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Green Cross Switzerland New KOFF Member
The KOFF Steering Committee accepted the Green Cross Switzerland foundation
as a new member at its meeting in November. This brings the total membership
of non-governmental organizations to 47. To learn more about the new member
organization, see under „News from Swiss NGOs“ in this issue of the Newslet-
ter. 10.11.2008

KOFF Training in Dialogue Facilitation
KOFF provided a two-day training session in mid-November devoted to the
„Practice and Methodology of Dialogue Facilitation“. Participants from Swiss
and international NGOs were able to benefit from the considerable expertise of
two trainers: Günther Baechler, Special Peacebuilding Advisor of the Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) in Darfur, and Norbert Ropers, Director of
the Berghof Foundation for Peace Support.

The aim of the course was to facilitate dialogue between parties to a conflict.
The participants learned about the principles and „design“ of dialogue facilitati-
on and, thanks to a very participative approach, how to relate what they learned
to their own experiences. With the help of a case study from the South Caucasus
they were able to see how theory is put into practice. Discussions on the special
challenges faced by dialogue facilitation completed the practical segment of the
course.

The course was the last of this year’s KOFF training series. Thanks to great de-
mand the Dialogue Facilitation course will be repeated on 8-9 January 2009. A
few places are still available. 13.11.2008

Kosovo Consultation on Decentralization
KOFF organized consultation on Kosovo for representatives of Swiss governmen-
tal and non-governmental organizations on the subject of decentralization. Swiss
diplomat Raphael Nägeli, who heads the Decentralization Division of the Inter-
national Civilian Office (ICO), reported on how the ICO is helping Kosovo to
implement the Ahtisaari Plan. In the context of the Plan decentralization means
first the transfer of competencies to the local communities, and second the in-
crease of the competencies for communities with non-Albanian majorities. The
pitfalls are numerous. For the Albanian population the idea of „decentralization“
has a negative ring, and it remains difficult to bring the Serbian part to participa-
te in the process. Information campaigns are therefore much needed, not only in
the larger communities but also in the villages, to ensure the active cooperation
of the population.     Stéphanie Roschi of Intercooperation, reported on the „Swiss-

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/about/koff-members/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/about/koff-members/index.html
http://www.greencross.ch/
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Documents/Dialogue-Facilitation-jan09.pdf
http://www.ico-kos.org/
http://www.ico-kos.org/
http://www.intercoopkos.org/logos_en/index.html
http://www.unosek.org/unosek/en/statusproposal.html
http://www.unosek.org/unosek/en/statusproposal.html
http://www.unosek.org/unosek/en/statusproposal.html
http://www.eulex-kosovo.eu/
http://www.unmikonline.org/
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Further information:

KOFF Roland Dittli

KOFF Cordula Reimann

KOFF Websites on

Conflict Sensitivity

Kosovo Local Governance and Decentralization Support“ (LOGOS) project, fi-
nanced by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and discussed
the impact the latest developments are having on the efforts of local actors with
regard to decentralization.

Both speakers stressed the fact that recent developments - including the United
Nations Secretary-General’s Six Point Plan and the delay in replacing the UN
Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) by the European Union justice and peace mission
(EULEX) - have caused much confusion among the Albanian people and have
also created a lack of confidence. The discussion also covered the role of the
churches, and the participation of women and non-Serbian minorities, particular-
ly the Roma, which still need to be assiduously promoted at all levels. The return
of the Roma and the rebuilding of their homes remain delicate questions, which
clearly have no priority for the government in Kosovo, although the latter seems
not to be lacking in funds. The next Roundtable dedicated to South Eastern Euro-
pe, scheduled for the beginning of 2009, will consider the question of the Roma
in greater depth. 20.11.2008

Peacebuilding and Conflict Sensitivity: How Effective
Have the Tools and Approaches Been so Far?
At a one-day KOFF meeting 16 Swiss and international experts discussed their
experiences in the field with the utilization of various tools and approaches in
the areas of peacebuilding and conflict sensitivity. They exchanged views on the
application of existing instruments and their effectiveness, notably „Do no Harm“
(DNH), „Reflecting on Peace Practice“ (RPP) and „Peace and Conflict Assess-
ment“ (PCA). In the view of these experts, seven inputs helped to determine the
need for these tools and approaches and the benefits to expect, in ways appro-
priate to a given situation. The experiences so far have been positive. Most of
the organizations represented have made it clear that they will continue with
mainstreaming, and in particular with systematic implementation of the above-
mentioned approaches. The discussions also identified a number of outstanding
challenges, such as the fact that so many pompous manuals are written on
these subjects, the continuing gaps between analysis and the development of
strategy, and the difficulty of determining the actual value added by these ap-
proaches. Equally important is the translation of what has been achieved so far
into effective peacebuilding measures, and how to assess this effectiveness.
After a critical evaluation of their combined experiences the experts agreed that
efforts must be made to avoid putting too much emphasis on the debate about
tools. Getting the most out of the existing tools and approaches depends much
more on creation of the necessary development policy processes, as well as
coalitions and framework conditions. 24.11.2008

http://www.bazonline.ch/ausland/europa/Die-EU-geraet-mit-ihrer-KosovoPolitik-in-eine-Sackgasse/story/15988838
http://www.bazonline.ch/ausland/europa/Die-EU-geraet-mit-ihrer-KosovoPolitik-in-eine-Sackgasse/story/15988838
http://www.bazonline.ch/ausland/europa/Die-EU-geraet-mit-ihrer-KosovoPolitik-in-eine-Sackgasse/story/15988838
http://www.rferl.org/content/EUs_Kosovo_Mission_In_Doubt_After_Pristina_Rejects_UN_Proposal/1348754.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/EUs_Kosovo_Mission_In_Doubt_After_Pristina_Rejects_UN_Proposal/1348754.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/EUs_Kosovo_Mission_In_Doubt_After_Pristina_Rejects_UN_Proposal/1348754.html
mailto:christian.gebhart@swisspeace.ch
mailto:roland.dittli@swisspeace.ch
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html
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Review of

„Killing Civilians“

in KOFF-Newsletter

No. 67

Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx

swisspeace 20 years

in the service of peace

(swissinfo, German)

In hard times, a come-

back for soft power

(swissinfo)

„US foreign policy will

undergo a major change

under Obama“ (DRS4,

German)

New era expected in US

foreign policy („Echo der

Zeit“, DRS1, German)

Focus

Civilians as Victims of Armed Conflicts
In most armed conflicts the main victims have always been civilians. This is no
accident. It is in fact a method with a specific purpose, consciously planned by
the perpetrator.

At a meeting organized by KOFF, Hugo Slim author of the book „Killing Civilians“
made a knowledgeable presentation of the motives behind the killings and se-
xual violence, as well as the displacement of civilians. These range from the
desire for systematic annihilation (genocide), revenge, lust for power, oppressi-
on and punishment, to the brute desire to kill. Legal arguments alone are clearly
not enough to convince the parties to a conflict to respect International Humani-
tarian Law, Slim pointed out. Apart from the basic, fundamental, but differentia-
ted definition of the concept of civilian population (‚civilian ambiguity’), Slim
insists above all that it is the attitude of perpetrators to their victims that must be
changed. They need to be persuaded to accept new values such as mercy, the
value of human life, and of fighting fair. Moreover it should be made clear to
them that respect for civilians is ultimately in their own interest, since today’s
perpetrator and his family can become tomorrow’s victims. In a lively discussion
many participants, while agreeing with the arguments put forward by Slim, non-
etheless remained skeptical about their concrete implementation, which would
require tenacity, firm conviction and courage. 26.11.2008

Swisspeace Annual Conference 2008:
Peacebuilding Faces New Challenges
Celebrating the 20-year Jubilee of the Swiss Peace Foundation this year’s
swisspeace Annual Conference - under the banner „The Politics of Peace:
From Ideology to Pragmatism?“ - focused on recent developments in
peace policy, with a brief look at topics that will be of increasing rele-
vance to peacebuilding in the future and a discussion of the potential
contribution of peace research to policy-making. Experts from both the
public and private sectors and from civil society and research met toge-
ther to discuss these matters on 11 November on the Gurten in Bern.

Whereas at the time of the founding of swisspeace it was a question of confi-
dence-building between East and West and of disarmament, today the issues
are Western dominance and how to deal with emerging actors. This change
impacts both on peacebuilding in the field and on the objectives and content of
peace research.

A Western Program?

Lothar Brock of the Hessian Foundation for Peace and Conflict Research (HFSK)
told at the Conference that Western concepts continue to dominate at times of
involvement in the so-called „failed States“, i.e. what needs to be done is seen

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2008/67_d.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2008/67_d.pdf
mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swissinfo.ch/ger/news/schweiz_und_die_welt/swisspeace_20_Jahre_im_Friedensdienst.html?siteSect=126&sid=9960088&cKey=1226740441000&ty=st
http://www.swissinfo.ch/ger/news/schweiz_und_die_welt/swisspeace_20_Jahre_im_Friedensdienst.html?siteSect=126&sid=9960088&cKey=1226740441000&ty=st
http://www.swissinfo.ch/ger/news/schweiz_und_die_welt/swisspeace_20_Jahre_im_Friedensdienst.html?siteSect=126&sid=9960088&cKey=1226740441000&ty=st
http://www.swissinfo.org/eng/front/In_hard_times_a_comeback_for_soft_power.html?siteSect=105&sid=9959921&cKey=1226474539000&ty=st
http://www.swissinfo.org/eng/front/In_hard_times_a_comeback_for_soft_power.html?siteSect=105&sid=9959921&cKey=1226474539000&ty=st
http://www.swissinfo.org/eng/front/In_hard_times_a_comeback_for_soft_power.html?siteSect=105&sid=9959921&cKey=1226474539000&ty=st
http://www.drs4news.ch/www/de/drs4/sendungen/drs-4-aktuell/5728.sh10057696.html
http://www.drs4news.ch/www/de/drs4/sendungen/drs-4-aktuell/5728.sh10057696.html
http://www.drs4news.ch/www/de/drs4/sendungen/drs-4-aktuell/5728.sh10057696.html
http://www.drs.ch/www/de/drs/sendungen/echo-der-zeit/2644.bt10057732.html
http://www.drs.ch/www/de/drs/sendungen/echo-der-zeit/2644.bt10057732.html
http://www.drs.ch/www/de/drs/sendungen/echo-der-zeit/2644.bt10057732.html
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Switzerland and

its peace policy

(„Kontext“, DRS2,

German)

swisspeace

Jubilee brochure

HSFK

Control Risks

Master of Arts

in Coexistence and

Conflict, Brandeis

University

FDFA, PD IV

from the point of view of Western nations, which consider themselves to be the
„ideal model“. This leads to very different views on what the outcome should
be between the (Western) actors involved in peacebuilding and local popula-
tions. Western interventions of all kinds are often seen as post-colonial maneu-
vers. This perception has been strengthened by the foreign policy of the United
States in recent years. Whether or not the election of Barack Obama as the new
US President can change this tendency, and if so to what extent, was one of the
topics of discussion at the Conference. Will he truly be an advocate of „soft
power“, as Mari Fitzduff of Brandeis University pointed out? We shall have to
wait and see.

Sectorial Peacebuilding

Thomas Greminger who heads Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV) within the
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) made the point that without the
readiness of the conflicting parties to contribute to a peaceful outcome, it would
not be possible for external actors such as Switzerland to make a constructive
contribution to the peace process. Peacebuilding efforts that are not supported
by those directly concerned are ultimately doomed to failure. In future Switzer-
land needs to focus its efforts on sectorial aspects of peacebuilding, further
developing know-how acquired over the last decade. This above all means me-
diation support and capacity building for „dealing with the past“. As Greminger
sees it, these aspects are certain to become increasingly important in the next
few years. In the view of Cordula Reimann of swisspeace, efforts in the area of
peace policy must without a doubt focus less on the „easy to reach“(such as
women’s groups and young people) and more on the „hard to reach“ without
whom no peace is possible (such as rebel groups and ex-combatants).

New Forms of Conflict and New Actors

It is an open question whether or not the items on today’s peace policy agenda
will be as important tomorrow. The answer depends on what forms future con-
flicts take. In Greminger’s view classical wars between states will become in-
creasingly scarce, while new kinds of conflict pitting gang against gang or invol-
ving cartels will become more frequent. These are the new challenges that
peacebuilding must face. In the view of John Bray of the „Control Risks“ consul-
tancy firm, private sector companies, which often receive little attention, can
play a real role in peacebuilding alongside States, international organizations
and non-governmental organizations. In this context however, it musts be assu-
med that it is above all through conflict-sensitive and sustainable business
practices that the private sector can promote peace, rather than through direct
involvement in peace negotiations, since they lack the necessary legitimacy. In
this context it is of the greatest importance that peace policy actors do their best
to interest the private sector in joint projects, building long term „win-win“ rela-
tionships that can help the cause of peacebuilding in the regions where compa-
nies are active.

Research and Politics

The role of peace research was another point of discussion. In the view of Harald
Müller of the Wolfgang Goethe University of Frankfurt and the HSFK research can

http://www.drs.ch/www/de/drs/sendungen/kontext/5004.sh10056572.html
http://www.drs.ch/www/de/drs/sendungen/kontext/5004.sh10056572.html
http://www.drs.ch/www/de/drs/sendungen/kontext/5004.sh10056572.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/etc/20-years-swisspeace/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/etc/20-years-swisspeace/index.html
http://www.hsfk.de/
http://www.crg.com/
http://www.brandeis.edu/slifka/masters/
http://www.brandeis.edu/slifka/masters/
http://www.brandeis.edu/slifka/masters/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
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Cyril Amberg

Further information:

swisspeace

Laurent Goetschel

make a constructive direct contribution to political decision-making, once certain
conditions are fulfilled. If the research community is to succeed in advising poli-
ticians and diplomats, and the results of research are to influence policy, then
researchers must have access to the necessary background knowledge and be
familiar with the appropriate language. But above all they must know how to
adapt their advice to specific contexts and master their appropriate „language“.
Barbara Haering, a former member of the Swiss National Council who among
her other pursuits sits on the European Research Area Board, argued that acade-
mics have an obligation towards politi-cians: they must constantly strive to ensure
that worthwhile new ideas from research are embraced by policy makers, even
if this means involvement in a relatively complex process. A key „transmission
belt“ between academia and politics in this context according to Haering is the
administration (civil service) which like academia takes an essentially longer
term view than politicians.

Two decades after the founding of swisspeace the Confederation’s peace policy
has made decisive progress, although the term „peace policy“ does not have
the same independence in Switzerland as it does elsewhere, as swisspeace
CEO Heinz Krummenacher pointed out. Whereas 20 years ago the talk was
mainly of peace policy in relation to security, today it is more often of peace
policy in relation to development. Nonetheless, peace policy is now a permanent
fixture of Swiss foreign policy. To be meaningful and effective, peacebuilding
must meet with local acceptance, while remaining pragmatic, basing itself on
cooperation with local actors and constantly adapting to the changing realities
of today’s conflicts. 11.11.2008

mailto:cyril.amberg@swisspeace.ch
mailto:laurent.goetschel@swisspeace.ch
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Further information:

Green Cross Switzerland

Nathalie Gysi

Green Cross Switzerland

Swiss Catholic

Lenten Fund

News from Swiss NGOs

Introducing Green Cross Switzerland
Green Cross Switzerland concerns itself with the problem of consequential da-
mage from industrial and military disasters and the clean-up of contaminated
sites from the Cold War period. Central issues are the improvement of the living
quality of people affected by chemical, radioactive and other types of contamina-
tion, as well as the promotion of sustainable development in the spirit of coope-
ration instead of confrontation. This includes the involvement of all stakeholder
groups affected by a problem.

The Chernobyl catastrophe and utilization of the defoliation chemical „Agent
Orange“ resulted in widespread contamination. An international program provi-
des social and medical assistance to those worst affected in Russia, Belarus,
Ukraine and Vietnam, including a full range of medico-psychological aid aimed at
self-help. Another international program works for the elimination of weapons of
mass destruction by means of information, confidence-building measures and in
situ projects. For the purpose of confidence-building with local populations Green
Cross Switzerland operates 12 information bureaus in Russia in the vicinity of
localities in which chemical weapons are stored. It has also contributed substan-
tially to consensus building between the State and local communities in Russia
and the USA through mediation processes.

Green Cross is committed to preventing conflicts around the world arising from
the scarcity of water resources through intervention at the highest levels of deci-
sion-making, as well as through involvement in local projects for the conservati-
on of this vital resource. 19.11.2008

The Psychosocial Approach of the
Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund in Kenya
The major outbreak of violence that took place in Kenya at the beginning of the
year has left significant traces. At the request of local partners, the Swiss Catholic
Lenten Fund (Fastenopfer) organized a psychosocial workshop in August for all
partner organizations in Kenya. The aim was to analyze these events together,
sharing experiences both at the personal and at the project level - indeed the
workshop made it clear that these two levels are so closely linked as to be
inseparable.

As the participants discussed their individual experiences during the conflict, it
soon became clear that all partner organizations and their staff had been affected
in one way or another by the conflict, in many cases to a greater extent than had
been realized. The discussion of personal experiences revealed that the percepti-
on of one’s own ethnic identity and the prejudices with regard to other Kenyan
ethnic groups were affected. Most important of all, the discussions enabled par-
ticipants to identify with the stories told by others present, giving a new dimensi-

mailto:Nathalie.Gysi@GREENCROSS.CH
http://www.greencross.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
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Further information:

Swiss Catholic Lenten

Fund Felix Wertli

Interpeace

Nimba Reconciliation

Project: External

Evaluation Report

Further information:

Interpeace

Lisa Ross-Magenty

on to their understanding of the whole experience and enabling them to accept
the fact that people of all ethnic groups were among the victims of the conflict.
The participants were well versed in a variety of approaches to conflict analysis:
political, economic and historical. What they lacked was the ability to make
constructive use of their personal experiences in the conflict transformation pro-
cess. The Fund will focus on this aspect in a follow-up to the workshop. Further-
more the psychosocial approach will be perfected in a series of regional work-
shops, taking into account the „Do no Harm“ instrument. The aim is to allow the
organizations and persons concerned to achieve a better understanding of the
consequences of the outbreak of violence and its influence on the development
of the conflict, and in this way to make a contribution to a solution. 20.11.2008

Conclusions from the Interpeace
Reconciliation Project in Liberia
The 6-month Nimba County Reconciliation project reached its conclusion in
August with the presentation to the Liberian Government of a series of concrete
recommendations aiming to address inter-ethnic conflicts. This joint Interpeace-
United Nations project implemented Interpeace’s ‘Participatory Action Research’
approach. It included an intensive consultation covering 64 settlements, over
1000 people in the 6 districts of Nimba.

Contrary to previous perceptions, the findings showed that conflict in Nimba
County is not only due to tension between Mandingo, Mano and Gio ethnic
groups over private property in urban settings. Conflicts can be found across all
districts, involve different ethnic groups, and are present in both urban and rural
areas.

Conflict in Nimba seems to be more the result of the absence of capacities for
conflict mediation in state and society, as a result of the absence of strong state
presence and the erosion of traditional structures of authority during armed con-
flict. Without these capacities, normal conflicts - ranging from community boundary
disputes to political disagreements arising from political allegiances forged du-
ring the war - remain unsolved and can multiply. Several recommendations
emerging from the communities’ own understanding of these gaps and the ac-
tions needed to address them were presented. The recommendations covered
land and property disputes, inter-ethnic reconciliation, the relationship between
local Government representatives and the communities and the capacity of local
society to peacefully resolve every-day conflicts.

Building upon the experience developed through the implementation of the Nimba
project, the UN/Interpeace Liberia Team is now preparing to roll out a two-year
National Dialogue project. 25.11.2008

mailto:Wertli@fastenopfer.ch
http://www.interpeace.org
http://www.interpeace.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=158&Itemid=342
http://www.interpeace.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=158&Itemid=342
http://www.interpeace.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=158&Itemid=342
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IFF

KOFF Newsletters

Nr. 57 (Mai 2007) and

Nr. 59 (Juli 2007)

Further information:

IFF Eva Schmassmann

Geneva Declaration

FDFA: Switzerland and

the Geneva Declaration

UNDP Program

on Small Arms

Small Arms Survey

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Filipino Study Tour on Constitution-Making
and Territorial Reorganization
Switzerland’s Institute for Federalism (IFF) has been working with the Center for
Local and Regional Governance of the University of the Philippines in the context
of an academic exchange program since 2007 (see KOFF Newsletters No. 57
and 59). Each year the IFF receives a Filipino delegation under the scheme in an
effort to familiarize its members with different aspects of the Swiss federal sys-
tem. This year’s study tour concerned constitutional law and territorial (re-)orga-
nization.

Last April a number of Filipino Senators seized the initiative with a view to
changing the constitution and creating a federal State. A political debate on
constitutional reform having thus been set in motion, the timing of the study tour
to Switzerland seemed perfect. A six-member delegation, including one Gover-
nor as well as representatives of the administration, the media and academia
traveled to Switzerland for a week at the end of October. The highlights included
visits to experts on constitutional amendments of the half canton of Basel-city,
and to experts on the constitution of the Confederation. The events surrounding
the creation of the new canton of Jura also received much attention. The partici-
pants were especially interested in the following: the emergence of this new
canton, the situation in the Jura region that has remained part of the canton of
Bern, the protection of minorities in canton Bern, and the fiscal dimension of the
new regional organization. The function of the Prefectures of canton Fribourg
also met with much interest.

The discussions soon made it clear which aspects of the Swiss system would be
most relevant to the debate now taking place in the Philippines. The delegates
were particularly impressed by the transparency of the constitutional debate in
Switzerland and the many opportunities Swiss citizens have to take an active
part in discussions and decisions. On their return to the Philippines they expected
to testify as to the importance of such an arrangement. 19.11.2008

UN Resolution on Armed Violence and Development
Armed violence is a subject that includes acts of war as well as other forms of
violence taking place on a daily basis that affect societies in many ways. Accor-
ding to the report of the Small Arms Survey „The Global Burden of Armed Vio-
lence“, armed violence has claimed around 740,000 per annum in recent years,
including some 490,000 outside conflict zones.

Against this background Switzerland and the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP), together with various other States and non-governmental or-
ganizations launched the Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Develop-
ment, in an effort to deal effectively with this problem and to make a contribution
to sustainable development. The Declaration has been the subject of four regio-

http://www.federalism.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=1039&keywords=Studienreise&booltype=AND&section=3&id=504
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=1076&keywords=Studienreise&booltype=AND&section=3&id=504
mailto:eva.schmassmann@unifr.ch
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/condi.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/condi.html
http://www.undp.org/cpr/we_do/small_arms_mine_action.shtml
http://www.undp.org/cpr/we_do/small_arms_mine_action.shtml
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/
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Further information:

FDFA Siro Beltrametti

FDFA, PD IV

GTZ

IFF

Further information:

PD IV Martin Stürzinger

nal meetings, as well as a review conference that took place on 12 September
2008. During this conference the signatory States strengthened their support for
the Declaration’s principles and called for its dissemination at various internatio-
nal forums.

For this purpose Switzerland, in the name of the 13 States that make up the
Geneva Declaration Committee, submitted a draft resolution to the UN General
Assembly on 17 November. Supported by 57 States this resolution was adopted
by consensus. Under the title: „Promoting development through armed violence
prevention and reduction“ it requests the Secretary-General to report, some time
between 2009 and 2010, on the link between armed violence and develop-
ment. Thanks to this resolution the Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and
Development is now on the international political agenda. 17.11.2008

Federalism Study Tour of Nepalese Delegation
On 10 April 2008 a Constituent Assembly (CA) was elected in Nepal. At its first
session on 28 May the Assembly, which also acts as an interim parliament,
declared Nepal a federal democratic republic. The CA is expected to produce a
new constitution for Nepal within the next two years.

At the invitation of the German technical cooperation society GTZ and the Fe-
deral Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) a high-ranking delegation from Nepal
paid a visit to both Germany and Switzerland in October. The 20 members of the
delegation included 15 parliamentarians who sit in the CA committee charged
with drawing up the new constitution. The group also included three Nepalese
constitutional experts, a representative of the CA Secretariat and another from
the Ministry of Peace and Reconstruction.

The six-day program in Switzerland was organized by Political Affairs Division IV
(PA IV, FDFA) in collaboration with Nicole Töpperwien, an expert on federalism.
After a general introduction at the Institute for Federalism (IFF) in Fribourg there
were a number of presentations and workshops in which experts and politicians
discussed the separation of powers at the three levels of government – federal,
cantonal and local, as well as fiscal federalism and the „Jura question“. At the
end of the visit the delegation discussed the concrete procedures involved in the
creation of a federal system.

Switzerland is well known in Nepal for its active support for peace and for the
constitution-making process. Constructive international aid and support is an
essential requirement for the success of this all-embracing process of transfor-
mation. It is the intention of the Swiss government to continue to provide assis-
tance and expertise to the Nepalese constitution-making process. 20.11.2008

mailto:siro.beltrametti@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.federalism.ch
mailto:martin.stuerzinger@eda.admin.ch


Conciliation Resources
Conciliation Resources (CR) has just published the first study into how deca-
des of conflict by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) and other armed groups
has affected Sudanese communities living along the Sudan-Uganda border.
„Perilous Border“ gives an insight into local people’s views and some of the
profound challenges for peacebuilding and statebuilding in Southern Sudan
and its border areas.

CR has started a five-year project to help conflict-affected communities voice
their needs and engage effectively with politicians and policymakers in decisi-
on-making on issues that impact upon their lives. Working with their partners
in Sierra Leone, Guinea, Liberia, Uganda, Georgia-Abkhazia and Fiji the aim is
to improve government accountability and responsiveness to deal with the
unmet needs and contested issues that cause conflict.
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Berghof
The Berghof Handbook for Conflict Transformation presents a new article: „On
Hybrid Political Orders and Emerging States: State Formation in the Context of
‘Fragility’“. The authors claim that conflict transformation and peacebuilding
need to be of a hybrid nature and combine traditional, state- and civil society-
centred approaches in order to be successful. They critically discuss the dis-
course on failing states and the current state-of-the-art in state-building. They
also review successes and failures in the context of Somaliland, Bougainville
and East Timor. Also available in Spanish.

The new Berghof Paper „Dealing with the Past in the Context of Ethnonationa-
lism. The Case of Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia and Serbia“ pinpoints ethnona-
tionalism as one of the main causes for the armed conflicts in the region of
former Yugoslavia and argues that facing the past presents an indispensable
precondition for sustainable peace.

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

International Partner Organizations

News from the

9 international KOFF

partner organizations.

Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

GTZ

http://www.c-r.org/our-work/uganda/documents/Perilous-Border.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/governance/index.php
www.berghof-handbook.net/uploads/download/boege_etal_handbook.pdf
www.berghof-handbook.net/uploads/download/spanish_boege_etal_handbook.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/uploads/download/boc29e.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo A few places remain for the KOFF training on „Practice and Methodology of
Dialogue Facilitation“ 8-9 January 2009.  To register. 

 On 3 December, 12.30-14.00, Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV), Peace Policy
Section will be holding an in-house discussion with Thania Paffenholz on the
subject „What civil society can and cannot do for peace“ (in German).

The Outpatient Clinic for the Victims of Torture and War of the Swiss Red Cross
extends an open invitation on the occasion of Human Rights Day (10 Decem-
ber) to a roundtable     (in German)     on the subject of torture and memory, at the
Kornhausforum in Bern. Begins: 20.00.

 The Society for Threatened Peoples – Switzerland (GfbV) organizes an interna-
tional conference on „Preventing Genocide? 60 years of the UN Genocide
Convention“, 15 December 2008, 13.30-18.00 at the Kursaal in Bern.
To register.

Publications

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Evaluating Peace Mediation
The mediation cluster of the Initiative for Peacebuilding recently published the
paper „Evaluating Peace Mediation“ that was written by the Mediation Support
Project of swisspeace, in collaboration with the Center for Peace Mediation in
Berlin. The paper is intended as a basis for discussion and proposes a framework
for evaluating international mediation activities. It hopes to be a practical tool
for observers, donors and desk officers to achieve better quality control of
mediation processes, while also facilitating critical reflection and lessons learnt
among mediators. 26.11.2008

Further information:

swisspeace David Lanz

Evaluating Peace

Mediation

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.

New Swisspeace Working Paper
on „Financial Peacebuilding“
The financial sector is assumed to have a catalyst role for economic develop-
ment. The provision of financial services, such as banking services, can directly
contribute to poverty reduction and economic growth. It enables people to better
manage their risks and facilitates investments. The importance of an adequate
financial service provision has also been recognized for post-conflict peacebuil-
ding and reconstruction. So far, research undertaken in this field has mostly
explored the role of microfinance institutions in post-conflict peacebuilding and
the structural pre-conditions necessary for the recovery of a depleted financial
sector. Little attention has been paid to the role of (local) private commercial

Ulrike Joras „Financial

Peacebuilding - Impacts

of the Nepalese conflict

on the financial sector

and its potential for

peacebuilding“

swisspeace

Working Paper 3/2008

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Documents/Dialogue-Facilitation-jan09.pdf
mailto:koffadmin@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/events/Einladungsflyer_Inhouse_Discussion_T_Paffenholz.pdf
http://www.redcross.ch/activities/health/news/news-de.php?newsid=1029
mailto:conference@gfbv.ch
http://www.initiativeforpeacebuilding.eu/Mediation.html
http://www.peacemediation.de/
mailto:david.lanz@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/msp/IfP-_evaluating_peace_mediation.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/msp/IfP-_evaluating_peace_mediation.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/publications/working-papers/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/publications/working-papers/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/publications/working-papers/index.html
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tragsmanagement
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Order

Price: SFr. 15,-

New Handbook on „Private Sector
Development in (Post-) Conflict Situations“
Conflict-sensitive development cooperation in the private sector is the subject
of a new publication by the German technical cooperation society GTZ. Entitled
„Private Sector Development in (Post-) Conflict Situations“ this 120-page
handbook is intended for practitioners in the field of development cooperation.
Thanks to two instruments – the Do no Harm (DNH) approach and Peace and
Conflict Assessment (PCA), which are dealt with in the first chapter – project
coordinators should be able to achieve conflict-sensitive planning,
implementation and evaluation of development projects that involve the private
sector. The handbook is based on examples from German development
cooperation, to which there are frequent references. Anyone not put off by the
specialized vocabulary and the size of the volume will find that this handbook is
a successful blending of theory and practice, with plentiful examples of the
latter together with useful checklists. The handbook, in English, is available on
the GTZ web site. 20.11.2008

banks in peacebuilding – particularly in those countries where the financial infra-
structure was affected by a conflict but remained functional. This working paper
looks at options of how the local financial sector may contribute to post-conflict
peacebuilding, taking the specific example of Nepal. It differentiates between
private commercial banks, governmental commercial banks and microfinance
institutions and explores how these institutions were affected by the violent
conflict in Nepal, how they responded to challenges, and discusses options as
well as limitations for financial sector engagement in peacebuilding. 19.11.2008

http://www.gtz.de/de/dokumente/gtz2008-en-private-sector-conflict.pdf
http://www.gtz.de/de/themen/uebergreifende-themen/krisenpraevention/23754.htm
http://www.gtz.de/de/themen/uebergreifende-themen/krisenpraevention/23754.htm
http://www.gtz.de/de/themen/uebergreifende-themen/krisenpraevention/23754.htm
mailto:liliana.rossier@swisspeace.ch
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Open Forum for CSO Development Effectiveness
In the course of the aid effectiveness debate after the signing of the Paris Decla-
ration in 2005 representatives from Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) resolved
to start their own process to establish a global CSO-suitable effectiveness fra-
mework. After a consultation process, some 70 CSO’s agreed that such a frame-
work should take the shape of an open forum, accessible to all interested CSOs.
In accordance with its objectives – to create an open process for developing a
joint vision and common principles and guidelines on CSO development effec-
tiveness – the website features many interesting and topical articles including
all publications from the Advisory Group on Civil Society and Aid Effectiveness.
The information is grouped into „thematic initiatives“ as well as „regions/coun-
tries“ and the site notifies of upcoming events focusing on this crucial and fast
developing discussion. 20.11.2008

http://www.cso-effectiveness.org/
http://www.cso-effectiveness.org/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:christa.dold@swisspeace.ch
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
http://www.eda.admin.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.caux.ch/de/home
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/index.php
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.greencross.ch/en/index.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/
http://www.infosud.org
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.wsp-international.org/
http://www.interteam.ch/start.htm
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch
http://www.mission-21.org
http://www.miva.ch/
http://www.refbejuso.ch/content/showInfo.asp?InfoId=791
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.osar.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/

