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KOFF websites

Gender and Peace-

building

KOFF websites

Dealing with the Past

The swisspeace team

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

KOFF Trainings 2009

KOFF Strengthens Team
Two young people, Rahel Fischer and Sandra Rubli, have joined the KOFF team.
Rahel Fischer will have responsibility for the coordination and organization of
KOFF training activities and will assist at the same time in the area of „Gender
and Peacebuilding“, among other things by preparing the re-launch of the Gen-
der Roundtable. Indeed due to a shortfall in capacity, KOFF had to shelve this
particular Roundtable some time ago, but has since decided to resume with it
due to unflagging demand from members. Rahel Fischer completed her Master’s
degree in history with a study of the post-1968 third world movement in Switzer-
land. She has been a member of the executive committee of the Swiss section
of Amnesty International for a number of years.

The combination of theory and practice is the hallmark of swisspeace, that is
now being reinforced in KOFF’s „Dealing with the Past“ activities, thanks to the
creation of a new position. In the context of a swisspeace research program,
Sandra Rubli is preparing a doctoral dissertation on the relationship between
Dealing with the Past and the rebuilding of statehood in Burundi and Sierra
Leone. In the 25% of time she devotes to KOFF, she will attempt to bridge the
gap between her academic knowledge in this field and its implications at the
practical level. Sandra Rubli’s background is in political science. Up until mid-
2008 she worked with the swisspeace political early warning program FAST.

01.03.2009

KOFF Training courses 2009
KOFF will again offer four training sessions this year, on specific aspects of civil
peacebuilding. In an effort to unite theory with practice to the greatest possible
extent, this year for the first time KOFF has added to each training session an
extra day devoted to practical aspects. Thanks to this extra day, participants will
be able to meet again a few weeks after the course to seek advice on the
challenges involved at the level of implementation and to discuss their interim
experiences. All of the courses are conducted by qualified trainers from Switzer-
land and abroad.

The series begins 11–12 June with training in Reflecting on Peace Practice (RPP).
Participants will be given a thorough grounding in RPP project know-how, and
they will learn how to plan and implement peacebuilding programs and projects
with optimum effectiveness.

The second training course, scheduled for 20 and 21 October, focuses on dealing
with human rights violations that have been committed in a situation of war or
under an authoritarian regime. At this training session, the importance of „Dea-
ling with the Past“ for conflict transformation and reconciliation processes is
being analyzed in regards to the Joinet Principles (such as finding the truth,
reparations, fight against impunity), with the aid of theoretical inputs and con-
crete examples.

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/de/aboutus/mitarbeitende/index.html
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2009/KOFF_Trainings_2009.pdf
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Further information:

KOFF Rahel Fischer

Further information:

BEFORE

Lotta-Liina Mustonen

BEFORE

On 5 and 6 November there will be a Do no Harm training session. This instru-
ment of conflict sensitivity in projects enables participants to better assess and
control both the negative and positive effects their actions can have in the con-
text of a conflict.

The fourth training takes place 10–11 December and is concerned with result-
oriented planning, monitoring and evaluation of peacebuilding projects. Along
with aspects of project design and monitoring, this training will focus on metho-
dological questions of result-oriented evaluations and the practical challenges
of evaluation management in peacebuilding. In February 2010, KOFF will again
offer in-depth training in the practical application of result-oriented evaluation
techniques applied to peacebuilding, with case studies as a tool.      20.03.2009

The BEFORE Project Goes Online
BEFORE is a joint project of swisspeace and the Alliance for Peacebuilding. Its
mission it to link political early warning signs with quick, independent, flexible
and holistic action to prevent the outbreak of violent conflicts. BEFORE follows a
unique approach, in that it does not prescribe any „healing recipes“ to local
stakeholders, but it listens to them, provides them with technical advice and
supports their actions. BEFORE is currently active in Guinea-Bissau and Guinea-
Conakry, two countries which are both in danger of political turmoil and violence
resulting from an unstable situation. Now you can visit the new BEFORE website
at www.beforeproject.org and learn more about the project strategy, our country
projects, read news on the current developments in those countries as well as
learn how to support BEFORE’s violence prevention work around the world.

19.03.2009

mailto:rahel.fischer@swisspeace.ch
mailto:lotta.mustonen@swisspeace.ch
http://www.beforeproject.org
http://www.beforeproject.org
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OPSI: Office for

psychosocial Issues

Gender, Conflict Trans-

formation and the

Psychosocial  Approach:

Toolkit

International Trauma

Studies Program

Trauma Research Net

Psychosocial Working

Group

The vicissitudes of

empowerment in

conflict-afflicted Nepal

Focus

Working with Victims of Violence in
International Cooperation Projects
How can development organizations respond adequately to the effects
of violence on the populations they are working with? This article pre-
sents two project forms that address the needs of traumatized persons
and considers the advantages and disadvantages of each model. Positi-
ve results have been obtained at both the interpersonal and perfor-
mance-related levels in development projects in Nepal where staff be-
gan to consider the special needs of directly conflict-affected persons.

At the height of the armed conflict, when staff of a vocational training project in
Kathmandu were asked about effects of violence they had noticed among the
young participants, the symptoms they mentioned were a lack of concentration,
aggressive behavior, low self-confidence, and the tendency of young men to
suddenly burst into tears. They also reported that it was difficult, and in some
cases impossible, for many of these trainees to complete the course and to then
succeed in the labor market. Although each failure of a trainee had a negative
impact on the project’s success, project staff didn’t know how many of the par-
ticipants had been directly affected by the war, and what had been their experi-
ences. One young man explained his reluctance to seek out the relevant infor-
mation: „If we ask them to tell us their problems and they start to cry, we don’t
know what we should do. So we prefer not to ask.“

Victims of violence excluded

This reluctance of project staff to confront the special needs and difficulties of
participants who have experienced violence is by no means an exception, either
in Nepal or in other conflict or post-conflict areas. All projects, whether their aim
is vocational training or health, construction of irrigation schemes or roads, en-
counter people who have survived violence. However, most of them are not
prepared to deal with the problem. As a result, the victims are often unable to
benefit from these projects, either because trauma has affected their ability to
participate in a meaningful way or because they are, as victims, stigmatized and
marginalized in their communities. This active or passive exclusion of a specific
group of people is not only a humanitarian problem; it can also result in a further
hardening of existing conflicts and it can impair the project’s ability to achieve its
objectives.

Specializing in psychosocial care

Whereas in „normal“ development projects the effects of violence are almost
always ignored, specialized psychosocial initiatives are increasingly common in
conflict areas. In some cases these projects are implemented by psychosocial
specialists, while in others lay persons offer decentralized assistance. For many
victims this support is vital. The danger is that this clear focus on the victims of
violence can further stigmatize those who take advantage of such services. This
is particularly true in the case of assistance for rape victims in rural areas, where

http://www.opsiconsult.com
http://www.opsiconsult.com
http://www.deza.admin.ch/ressources/resource_en_91135.pdf
http://www.deza.admin.ch/ressources/resource_en_91135.pdf
http://www.deza.admin.ch/ressources/resource_en_91135.pdf
http://itspnyc.org/
http://itspnyc.org/
http://www.traumaresearch.net/
http://www.forcedmigration.org/psychosocial/PWGinfo.htm
http://www.forcedmigration.org/psychosocial/PWGinfo.htm
http://www.deza.admin.ch/ressources/resource_en_100510.pdf
http://www.deza.admin.ch/ressources/resource_en_100510.pdf
http://www.deza.admin.ch/ressources/resource_en_100510.pdf
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everybody seems to always know who met whom and who benefited from
what services. Moreover, in most cases, projects that specialize in psychosocial
care have neither the mandate nor the ability to provide income generation
support. And yet, the downward spiral of poverty affects the psychological con-
dition of people who survived an attack on their own or their family members’
lives and who, as a result, lost their income or the capacity to go out and pro-
actively earn a livelihood.

Integrated approach

The integrated approach takes these factors into account. The idea is for deve-
lopment projects in conflict or post-conflict areas to work towards addressing
the needs of victims of violence and to refer only cases that are particularly
difficult for them to handle to specialized institutions. The referral option provides
a back-up to field staff and makes them feel secure enough to dare approaching
people that are directly affected by the conflict. To begin with, development staff
will not know how to address psychosocial issues, and training laypersons in so
sensitive an area can pose a huge challenge. But considering psychosocial aspects
of people’s lives in development projects yields significant advantages for both
the victims of violence as well as other project participants.

Multiple benefits

During the acute conflict in Nepal the Office for Psychosocial Issues (OPSI) began
to seek opportunities to improve the support provided to victims of violence by
projects funded by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC).
Initial contacts showed that the victims were suffering from fear and grief as a
result of the violence they had experienced, and also that their psychosocial
situation was worsened by the uncertainties and the difficulties of everyday life.
In a training program for men planning to migrate to the Gulf States to work in
semi-skilled jobs such as scaffolding, masonry or carpentry, for example, partici-
pants were anxious about the imminent separation from their families and the
fear of the unknown in the destination countries, regardless of whether they
were leaving the village after they had been threatened or because they were
just seeking a better economic future. The project therefore decided to not only
pass on vocational skills but to prepare these young men in regular group discus-
sions for the process of migration. This innovation enabled the participants to
understand better what they had to expect in terms of living and working condi-
tions and the exploration of appropriate responses to difficulties they faced or
would face enhanced their self-confidence and group solidarity.

Analyzing the life situation of traumatized people helps to identify and address
(psycho-)social issues that have relevance for the entire project target group.
There is no question, thus, that the social skills that project staff members need
to acquire for this work contribute to an improved quality of relations with all
project participants, which in turn can impact positively the project’s ability to
achieve its objectives. 19.03.2009

Further information:

OPSI Barbara Weyermann

mailto:bweyermann@opsiconsult.com
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cfd: emergency project

in Gaza

PWWSD

UNRWA

Further information:

Head of the cfd

Palestina/Israel program

Esther Stebler

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks Media21 replaces InfoSud as KOFF member
The Media21 Global Journalism network has been part of KOFF member InfoSud
since 2006. In February 2009 Media21 and InfoSud announced their separation,
each becoming an independent institution. Media21 which is also active in the
field of peace building, is set to take over InfoSud’s place as a KOFF member.
24.03.2009

Further information:

Media21 Daniel Wermus

Separation into two

organisations

News from Swiss NGOs

Support for Emergency Psychosocial Project
in Gaza from cfd
The Palestinian people, particularly the children, are suffering under trauma, anxi-
ety, bed-wetting and other stress symptoms as a result of the Israeli offensive
against the Gaza Strip in the winter of 2008/2009. There is also the danger that
children and young people may learn to see violence as the only strategy for
dealing with conflicts. In view of these developments the feminist Peace Organi-
zation cfd has decided, in collaboration with its partner, the Palestinian Women’s
Working Society for Development (PWWSD), to launch an emergency project to
provide psychosocial support to women and children in Gaza – an area so far
neglected by humanitarian emergency aid.

Local counselors are now expected to step in and provide support and relief to
traumatized women, who to date have themselves been the ones providing
psychological assistance. Furthermore a team of six counselors will undertake
the psychosocial care of Palestinian women and their children. This emergency
project is expected to reach about 1000 children and 3000 women.

Another aspect of the project will be to provide women in Gaza with urgently
needed hygiene articles as well as clothes for children. A member of the PWWSD
staff will purchase these goods in the West Bank and they will be transported to
Gaza by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), which is the aid
agency designated for dealing with Palestinian Refugees, for distribution by
PWWSD Gaza. 26.03.2009

http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/empowerment/texte/not_gaza.php
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/empowerment/texte/not_gaza.php
http://www.pwwsd.org/
http://www.un.org/unrwa/
mailto:esther.stebler@cfd-ch.org
http://media21geneva.org/
http://www.infosud.org
mailto:dwermus@media21geneva.org
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=1331&keywords=infosud&booltype=AND&section=3&id=502
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=1331&keywords=infosud&booltype=AND&section=3&id=502
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DCAF: ISSAT

ASSET

KOFF Newsletter:

„ISSAT launched“

Further information:

DCAF Mark Downes

International Security System Advisory Team: One Year On
In response to a request from its Foundation Council and with the aim of filling an
acknowledged gap in SSR capacity, the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Con-
trol of Armed Forces (DCAF) formally established the International Security Sector
Advisory Team (ISSAT) in February 2008.

The ISSAT was established with three main objectives: To help the international
community build the capacity required to support SSR effectively; to establish a
standing capacity of SSR expertise, which its members can utilize to advise and
guide their SSR programs; and to provide a mechanism to facilitate more joined-
up and coordinated activity in the area of SSR, in line with international agree-
ments such as the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness.

In just over 12 months, the ISSAT’s membership has grown to 14 countries which
are all members of the DCAF Foundation Council, and also includes multilateral
partners such as the EC, UN DPA, UNDP, UN DPKO and the OECD. It has comple-
ted over 25 missions, supported members’ training programs and provided
guidance on SSR assessment missions and in the development stage of country
programs. The team has been deployed in support of bilateral members, as well
as the United Nations and the OECD, mainly in Africa but also with missions in
member states’ capitals, as well as in Latin America and Asia. One of the main
priority areas for the ISSAT in 2008 was the development of a standardized
approach to build SSR capacity. Level 1 of the ISSAT’s Comprehensive SSR Trai-
ning package has now been rolled out to audiences in Canada and Sweden, and
has formed part of in-country consultations in the Central African Republic,
Guinea-Bissau and Bolivia, as well as the pilot SSR training course for the UN’s
SSR Taskforce. Through the ISSAT, DCAF has also been a leading member of the
international consortium involved in the establishment of the Association for SSR
Education and Training (ASSET), which brings together training organizations
from all continents with the aim of harmonizing training initiatives and building
SSR capacity within government, multilaterals and the NGO community.

Meanwhile, the challenges facing the provision of support to SSR are significant
but the progress made in 2008 means that the ISSAT is well placed to continue
to provide high quality SSR expertise, to ensure that support provided to SSR
processes is in line with international norms and standards. 17.03.2009

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Press release

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks New French Language Collective for
Peace and Non-Violence
On 2 October, the International Day of Non-Violence, 25 organizations from French-
speaking Switzerland, active in peacebuilding and non-violence at home and
abroad, came together for the first time with the purpose of creating an umbrella
group, the „Collectif romand pour la paix et la non-violence“.

http://www.dcaf.ch/issat
http://asset-ssr.org/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=1175&keywords=ISSAT&booltype=AND&section=3&id=504
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=1175&keywords=ISSAT&booltype=AND&section=3&id=504
mailto:m.downes@dcaf.ch
http://www.non-violence.ch/actions/presse/20081003.html
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SAD

CDA: Reflecting

on Peace Practice

SAD Expert Meeting: Dialogue in the Context of Turkey
The Swiss Academy for Development (SAD) organized an expert meeting in
Bienne on 20 and 21 March 2009. The topic of the event was „dialogue in the
context of Turkey and its diaspora and migrant communities“. Active scholars
and practitioners from Turkey and the diaspora as well as interested external
experts specialized in conflict transformation were provided a platform of ex-
change in order to discuss methodological and practical problems regarding dia-
logue in this specific context. Experts from Turkey, Germany, Spain and Switzer-
land took part in the meeting which was facilitated by KOFF’s Cordula Reimann.
The focus of the meeting was put on grassroots projects which deal with cultural
and religious diversity. The aim was to impart experiences and lessons learned
in current dialogue projects, to cross-link experts in the field and to discuss spe-
cific problems such as the inclusion of hardliners („hard to reach“), the role of
the diaspora in dialogue processes or the measurability of the impact of dialogue
projects.

Three concrete project examples were examined during the meeting: a dialogue
project with migrants from Turkey living in Switzerland initiated by SAD, a dia-
logue project in Antakya, Turkey, implemented by the partner organization
Anadolu Kültür as well as the academic dialogue initiative WATS (Workshop for
Armenian/Turkish Scholarship). By means of the Reflecting on Peace Pratice (RPP)
matrix, these projects were analyzed in group work and suggestions for impro-
ving or changing the project designs discussed. In addition, a project example
from Lebanon was presented in order to include experiences made in other
contexts and to learn from this comparison.

The report of the expert meeting will be available at SAD in May. 21.03.2009

The initiators of this movement are KOFF members Eirene Suisse and Peace
Watch Switzerland, together with the Centre pour l’action non-violente (CENAC)
and Graines de Paix. The aim is to promote synergies between the 25 organiza-
tions, create greater public awareness of efforts to promote peace and non-
violence, and work together on projects.

Several paths for collaboration have already been mapped out including the
creation of a proper network for exchanges of information, sharing of training
and other resources, joint actions, and ultimately the creation of a shared plat-
form with the German-speaking Swiss umbrella organization „Gewaltfreiheit“.
The group already has plans for collective action in 2009: A joint internet portal is
in preparation, which will be found at www.paix-nonviolence.ch. There will also
be a whole series of events between the International Day of Peace (21.09) and
the International Day of Non-Violence (02.10). 18.03.2009

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

Eirene Suisse Sarah Lachat

Further information:

SAD Katharina Haab

http://www.sad.ch
http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/project_profile.php?pid=RPP&pname=Reflecting%20on%20Peace%20Practice
http://www.paix-nonviolence.ch
mailto:sarah.lachat@eirenesuisse.ch
mailto:haab@SAD.ch
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Further information:

IFF Nicolas Schmitt

IFF

North Korean Delegation Visits Switzerland
In May 2008 a delegation from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK)
made a first brief visit to the Institute of Federalism (IFF) to learn about the Swiss
political system, and in particular about federalism and direct democracy. Intent
on delving more deeply into the subject, North Korea’s Institute for Peace and
Disarmament then turned to the Cooperation Office of the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation (SDC) in Pyongyang, and proposed further coope-
ration with the IFF. In February 2009 a delegation of three North Korean diplo-
matic representatives travelled to Switzerland for a 10-day visit to study these
matters further.

The DPRK’s interest in federalism can be traced back to the former President Kim
II-Sung, the „Father of the Nation“. In the context of Korea’s reunification pro-
cess he wanted above all to avoid a situation in which one half should annex the
other. Instead, a future unified state – the Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo
– should evolve with two systems, in which the North would uphold socialism
while the South continued along the lines of a democratic state with a market
economy. However, the election of a nationalist government in the South at the
end of 2007 was a setback for the hope of reunification.

The DPRK decided to continue its pursuit of the topic nonetheless. After introduc-
tions to the various issues, the three diplomats travelled through Switzerland for
a period of four days and came into contact with persons who were able to
demonstrate and explain the mechanisms of federalism at various levels, and
how it can help to preserve regional identities. The examples touched on several
cantons: Aargau, St. Gallen, Appenzell, Graubünden, Valais and Fribourg.

The unexpected complexity of the federal system clearly left a deep impression
on the North Korean delegation. They have not given up on the hope of Korea’s
eventual reunification. Looking to the future, they are aware that a basic under-
standing of democracy, rule of law and the sharing of responsibilities is indispen-
sible. The delegation said it looked forward to continuing cooperation with Swit-
zerland. 11.03.2009

mailto:nicolas.schmitt@unifr.ch
http://www.federalism.ch
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3C-conference

swisspeace/CSS

background paper

Further information:

SDC Cristina Hoyos

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Towards a Coherent, Coordinated and
Complementary Approach to Fragile States
On 19 to 20 March 2009, the Swiss Government, in association with the OECD,
the United Nations, the World Bank and NATO, organized a conference on com-
prehensive approaches to improve international responses in fragile contexts.
Close to 250 representatives from governments, regional and international orga-
nizations, and civil society participated in the conference, which ended on Friday
afternoon with the adoption of a roadmap laying out steps for improved coordi-
nation and collaboration in fragile states. States also made a number of specific
commitments, which will be summarized in the final conference report. The first
day of the conference consisted of different plenary sessions, while on the se-
cond day a number of country-specific panels – on Afghanistan, Haiti, Liberia
and Sudan – were held.

The conference in Geneva championed a more coherent, coordinated and com-
plementary approach of engaging with state fragility, in short the „3C“ approach.
3C enhances the „3D“ concept (defense, diplomacy, development) of the 1990s
and builds on the more recent whole-of-government and whole-of-system ap-
proaches. The core idea is that there is a shared interest in stabilizing and rebuil-
ding fragile states, and the international community, that is, governments, inter-
national organizations as well as NGOs, should therefore align their activities
and strive to improve their coordination and coherence. 3C goes further than
previous approaches in that it advocates functional complementarity and even
joint programming between different stakeholders on the ground. Furthermore,
3C acknowledges the role in statebuilding, not only of diplomats, development
workers and militaries, but also police personnel, judges as well as economists
and financial specialists. 20.03.2009

In collaboration with the Center for Security Studies of the ETH Zurich
swisspeace contributed a background paper for the 3C conference, in particu-
lar the panel on Sudan. On the basis of interviews with 25 policy-makers
working in and on Sudan the paper assesses to what extent the Swiss go-
vernment policy towards Sudan corresponds to a whole-of-government ap-
proach. It finds that although the decentralized nature of Swiss politics compli-
cates a straightforward implementation of a comprehensive approach, there
are nonetheless encouraging initiatives of collaboration between different di-
visions and departments on the headquarters level in Bern as well as in the
field in Sudan.

http://www.3c-conference2009.ch/
http://www.3c-conference2009.ch/en/Home/Conference_Papers/media/Swiss-WGA-in-Sudan-March09.pdf
http://www.3c-conference2009.ch/en/Home/Conference_Papers/media/Swiss-WGA-in-Sudan-March09.pdf
mailto:cristina.hoyos@deza.admin.ch
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Further information:

SDC

Division Policy Analysis

Andrea Balmer

OECD websites:

DAC Peer Review

of Switzerland

SDC websites:

OECD and DAC
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Cartooning for Peace

Cartooning for Peace
Cartoons are one of the most direct and effective ways of making a statement
and have the ability to reach people of all social classes that no other medium
can match. They are a great help when it comes to visualizing and dealing with
conflicts and human rights issues. In so far as the media are concerned, cartoons
serve as a barometer of the freedom of the press, and also of the freedom of
opinion and of expression in the country concerned.

Switzerland’s Development Cooperation
under the OECD Microscope
The Development Assistance Committee (DAC) of the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD) has the task of examining the develop-
ment policy and development cooperation of DAC members, usually every four
years by means of a Peer Review. Its purpose is to stimulate joint efforts by
donor countries and improve their coordination. In each case, two countries are
appointed to carry out the examination. The Switzerland review for 2009 is con-
ducted by Belgium and the Netherlands. In preparation, Switzerland has pro-
duced a memorandum outlining the current orientation of development policy
and the main thrust of efforts in the field.

The team of examiners assesses the political processes that currently influence
the formulation of development policy and cooperation. The examiners analyze
the strategic orientations, the forms of implementation in the field and the per-
formance record. The first part of the review was carried out at the beginning of
March in Bern, where the examiners met with various Swiss development poli-
cy actors from the Federal Administration, as well as political representatives
and NGOs. In a total of 28 sessions, the examiners looked at the organization
and functions of the various sections of the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) as well as the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO),
considering such aspects as aid effectiveness, capacity development, climate
change and gender-related issues.

The sessions in Bern were followed up with visits to Albania and Nicaragua, two
of the priority countries for Swiss development cooperation, and the examiners
assessed the manner in which the policy agreed with DAC is being implemented
in such essentials as sustainability, equality between men and women and par-
ticipation in operational programs. The DAC Secretariat is currently drafting the
2009 Peer Review Report on Switzerland which will serve as the basis for the
actual examination in October at the OECD/DAC headquarters in Paris. The heads
of the SDC and SECO will then answer the questions of the DAC members. A
final report with recommendations will complete the process.

Next year it will be the turn of Switzerland and Canada to be the examiners of
Belgium’s performance. 23.03.2009

mailto:andrea.balmer@deza.admin.ch
http://www.oecd.org/document/43/0,3343,en_33873108_33873838_35105259_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/43/0,3343,en_33873108_33873838_35105259_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/43/0,3343,en_33873108_33873838_35105259_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Aktivitaeten/Multilaterale_Zusammenarbeit/Internationale_Institutionen/OECD_DAC
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Aktivitaeten/Multilaterale_Zusammenarbeit/Internationale_Institutionen/OECD_DAC
http://peace2.unric.org/
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Berghof
The recently published article „Civil Society in Conflict Transformation: Ambi-
valence, Potentials and Challenges“ by Martina Fischer is now available in
Arabic.

EPLO
The latest edition of the EPLO Newsletter reports on a meeting between Euro-
pean Union member states and civil society organizations (CSO) for the pur-
pose of evaluating how well the CSOs and the European Commission work
together for the distribution of aid, particularly in conflict and post-conflict
countries.

Akademie für Konflikttransformation
The Academy for Conflict Transformation of the Forum Civil Peace Service is
offering Peace training opportunities on issues such as peace development,
civil conflict resolution and the Civil Peace Service.

There are also more online     self-learning courses available e.g. on the „Triang-
le of Violence“ according to Galtung, the definition of „Social Conflict“ and
„Levels of Escalation“ according to Glasl, the „Pyramid of Actors and Approa-
ches to Peacebuilding“ according to Lederach, and the the Logframe Model.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

PA IV Stéphanie Grillet

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

News from ten

international KOFF

partner organizations.

Akademie für

Konflikttransformation

Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Partner Organizations

Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
(FDFA) supports projects that promote human rights, such as the „Cartooning for
Peace“ foundation. The initiative results from an idea, shared by the French
cartoonist Plantu and former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, that cartoons can
be useful as a medium to promote peace and respect for human rights. Plantu
presented the new foundation in March, in the company of the equally success-
ful Swiss cartoonist Chapatte and Marie Heuzé, Director of the United Nations
Information Service in Geneva.

The aim of the foundation is to organize events that will help to gain the widest
possible audience for the works of artists from all nations and cultures who are
committed to human rights and peace policy. It will help to institutionalize these
activities and establish a network for cartoonists active in the area of human
rights. Another of the aims is to help protect the artists and media people concer-
ned, since their efforts on behalf of human rights and peace can expose them to
considerable danger. 23.03.2009

http://www.berghof-handbook.net/std_page.php?LANG=e&id=265&parent=6
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EPLOCPNL_4-2.pdf
http://www.forumzfd-akademie.de/en-af/trainings-info-en
http://www.forumzfd-akademie.de/en-af/node/994
mailto:stephanie.grillet@eda.admin.ch
http://www.forumzfd.de/akademie.html
http://www.forumzfd.de/akademie.html
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo The General Meeting     of the Swiss section of Peace Brigades International
(PBI) is scheduled for 16 April 2009 in the Vidmar-Hallen, Liebefeld. A photo
reportage on the demobilization of Colombia’s paramilitary forces, which is
open to the public and forms part of the meeting, will also be shown in other
locations.

On the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the Rwanda genocide Radio Suisse
Romande will broadcast on 6 April from 10–11 a.m. a program based on the
testimony of some 20 peace activists from the African Great Lakes Region.
These were compiled by author Sandra Korol and photographer Serge Boulaz
for the „Overcoming Hate, Rebuilding Peace“ project of Eirene Suisse and
Cotmec. A book and a photo exhibition are currently in preparation.

The Switzerland-Colombia Working Group is staging a cultural event with food,
music and dance at the Castle of Köniz, 2 May 2009. It includes a stage play
illustrating how Colombian society uses active, non-violent resistance to con-
front oppression.

A limited number of places are still available for the upcoming Peace Watch
Switzerland preparatory training sessions  for human rights operations in
Guatemala/southern Mexico (7–10 May and 4–7 June).

The Institute for Integrative Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding (IICP)
will be holding its second Summer Academy on „Culture and Conflict“ in Bern,
12–17 July. Registration for the limited number of places closes on
30 June 2009, and these will be allotted on a „first come, first served“ basis.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.

GTZ
„Security and Development“ is the GTZ Spotlight of the year for 2009. Secu-
rity risks such as violence, areas of „legal vacuum“ and natural disasters are
now so common that they are directly included in the planning of GTZ projects
in many countries. An article in FriEnt Impulse has encapsulated in seven key
statements the insights GTZ has gathered on security and development in
more than 30 years of activity in a great many developing countries and
countries in transformation.

GTZ

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

http://www.peacebrigades.ch/de/aktuell/events/100/?no_cache=1
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/de/projekte-schweiz/ausstellungen/fotoausstellung/
http://www.rsr.ch/la-1ere/rien-n-est-joue
http://www.rsr.ch/la-1ere/rien-n-est-joue
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch/images/stories/DocsPdf/plaquette-d%E9passer%20la%20haine-12.11.08.pdf
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.cotmec.ch/
http://www.cotmec.ch/
http://askonline.ch
http://www.peacewatch.ch/public/frameset.aspx?cat=1&lang=DE
http://iicp.ch/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=6&Itemid=1
http://www.gtz.de/en/25455.htm
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Impulse01-02_09.pdf
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/de/projekte-schweiz/ausstellungen/fotoausstellung/
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Rule of Law

in Armed Conflicts

Publications

Web Tip

Middle East: Conflicts and their Costs
At the beginning of the year the Strategic Foresight Group published a report
entitled „Cost of Conflict in the Middle East“, produced with the support of the
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA). The report demonstrates clearly the
disadvantages that arise from the various conflicts for the peoples of the region,
as well as for the international community. On the one hand are costs of an
economic nature. In all cases the region’s conflicts impact negatively on gross
domestic product. On the other hand, as the report makes clear, the disadvan-
tages include military costs, such as the loss of human life and the militarization
of society. Then there are ecological disadvantages including a loss of biodiversi-
ty, and socio-political costs, for instance the lack of civil liberties for the inhabi-
tants of the region.

In so far as the various possible remedies are concerned, the report considers
the likely benefits of „warm peace“, which is „defined as not merely absence
of violence but also active economic, social, cultural and political harmony.“ The
authors offer four scenarios showing possible developments for the region up to
2025 and the steps they think are necessary in order to achieve lasting peace,
economic growth, technological progress and a transition towards democracy.
The measures they discuss range from dialogue to more comprehensive ne-
gotiations and concrete cooperation projects including trade agreements.
Eventually these should lead to an inclusive, semi-permanent conference in which
all-embracing, lasting solutions to the region’s problems would be subject to
negotiation.

The „Cost of Conflict in the Middle East“ report is very clearly presented thanks
to an exemplary approach to the design. The many graphics and illustrations
greatly assist the understanding of a wealth of complex material, making the
report extremely attractive and thus an ideal teaching aid. 12.03.2009

Rule of Law in Armed Conflicts
The „Rule of Law in Armed Conflicts“ (RULAC) project is an initiative of the
Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights, which
is dedicated to the application and implementation of international law in regi-
ons of conflict.

The heart of the new RULAC website is a global database with listings by state
or territory. This cites the international law treaties applicable to armed conflicts
in each country, and the extent to which these are observed. There is a brief
summary of the political situation for each country, information on local legal

http://www.strategicforesight.com/COCME%20-%20preface-contents.pdf
http://www.strategicforesight.com/COCME%20-%20preface-contents.pdf
http://www.strategicforesight.com/
http://www.strategicforesight.com/
http://www.adh-geneva.ch/RULAC/
http://www.adh-geneva.ch/RULAC/
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standards and their observance, plus many internal and external links to assist
with additional research. Particular attention is paid to legal documents such as
judicial decisions, United Nations resolutions and the resolutions of regional or-
ganizations. The RULAC website cannot yet claim to have achieved universal
coverage of its subject however. Although not directly involved in any conflict,
Switzerland is on the list, while entirely absent are countries like Guinea-Bissau,
where the least that one can say is that there is a certain lack of stability.

The website also provides essential information concerning international huma-
nitarian law, international criminal and refugee law, and international human
rights law. This well designed website also allows easy access to a whole series
of documents of fundamental importance in the field of international law. It
discusses the definition of armed conflicts, and the interaction between humani-
tarian law and human rights law in armed conflicts. Other aspects, such as the
application of international law to non-state actors, are currently in preparation.
The information provided is exclusively in English. 13.03.2009

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:christa.dold@swisspeace.ch
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
http://www.eda.admin.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.caux.ch/de/home
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/index.php
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.genevacall.org
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http://media21geneva.org/
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http://www.medienhilfe.ch
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http://www.miva.ch/
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