri-
bute to fair and peaceful elections. An effort was made to heighten the journa-
lists awareness of the influence they can have on the conflict process, of the
importance of ethical behavior and being able to resist political and economic
pressure. The participants were asked to produce as many articles and broad-
casts as possible and to disseminate these in their usual channels.

It was the fifth workshop since the two organizations launched the „Peace and
Reconciliation Journalism“ project in 2004. Two workshops were held in the
conference centre of Caux in Switzerland and one each in Burundi and the De-
mocratic Republic of Congo. The Ivory Coast seminar was financed by the Con-
flict Prevention and Transformation Division (COPRET) of the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation (SDC) and by the German Foreign Office.

07.03.2008

Global journalism: Media21 workshop
„Beyond Wars, Building Peace“ was the theme of a workshop organized by
Media21 and the Geneva Center for Security Policy (GCSP). The workshop was
aimed at journalists working in conflict and post-conflict areas and was followed
by a field trip to Southern Lebanon. Media21 was created at the initiative of
InfoSud and its activities are coordinated from Geneva. It encourages journalists
to write on global topics.

The exchanges between the 22 journalists from various nations and the 44 pane-
lists from the media, the private sector, politics, academia as well as internatio-
nal and non-governmental organizations were most fruitful. The workshop also
enabled the journalists to make contact with some of the most influential inter-
national actors in Geneva. The subjects covered included the role of journalism,
cooperation between military and civil groups, the challenges involved in peace
processes, human rights, the private sector and socially compatible investments.

mailto:v.scherrer@dcaf.ch
http://www.infosud.org
http://www.iofc.org
http://www.iofc.org
mailto:fboule@infosud.org
http://www.infosud.org
http://www.media21geneva.org
http://www.gcsp.ch
http://www.gcsp.ch
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Further information:

InfoSud Daniel Wermus

Further information:

Caritas  Alfred Gugler

Caritas Schweiz

PeaceWomen Across

the Globe

The participants came to realize the extent to which factors like climate and the
world economy are linked with local problems, thus achieving a better under-
standing of the global picture. The panelists in turn were made more aware of
the key role that journalists can play, not only because the latter make the acti-
vities of the former more visible, but also because they can stimulate dialogue at
the local level. 04.04.2008

Caritas Switzerland: Seminar
on the Prevention of Violence in Chad
Caritas Switzerland and its partner organizations in Chad conducted a workshop
on the prevention of violence. Most of the partners are active in the field of
development cooperation, and also to some extent in direct peacebuilding and
specifically in the fields of mediation and reconciliation.

Three examples were chosen as a basis for exchanges of experiences and the
different approaches in dealing with conflicts. The conflicts were analyzed with
the help of various instruments including conflict mapping, conflict perspective
analysis (as per inmedio) and Do no Harm, and conflict stages were defined (as
per Glasl). The possibility and means of intervention were also discussed.

Participants were particularly enthusiastic about the Do no Harm instrument.
They found the possibility of developing linking factors and integrating risk fac-
tors in the project process especially appealing. The group viewed conflict pers-
pective analysis as a difficult method, but one which nonetheless leads to an
essential process of reflection. The participants found it difficult to put themsel-
ves in the shoes of another person in the guise of an enemy, in an effort to
understand the latter’s needs and anxieties and to moderate their own positions
accordingly. 14.04.2008

Making Use of Women’s Expertise in Peace Development
PeaceWomen Across the Globe (PWAG), born of the „1000 Women for the No-
bel Peace Prize 2005“ campaign, is preparing a new project to be launched in
the fall entitled „Expertise for Peace Development“. The aim is to give women a
bigger role in peace efforts at various levels by providing a unique tool: an online
data bank with a wealth of information relevant to the work of peace women
active in a wide range of peace promotion activities worldwide. This information
will include methods, strategies and approaches, the different „visions“ of va-
rious movements, and the objectives. The data bank is open to all. Organizati-
ons, institutions and political decision-making bodies are invited to take advan-
tage of PeaceWomen’s expertise, possibly as consultants or as mediators, for
seminars, negotiations or special missions. The PeaceWomen Across the Globe
data bank will be a virtual platform enabling women to network and exchange
know-how and expertise.

Further information:

PeaceWomen Across

the Globe

Agota Hasenfratz

Maren Haartje

mailto:dwermus@infosud.org
mailto:agugler@caritas.ch
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
mailto:agota.hasenfratz@1000peacewomen.org
mailto:maren.haartje@1000peacewomen.org
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Institut of
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SDC

SDC Gender Equality

News from Swiss Government Agencies

In the meanwhile PWAG is doing its best to bring „Expertise for Peace Develop-
ment“ to the attention of international organisations, NGOs, government repre-
sentatives and academic establishments. 15.04.2008

Malawi Study Tour to Switzerland
A delegation from the Republic of Malawi came to Switzerland for a one-week
study tour to explore the topic „Political parties in Switzerland – coalition building
constrained by federalism and direct democracy“. The delegation was composed
of four Members of Parliament from two main parties currently in opposition, and
a technical assistant to the Malawi National Assembly. Meetings were held with
representatives of political institutions and parties, as well as with officials and
university-level academics, in Bern and Fribourg. The International Research and
Consulting Centre of the Institute of Federalism (IFF) will organize two follow-up
workshops in Malawi in July/August 2008, with the support of the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation. A second study tour to Switzerland, that would
look at cantonal budgeting, may follow at the end of the year. 14.04.2008

Evaluation of SDC Gender Policy
In its strategic approach to gender policy the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) emphasizes equality of the sexes as a general priority, and
notably the development of equal opportunities within the Agency itself. These
principles were first decided in 1993, reviewed in 2003 and subjected to inde-
pendent evaluation between 2007 and 2008. The initial results of the evaluation
indicate a real commitment to gender equality on the part of the SDC. Main-
streaming is being carried out in the field, and there are various projects with a
special gender focus. However SDC activities are not always linked to the priori-
tized gender objectives.

On the whole the projects evaluated so far have shown positive results. This is
due in part to the commitment of the local Cooperation Office, and in part also to
the advice regularly provided by head office experts. The latter use a checklist for
evaluating the implementation of gender equality mainstreaming. The results
provide important input for project management at the operational level. A good
example is the Ukraine, where a panel of gender experts provides support to the
Cooperation Office. Another is Pakistan, where the SDC is helping local women’s
organizations to combat inequalities.

There is an increasing tendency to approve budgets and allow more working
time for gender expertise and mainstreaming. The cooperation strategies of the

mailto:Sean.Mueller@unifr.ch
http://www.federalism.ch
http://www.federalism.ch
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=843&lang=1
http://www.deza.ch
http://www.deza.ch/de/Home/Themen/Gender_Gleichstellung/Thematische_Schwerpunkte
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FDFA

DDPS

Swiss efforts to

combine mines

Further information:

FDFA Silvia Müller

SDC include specific equality objectives, although there is often a lack of real
information on existing gender relations in partner countries and on the improve-
ments required. The evaluators recommend that the SDC put greater emphasis
on improving gender relations in its impact assessment system and improve
reporting on the implementation of its gender policy. 10.04.2008

New Strategy of the Confederation
On Humanitarian Mine Clearance 2008-2011
In more than a quarter of the world’s nations the population is constantly at risk
from anti-personnel mines and „explosive remnants of war“. As yet no soluti-
ons have been found to the humanitarian and development problems that re-
sult. Mines and remnants of war kill or maim 10,000 people each year around
the globe, most of them civilians. Today there are as many as 500,000 survivors
in need of support.

Although more than 150 States have agreed to the Ottawa Convention on the
Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-personnel
Mines and on their Destruction, and significant progress has been made in its
implementation, there is still a long way to go to achieve the Convention’s ob-
jectives. Since some of the world’s leading military powers have not acceded to
the Convention, more than half of the world’s population is still not protected.

Switzerland looks forward to a future in which there will be no more victims of
anti-personnel mines or explosive remnants of war, and in which thanks to
economic and social development the needs of all can be met. To this end the
Confederation will make a special effort at the international level in the 2008-11
period. In this context it has announced six priority and policy objectives in the
media on the occasion of the International Day for Mine Awareness and Assis-
tance in Mine Action on 4 April. This year Switzerland chairs the 9th meeting of
the States Parties to the Ottawa Convention in Geneva.

Implementation of the goals has been pursued in the framework of nearly a
decade of effective and coherent sharing of the various tasks between the Fe-
deral Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and the Federal Department of De-
fence, Civil Protection and Sport (DDPS), in collaboration with other distinguished
partners. Each year Switzerland provides SFr16-18 million to finance projects to
combat mines and explosive remnants of war. 10.04.2008

mailto:annemarie.sancar@deza.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home.html
http://www.vbs.admin.ch/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/sec/armcon/nonpro/mine.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/sec/armcon/nonpro/mine.html
mailto:silvia.mueller@eda.admin.ch
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Berghof
Berghof released two case study reports on Nepal and Sri Lanka in its new
publication series on resistance/liberation movements in transition from arms
to politics: Seeking State Power - The Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist), The
Politics of Transformation: The LTTE and the 2002-2006 Peace Process in
Sri Lanka. Hard copies (€ 6.00 + postage). Further information. 

EPLO
EPLO and the Quaker Council for European Affairs have published a report on
„People are Party to building Peace“. It looks into the role that NGOs can and
do play in relation to the EU in the context of conflict prevention.

Geneva Declaration
On 1 April the „Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development“
issued the first edition of its new electronic newsletter. The publication is desi-
gned to support the Geneva Declaration process and to encourage activities by
governments, international organizations and civil society to link development
programming with armed violence prevention and reduction strategies.
Subscription.

International Alert
 International Alert contributes tools to the Gender and Security Sector Reform
Toolkit, which is published by DCAF, UN-INSTRAW and the OSCE Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR). National Security Policy-
Making and Gender provides an introduction to the benefits and opportunities
of integrating gender issues into national-level security policy-making. Civil
Society Oversight of the Security Sector and Gender is designed to be a resour-
ce for civil society organisations engaged in oversight of the security sector.

Forum Civil Peace Service
The Academy for Conflict Transformation, the training department of the Forum
Civil Peace Service, has published its programme for autumn 2008/spring
2009. It consists of one- to five-day Trainings for Peace dealing with selected
topics and methods of civil conflict transformation, the Civil Peace Service and
crisis prevention as well as 4-Month- or 9-Week-Qualification Courses conclu-
ding with a certificate as Peace and Conflict Consultant. The training „Adminis-
tration and Controlling of CPS-Projects: Know-how and tools for every day
peace work“ will be offered from May 26-30 (in English).

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

International Partner Organizations

News from the

9 international KOFF

partner organizations.
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CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources
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Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

SPICE/GTZ

http://www.berghof-center.org/uploads/download/transitions_cpnm.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/uploads/download/transitions_ltte.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/uploads/download/transitions_ltte.pdf
mailto:order@berghof-center.org 
http://www.berghof-center.org/std_page.php?LANG=e&id=183&parent=10
http://www.eplo.org/documents/QCEA_EPLO_paper.pdf 
mailto:quno1@quno.ch
http://www.un-instraw.org/en/gps/security-toolkit/introduction.html
http://www.un-instraw.org/en/gps/security-toolkit/introduction.html
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/371.php
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/371.php
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/372.php
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/372.php
http://www.akademie.forumzfd.de
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
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This year KOFF has organized four training courses on specific aspects of civil
peacebuilding:

- Working on trauma in communities affected by mass violence,

- Reflecting on Peace Practice,

- Do no Harm,

- Practice and Methodology of Dialogue Facilitation.

The East-West Forum is organizing a German-speaking conference in Bern on
the subject „Switzerland-EU – Perspectives, opportunities and dangers“ for
14 May. It will be an occasion for exchanging experiences as well as analysis
of the trends, opportunities and risks.

„Der Streit um die Entwicklungshilfe. Mehr tun, aber das Richtige!“ is the title
of a public meeting being organized for 6 May in Bern to introduce a new
Alliance Sud book of the same title („The battle over development aid. Do
more, but properly!“). Information and registration. 

The AGM of the Palmyrah Association, Bern-Jaffna/Sri Lanka Ecumenical Part-
nership Project, is scheduled for 2 June 2008, at 18.30 in the French church Le
Cap in Bern. At 20.00 Bettina Bühler, deputy head of the the Caritas Emergen-
cies section, will speak (in German) on „Sri Lanka – emergency aid and deve-
lopment?“. This part of the meeting is open to the public.

„Religious Communities in Switzerland in a Time of Globalisation“. A confe-
rence on this theme is being held on 4 June 2008, from 09.00 to 16.30 in the
Semper Aula (HG G60) of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich, with
a contribution from swisspeace director Prof. Laurent Goetschel.

The Institute for Integrative Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding (IICP) is
holding a five-day interdisciplinary Summer Academy in the Swiss capital
13-17 July. The emphasis will be on different methods of conflict transforma-
tion and peacebuilding and how these are implemented in various fields.
Information und registration.

Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.

Other pointers to events

and training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.

Conciliation Resources
Making short films for a unique project on the conflict over Nagorny Karabakh
has given young Karabakh Armenians and Azerbaijanis a rare chance to talk
directly to each other. A selection of their films is now available on DVD and
will be shown throughout the South Caucasus in 2008.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2008/KOFF_Trainings_2008.pdf
http://www.forumostwest.ch/pdffiles/2008/MOE_Programm_250308.pdf
http://www.alliancesud.ch/deutsch/pagesnav/framesE4.htm?H&H_AaDe.htm
http://www.alliancesud.ch/deutsch/pagesnav/framesE4.htm?H&H_AaDe.htm
http://www.alliancesud.ch/deutsch/pagesnav/framesE4.htm?H&H_AaDe.htm
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=443&reppage=3&search=all&id=276
http://www.iicp.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/caucasus/dialogue_through_film.php
http://www.c-r.org/resources/shop/catalogue.php?category=2
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Order online

Direct order:

20% discount,

plus free postage

and packing within

Europe

Killing Civilians
In all wars civilians are killed, raped or displaced, their property plundered and
destroyed. Hugo Slim explores this dreadful fact in his book „Killing Civilians:
Method, Madness and Morality in War“ and points out that the explanations for
such crimes and their eventual prevention call for the recognition of some unpa-
latable truths.

The atrocities perpetrated on civilians are no mere accidents of war. In most
cases they are consciously planned acts that serve a specific purpose which the
perpetrators view as rational. They result from powerful anti-civilian ideologies
which it will only be possible to combat once they are taken seriously as political
and moralistic positions, and an effort is made to understand their origins. Slim
looks at the background of these ideologies and the way they work from the
point of view both of those who plan them and those who carry them out. He
also takes into account rational and strategic considerations as well as the psy-
chological and emotional dynamics at the collective as well as individual levels.

Slim asserts that, when based solely on the term „civilian“ and its implicit attri-
butes of innocence and need for protection, arguments for protecting civilians
are circular and therefore weak. They must give way to reasoned arguments
that take into account the specific characteristics of various categories of civi-
lians and show how and why there is a specific right to protection in each case.

Slim presents his arguments with impressive clarity and in a convincing manner.
The points are illustrated by exemplary case studies, and there are plenty of facts
and figures. Despite the book’s scholarly approach the author is careful not to
maintain an academic distance from his subject. His report is unsparing in the
way it reveals the painful aspects of the suffering and death of civilians in war,
and his testimony is all the more moving for being very personal. This indeed is
the real strength of the book: it is realistic and pragmatic, and at the same time
full of empathy and humanity. 21.04.2008

How to improve your skills in the development of a constructive conflict cultu-
re and how to cope in situations of conflict – this is the expertise being offered
in the foundation course of „Go for Peace“ (formerly Swiss Ecumenical Peace
Programme, SOEF). The course, which occupies a total of 14 days in the period
between September 2008 and March 2009, covers both theory and practice in
four modules. Registration up to 15 August.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hurstpub.co.uk/bookdetails.asp?book=29
http://www.hurstpub.co.uk/bookdetails.asp?book=29
http://www.hurstpub.co.uk/bookdetails.asp?book=29
mailto:hurst4@atlas.co.uk
mailto:hurst4@atlas.co.uk
mailto:hurst4@atlas.co.uk
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=448&reppage=4&search=all&id=276
http://www.romerohaus.ch
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Focus article

in the KOFF newsletter

order or download

swisspeace Working

Papers 

Two New Swisspeace Working Papers
The paper „Private Security Companies and Local Populations: An Exploratory
Study of Afghanistan and Angola“ looks at how local populations perceive Priva-
te Security Companies (PSCs) and what the impact of their activities may be on
peoples’ every day lives, examining the two country cases, Afghanistan and
Angola. One of the central findings from the two cases is the overall negative
view of those interviewed towards PSCs. The study suggests that PSCs contribu-
te to a sense of distrust and insecurity.

The research paper „Towards a Framework for the Study of ‘No War, No Peace’
Societies“ provides a theoretical and methodological framework for studying the
social construction and consequences of „no war, no peace“ societies - with
Armenia and Azerbaijan as examples. Scholars regularly describe these two coun-
tries as „no war, no peace“ societies but to date the concept of a „no war, no
peace“ society has not been theoretically elaborated on. In response, this paper
furnishes a theoretical framework for understanding the specific characteristics
of „no war, no peace“ societies, in particular the reproduction of institutions that
generate conflict potential within and among societies. It also identifies core
themes and issues that can be used for the operationalization and execution of
empirical research. Finally, it examines the existing scientific knowledge of the
consequences of long-lasting „no war, no peace“ situations. The paper consists
of four parts. The first part presents several conceptual approaches, which con-
tribute to the study of „no war, no peace“ societies. The second part discusses
the analytical value of this concept. The next part explores institutional theory in
relationship to „no war, no peace“ societies. It asks why and how the repro-
duction of conflict potential takes place. The fourth part develops the methodolo-
gy for this research project. The final part indicates possible/planned research
outcomes of this research project sponsored by INTAS (International Association
for the promotion of co-operation with scientists from the New Independent
States of the former Soviet Union). 21.04.2008
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Infoshare

Technical

information

HURIDOCS

Web tip
Infoshare: System for Human Rights Monitoring
Defending human rights is a difficult and dangerous undertaking in crisis areas
and war-torn regions. Human rights organizations and their representatives be-
come the targets of the warring parties. The victims of human rights violations –
in most cases civilians, and particularly women and children – are open to abu-
ses of power and arbitrary actions by government troops and rebels alike. The
States involved are rarely in a position to take legal action against those respon-
sible. It is extremely important therefore, in the interest of reparation and recon-
ciliation and to combat impunity, to document human rights violations. Knowing
how, where and what to document, and how to defend the rights of victims
requires considerable skill.

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2008/64_d.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/publications/working-papers/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/publications/working-papers/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/publications/working-papers/index.html
http://infoshare.lk
http://ict4peace.wordpress.com/2007/12/31/ict4peace-in-2007-significant-work-applied-research-and-challenges/
http://ict4peace.wordpress.com/2007/12/31/ict4peace-in-2007-significant-work-applied-research-and-challenges/
http://www.huridocs.org/||
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Infoshare, working with two human rights organizations in Sri Lanka, has deve-
loped and field tested a complete Monitoring and Advocacy System which meets
Human Rights Information and Documentation System (HURIDOCS) standards.
Human rights organizations worldwide are invited to take advantage of this
System. 06.04.2008
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Infoshare

Sanjana Hattotuwa

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:christa.dold@swisspeace.ch
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