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Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx

Further information:

KOFF Roland Dittli

KOFF Jonathan Sisson

KOFF Websites

on Dealing with the Past

KOFF Websites

PBI-Nepal

KOFF Mission Abroad
In December, KOFF’s Roland Dittli conducted a mid-term review of the project
„Promoting Dialogue for Regional Reconciliation“ in Armenia and Azerbaijan, on
behalf of the Humanitarian Service of the Swiss Protestant Churches (HEKS)
which co-finances the project. The aim is to co-produce films that can help to
counter the negative prejudices and stereotypes that dominate the state media
and in this way to involve the widest possible public in a discussion of ways to
end the conflict and restore peace. The review was carried out as a joint learning
process, the result of which will help to plan a two-day strategy workshop,
which in turn will plan the next stage of the project.

In the context of the Dealing with the Past activities of Political Affairs Division IV
(PA IV, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs) KOFF’s Jonathan Sisson travelled at
the end of November to Sarajevo. There he helped local staff of the United
Nations Development Programme in Bosnia-Herzegovina to fine-tune the con-
cept for a Transitional Justice project, to be financed by PA IV. Following the
successful conclusion of the first stage of the project, which led to a first national
conference on the subject attended by State and non-State actors, the next sta-
ge will focus on the development of a national strategy in the area of Transitional
Justice. This would be implemented by the Justice Ministry and the Ministry for
Human Rights and Refugees in the context of the judicial reform process. 20.01.2009

First KOFF Roundtable on Nepal
KOFF’s first Roundtable on Nepal, held in December 2008, focused on the expe-
rience of Jitman Basnet, a Nepali journalist and attorney who is Secretary Gene-
ral of the Lawyer’s Forum for Human Rights. As a result of his human rights work
Jitman Basnet was threatened and subjected to maltreatment by both the Army
and the Maoists during the armed conflict and under the authoritarian regime of
the King (2003 – 2006). Jitman Basnet told of his experiences as a prisoner of
the army, when he was tortured before escaping and going into exile. He was
only able to return to Nepal in the period of transition which followed the ‚Jana
Andolan’ popular rising of April 2006, and abolition of the monarchy. Since then
he has been pressing for the prosecution of those responsible for human rights
violations and for reparation to the victims. His present course of action is not
without danger, which is why Jitman Basnet is often escorted in his native land
by Peace Brigades International (PBI). PBI also made his trip to Switzerland pos-
sible.

The Roundtable included a lively discussion in which Jitman Basnet was joined
by representatives of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), various
NGOs, universities and the Nepali diaspora. 05.01.2009

mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
mailto:roland.dittli@swisspeace.ch
mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/de/friedensfoerderung/koff/themen/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/de/friedensfoerderung/koff/themen/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/index.html
http://www.pbi-nepal.org/140.html
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KOFF Websites

on Israel/Palestine

Al Mezan Center for

Human Rights

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller
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KOFF: Peacebuilding

and International

Cooperation

CDA

CDA: Reflecting on

Peace Practice (RPP)

SIDA

SIDA: Civil Society

Center

Human Rights Prize Winner from Gaza Visiting KOFF
In mid-December, shortly before the outbreak of war in the Gaza Strip, KOFF
organized an information exchange on the human rights situation there. Issam
Younis, Director of the Gaza human rights organization Al Mezan, who was awar-
ded the 2008 Human Rights Award of the City of Weimar last December, was
invited to Switzerland by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
(SDC) to participate in the exchange. Al Mezan sees its role in impartially denun-
ciating human rights violations committed by all sides, and in providing support
for the victims.

During his visit to Bern, Issam Younis described the difficult humanitarian situa-
tion that already existed prior to the latest outbreak of war, a result of the nearly
total blockade by Israel. Thus for example only six truckloads on average were
allowed through each day in November 2008, and both electricity and potable
water were lacking. This meant that the daily routine of Palestinians was an
endless struggle for food, clean water and all the other necessities of life.

Issam Younis made it clear that in his view the denial of basic human rights, high
unemployment, hunger and humiliation will not help Israel to achieve greater
security or to isolate Hamas, and indeed is more likely to have the opposite
effect. 05.01.2009

Reflecting on Peace Practice (RPP)
In mid-December, KOFF participated in a two-day international consultation orga-
nized by CDA Collaborative Learning Projects in Cambridge, MA. This event was
a follow-up event to the first consultation in January 2008. Around 40 practitio-
ners and academics in the field of conflict transformation discussed the cumula-
tive impact on different peacebuilding activities and strategies in six selected
case studies. Looking at the cases of Aceh, Israel/Palestine, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan,
Guyana and Nepal, participants discussed challenging issues and common pat-
terns in peacebuilding activities. The following issues raised in the first consulta-
tion were used as emerging lenses for this discussion: synchronizing domains of
progress, linkages and convergences, special event and special people and insi-
ders-outsiders dynamics. The analysis of the different case studies provoked some
debate on the relationship of linkages to opportunities for spoilers, the relevance
of „emotional“ aspects of strategizing in peacebuilding, and the challenge to
identify systemic theories of change.

At the end of November, KOFF ran a gender and Do no Harm training and an
introductory training on RPP for SIDA. Participants were SIDA staff and its natio-
nal and international partner organizations in West and East Africa and
Southeast Asia. The training discussed how peacebuilding activities could be
strategically planned and implemented to contribute to sustainable and effective
processes and structures of social change. The chosen illustrative case study for
the two days was the conflict in Burundi and local peacebuilding initiatives. The

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/israelpalestine/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/israelpalestine/index.html
http://www.mezan.org/
http://www.mezan.org/
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/peacebuilding-and-international-cooperation/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/peacebuilding-and-international-cooperation/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/peacebuilding-and-international-cooperation/index.html
http://www.cdainc.com
http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/project_profile.php?pid=RPP&pname=Reflecting%20on%20Peace%20Practice
http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/project_profile.php?pid=RPP&pname=Reflecting%20on%20Peace%20Practice
http://www.sida.se/sida/jsp/sida.jsp?d=121&language=en_US
http://www.sida.se/sida/jsp/sida.jsp?d=594&language=en_US
http://www.sida.se/sida/jsp/sida.jsp?d=594&language=en_US
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KOFF Websites

on Israel/Palestine

FDFA press release

of  09.01.2009

SDC activities in Gaza

B’tselem Websites

on settlements

participants learned how to apply different tools of RPP, like a systemic conflict
analysis, theories of change and criteria of effectiveness. The selection of partici-
pants from South and North agencies and the very interactive way of training
contributed to a rich learning experience for all participants. 21.01.2009

A Repeat of the KOFF Course in „Dialogue Facilitation“
A two-day KOFF training course in the „Practice and Methodology of Dialogue
Facilitation“, first offered in November 2008, was held a second time in January
in an effort to satisfy demand. The 20 participants from Swiss and international
NGOs were guided by the trainers Günther Baechler, Special Peacebuilding Advi-
sor to the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) in Darfur, and Norbert
Ropers, Director of the Berghof Foundation for Peace Support. The participants
learned about various techniques for encouraging dialogue between the parties
to a conflict. 08.01.2009

Roundtable on the Role of Settlers in Israeli Politics
In January a KOFF Roundtable on Israel/Palestine was dedicated to the role of
settlers in Israeli society and politics, and the question of how to deal with this
influential minority from a peacebuilding perspective. 25 representatives of Swiss
governmental and non governmental organizations participated in the event.

The meeting started with an expert’s presentation pointing out that the settlers
are the second most important political movement in Israel’s history after the
Labor Party. The speaker contradicted the prevailing perception of two separate
realities, a perception „most convenient for all sides“ that distinguishes between
a „normal, democratic Israel“ within the Green Line and a settler’s world bey-
ond the ’67 borders as an aberration of Israeli history. It was said that, on the
contrary, the settlers should be considered an integral part of Israeli society which
had the support of every Israeli government from the beginning up to the present
day. In this sense they had indeed been a major obstacle to the peace process,
but by no means the only one. The subsequent discussion touched on various
initiatives which aim at engaging representatives of the settler’s movement in a
process of political rapprochement. These include one initiative promoted by a
number of Knesset members attempting to compensate those who agree to
evacuate the settlements.

In the second part of the Roundtable the representatives of governmental and
non governmental organizations exchanged information on their activities du-
ring the war in Gaza and since the ceasefire. The Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs (FDFA) increased the funds available for humanitarian aid, dispatched an
emergency humanitarian mission and lobbied at the diplomatic level for humani-
tarian access to the wounded. The FDFA also called for an impartial inquiry into

Since the Roundtable was

conducted under the

„Chatham House Rule“

there are no references to

specific organizations or

speakers in this article.

mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/israelpalestine/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/israelpalestine/index.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/recent/media/single.html?id=24786
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/recent/media/single.html?id=24786
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Laender/Naher_Mittlerer_Osten/Gaza_Westbank
http://www.btselem.org/English/Settlements/
http://www.btselem.org/English/Settlements/
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 74  5

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

Initial members of KOFF

Experts Working Group:

Interpeace, Geneva Call,

Quakers, DCAF, Centre for

Humanitarian Dialogue

(HD), FDFA / PA IV, Cimera,

Geneva Peacebuilding

Platform

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann
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 MSP / swisspeace

 Center for Security

 Studies

 United Nations

 Department of Political

 Affairs

 Department of Foreign

 Affairs of the Republic

 of Ireland

 Crisis Management

 Initiative

the way International Humanitarian Law was respected in the war zone. Various
NGOs informed about distressed reports from partner organizations in Gaza and
their efforts to provide these organizations with humanitarian goods, medical
and psychosocial assistance as well as forensic expertise. Some NGOs have
engaged in lobbying and Public Relations activities calling for a differentiated
analysis and avoiding generalizations. 20.01.2009

Launch and 1st Meeting of KOFF Experts Working Group
At the end of January, KOFF took up the initiative and brought together peace-
building organizations to launch an Experts Working Group on Peacebuilding. The
aim is to build a „community of practice“ among the KOFF member organiza-
tions and its partner organizations. The focus should be on current methodologi-
cal and operational challenges of peacebuilding on the one hand and practice-
oriented and self-critical learning among the different organizations on the other
hand. At the 1st meeting in Geneva, participants discussed the basic working
principles and possible themes and topics for the next sessions like questions of
impact assessment, conflict analysis and strategy-building, role of non-state vio-
lent actors, local ownership of peace processes, relationship between insiders
and outsiders, gender in peacebuilding and mediation. The idea is to meet up
regularly, at least three times a year. The meetings will take place in Geneva as
most of the peacebuilding organizations are based there. 26.01.2009

Input for United Nations Report on Mediation
On 28 January 2009, the Mediation Support Project (MSP) of swisspeace and the
Center for Security Studies at the ETH Zurich facilitated a workshop in Brussels
on the potential and limitations of NGO mediators. The workshop was organized
by MSP in support of a request from the Mediation Support Unit (MSU) of the
United Nations Department of Political Affairs (DPA). The event was organized
with the support of the Department of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Ireland
and in cooperation with the Crisis Management Initiative (CMI).

The purpose of the workshop was to provide substantive input for a report of the
Secretary-General on mediation to the Security Council. Indeed, the Security Coun-
cil held a high-level meeting on the role of mediation and the settlement of
disputes. The report on mediation is expected to be considered by the Security
Council in March 2009 and is expected to guide future mediation activities for
the United Nations. It comprises different sub-chapters that assess the diverse
contributions of different mediation actors, i.e. the United Nations, its Member
States, Regional Organizations as well as NGOs.

mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.interpeace.org
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.quaker.org
http://www.dcaf.ch 
http://www.hdcentre.org
http://www.hdcentre.org
http://www.hdcentre.org
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.gpplatform.ch
http://www.gpplatform.ch
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/mediation
http://www.css.ethz.ch/
http://www.css.ethz.ch/
http://www.un.org/depts/dpa/
http://www.un.org/depts/dpa/
http://www.un.org/depts/dpa/
http://www.dfa.ie
http://www.dfa.ie
http://www.dfa.ie
http://www.cmi.fi/
http://www.cmi.fi/
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Further information:

MSP Matthias Siegfried

Statement by the

President of the

UN Security Council

Institute for Peace

Education

Assessment of the

Wilderness Trail

and Therapy Project

Oasis for peace

INTERACT:

Youth theatre group

SAGENET:

Youth exchange

Outwardbound:

Adventure and conflict/

peace building

Peace it Together:

filmmaking for

young people

Focus

The workshop in Brussels brought together 25 participants from various media-
tion NGOs from all over the world. The discussions were stimulating and brought
to the fore the multi-faceted contributions that NGO mediators make in peace
processes. Thus, NGO mediators have a role to play in high-level negotiations as
well as on a grassroots level by building peace constituencies within conflict
societies. The discussions in Brussels form the basis of a report which MSP will
submit to MSU. 29.01.2009

Working with ‘Youth’ in Conflict Situations
What do we understand by ‘learning’ and ‘youth’ in the context of war-
torn or post-conflict societies? How do these definitions impact on edu-
cational approaches and on our work with young people? Drawing
lessons from the work with militarized and criminalized youth, the
author of this article explains why innovative and holistic approaches
are necessary to un-learn violent defense mechanisms and re-learn al-
ternative psychological and behavioral strategies as substitutes.  A peer
approach seems to be especially promising in this regard.

In conflict-prone societies, ‘youth‘ cannot be defined in terms of rigid age catego-
ries. Eight-year old child soldiers are in some ways adults. At the same time
thirty-five year old combatants who have sacrificed their youth and school edu-
cation for their cause may become a ‘lost generation’ if they are denied access
to learning and employment opportunities that are available to younger people.
And finally in the same society there could well be a significant number of youth
of the political and economic elite or middle class whose experience of the war
has been extremely limited.

Defining ‘Youth‘ in Post Conflict Situations

It is often said in this light that the definition of ‘youth‘ needs to be based on a
specific context and the related experiences. This process can be very painful
however for those stigmatized as ‘militarized’ or ‘criminalized youth’ – especial-
ly if older comrades are accepted as ‘freedom fighters’ or ‘war veterans’ and
receive a regular pension for their involvement.

Education and Learning in a Reintegration Context

The same care needs to be taken with the terms ‘learning’ and ‘education‘,
particularly in volatile post-conflict situations, when the context has little in com-
mon with classrooms and school curricula. Even when a formal education pro-
cess has been interrupted, informal learning and socialization inevitably conti-
nue. In a war context youth learn behavioral and psychological values and patterns
that are important for survival, but which cease to be relevant in the post-con-
flict situation of a transitional society striving for democracy. Mindsets and de-
fense mechanisms have been shaped by a culture of extreme violence. They

mailto:matthias.siegfried@swisspeace.ch
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N08/517/16/PDF/N0851716.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N08/517/16/PDF/N0851716.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N08/517/16/PDF/N0851716.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.friedenspaedagogik.de
http://www.friedenspaedagogik.de
http://www.csvr.org.za/wits/papers/papschel.htm
http://www.csvr.org.za/wits/papers/papschel.htm
http://www.csvr.org.za/wits/papers/papschel.htm
http://nswas.org/
http://www.flict.org/files/interact_story.pdf
http://www.sage-net.org/
http://www.sage-net.org/
http://www.outwardboundpeace.org/
http://www.outwardboundpeace.org/
http://www.outwardboundpeace.org/
http://www.creativepeacenetwork.ca
http://www.creativepeacenetwork.ca
http://www.creativepeacenetwork.ca
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must re-learn forgotten patterns to adjust to the new context and integrate. Un-
learning defensive mechanisms based on violence is not enough however. Expe-
rience has shown that it can be helpful to take these „youth“ out of their usual
environment, to a safe place in which they may develop and test new psycholo-
gical and behavioral strategies as satisfying and viable substitutes.

A South African Case Study
An example is the South African ‘Wilderness Trail and Therapy Project’, which
was set up as a new way of dealing with trauma in the case of militarized youth.
Most of the participants had been unwilling to accept formal counseling, seeing
therapy as something suitable only for ‘mad people’. A challenging seven-day
Trail in the Mountains brought together former enemies. This approach is based
on the understanding that achievement in overcoming physical obstacles can
help the process of overcoming mental obstacles. The ultimate aim is to give
participants the feeling of personal empowerment and a sense that others can be
trusted - by facilitating new relationships with others, with the environment, and
ultimately with oneself. It is assumed that growing mutual trust allows partici-
pants to gradually reframe conflictive relationships and to share past experiences.
A post-trail program helped to consolidate the new strategies for coping by tes-
ting their usefulness in a daily context.

Specific or Integrated Approach?

Approaches like the Wilderness Trail Project tailored to the specific needs and
context are recommended when dealing with militarized and criminalized youth,
i.e. groups that are particularly resistant to conventional healing and learning
approaches. It is often almost impossible to integrate these persons into larger
community youth groups. It would be erroneous however to conclude that this
approach is the only one, or the best one. In many projects in Mozambique for
example child soldiers have not been isolated from their peers. Instead an effort
has been made to create an environment that facilitates the adaptation of all
youth to the new situation. Tailor-made approaches can also lead to jealousy,
with the society questioning the focus on ‘culprits’ and ‘violent voices’ while the
community as a whole is deprived of the support it needs to overcome past
experiences and present grievances.

Working with Peers

In any case a peer group approach seems to offer a number of advantages for
young people of all kinds. Persons of the same age, class origin and gender can
play a positive role in promoting values and dismantling prejudices in a given
group without losing credibility. A young ex-commander who has been drawn
into criminal activities and suffered addiction following a conflict will usually be
better suited to dealing with other ex-combatants than would an adult, and espe-
cially an outsider. Such a person will offer the most convincing proof to the com-
munity that change is possible. Being able to share one’s first-hand experience of
a situation with others is a very powerful stimulus for young people. The success
of the learning concept is enhanced when the ownership of a project is extended
to a larger group of peers and the broader community, further promoting integra-
tion.
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Further information:

GTZ

Stephanie Schell-Faucon

cfd: Gender and

Peacebuilding

„Women and Men in

Conflict“ Meeting

News from Swiss NGOs

Innovative and integrated approaches to (re)learning not only attract youth but
also make a real difference to their lives, as studies based on experiences in
South Africa and many other countries have shown. Such programs must be
understood as a permanent learning process, with constant efforts to re-assess
the understanding of the youth involved, their needs and their desire to learn.

19.01.2009

The Influence of Violent Conflicts on Gender Relations
Do wars create new roles for women? Can conflicts help to achieve lasting
change at the level of gender inequality? These are some of the questions discus-
sed by project leaders, peace researchers and psychosocial experts at a meeting
on the subject of „Women and Men in Conflicts“ organized last November by
the feminist peace organization cfd. The answer of cfd project partners was
clear: armed conflicts lead only to temporary, superficial changes in gender roles.
Wars and conflicts force women to take on new tasks and ever greater respon-
sibilities. But rather than leading to a greater sharing of power and influence, the
changes merely add to women’s burdens. The participants did not share the
view of certain feminist peacebuilding activists, who believe that wars create a
potential for positive change due to the new demands made on each sex. In the
view of Samar Hawash, who heads the Palestinian Working Woman Society for
Development (PWWSD) in Nablus, the fact that men’s roles have been reduced
to that of protector and/or freedom fighter has impacted much more forcefully on
the role of women than is generally acknowledged. In such a conflict as that of
Palestine the men can only fail in their efforts to protect and feed their families,
as well as in efforts to combat and resist the occupying power. This has tremend-
ous consequences, for indeed „the brunt of the frustration caused by this multip-
le failure has to be borne by the women“. The steady increase in domestic
violence in the occupied areas bears witness to this fact.

The experts are unanimous: both sexes suffer the consequences of this violence
and both are in need of psychosocial assistance to help them overcome trau-
matic experiences. Psychosocial intervention must therefore look beyond the
individual - to the family and to the state of the society as a whole in the context
of general measures for economic and social empowerment. 14.01.2009

Further information:

cfd Ursula Keller
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IFF

IFF-Workshop

in Khartoum

Workshop on Local Government in Sudan
In an effort to contribute to the improvement and understanding of federalism in
Sudan, the Institute of Federalism (IFF) and its local partner, the Federalism Re-
search and Consulting Centre (FRCC) organized a workshop in Khartoum to discuss
three recommendations which resulted from an earlier workshop. The IFF was
represented by its two directors. Sudanese participants included the State Minis-
ters of Local Government and academics from both north and south, all with

mailto:stephanie.schell-faucon@gtz.de
http://www.cfd-ch.org/e/peace/index_gender.php
http://www.cfd-ch.org/e/peace/index_gender.php
http://www.cfd-ch.org/e/campaigns/conference_gender_conflicts.php
http://www.cfd-ch.org/e/campaigns/conference_gender_conflicts.php
mailto:ursula.keller@cfd-ch.org
http://www.federalism.ch
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=844&lang=1
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=844&lang=1
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should be able to elect local executives (currently the local executive is appoin-
ted by the State Governor). Secondly, elections for the local legislative should be
conducted immediately (due since 2007). And at last, the states should establish
a Council to assure an equal distribution of resources among localities.

The discussions during the workshop revealed a lack of consensus on the re-
commendations and little likelihood of a general implementing strategy. It was
not clear whether or not there is sufficient will to make a real commitment to
federalism and decentralization in Sudan. The recommendation that the local
executives should be elected met with the greatest resistance, indicating that
the participants questioned the very principles of local autonomy and local de-
mocracy. Participants also made it clear that organizational problems caused by
the lack of finances and of human resources make change more complicated.
The workshop took place in the context of a highly challenging period in Sudan,
with noticeable pressure on the central state to decentralize. The openness and
intensity of the debate among the participants can be seen as an expression of
democracy and a step in the right direction. The cooperation between the IFF and
the FRCC on the issue will continue but with a focus on a specific region.

12.01.2009

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

IFF Vanessa Rüegger

News from Swiss Government Agencies

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FDFA / PA IV

Political Affairs Division IV „Human Security“:
Priorities for 2009
Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) „Human Security“ (Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs (FDFA)) has defined its priorities for 2009 in the areas of peace-
building, strengthening human rights and International Humanitarian Law.

In the area of peace policy the emphasis will continue to be on Southeast Euro-
pe, the Middle East and the Great Lakes Region of Africa, as well as Colombia,
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Sudan. A Regional Program for West and Central Africa will
be launched. PA IV will above all concern itself with its core strengths in media-
tion, Dealing with the Past and religion/conflict/politics. A new aspect of its work
will be that of support for elections.

In the fall of 2008 PA IV created a new „Multilateral peace policy“ section. The
reduction of armed violence and the problem of small arms will be among the
main concerns for 2009, notably in the context of the Swiss diplomatic initiative
known as the Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development. Swit-
zerland will also preside over the the 9th Conference of States Parties to the
Ottawa Convention. In the area of human rights policy the emphasis will be on
creating awareness of the Agenda for Human Rights which Switzerland laun-
ched at the end of 2008 and its implementation. Additional challenges include
the Durban Review Conference against Racism taking place in April in Geneva;

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

mailto:vanessa.rueegger@unifr.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
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Agenda for

Human Rights

„Agenda for Human Rights“ -
an Initiative of Switzerland
On 5 December, on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the International
Declaration of Human Rights, the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
(FDFA) unveiled its „Agenda for Human Rights“ in Geneva. The aim of the Agen-
da is to identify new ways to improve the protection of human rights in the 21st

century. It was drafted, without political considerations and in a spirit of intellec-
tual freedom, by a Panel of Eminent Persons from different parts of the world
under the joint chair of Mary Robinson and Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro. The core text
entitled „Protecting Dignity: An Agenda for Human Rights“ is further developed
in an accompanying „Progress Report“. The Panel has identified eight fields in
which additional research is to be carried out by selected universities and re-
search institutes from virtually all continents: an international court of human
rights, human dignity, prevention, detention, migration, statelessness, climate
change, human rights and the right to health.

The Agenda should be seen as a dynamic process: the way it develops and the
outcome are open. In the near future further development of the Agenda is to be
ensured by extending its membership. This will mean involving additional States
from all continents in an on-going process. General promotion, state-funded re-
search projects and implementation of the resulting ideas will ensure the widest
possible area of application. The involvement of the international community,
and in particular of the human rights institutions of the United Nations, is ex-
pected to drive the Agenda forward. The Agenda was presented to the UN com-
munity in New York on 15 January 2009 by Mary Robinson and its Swiss project
leaders. 15.01.2009

human rights dialogue with Vietnam, China and Cuba; and political consultations
on human rights with Russia. Finally 2009 is the year in which it will be decided
whether or not a dialogue can be initiated in Central Asia, and if so with which
country.

In the area of humanitarian policy the focus will be on the implementation of the
FDFA strategy for the „Protection of civilians in armed conflicts“ (2009-2012)
and making progress with migration partnerships, notably with the States of the
West Balkans and possibly also with Nigeria. The Swiss Expert Pool for Civilian
Peacebuilding (SEP) hopes to provide qualified experts to further strengthen
Switzerland’s commitment to the civil peace missions of multilateral organiza-
tions in 2009. 20.01.2009

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

PA IV Peter Aeberhard

Further information:

FDFA Rudolf Knoblauch

http://www.udhr60.ch
http://www.udhr60.ch
mailto:peter.aeberhard@eda.admin.ch
mailto:rudolf.knoblauch@eda.admin.ch
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Program of the

Regional Forum

on the Prevention

of Genocide

Further information:

FDFA Mô Bleeker

Regional Forum on the Prevention of Genocide
The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and its counterpart in Argentina
organized in December a Regional Forum on the Prevention of Genocide. The
Forum, which had the support of the local United Nations office in Buenos Aires,
was to be the first in a series of similar events due to take place in Latin Ameri-
ca, Africa and Asia. The main objectives included creating greater awareness
among governments in each region concerning current and future efforts to pre-
vent systematic atrocities, and at the same time to develop a regional network
to coordinate efforts at the international level, notably in the framework of the
United Nations.

Participants in the Forum, which consisted of a Roundtable and plenary discus-
sions, included eminent experts in the area of genocide prevention. A seminar
was also held and this was open to the general public.

The discussions focused on five specific topics: the current challenges to genoci-
de prevention as a general topic; regional experiences and challenges; the ex-
periences in Asia, Africa and Europe and visions for the future; the role and
responsibilities of state and international actors in genocide prevention; and the
role and responsibilities of non-state actors in genocide prevention. Regional
experiences with dictators and transitions towards democracy are important
sources of knowledge about ‚good practices’ for application in other internatio-
nal contexts. The participants underlined the importance of efforts to combat
impunity, the prosecution of perpetrators and the preventive nature of a functio-
nal criminal justice system. It was also pointed out that punishment should be
accompanied by other measures such as the Joinet Principles – the right to
know, the right to justice, the right to reparation and the guarantee of non-
recurrence. Only in this way can a culture of accountability, good governance
and a solid democratic process ensure „Never again!“. 19.01.2009
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UN High Level Dialogue

on International Migra-

tion and Development

Global Forum on

Migration and

Development

International Dialogue on Migration Grows in Significance
Lack of development and future prospects are among the most important re-
asons for the migration of people today. Since migrants are also potential agents
of economic and social development, both in destination and source countries,
there has been a tendency in recent years to pay greater attention to the nexus
„migration and development“. Moreover, global migration is no longer regarded
primarily from a national, defensive perspective. Today, the focus is more on the
positive aspects of global migration and the inherent potential of „migration and
development“ – remittances as a development factor for example. International
dialogue on migration enables all concerned to learn more about the subject and
eventually to launch concrete projects and form partnerships.

The United Nations High Level Dialogue on International Migration and Develop-
ment (UN-HLD) of 2006 was the first to deal specifically with this interrelation-
ship. The insistence of the Swiss delegation at the United Nations General As-
sembly session last fall helped to ensure that the subject of migration and deve-

http://www.un.int/argentina/Programme-foroGenocidio.pdf
http://www.un.int/argentina/Programme-foroGenocidio.pdf
http://www.un.int/argentina/Programme-foroGenocidio.pdf
mailto:mo.bleeker@eda.admin.ch
http://www.un.org/migration/
http://www.un.org/migration/
http://www.un.org/migration/
http://www.gfmd-fmmd.org/
http://www.gfmd-fmmd.org/
http://www.gfmd-fmmd.org/
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lopment was added to the UN agenda. Switzerland’s proposal for an informal
dialogue in 2011 to be followed in 2013 by a High Level Dialogue was adopted
by consensus.

An additional platform is the Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD),
which met for the second time in October 2008 in Manila. The GFMD tries to
promote exchanges and cooperation between States and other partners. Swit-
zerland has been a member of the Steering Committee since the end of 2007.
Switzerland chaired a Roundtable on „Policy and institutional coherence within
government“ in Manila.

In this context, the Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department
of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) is committed to the following: ensuring that the process
continues, greater inclusion of civil society, and more effective implementation
of the recommendations made at conferences. 20.01.2009

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

PA IV Pietro Mona

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

GTZ

FriEnt
„Walking the Line. Strategic Approaches to Peacebuilding in Lebanon“ is a
new study by FriEnt that analyses the conflict in Lebanon and identifies strate-
gic entry points. Four fields of activity for development and peacebuilding or-
ganizations are highlighted: Education and Dialogue, Transitional Justice, Ju-
stice and Rule of Law, Violence Prevention and Security.

EPLO
The latest Conflict Prevention Newsletter of the European Peacebuilding Liai-
son Office (EPLO) includes a series of case studies on subjects ranging from
colonialism to natural resources and development cooperation     in va-
rious countries and regions. The studies were commissioned in the context of
the European Commission’s „Initiative for Peacebuilding“.

Academy for Conflict Transformation
The Academy for Conflict Transformation presents a new variety of online
learning units. Interested persons can familiarize themselves with such basic
aspects of conflict transformation as Do no Harm or the conflict transformation
model of Diana Francis. These „teach yourself“ courses are available in Eng-
lish as well as German. Access is free of charge.

International Alert
International Alert offers a new training series for 2009.

Conciliation Resources
CR held roundtables in Banda Aceh, Jakarta and Singapore to launch the
latest Accord publication on the Indonesia-Aceh peace process. Discussions
focused on tensions between development aid and support for peace proces-
ses, and democratization as a way of involving marginalized groups.

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

News from the

9 international KOFF

partner organizations.

Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

International Partner Organizations

mailto:pietro.mona@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.frient.de/materialien/detaildoc.asp?id=932
http://www.initiativeforpeacebuilding.eu/pdf/Portugal_and_Peacebuilding_Colonial_Memories_and_Contemporary_Crossroads.pdf
http://www.initiativeforpeacebuilding.eu/pdf/Conflict_Economy_International_Cooperation_and_Non_Renewable_Natural_Resources.pdf
http://www.initiativeforpeacebuilding.eu/pdf/Polish_Official_development_assistance_and_peacebuilding.pdf
http://www.initiativeforpeacebuilding.eu/
http://www.forumzfd-akademie.de/de/slc_view_de
http://www.forumzfd-akademie.de/de/slc_view_de
http://www.international-alert.org/training/course_list.php?l=entry
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/aceh/accord-launch.php||
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
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The Institute for Integrative Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding (IICP)
Switzerland is offering an introductory course on „Dialogue“ (April/Septem-
ber) to be followed by 12 days of training     in     „Dialogue process facilitation“
(from September).

Peace Brigades International Switzerland is offering training in preparation for
field missions in Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico, Indonesia and Nepal, 20-22
March. There are still a few places left.

In the context of the Helvetas „Water for all!“ travelling exhibition, the Ethno-
graphic Museum of the University of Zurich will host a panel discussion on the
subject of „Conflicts over water“ at 19.30 on 5 February.

Caux - Initiatives of Change is offering an applied study course in peacebuil-
ding entitled „Transforming conflict: From personal to global change“, 10 July
to 9 August. Registration deadline: 1 March.

In a talk entitled „Checkpoint Huwara“ journalist and author Karin Wenger
reports on time spent in the Middle East and meetings with the people of
West Jordan and the Gaza Strip, including both victims and perpetrators. The
talk takes place at 19.30 on 5 February at the RomeroHaus in Lucerne.

Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.
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„ABC of International

Humanitarian Law“

„ABC of Diplomacy“

„ABC of Human Rights“

Orders

Publications

ABCs of Diplomacy, Human Rights
and International Humanitarian Law
The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) attempts to explain three impor-
tant aspects of Switzerland’s foreign policy - diplomacy, human rights and Inter-
national Humanitarian Law - in three A5 format, compact and easy to read bro-
chures. Each contains an introduction to the history of its subject, its development,
„open questions“, and a glossary of key words. The Annex of the „ABC of
Human Rights“ also contains the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948.
The brochures can be obtained in English, as well as French, Italian and German.
Sets are available for school use. 07.01.2009

http://www.iicp.ch/files/IICP_Dialog-Prozessbegleitung.pdf
http://www.iicp.ch/files/IICP_Dialog-Prozessbegleitung.pdf
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/de/aktuell/events/training-schweiz/
http://www.helvetas.ch/wDeutsch/veranstaltungskalender/2008_12_05_Wasser_fuer_alle_zuerich.asp
http://www.iofc.org/caux-scholars-program
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/doc/publi/publi2.Par.0015.File.tmp/HVR_ENG.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/doc/publi/publi2.Par.0015.File.tmp/HVR_ENG.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/doc/publi/publi2.Par.0002.File.tmp/ABC_Diplo_ENG_Web.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/doc/publi/publi2.Par.0010.File.tmp/Menschenrechte_E.pdf
mailto:publikationen@eda.admin.ch
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Grasse, R., B. Gruber,

G. Gubel (Hsg.)

Friedenspädagogik.

Grundlagen, Praxisansätze,

Perspektiven. Rowohlt

Taschenbuchverlag. 2008.

313 S.

To order from

Rowohlt Verlag

Peace Education: Principles, Practice and Outlook
A new anthology on peace education „Friedenspädagogik. Grundlagen, Praxis-
ansätze, Perspektiven“ combines theoretical concepts and methods with first-
hand experience and „lessons learned“ from real projects. It explains the frame-
work conditions required for the creation of a „peace culture“, studies the
dynamics of social conflicts as well as the individual and collective components
of peace education activities, and the basic objectives. The authors discuss the
instruments available, including teaching materials, youth movements or (e-)lear-
ning platforms for peace policy questions based on the peace education con-
cepts discussed in the anthology, such as Dealing with the Past. Other topics
include strategies for avoiding and combating stereotyped constructs of „the
enemy“; and the role of the media in relation to young people’s potential for
violence, which it illustrates with projects both in and outside schools. In the final
chapter on the „Outlook“ the book looks at the specific lessons learned and the
challenges facing peace education in regions of conflict and crisis, as well as the
interplay between peace education and development cooperation, indicating
possible developments in this area.

The anthology is careful to avoid utopian ideas, preferring instead a pragmatic
approach, and it tries to promote a (self-)critical view of peace education as a
whole. While it is above all intended for students and professionals in the area of
peace education in the widest sense, this anthology is nonetheless thoroughly
accessible to the layman. 16.01.2009
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UNOY

Web Tip
United Network for Young Peacebuilders
The United Network for Young Peacebuilders (UNOY) is a global network for
peace initiatives by young people. Its aim is to improve the effectiveness of the
peacebuilding organizations concerned. Founded in 1989 in the Hague, UNOY
brings together 34 youth peace organizations on four continents and is organized
along democratic lines.

UNOY activities focus on the establishment of contacts between like-minded,
training and capacity building, as well as on advocacy and campaigning. UNOY
also provides support for research activities and publishes the results together
with project reports, an example being the „Reflective Guide for Youth Action for
a Culture of Peace“. The Website includes a monthly Newsletter and information
on the current activities of youth organizations worldwide. 26.01.2009

http://www.rowohlt.de/buch/Friedenspaedagogik.20012009.2424895.htm
http://www.unoy.org/
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