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KOFF websites

PA IV

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

Romani Criss

Medienhilfe

EU and Roma

Contract Renewal and Medium-Term Strategy
for 2009–2011
The Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Af-
fairs renewed KOFF’s contract at the end of 2008, and granted the necessary
framework credit for the 2009–2011 period. KOFF is financed mainly through
PA IV, with additional revenue from the contributions of the 47 NGO member
organizations as well as from fees for consulting and other services.

The renewal comes with the agreement on a performance contract in accor-
dance with the medium-term strategy for the 2009–2011 period. KOFF’s duties
will include helping both state and non-state members to expand their civil pea-
cebuilding and networking capacities, and efforts to develop synergies. A survey
of member organizations last year showed that KOFF’s activities and organs for
the most part correspond to the requirements and interests of the members. The
existing range of consulting, information and training services, together with
platform events, will therefore be further developed.

This year there will be regular Roundtables on Guatemala, Israel/Palestine,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Sudan, South-Eastern Europe and now also the African Great
Lakes Region, plus occasional Roundtables on Afghanistan and Iraq. KOFF’s ex-
pertise in such areas as dealing with the past, gender & peacebuilding and the
fundamentals of conflict sensitivity & peacebuilding will be developed further. In
2009 a special effort will be made to focus on ensuring the intended outcomes
and monitoring the effectiveness of peacebuilding efforts. Also planned is a se-
ries of training sessions on various aspects of peacebuilding. Details will be
provided in the KOFF Newsletter of 1 April. 18.02.2009

KOFF South-Eastern Europe Roundtable on Social
Integration and Cultural Identity of Roma
The KOFF Roundtable on South-Eastern Europe     (SEE) was addressed by Magda
Matache of the Romanian non governmental organization Romani Criss, and by
Nena Skopljanac of the Swiss NGO Medienhilfe, focusing on the role of educati-
on and the media in the social inclusion of Roma in the SEE region in general and
in Romania in particular. In the latter country the relationship between Roma
society and the general population reflects conflicts of great complexity. After
centuries of repression, cohabitation between the various groups that make up
the Roma people and Romania’s mainstream society is a problem, and mistrust
is great on all sides.

According to Matache, the Roma are subject to discrimination in the educational
system as well as in everyday life. They are also fairly often victims of police
violence. She hopes legal and social measures will make it possible to improve
the situation in the years ahead. This hope is mainly founded on the initiatives of

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/index.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.romanicriss.org/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/fundamental_rights/roma/rabout_en.htm
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Further information:

KOFF Christian Gebhart

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

PA IV websites

on „Gender“

KOFF websites „Gen-

der&Peacebuilding“

IFZG

KOFF Gender and Peacebuilding Activities

the European Union, which increasingly addresses the Roma problem. That said
however, few resources are available for concrete NGO projects to assist social
integration.

In Skopljanac’s view there is need for a rethink by all concerned. Prejudices must
be eliminated, traditions reflected on, and the Roma cultural identity strengthe-
ned so that the self confidence of individuals can be restored. Here is where the
media have an important role to play, beginning with the electronic mass media,
TV and radio, which tend to have a strong emotional influence on their au-
diences. In this regard, Skopljanac mentioned the film „O Krisinitori“ („The
Judge“), which tells the story of the Holocaust in Romania from the viewpoint of
a Roma victim. This highly successful film has now been adopted as a teaching
aid in a number of schools. 16.02.2009

At the end of January, representatives of the Swiss Federal Department of Fo-
reign Affairs (FDFA) and of several NGOs attended with great interest the special
session on the Swiss National Action Plan (NAP) in response to UN Security
Council Resolution 1325 „Women, Peace and Security“. This session was the
first occasion to critically assess and review the implementation of the Swiss
NAP.

In the first part of the session, Tamara Mona-Münger, the gender focal point of
Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the FDFA, presented the evaluation report of
the inter-departmental working group on the Resolution and implementation of
the NAP. The representatives of the NGOs stressed and welcomed the richness
and the detailed format of the evaluation.

In the second part, the participants discussed the possibility of how to take the
implementation of the NAP and Resolution 1325 even further: The debate focus-
sed on the possibility of joint, self-critical project analysis among NGOs and the
FDFA in a yet to be chosen country where both are active and that is yet to be
determined.

KOFF‘s Cordula Reimann was the first to speak in a public lecture series at the
Interdisciplinary Centre for Gender Studies, University of Berne (ICFG) on „Gen-
der in conflict. On the social and political consequences of war-like conflicts on
gender relations“, at the end of February. She talked about the history behind UN
Security Council Resolution 1325 as well as about the strengths and weaknes-
ses in its implementation at the international as well as the national levels. The
developments with regard to the implementation of this resolution and the chal-
lenges it has faced were of particular interest to the audience. 26.01.2009

mailto:christian.gebhart@swisspeace.ch
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch:80/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/congen.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch:80/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/congen.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.izfg.unibe.ch
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ocdp consult

GTZ in Colombia

Cercapaz

KOFF websites

on Dealing with the Past

/Joinet principles

KOFF websites on

conflict sensitivity

PA IV: Dealing with

the Past

Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann
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IICP

Contribution to Post-Graduate Course on
„Integrative Conflict Transformation“
KOFF participated in a post-graduate course on „Integrative conflict transforma-
tion“ developed by the Institute for Integrative Conflict Transformation and Pea-
cebuilding (IICP) and offered as an on-the-job training for the first time in Bern.
KOFF’s Cordula Reimann made a presentation entitled „From traditional deve-
lopment cooperation to peacebuilding in international cooperation“.

The course also addressed fundamental questions with regard to conflict sensi-
tivity, illustrated on the basis of a Do no Harm approach and with practical,
concrete experiences. 22.02.2009

KOFF en route
… to Colombia: mandated by GTZ, KOFF together with Organization Develop-
ment Culture & Politics (odcp consult) spent a week at the end of January wor-
king with a group of trainers in Bogotá. Marcel von Arx discussed and refined
training concepts in areas including context and conflict analysis, inclusion, im-
partiality and participation as well as networks and alliances. These conflict trans-
formation concepts will be put to the test in the next few months in the two
departments of Caldas and Norte de Santander as part of the Cercapaz project
financed by GTZ. This should enable the project to contribute to efforts to deve-
lop sustainable and inclusive peace in a complex environment with many con-
flict parties – ranging from guerrillas, security forces and paramilitary groups to
drug barons and mafia.

… and to Nepal: together with the Political Affairs Division IV, KOFF is supporting
Switzerland’s Dealing with the Past program in Nepal. A good two years after
the peace agreement of November 2006, and in the midst of the process of
drawing up a new constitution, the Program is working with the Special Adviser
for Peacebuilding in Nepal at both the national and local levels to seek options in
the following areas: truth-finding, criminal prosecutions and reparations for the
victims of the civil war (1996 – 2006) and of the King’s authoritarian regime
(2005 – 2006). Hereby the Joinet principles are being applied. The Program is
clear proof of the positive synergies between political peacebuilding and deve-
lopment cooperation, such as the work done on the ground by the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation. 28.02.2009

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/index.html
http://www.odcpconsult.com/index_en.php
http://www.gtz.de/de/aktuell/636.htm
http://www.cercapaz.org/index.shtml
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/de/friedensfoerderung/koff/themen/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/de/friedensfoerderung/koff/themen/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/depast.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/depast.html
mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.iicp.ch
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The Geneva Declaration
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Development 

(English – also available

in French)

Global Burden of Armed

Violence Report

(English – Executive

Summaries available

in French, German and

Spanish)

Geneva Declaration

Newsletter, Issue 4

(English – also available

in French and Spanish)

Good Practices

Magazine, May 2008

(English)

Good Practices

Magazine,

November 2008

(English)

Official Geneva

Declaration website

Comunidad Segura

Focus

Armed Violence and Development:
Civil Society Perspectives
From the perspective of grassroots, field-level action the linkages
between peace, the reduction of armed violence, and the processes of
development are obvious to many. However, at the international level
of policy and funding decisions, they are often invisible, or where visible
they are simply not a high priority. The Geneva Declaration on Armed
Violence and Development represents one attempt and a real opportu-
nity to redress this disjuncture. So far, however, it has been a largely
top-down process. Making it successful, and building a coherent agenda
around armed violence and development, will require a concerted ef-
fort from civil society.

Where development is hampered by high levels of armed violence, or where
inequality and destitution are a major factor in armed violence, it is often impos-
sible to work on one without considering the other. For example, in Northwestern
Pakistan, a local NGO called Community Appraisal and Motivation Program (CAMP)
uses development programs as its entry point for building peace. CAMP set up
youth groups, and through these run vocational training and job placements, as
well as peace education, for young people vulnerable to being drawn into vio-
lence. This kind of grassroots work, often carried out by small, local NGOs, can
be found all over the world, quietly linking violence reduction and socio-econo-
mic development.

The Geneva Declaration

Nevertheless, at the global political level where major policy and funding deci-
sions are made, development and violence reduction are often two rather sepa-
rate camps, both in terms of governmental departments, UN agencies, and NGOs.
Under the leadership of Switzerland and the UN Development Programme, a
group of governments, recognizing this fact, came together to produce the Gen-
eva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development. The Declaration sets out a
commitment to work holistically on these issues with the aim of achieving „measu-
rable reductions in the global burden of armed violence“ by 2015.

The Geneva Declaration embodies politically the concept of AVD (Armed Violence
and Development) – the idea that armed violence reduction and socio-economic
development are two complementary parts of one overall process and should
therefore be treated in an integrated manner. The Declaration, with the signatu-
res of 105 states so far, and a UN General Assembly resolution supporting it
passed by consensus in November 2008, represents a significant level of politi-
cal buy-in to this idea. From the perspective of civil society, this is an important
opportunity.

Creating a common logic

The opportunity of AVD thinking is that it forms a common language and logic, an
organizing principle that can unite presently diverse strands of work. In interna-

http://www.genevadeclaration.org/pdfs/Geneva_Declaration_Geneva_Declaration_AVD_as_of_25.07.08.pdf
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/pdfs/Geneva_Declaration_Geneva_Declaration_AVD_as_of_25.07.08.pdf
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/pdfs/Geneva_Declaration_Geneva_Declaration_AVD_as_of_25.07.08.pdf
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/pdfs/Global-Burden-of-Armed-Violence.pdf
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/pdfs/Global-Burden-of-Armed-Violence.pdf
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/pdfs/Global-Burden-of-Armed-Violence.pdf
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/pdfs/Geneva-Declaration-Newsletter-04-English.pdf
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/pdfs/Geneva-Declaration-Newsletter-04-English.pdf
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/pdfs/Geneva-Declaration-Newsletter-04-English.pdf
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/pdfs/Comunidad-Segura-Good-Praticesa-Magazine-1.pdf
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/pdfs/Comunidad-Segura-Good-Praticesa-Magazine-1.pdf
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/pdfs/Comunidad-Segura-Good-Praticesa-Magazine-1.pdf
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/pdfs/Comunidad-Segura-Good-Praticesa-Magazine-2.pdf
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/pdfs/Comunidad-Segura-Good-Praticesa-Magazine-2.pdf
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/pdfs/Comunidad-Segura-Good-Praticesa-Magazine-2.pdf
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/index.html
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/index.html
http://www.comunidadsegura.org/
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„Creating safer

communities: Lessons

from South Eastern

Europe“, Saferworld

„Development Held

Hostage: Assessing the

Effects of Small Arms on

Human Development“

United Nations Develop-

ment Programme, UNDP

Quaker United Nations

Office (QUNO)

tional campaigning, it provides a coherent way to bring development into dis-
armament debates, bringing the impact that small arms misuse has on real
development prospects to the center of arms control. As the success of the
cluster munitions campaign shows, broadening the debate from purely disarma-
ment concepts can be extremely productive.

Using AVD as an organizing principle has even greater utility and implications,
however, at the level of on-the-ground programming. In Kenya, for example, a
huge range of civil society initiatives are doing extremely varied work, alongside
government, donor and UN agency initiatives. Much of this work contributes in
one way or another to the promotion of development in conjunction with the
reduction of armed violence. To give a few brief examples, Oxfam support edu-
cation programs and schools in Kibera slum, site of some of the worst violence
a year ago, while the NGO network Coalition for Peace in Africa trains local
people in conflict transformation and recovery. NGO Saferworld work on com-
munity policing, and UN HABITAT work with the government to improve living
conditions in slum areas. Local NGO Nairobi Peace Initiative-Africa runs dialogues
between women’s groups across ethnic divides. There is a huge wealth of initi-
atives, and for many of these organizations the linkages between armed vio-
lence and development are an inherent part of their work.

What is lacking, however, is precisely the organizing logic which would allow all
these different organizations in Kenya – and worldwide – to understand their
work as part of some wider project. Using AVD in this manner would allow the
construction of a community of practice, helping the varied organizations invol-
ved to see the synergies between their work, and the gaps where fresh action is
called for. It would also, of course, promote this kind of integrated thinking at the
policy level, backing up the piecemeal efforts on the ground with political sup-
port, resources and strategic thinking.

Making the Geneva Declaration work

It is clear that if the Geneva Declaration is to progress beyond words and political
support, and if AVD is to fulfill any of the potential outlined above, there is much
to be done by civil society. Although the Declaration is an inter-governmental
initiative, the role of civil society has been emphasized from the start. As such,
civil society organizations have a point of contact to the Declaration’s Core Group
of states, through the Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO), and have been
involved in all of the major meetings organized under the Declaration – most
recently the Ministerial Review Summit in Geneva in September, and the Regio-
nal Meeting for Eastern and South Eastern Europe and the Caucasus in Sarajevo
in November. Clearly, one of the challenges to civil society is to find ways to
work with states on these issues, creating constructive partnerships while maintai-
ning their unique perspectives.

However, to date, the involvement of civil society has lacked overall strategic
engagement. This is changing now, and a small group of NGOs has met twice –
in October and January – to discuss taking this agenda to the next level. They
are moving forward with some concrete actions, in particular engaging with
states to work for a large number of substantial contributions to a Secretary

http://www.saferworld.org.uk/publications.php/236/creating_safer_communities_lessons_from_south_eastern_europe
http://www.saferworld.org.uk/publications.php/236/creating_safer_communities_lessons_from_south_eastern_europe
http://www.saferworld.org.uk/publications.php/236/creating_safer_communities_lessons_from_south_eastern_europe
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/OCHA-6BSDKN/$FILE/undp-gen-apr2002.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/OCHA-6BSDKN/$FILE/undp-gen-apr2002.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/OCHA-6BSDKN/$FILE/undp-gen-apr2002.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.quno.org/
http://www.quno.org/
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Fondation Hirondelle

Hope Flowers School

Further information:

Fondation Hirondelle

Marco Domeniconi

News from Swiss NGOs

General’s report, on Armed Violence and Development, mandated by the UN
General Assembly Resolution. The Geneva Declaration offers important opportu-
nities, and if civil society groups worldwide want to take advantage of these to
build an Armed Violence and Development constituency, they will need to find
ways to work as an international community of practice, in order to develop
shared ideas and approaches to AVD work and to their engagement with states.

16.02.2009

Any civil society group wanting to be involved in the process of working for
contributions to a Secretary General’s report on Armed Violence and Develop-
ment, or taking the AVD agenda forward more generally, can contact QUNO.

Fondation Hirondelle Visits the West Bank
A delegation from the Fondation Hirondelle (FH) travelled to Bethlehem, Hebron
and Ramallah in the West Bank at the request of the Palestinian non governmen-
tal organization Hope Flowers School to help set up a radio station.

The Foundation’s CEO and its Editorial Delegate have worked in the past with the
management and supervisory board of Hope Flowers, in which Christians, Jews
and Muslims are all represented. Meetings were held with representatives of the
Palestinian authorities responsible for granting broadcasting licences: the Minist-
ries of Information, Communication and the Interior. The FH delegation exchanged
views with the International Federation of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent
and also with civil society representatives. The delegation also visited three local
radio stations. They received positive feedback from all of their discussion part-
ners for the idea of a possible cooperation between Hope Flowers and the FH.

The FH delegation is convinced that the proposed radio station project would
bring great benefits to the region. It returned to Lausanne, confident that the FH
has found reliable partners on the ground. An official project report is in prepara-
tion. 19.02.2009
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InfoSud

Media21

Press release on the

separation of InfoSud

and Media21

Human Rights Tribune

InfoSud and Media21 Separate into
Independent Institutions
The non-profit press agency InfoSud keeps the public informed on such issues as
globalization, sustainable development, civil society, migration, human rights
and fair trade. In 2006 this KOFF member organization launched the global jour-
nalism network Media21 in Geneva. Since then this network has been building
interactive international partnerships between the media, universities, state and
international actors as well as the private sector. Media21 also offers advanced
training to help journalists improve their reporting skills in key areas including

mailto:quno1@quno.ch
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.hopeflowersschool.org/
mailto:mdomeniconi@hirondelle.org
mailto:quno1@quno.ch
http://www.infosud.org
http://www.media21geneva.org
http://media21geneva.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=452&Itemid=1
http://media21geneva.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=452&Itemid=1
http://media21geneva.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=452&Itemid=1
http://www.humanrights-geneva.info
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Helvetas

Further information:

Helvetas Esther Marthaler

Helvetas Teaches New Skills for the Transformation of
Conflicts over Resources in Guatemala
Helvetas has been active in Guatemala since 1972, including at the time of the
civil war. Since more than half of the population of Guatemala lives in the coun-
tryside and works either in the agriculture or the forestry sector, the proper utili-
zation of natural resources is of great importance. Helvetas helps local commu-
nities to manage their forests and nature reserves. This means both the protection
of natural resources, and their sustainable use as a source of income. Helvetas
also tries to make a contribution to decentralized good governance. At the end of
2006 Helvetas staff involved in Guatemalan projects were introduced to a Do no
Harm (DnH) approach. In a recent workshop to consolidate DnH awareness and
introduce peacebuilding, some 25 staff working in Guatemala discussed their
experiences so far with Esther Marthaler, who is responsible for civil peacebuil-
ding, and with a local consultant. Other topics discussed included concrete measu-
res that could help to strengthen capacities for the transformation of local con-
flicts, focusing particularly on resource conflicts. Helvetas is helping to support
this process while at the same time considering what role it could play in conflict
transformation in Guatemala. 24.02.2009

climate change, human rights, peacebuilding, public health and the responsibili-
ties of the private sector. In response to Media21’s encouraging development
and the ever greater diversity of its activities, target audiences and partners,
Media21 has become an independent association as of February 1. InfoSud,
which continues to focus on North-South relations and international cooperation,
with emphasis on the role of Switzerland, has published more than 15,000 artic-
les since it was founded 20 years ago. Through its training programs and world-
wide network Media21 aims to become a competence center for media cove-
rage of the major challenges facing the planet. InfoSud and Media21 will continue
to share offices in Geneva. 02.02.2009

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

InfoSud Carole Vann

Media 21 Daniel Wermus

http://www.helvetas.org
mailto:esther.marthaler@helvetas.org
mailto:cvann@infosud.org
mailto:dwermus@media21geneva.org
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Further information:

MLPP Rita Adam

Tel. 031 322 41 27
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PA IV: Religion

and conflict

SDC: Religion and

spirituality in develop-

ment cooperation

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Religion and Development
Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs is
about to make a real effort to integrate a new awareness of the fact that conflicts
are in some cases rooted in different value systems in its approach to civil peace-
building work. The ultimate goal is to find practical, concrete solutions to the
political problems that stand in the way of peaceful cohabitation between
peoples and communities. The inclusion of religion in civil peacebuilding goes
hand in hand with the integration of religious factors in development coopera-
tion. In its work in the field, PA IV has found that cooperation between NGOs that
do not share the same values is a rare thing, particularly in the case of NGOs on
different sides of the „Western“ and „Islamic“ dividing line. PA IV feels that it is
precisely this type of cooperation that would help to build bridges between civi-
lizations and cultures, in a way that would make projects more effective. With
this in mind, PA IV organized a workshop on „Religion and Development“, in an
effort to foster an exchange of experiences and to review possible spheres of
activity. The participants included members of various Swiss development coo-
peration organizations including swisspeace/KOFF, the Swiss Agency for Deve-
lopment and Cooperation (SDC) and the Graduate Institute of International and
Development Studies (IHEID). Participants in the workshop came to the conclu-
sion that although there is a great wealth of experience, insufficient use is made
of the instruments available for putting it into practice and helping its dissemina-
tion. The discussions not only made it clear that there is a genuine interest in
pursuing this matter, but also agreement on adding it to, or keeping it on, the
institutional agenda, in particular in concrete projects in the field. Experience
seems to show however that each situation needs to be considered separately,
and that religious factors mostly constitute just one part of a bigger picture.

30.01.2009

Introducing the New Section for Multilateral Peace Policy
To enhance its capacities on the multilateral stage, Political Affairs Division IV (PA
IV) of the Federal Department for Foreign Affairs has founded the new Section for
Multilateral Peace Policy (MLPP), which took up work on 1 September 2008. Five
persons currently work at MLPP.

The section works on those transversal topics that are treated at international
organizations. In particular, MLPP is concerned with conceptual aspects of peace-
keeping operations, including questions of demobilisation, disarmament, reinte-
gration and security sector reform, as well as the fight against the proliferation of
small arms. Another focal point lies in the reciprocal relation between armed
violence and development. In this context, the section will concentrate on the
Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development, that dates back to a
Swiss initiative in 2006. Finally, the topical areas of mines and cluster bombs
also form part of MLPP’s work. 17.02.2009

For further information or

to order the workshop

report:

PA IV

Corinne Henchoz Pignani

mailto:rita.adam@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/fr/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/conrel.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/fr/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/conrel.html
http://www.ddc.admin.ch/de/Home/Themen/Gesundheit_Menschliche_und_soziale_Entwicklung/Religion_und_Spiritualitaet
http://www.ddc.admin.ch/de/Home/Themen/Gesundheit_Menschliche_und_soziale_Entwicklung/Religion_und_Spiritualitaet
http://www.ddc.admin.ch/de/Home/Themen/Gesundheit_Menschliche_und_soziale_Entwicklung/Religion_und_Spiritualitaet
mailto:corinne.henchozpignani@eda.admin.ch
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PA IV

Partnership Africa

Canada 

Further information:

PA IV Daniela Kohler

Natural Resources and Conflict
At the beginning of February the Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs organized an encounter on the subject of „Natural
Resources and conflict“. The meeting was addressed by two representatives of
Partnership Africa Canada (PAC), a small Canadian NGO devoted to the promo-
tion of sustainable development in Africa. PAC conducts research and promotes
dialogue and the work of local NGOs active in the areas of greatest concern to
PAC, namely peace and human security, and natural resources and develop-
ment. PAC is also very active in the Kimberley Process (KP), attempting to prohi-
bit illicit trade in conflict diamonds. In addition to its role as an official observer,
PAC promotes a better integration of civil society and social aspects into the KP,
including through a project that is supported by PA IV.

PA IV, with its focus on conflict, cooperates on a regular basis with representa-
tives of the private sector and civil society in an effort to develop instruments to
regulate economic activities. The goal is to minimize the negative effects which
such activities can have on the progress of a conflict, while helping to develop
behaviors that will have a positive influence. This encounter was organized in
the context of regular PA IV „in-house lunch discussions“. These are informal
sessions that make possible exchanges of knowledge between internal and
external contributors on topics of particular importance to PA IV, while promoting
dialogue between PA IV, specialists and embassy officials. These meetings are
also open to representatives of Swiss NGOs. 07.02.2009

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the

9 international KOFF

partner organizations.

Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

International Partner Organizations

Berghof
„Peacebuilding at a Crossroads? Dilemmas and Paths for Another Genera-
tion“ is a new Dialogue published by Berghof. Practitioners and researchers
reflect on provocative viewpoints – such as that despite conceptional and
methodical progress, many peacebuilding activities miss the target, and that
the peacebuilders themselves are partially to blame.

FriEnt
In what conflict-related processes are EU institutions currently involved? How
does the EU position itself with regard to the violent conflicts of today? FriEnt‘s
website now provides information on the latest developments at the EU level.
The updates look at the role which the EU played in the Gaza conflict, the
priorities of the European Union Council, and include current EU documents on
women and violent conflicts.

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.pacweb.org/
http://www.pacweb.org/
mailto:daniela.kohler@eda.admin.ch
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/std_page.php?LANG=e&id=253&parent=5
http://www.frient.de/aktuelles/detail.asp?id=436
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Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.

On 6 March a conference on „Water – Source of Conflicts“, organized by the
Swiss Alliance of Development organizations (Alliance Sud) on behalf of the
„Water - a public good“ Working Group will be held with specialists from
Switzerland and abroad. Registration is necessary.

The University of Fribourg is offering a new post-graduate course entitled „Cur-
rent conflicts and risks in Switzerland and at the interstate level: interdiscipli-
nary analyses and innovative conflict resolution strategies.“ Duration: Sep-
tember 2009 – March 2011. Deadline for registration: end of May 2009.

The Institute of Federalism of the University of Fribourg is holding its 21st Sum-
mer University course from 24 August to 11 September. The subject will be
„Federalism, Decentralisation and Diversity“. This interdisciplinary course, in-
ternational in orientation, will bring together young researchers and practitioners
from all continents. Deadline for registration: 17 April. Contact  Joelle Cousinou.

Green Cross Switzerland will be selling SIGG drinking flasks at several locati-
ons     in March. The proceeds go to the International Green Cross „Water for
Life and Peace“ program. Contact: Nathalie Gysi 043 499 13 10.

Conciliation Resources
The conflict between Armenians and Azeris over Nagorny Karabakh (NK) con-
tinues to pose serious dangers to the South Caucasus’ future but is still low
on the international agenda. A new paper by Conciliation Resources (CR) pro-
gram associate Thomas de Waal analyzes the current situation and stresses
the need for more strategic and long-term thinking in debates on how to
move forward one of the world’s most closed and confidential peace
processes.

EPLO
The latest edition of the EPLO-Newsletter reports the release of the European
Commission’s work program for 2009 entitled „Acting now for a better
Europe“.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

GTZ

http://www.alliancesud.ch/deutsch/pagesnav/frames.htm
http://admin.unifr.ch/uniform/faces/pages/index.xhtml?rvn=1
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=448&lang=1
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=448&lang=1
mailto:joelle.cousinou@unifr.ch
http://www.greencross.ch/de/bestellen/
http://www.greencross.ch/de/bestellen/
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/caucasus/karabakh-trap.php
http://www.eplo.org/index.php?id=223
http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/programmes/index_en.htm
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
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To order:

PA IV Tamara Mona

First Evaluation Report on Switzerland’s
1325 National Action Plan
The Federal Administration’s Working Group 1325 (WG 1325) has completed its
first Evaluation Report on efforts to implement UN Security Council Resolution
1325 „Women, Peace and Security“ through a National Action Plan (NAP 1325).
Mandated by the Core Group Peace, the report has been prepared in accordance
with NAP 1325 requirements and covers the 2007–2008 period.

The Report surveys the progress made in executing the 36 measures contained
in NAP 1325 and makes recommendations for improving implementation. It in-
cludes a progress chart that assesses for each measure in the Action Plan whe-
ther WG 1325 could find significant, modest, or no progress.

The report can be ordered from the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs’ Political
Affairs Division IV (PA IV) in English or German. French and Italian versions are in
preparation. 26.01.2009
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Full Report (English)

and Executive Summa-

ries (French, German &

Spanish)

Small Arms Survey

Global Burden of Armed Violence
Published in September 2008 by the Geneva-based Small Arms Survey, the re-
port „Global Burden of Armed Violence“ provides a comprehensive picture of
the worldwide scope, scale and effects of armed violence. The first four chapters
are devoted to cross-regional and international comparisons of direct conflict
deaths, indirect conflict deaths, post-conflict mortality and non-conflict deaths
resulting from armed violence. But not only the toll on human life is explored.
The report also analyzes the huge economic and social cost of armed violence.
By adopting this broader lens, it provides a good understanding of the negative
impact of armed violence on human social and economic development. The full
report is only available in English, executive summaries exist in French, German
and Spanish. 23.02.2009

http://www.genevadeclaration.org/resources-armed-violence-report.html
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/resources-armed-violence-report.html
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/resources-armed-violence-report.html
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/
mailto:tamara.mona@eda.admin.ch
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Web Tip

Global Peacebuilders

Global Peacebuilders
Global Peacebuilders is a network for organizations and individual practitioners
in the areas of conflict resolution, conflict transformation and peacebuilding. It is
an initiative that grew out of the Northern Ireland peace process.

The website can be accessed in English, French, Spanish, Portuguese or Arabic.
The core of the platform is a database in which „peacebuilders“ from all over
the world are invited to register. Visitors can search for the organizations registe-
red on the basis of key words as well as by region or by topic. A special effort
has been made to make the website visually attractive, however, the image and
text effects can become distracting.

The website also includes a catalogue of 18 projects from all over the world,
examples of different approaches to peacebuilding. Although the website and
catalogue make no pretence of providing exhaustive guidelines or links for pro-
fessionals in the field, they undoubtedly do contribute to greater awareness in
the general public thanks to their emotional appeal and the insight they provide
into the world of peacebuilding. 13.02.2009
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http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:christa.dold@swisspeace.ch
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
http://www.eda.admin.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.caux.ch/de/home
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/index.php
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.greencross.ch/en/index.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/
http://www.infosud.org
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.wsp-international.org/
http://www.interteam.ch/start.htm
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch
http://www.mission-21.org
http://www.miva.ch/
http://www.refbejuso.ch/content/showInfo.asp?InfoId=791
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.osar.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/
http://www.globalpeacebuilders.org

