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Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

ASPR Michael Lidauer

ASPR / IPT

KOFF websites

on Gender &

Peacebuilding

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

KOFF Cordula Reimann

KOFF websites

on Tools and Conflict

Sensitive Approaches

to Development

Evangelischer

Entwicklungsdienst

Partners of Democratic

Change Slovakia

Specialization Course on „Women in Armed Conflict“
In mid-October KOFF provided training in gender-sensitive conflict analysis and
peacebuilding to help participants prepare for international peacekeeping and
peacebuilding missions with organizations like the UN, the EU and the OSCE. The
course, conducted by Cordula Reimann, was part of the Specialization Course on
„Women in Armed Conflict“ at the Austrian Study Centre for Peace & Conflict
Resolution (ASPR) which the International Civilian Peace-Keeping and Peacebuil-
ding Training Programme (IPT) offers each year in Stadtschlaining, Austria. The
participants, from a variety of countries, had already worked in conflict and crisis
zones around the world. 17.10.2008

Do no Harm: Trainings in Switzerland and Slovakia
A two-day workshop for training in Do no Harm (DNH), one of the essential,
methodical conflict-sensitive approaches, was held in Bern at the end of October
as part of the annual training program. Participants were introduced to this ap-
proach and learned how to better assess the ways in which project work can
have negative as well as positive impacts on a conflict, and how to adapt their
programs accordingly. The experiences of others who have adopted a DNH ap-
proach were provided as guidelines for applying DNH techniques to the partici-
pants’ own projects. The training was provided by Wolfgang Heinrich (Church
Development Service, Bonn), who works regularly with KOFF, as well as KOFF’s
own Anita Müller.

At the end of the month KOFF provided a three-day introductory workshop on Do
no Harm on behalf of Partners of Democratic Change Slovakia (PDCS), in the
vicinity of the capital Bratislava, for participants from Eastern European NGOs
active in the fields of development and humanitarian aid. PDCS offers training
and consultancy services aimed at developing and promoting a culture of demo-
cracy and mechanisms for dialogue and conflict prevention. The workshop was
facilitated by KOFF’s Cordula Reimann. 24.10.2008

mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
mailto:lidauer@aspr.ac.at
http://www.aspr.ac.at
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html
http://www.eed.de/
http://www.eed.de/
http://www.pdcs.sk/welcome
http://www.pdcs.sk/welcome
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SWISSINT

Training Center

Partnership for Peace

Further information:

KOFF Roland Dittli

KOFF Training Module for
UN Military Observers from the Swiss Army
As in previous years KOFF again participated in the Swiss UN Military Observer
Course (SUNMOC), held at the end of October at the SWISSINT training center in
Stans. The course with international attendance offers training in the skills milita-
ry observers require when being deployed under the aegis of the United Nations.
KOFF’s contribution to the course was a training module on the role of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) in peacebuilding and peace operations. The
course covered the following areas: peacebuilding work in collaboration with
civilian actors; the dynamics and nature of NGO peace operations; role playing;
potential tensions between NGOs and military actors in the context of peace
missions. These SWISSINT courses are offered twice yearly in the framework of
the NATO Partnership for Peace (PfP) program. The October course was attended
by 43 officers from 16 PfP member states and Switzerland. 24.10.2008

http://www.vtg.admin.ch/internet/vtg/de/home/themen/einsaetze/rekrutierung/ausbildungszentrum.html
http://www.pfp.admin.ch/
mailto:roland.dittli@swisspeace.ch
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Focus

BEFORE

Failed state index

International Crisis

Group: Guinea: Ensuring

Democratic Reforms

West Africa Network

for Peacebuilding

Alliance for

Peacebuilding

The Canadian Internatio-

nal Institute of Applied

Negotiation

Economic Community

of West African States

Mano River Union   

Assessment Team

Report

Guinea-Bissau

Project Review (CDA)

Preventing Political Violence:
The BEFORE Project in Guinea
The BEFORE Project was launched in 2003. It aims to prevent violence
in politically unstable countries. The core of the initiative is to identify
warning signals of violence and subsequently implement efficient
peacebuilding strategies. The initiative stresses the importance of col-
laboration with local partners and other civil society actors. swisspeace,
being part of the initiative since its inception, presents the BEFORE ap-
proach and the assessment mission that was recently conducted in Gui-
nea-Conakry.

„Guinea is sitting on a volcano“, an interlocutor in Guinea-Conakry told the
BEFORE assessment team. The team visited the country at the beginning of
September 2008 to identify possible sources of violence and outline a viable
peacebuilding strategy. The Failed State Index has ranked Guinea-Conakry among
the 15 most unstable countries. And the International Crisis Group warns that
international inaction might have unfortunate consequences for Guinea and the
entire Mano River Union region. Yet despite numerous early warnings these sig-
nals seem not to be taken seriously by the international community. Bridging the
gap between early warning and early response is therefore of paramount impor-
tance.

A Unique Approach

The BEFORE approach, formerly known as the Global Crisis Prevention Mecha-
nism, is unique in two ways. First, the engagement in a specific country is based
on rigorous analysis by a team of local and international experts. Second, it is
driven by the needs of the countries and their peoples and not by the mandates
and capabilities of the peacebuilding organizations involved. BEFORE aims at
catalyzing indigenous solutions to these problems. Thanks to the modest size of
the administration and the absence of strict specialization in one sector, BEFORE
maintains its flexibility in order to move quickly and to work effectively in those
sectors that are most in need of support. swisspeace has been part of this
initiative since its inception in 2003 and now serves as headquarters. Together
with the partner organization Alliance for Peacebuilding (AfP) it coordinates,
monitors and provides backstopping for the projects in West Africa, the first
geographic region of BEFORE .

Once the regional BEFORE Steering Committee has identified a possible site of
intervention, an assessment team representing the perspectives of the region
and the global south, travels to the country, meets with a wide range of stake-
holders, develops an understanding of possible sources of violence, outlines a
preliminary strategy or approach to violence prevention, and identifies organiza-
tions already taking preventive action as well as potential implementing organi-
zations. The BEFORE Steering Committee then decides about the feasibility of
the interventions recommended.

A pilot project was launched in 2004 in Guinea-Bissau. Bissau was selected
from a watch-list of 30 countries. The focus of the project shifted, once the

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/earlyresponse-gcpm/index.html
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=4350
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=5503&l=1
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=5503&l=1
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=5503&l=1
http://www.wanep.org
http://www.wanep.org
http://www.allianceforpeacebuilding.org/
http://www.allianceforpeacebuilding.org/
http://www.ciian.org/home.htm
http://www.ciian.org/home.htm
http://www.ciian.org/home.htm
http://www.ecowas.int/
http://www.ecowas.int/
http://www.manoriverunion.org/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/BEFORE/Excutive_summary__Report_of_the_Assessment_Team.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/BEFORE/Excutive_summary__Report_of_the_Assessment_Team.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/publications/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/publications/index.html


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 72  5

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

situation had calmed down, from crisis management efforts to a broader pro-
gram of action including security sector reform and reconciliation within the
military, dialogue processes, business development, and support for journalists.
According to an independent project review (forthcoming) conducted by Collabo-
rative Learning Projects (CDA) in 2008, the project has significantly contributed
to the prevention of violence in Bissau.

Assessment Mission to Guinea-Conakry

Guinea-Conakry was selected as the next site for BEFORE involvement in 2008.
The Steering Committee for West Africa concluded that there is potential for a
program similar to the one in Bissau. During a two-week trip, the assessment
team met with a great number of actors including senior government officials, a
group of elders and representatives of local and international non-governmental
organisations. The many interviews conducted enabled the team to analyze the
root and proximate causes of potential violence and identify the key obstacles to
peace: Distrust between the three main ethnic groups, absence of a functioning
judiciary, as well as low incomes and economic inequity. Guinea’s army has
become disorganized and there have been mutinies over pay and conditions.
Conflict recently erupted between the military and the police, leading to the
killing of several policemen. Guinea’s location in the unstable Mano River Union
region continues to create a serious challenge for the country. The elections,
looming ahead, constitute the most proximate danger of violence.

Although corruption remains rife, the Guineans seem to profit from the dynamic
informal economy. The assessment team feels that the collective mental frame-
work together with national pride in Guinea’s leadership role in African decoloni-
zation, and a desire to avoid the disastrous path of its neighbors, restrains gene-
ralized violence in Guinea. Institutionally, the team considered the growth and
proliferation of civil society organizations the most important tool of peace pro-
motion.

Strategies for Violence Prevention

The BEFORE assessment team identified several strategies that can contribute
to peace and stability in Guinea, rapid support for fair elections being the most
important. A less urgent and more general approach would     be to help Guinean
civil society forge and deepen a consensus about the mode of creation of a
democratically elected successor government that is respectful of human rights
and the rule of law. Civil society could be assisted in mobilizing rallies and mee-
tings to press for prompt implementation of free and fair elections through a
social forum involving trade unions and the Council of Elders. Another possible
area of intervention involves women: the team recommended that BEFORE ini-
tiate a 90-day caravan of women traveling through the country to demand free
and fair elections as a way of avoiding political violence. The assessment team
also outlined comprehensive strategies to train political parties in how to build
party platforms to bring together leaders and rank-and-file on the party program.
Other strategies concern civic education, training for youth, and improved inte-
gration of the armed forces and the civilian population. The final decision about
the next steps in implementing peacebuilding measures in Guinea-Conakry will
be made by the regional Steering Committee. In the future, BEFORE intends to
expand to other regions. 27.10.2008

Further information:

swisspeace / BEFORE

CEO Heinz Krummenacher

Project Officer

Lotta-Liina Mustonen

mailto:heinz.krummenacher@swisspeace.ch
mailto:lotta.mustonen@swisspeace.ch
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PBI-Switzerland

Press Release

Jubilee Events

Further information:

PBI-Switzerland Lisa Huber

GfbV

Intercooperation

SECO

Art for Tropical

Forests Foundation

Download

To order

News from Swiss NGOs

PBI-Switzerland 25-Year Jubilee
The first PBI-Switzerland volunteer arrived in Guatemala in 1983 at a time of
internal conflict. Inspired by Gandhi’s non-violent approach to conflict transforma-
tion he and other peace activists came to support local human rights defenders.
It was at that time that Peace Brigades International (PBI) developed the „protec-
tive accompaniment“ method, derived from their work with women in Guate-
mala. International volunteers accompanied women who despite political repres-
sion and physical threats continued their efforts to discover what had happened
to family members who had disappeared. It was the beginning of an internatio-
nal movement which today sends more than 150 volunteers each year to areas
of conflict. Since its founding the Swiss branch of PBI has deployed 75 volunteers
in projects abroad - in Guatemala, Mexico, Colombia, Haiti, Sri Lanka, Indonesia,
Nepal, North America and the Balkans. Switzerland today provides 12% of all PBI
volunteers in the field.

In recent years the focus has increasingly been on educational work in Switzer-
land, in an attempt to familiarize young people with the idea of non-violent
action, and also to make the work of the international organization better known
to the people of Switzerland.

Various events and activities are being organized in cities throughout Switzerland
to celebrate the quarter-century jubilee. 02.10.2008

A New Kind of Dialogue in the Congo Basin
The commercial exploitation of timber in the African Congo Basin, the world’s
second largest tropical forest, is today confronted with the most varying demands
- ecological, social, economic and political - involving a variety of State, private
and indigenous stakeholders.

A study of the problem, carried out by the Society for Threatened Peoples (GfbV)
human rights organization and the Swiss Foundation for Development and Inter-
national Cooperation (Intercooperation), and financed by the State Secretariat for
Economic Affairs (SECO) and the Art for Tropical Forests Foundation. Ethnologists
visited five forestry companies in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the
Republic of the Congo and Gabon and conducted an in situ analysis of the con-
flicts of interest between local populations and the forestry enterprises. The study
comes to the conclusion that any future-oriented solution for conservation of the
forests in the Congo Basin will require cooperation between the timber compa-
nies and the local population. „Free, Prior and Informed Consent“ (FPIC) is a
promising target-oriented concept with great potential for success in the negotia-
tion of conflicts of interest between the participating parties. The idea is to get
private firms to involve the forest dwellers directly in commercial exploitation of
the forest, with the two-fold purpose of combating poverty in a sustainable way
and ensuring better protection of tropical forests over the long term.

http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/mm-communiques/20080908_Medienmitteilung_25_Jahre_PBI.pdf
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/de/aktuell/25-jahre-pbi/
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/de/aktuell/25-jahre-pbi/
mailto:lisa.huber@peacebrigades.ch
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.seco.admin.ch/
http://www.kunstfuerdentropenwald.ch/
http://www.kunstfuerdentropenwald.ch/
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
mailto:info@gfbv.ch
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 Further information:

GfbV Christoph Wiedmer

Further information:

PD IV Sabina Läderach

FDFA: Facilitation

and Mediation

Summary

MSP / CSS Study

Full MSP / CSS Study

News from Swiss Government Agencies

The FPIC concept, which is currently the subject of intense debate at the United
Nations, is anchored in the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and
in the Convention concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples (ILO 169). The study
is meant to be a contribution to this debate, showing how the concept can be
implemented in everyday reality. It is available in both English and French.

02.10.2008

PA IV Annual Conference on Conflict Mediation in Africa
The motto of the recent annual conference of Political Affairs Division IV (Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs, FDFA) on Conflict Mediation in Africa was „It is
better to build bridges than walls“. The number of participants from Switzerland
and abroad at this year’s event in Bern’s Stade de Suisse was around 400, like
last year.

One of the aims of the Conference was to help participants learn more about
what causes conflicts on the African continent, and the general context, at the
same time providing an insight into different approaches that have been adop-
ted to mediation in Africa. One of the highlights was an intensive exchange of
views between African specialists and those from Switzerland.

All of the experts concurred that no quick-fix solutions are to be expected from
mediation. Negotiations frequently drag on for years and only rarely does the
process end with the signing of an agreement. Djibrill Yipènè Bassolé, African
Union and United Nations Chief Mediator for Darfur, in his address referred to the
tradition of „Palavers“, which has potential for playing a significant role in the
development of solutions to African conflicts. This however requires the inclusion
of all parties to the conflict in the dialogue, including those suspected of war
crimes. In this context the Head of the FDFA, Micheline Calmy-Rey, made the
point that readiness to engage in dialogue does not mean readiness to pass the
sponge on war crimes.

The discussions at the conference made it clear that Switzerland, which has a
long tradition of participation in peace processes in Africa and elsewhere, can
above all provide support for mediation activities on the continent by offering
expertise and capacity building. In this context Swiss efforts need to be strengthe-
ned in coming years.

As background for the conference the Mediation Support Project (MSP) of
swisspeace and the Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich wrote the
study „Unpacking the Mystery of Mediation in African Peace Processes“.

14.10.2008

mailto:christoph.wiedmer@gfbv.ch
mailto:sabina.laederach@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/goch/facint.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/goch/facint.html
http://www.css.ethz.ch/Mediation_in_Africa_summary.pdf
http://www.css.ethz.ch/Mediation_in_Africa_summary.pdf
http://www.css.ethz.ch/Mediation_in_Africa_full.pdf
http://www.css.ethz.ch/Mediation_in_Africa_full.pdf
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Human Security

Briefs Website

Download the

2007 report

Further information:

PD IV Sarah Bernasconi

Tajikistan Dialogue

Project

CORE

Human Security Brief 2007: Fewer Violent Conflicts
The number of violent conflicts around the globe is sinking. This trend, dating
back to nineties, has been confirmed by the Human Security Brief 2007 of Canada’s
Simon Fraser University. The number of victims of human rights violations and
refugees has also been falling. The study explains these developments mainly
on the basis of international peacebuilding efforts. The most notable improve-
ments since the beginning of the new millennium could be observed in sub-
Saharan Africa.

The 2007 study is the third since 2005. The analysis goes further than its pre-
decessors and confirms that, contrary to the generally held opinion, the number
of deaths due to terrorism in 2007 has continued to fall. The study notes that
various statistics counted civilian victims of the war in Iraq as victims of terro-
rism. A correction of this assumption shows that the number of actual victims of
terrorism has fallen sharply in 2007.

The Brief for 2007 does however express certain reservations concerning these
positive developments. Although some of the data is very promising, govern-
ments and international actors in the field of peacebuilding need to continue
their efforts in areas of conflict. There are more than 50 on-going conflicts world-
wide at present and human rights violations remain numerous. Moreover the
conflicts have „secondary effects“ which must also be taken into consideration.
And indeed Simon Fraser University’s next report, due out in 2009, will deal with
these hidden consequences of violent conflicts. Each year for example in areas
of conflict thousands die of sickness and malnutrition, a situation worsened by
the conflicts. It is for this reason that Switzerland will continue to focus its efforts
on civil peacebuilding, strengthening human rights and the protection of civilian
populations. Political Affairs Division IV (Federal Department of Foreign Affairs)
supports the University’s research activities. 20.10.2008

Islamic - Secular Dialogue in Tajikistan
In 2001, the German research center CORE started an Islamic-secular dialogue
project in Tajikistan. The Political Division IV (PD IV) of the Swiss Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) joined the project in 2002 and supported a new
round of discussions. This resulted in the elaboration of „Confidence-building
Measures“, which established principles for cooperation and mechanisms of
peaceful conflict transformation between both sides when dealing with religious,
legal, and political issues.

In 2004-2006 (Phase II), concrete policy recommendations and projects were
developed. Three working groups met monthly for a one-year dialogue cycle on
the topics of religious education; law, religion, and politics; and prevention of
radicalism. From 2006-2008 (Phase III), the dialogue participants dedicated their
time to project implementation and the continuation of the dialogue at a high
official level.

http://www.humansecuritybrief.info
http://www.humansecuritybrief.info
http://www.humansecuritybrief.info/hsb07_chapter2.pdf
http://www.humansecuritybrief.info/hsb07_chapter2.pdf
mailto:sarah.bernasconi@eda.admin.ch
http://www.swisscoop.kg/en/Home/Activities_in_Tajikistan/Tajikistan_Dialogue_Project
http://www.swisscoop.kg/en/Home/Activities_in_Tajikistan/Tajikistan_Dialogue_Project
http://www.core-hamburg.de/CORE_english/core.htm
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Further information:

PD IV

Corinne Henchoz Pignani

FriEnt
The Working Group on Development and Peace (Frient) and KOFF conducted a
workshop last February on how to deal with both victims and perpetrators in
post-conflict societies. The most important findings together with the conclu-
sions that can be drawn from the case histories and discussions are contained
in a report entitled „Engaging with Victims and Perpetrators in Transitional
Justice and Peacebuilding Processes“.

Conciliation Resources
Conciliation Resources’ (CR) latest „Peace, security and development
update“ reviews the successes, challenges and lessons learned from a re-
cently completed pilot project that aimed to make Sierra Leone’s security sec-
tor more accessible and accountable to ordinary people.

CR’s latest Accord issue addresses the peace process that ended 30 years of
armed conflict between the Indonesian government and the Free Aceh Move-
ment (GAM). Available in English and Bahasa-Indonesia, it examines the pro-
cess leading to the 2005 peace agreement and the ongoing peacebuilding
challenges for the region. It includes interviews with the 2008 Nobel prize-
winner, mediator Maarti Ahtisaari, and negotiators plus analysis by numerous
national and international experts.

European Centre for Conflict Prevention
There is an ongoing quest to find appropriate methods in dealing with plan-
ning, monitoring and evaluation in the fields of conflict prevention and peace-
building. The new issue paper of the Global Partnership for the Prevention of

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Partner Organizations

News from the

9 international KOFF

partner organizations.

Phase IV (2008-2009) of the project consists of four areas of activities. The three
working groups will continue their high-level dialogue and monitor their coope-
ration projects. Secondly,  Working Group 1 will introduce a uniform curriculum at
a pilot religious school with 24 students. This new model for religious schools
will include elements of civic education and secular courses. Working Group 2
will upgrade and republish their legal assistance manual on mosque registration.
Educational seminars will help religious leaders and civil servants to correctly
register mosques. Last but not least, Working Group 3 will develop new teaching
material to address the needs of civil servants at the grassroots level in order to
enhance the conflict management capacity of regional/local civil servants. A
textbook will be published; training sessions will be organized throughout Taji-
kistan; and roundtables in different cities will discuss the modules.

Over time the dialogue has resulted in concrete projects that mitigate the tensi-
ons between the religious sphere of society and the secular forces of the govern-
ment. These activities have the potential to lead the two sides from mere dia-
logue to practical cooperation, gradually integrating all levels of government and
Islamic structures. 20.10.2008

mailto:corinne.henchozpignani@eda.admin.ch
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Workshop_Report_Victims_and_Perpetrators.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/west-africa/west-africa-newsletters.php
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/aceh/index.php
http://www.gppac.net/uploads/File/Programmes/PM_L/Issue%20paper%205.pdf
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Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

SPICE/GTZ

Armed Conflict (GPPAC) - a program of the European Centre for Conflict Pre-
vention - is entitled „Assessing Progress on the Road to Peace: Planning,
Monitoring and Evaluating Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding Activities“
and brings together experiences of academics and practitioners. Further infor-
mation or hard copy requests: Goele Scheers.

EPLO
EPLO’s new „Briefing and Policy Paper“ aims to detail all the changes to the
EU’s external relations envisaged by the Lisbon Treaty, to outline how they
would affect the EU’s capacity to prevent and manage conflicts, and to give
recommendations concerning implementation and next steps. A summary of
recommendations is also available.

The paper „Civil Society Expectations of the European External Action Ser-
vice“ (EEAS) lays out the expectations concerning the legal principles to which
the EEAS must conform and other areas of shared interest including a transpa-
rent and inclusive consultation process and continuous civil society participa-
tion. EPLO and the Human Rights and Democracy Network have produced a
supplementary paper expanding on issues related to the „Human Rights and
Peacebuilding Recommendations on the EEAS.“

The EPLO policy paper  on the European Security Strategy (EES) aims to influ-
ence the process of updating the original ESS in order to take account of
changing global trends and threats. It provides recommendations on how to
cover areas such as Small Arms and Light Weapons, climate change or gen-
der-based violence, and further developing other sections of the strategy.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo  This year’s swisspeace Annual Conference, celebrating the Foundation’s 20-
year Jubilee, is devoted to „The Politics of Peace: From Ideology to Pragma-
tism?“. The program includes important peace policy actors. The discussions
will include future subject areas and peace policy instruments, and the contri-
bution made by research. The Conference is taking place 11 November on the
Gurten in Bern. Registration.

 KOFF is organising a debate on „Killing Civilians“ with Hugo Slim, a former
humanitarian field-worker and distinguished scholar, author of „Killing Civili-
ans, Method, Madness and Morality in War“ and currently Director of Corpora-
tes for Crisis in London. The event takes place 25 November 2008 from 10 to
12.30 at swisspeace (in English). Registration.

  How can conflicts over water and energy be avoided? The answer to this and
other questions will be provided at the Annual Conference on Swiss Coopera-
tion with Eastern Europe, 7 November in Solothurn, the theme of which is
„Water, an essential resource - the Swiss contribution to water management
in Central Asia“. Various speakers from Central Asia and Switzerland will
discuss conflicts over water and related mitigation strategies.

Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
mailto:g.scheers@conflict-prevention.net
http://www.eplo.org/documents/Peacebuilding%20and%20the%20Lisbon%20Treaty%20final.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/Lisbon%20Treaty%20policy%20only%20version.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EEAS%20EPLO-HRDN-CONCORD-VOICE%20FINAL%20with%20cover%20page.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EEAS%20EPLO-HRDN%20paper%20FINAL%20with%20logos.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/ESS%2031%20July%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:liliana.rossier@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/
http://www.corporatesforcrisis.com/
http://www.corporatesforcrisis.com/
mailto:nadina.diday@swisspeace.ch
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Agenda/Agenda_Detailansicht?itemID=170897
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As of the current year the University of Basel is offering a Program of Advan-
ced Studies     in Conflict Research and Conflict Resolution in cooperation with
the University of Applied Sciences Northwestern Switzerland and swisspeace.
The deadline for registering for the next term is the end of January 2009.

At a „Women and Men in Conflict“ meeting expert women from Kosovo,
Algeria and Palestine will report on their projects. The debate will focus on the
influence of violent conflicts on relations between the sexes, and changing
gender rolls. Friday, 28 November from 13.00h, Le Cap, Bern. Registration
by 28 November.

„Faces of Women“, an exhibiltion organized by PeaceWomen across the Glo-
be in the context of the international „16 Days of Activism against Gender
Violence“ campaign, will be on view in the Bern Cathedral from 25 Novem-
ber to 10 December. In a variety of events including a film program Peace-
Women from many countries present their efforts on behalf of peace and
discuss many of its aspects. Contact.

On the occasion of its 25-year Jubilee PBI-Switzerland is organizing a series of
events at the Karl der Grosse center in Zurich.

The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), the swisspeace Mediation
Support Project and the Center for Security Studies of the Swiss Federal Inst-
itute of Technology Zurich will be offering a two-week Peace Mediation Course
in     2009. It is divided into two modules held from 13 to 20 March and from 13
to 20 June and covers essential characteristics, concepts and behavioral aspects
necessary for effective mediation in peace processes. The course has been
designed by experts to provide an interactive, all-embracing approach to me-
diation. It is intended for diplomats, mediators and peacebuilding experts.
Applications     by 15 December 2008.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.postgraduate-basel.ch/nds.konfliktanalyse/framekonflikt.htm
http://www.postgraduate-basel.ch/nds.konfliktanalyse/framekonflikt.htm
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/kampagnen/16tage_tagung.php
mailto:16tage@cfd-ch.org
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/typo/index.php?id=125&L=0
http://www.1000peacewomen.org
http://www.1000peacewomen.org
http://www.16tage.ch
http://www.16tage.ch
mailto:ellen.bernhard@1000peacewomen.org
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/de/aktuell/25-jahre-pbi/
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/de/aktuell/25-jahre-pbi/
http://www.peacemediation.ch
http://www.peacemediation.ch/application/
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Information on the

Book and Excerpts

Peace Mediation in Africa
A new publication by the Mediation Support Projects (MSP) of swisspeace and
the Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich is entitled „Unpacking the Mys-
tery of Mediation in African Peace Processes“. The report, with a foreword by Lt.
General Lazaro Sumbeiywo, chief mediator in the North-South peace process in
Sudan, consists of 11 case studies each covering a recent mediation process in
Africa. Among others, it analyzes Kofi Annan’s mediation to solve the recent
crisis in Kenya (2008); the recent talks in Juba between the Ugandan govern-
ment and the Lord’s Resistance Army (2008); the Ouagadougou negotiations
that brokered a deal between the principal conflict parties in Côte d’Ivoire (2007);
and the long process that led to the Comprehensive Peace Agreement between
North and South Sudan (2005).

In the beginning of the report, a syntheses article extrapolates different ele-
ments about mediation in Africa that arose from the case studies. Three findings
are particularly noteworthy. First, the success of peace negotiation in Africa de-
pends on different factors, some of which are beyond the control of mediators:
the process of mediation, the content of a peace agreement as well as the
broader military, political and economic context in which the negotiations take
place. Second, almost all processes in Africa are mediated by heads of state or
distinguished individuals from Africa. However, actors from outside of Africa,
including Switzerland, can support mediation by providing expertise, technical
support and finances. Third, many mediators in Africa are not neutral intermedi-
aries – some of them even have manifest interests in the country of conflict.
What is important for effective mediation, however, are the mediators’ even-
handedness and non-judgmental attitude during the process. 14.10.2008

Non-Violent Action For a Just Peace:
The Case For Civil Conflict Transformation
At this year’s International Day of Non-Violence, which marked its 40-year Jubi-
lee, the German „action group for peace“ (Aktionsgemeinschaft Dienst für den
Frieden, AGDF) presented its new book on „Non-Violent Action For a Just Peace“
(„Gewaltfrei streiten für einen gerechten Frieden“). On behalf of the churches
AGDF has compiled successful examples of civil conflict transformation to     enab-
le church representatives to present to the general public and the political autho-
rities with well documented and convincing proof of the effectiveness of non-
violent methods of conflict transformation. How did volunteer movements
contribute to reconciliation between France and Germany? How did the evange-
lical church in East Germany support a non-violent process that led to the fall of
the Berlin wall in 1989? How were the parties at war in Mozambique persuaded
to begin a peace process? All these case histories illustrate the creativity of a
wide range of civil conflict transformation methods, presented as a valid alterna-

http://www.css.ethz.ch/Mediation_in_Africa_summary.pdf
http://www.css.ethz.ch/Mediation_in_Africa_full.pdf
http://www.css.ethz.ch/Mediation_in_Africa_full.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/mediation
http://www.css.ethz.ch
http://www.friedensdienst.de/News-Anzeige.53+M570348fc867.0.html
http://www.friedensdienst.de/News-Anzeige.53+M570348fc867.0.html
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tive to military intervention. As well as documenting the current state of know-
ledge in peace research and its practical applications, the book discusses the
challenges facing policy makers in Europe today. It makes concrete recommen-
dations on ways political and religious leaders can strengthen the civil approach
to conflict transformation. 20.10.2008

Small Arms Survey
The Small Arms Survey, an independent research project of the Graduate Institu-
te of International and Development Studies in Geneva, is among the most im-
portant international sources of information on problems relating to the prolifera-
tion of small arms and light weapons. The Survey’s website offers full and easily
accessible coverage of current research activities. Equally useful is the fact that
it provides uncomplicated access to current publications including the latest glo-
bal report „Small Arms Survey 2008“. Visitors will also find plentiful information
on a variety of subjects relating to small arms and light weapons. By clicking on
the homepage mappa mundi it is possible to access information from Survey
studies specific to the various regions and countries, so that information can be
accessed on a geographical as well as a thematic basis. 20.10.2008
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http://www.smallarmssurvey.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:christa.dold@swisspeace.ch
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
http://www.eda.admin.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.caux.ch/de/home
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/index.php
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/
http://www.infosud.org
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.wsp-international.org/
http://www.interteam.ch/start.htm
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch
http://www.mission-21.org
http://www.miva.ch/
http://www.refbejuso.ch/content/showInfo.asp?InfoId=791
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.osar.ch/
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/

