
Kompetenzzentrum Friedensförderung
Centre pour la promotion de la paix

Centro per la promozione della pace
Center for Peacebuilding

NEWSLETTER
2nd of June 2009 / Nr. 78

KOFF

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

KOFF – swisspeace

Annual Meeting of KOFF Member Organizations

First Roundtable on the Great Lakes Region

KOFF Roundtable on the Role of the International
Community in Sri Lanka

Peace Process in Nepal: Switzerland’s Contribution

Getting it Right: Making Corporate-Community Relations Work

swisspeace Annual Report 2008

Focus

For They Know Not What They Do?
A Critical Look at Peacebuilding Today

News from Swiss NGOs

PBI Working Group Exploring the Protection
Needs of Human Rights Defenders in Africa

GSoA Activities Concerning the New War Material Ordinance

Interpeace: „Cyprus 2015“ Goes Live

Institute of Federalism Participates in Discussion
on Creation of a Palestinian State

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Durban Review Conference Against Racism

International Conference on Business in Conflict

Security and Mediation: Training for DCAF

International Partner Organizations

Events, Publications, Web Tip

Publisher:
Center for
Peacebuilding KOFF
Sonnenbergstrasse 17
CH - 3000 Bern 7
Tel: +41 (0)31 330 12 12

www.swisspeace.org/koff 

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 78  2

KOFF – swisspeace

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

KOFF Member

Organizations

KOFF Steering

Committee

 KOFF Websites

Annual Meeting of KOFF Member Organizations
The annual meeting of KOFF member organizations took place this month in
Bern and was attended by 45 participants. In the first part of the meeting KOFF
Program Director Anita Müller outlined the most significant developments of the
past year and revealed what the members can expect from KOFF in the next few
years. Subsequently, Roland Dittli and Marcel von Arx provided insights into the
KOFF „laboratory“, with a presentation of efforts to achieve a results-oriented
approach to peacebuilding and to Dealing with the Past.

The major item on the agenda was the election of NGO representatives to the
Steering Committee (SteeCom). Irène Collaud of Peace Brigades International
(PBI) Swiss Section was elected as the new representative of category C (peace
organizations). She replaces Sabine Ziegler (formerly of PBI), who was warmly
thanked for her committed efforts on the SteeCom. Geert van Dok (Caritas Swit-
zerland), who has represented category A members (major development organi-
zations) in SteeCom since 2001, was re-elected. Cécile Bühlmann (cfd) who
represents small development organizations acted as the moderator for this year’s
meeting. KOFF membership registered a slight increase during the year and now
counts 48 NGOs plus the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (PA IV).

„For they know not what they do – a critical look at peacebuilding today“ was
the title of a controversial debate that followed in the second half of the mee-
ting. This month’s Focus article highlights some of the issues discussed during
this debate between Laurent Goetschel (swisspeace), Roland Salvisberg (FDFA,
PA IV) and Cécile Bühlmann (cfd). 13.05.2009

First Roundtable on the Great Lakes Region
The KOFF Roundtable on the Great Lakes Region of Africa, launched on 14 May,
met with great interest. The main focus of the event, which was held in French,
was the address of an expert on human rights and internally displaced persons
(IDPs) in the Eastern Congo. Despite the joint Rwanda and DRC military operation
against armed rebels and the arrest of Laurent Nkunda, the human rights situa-
tion in the region has worsened. Various armed groups are continue to commit
massacres. Women and girls are subject to rape by regular soldiers, rebels and
civilians and suffer the consequences of sexual violence. Journalists, human
rights defenders, judges and lawyers are subject to intimidation. The number of
IDPs has increased to approximately 1.4 million and a ‘dramatic humanitarian
crisis’ is looming. It will only be possible to address the causes of the conflict –
impunity, the illegal exploitation of natural resources, gender inequality, instru-
mentalization of ethnic groups – through reform of the security sector and the
legal system as well as the development of mechanisms for the protection of
human rights, minorities and IDPs, and efforts to specifically combat sexual vio-
lence.

Since the Roundtable

followed Chatham

House Rule there are

no references to

specific organizations

or speakers.

mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/about/koff-members/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/about/koff-members/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/about/koff-steering-committee/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/about/koff-steering-committee/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/index.html
http://www.gcsp.ch/e/about/CHRule.htm
http://www.gcsp.ch/e/about/CHRule.htm
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Further information:

swisspeace Sandra Rubli
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Information on

disappeared family

members in Sri Lanka

 International Crisis

Group (ICG) has

published several

reports on the humani-

tarian and developmen-

tal challenges lying

ahead in the war-

affected north and

east of Sri Lanka

 KOFF Websites

Sri Lanka

In the second half of the Roundtable the 40-odd participants from the Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), NGOs, universities and the diaspora parti-
cipated in a lively discussion. It was proposed that the term „communities af-
fected by displacement“ be adopted, so that the focus is not just on IDPs but
also on the situation of the families who take IDPs into their homes and who in
many cases receive no humanitarian aid. One of the main causes for the conti-
nuing precariousness of the situation is impunity. Combating this would require a
stronger presence of the state in the eastern Congo, appropriate legislation and
its consistent application, as well as an increase in the share of the national
budget dedicated to the legal sector. 14.05.2009

KOFF Roundtable on the Role of the
International Community in Sri Lanka
On May 20, Alan Keenan, senior analyst of the International Crisis Group (ICG),
gave a talk at the KOFF roundtable on Sri Lanka on „Development, Democratiza-
tion and Devolution – the Role of the International Community“. He discussed
the controversies about how to tackle the crisis in the North of Sri Lanka and
compared this with lessons learnt from the development in the Eastern Province
of Sri Lankan after the government forces had taken over. He also outlined the
current dilemmas for the international community.

The subsequent discussion focused on three issues: the humanitarian situation,
a political solution and the question of accountability for war crimes. The huma-
nitarian situation is dramatic with about 280,000 displaced civilians. The situa-
tion in the camps where the government keeps all civilians from the former war
zones has been reported to be very severe. Family reunions are currently impos-
sible, because the identity of the registered civilians is not made public. The
government of Sri Lanka continues to restrict access to the camps for internatio-
nal organizations, including the International Committee of the Red Cross and
the United Nations.

The political solution of this conflict will need much longer attention, in particular
in view of the manifest positions of the different conflict parties. The Sri Lankan
government has discussed aspects of devolution, development and democrati-
zation, but without offering a comprehensive package that would satisfy Tamil
aspirations. More recently, the EU has emphasized that it considers an indepen-
dent investigation into the war crimes committed by both sides as important
step towards reconciliation.

Finally, the roundtable discussed broader implications of the military success of
the Sri Lankan government vis-à-vis the LTTE: Some observers worry about the
kind of message that this will offer to other countries in South Asia facing insur-
gencies and violent conflict and ask whether Sri Lanka’s way of fighting the LTTE
is a suitable template for countries, such as Pakistan, India or Nepal. 20.05.2009

Since the Roundtable

followed Chatham

House Rule there are

no references to

specific organizations

or speakers.

mailto:sandra.rubli@swisspeace.ch
mailto:christine.schenk@swisspeace.ch
http://www.redcross.ch/activities/international/news/news-de.php?newsid=1062
http://www.redcross.ch/activities/international/news/news-de.php?newsid=1062
http://www.redcross.ch/activities/international/news/news-de.php?newsid=1062
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=4459
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=4459
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=4459
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/sri-lanka/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/sri-lanka/index.html
http://www.gcsp.ch/e/about/CHRule.htm
http://www.gcsp.ch/e/about/CHRule.htm
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 International Crisis

Group: Nepal’s

Faltering Peace

Process

 nepalnews

Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx

 swisspeace:

Business & Peace

 PA IV: Business and

Human Rights

CDA: Corporate

Engagement Project

Center for Corporate

Responsibility and

Sustainability

United Nations Global

Compact for Swiss

Companies

Peace Process in Nepal: Switzerland’s Contribution
The implementation of the Nepalese peace agreement of November 2006 is
fraught with complexity – this insight got very clear in the course of the second
KOFF Roundtable on Nepal, which was attended by more than 30 participants.
Markus Heiniger, the Special Peace Adviser for Peace Building in Nepal of Political
Affairs Division IV (PA IV, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs), described the
process and the background of the most recent government crisis around the
leadership of the army, which resulted in the resignation of Prime Minister Push-
pa Kamal Dahal, known as Prachanda when he was leader of the rebel move-
ment and chairman of the Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist).

Switzerland, notably through the Swiss Agency for Development and Coopera-
tion (SDC), is working to alleviate the impact of this acute crisis, offering advice
and supporting the various parties in their attempts to deal with the long term
problems. This is being done in close cooperation with other bilateral donors, the
United Nations and above all various Nepalese organizations and experts who
support the peace process in Nepal. The on-going debate covers a number of
pressing challenges: the drafting of a new constitution; reform and democratiza-
tion of the national army, with the incorporation of the Maoist People’s Liberation
Army; the delicate question of establishing a Nepalese version of federalism;
and dealing with the human rights violations that occurred during the civil war
and under the authoritarian regime of the King. These are issues that require
much expertise, a highly effective local network and a great deal of sensitivity.
Switzerland’s approach is characterized by a step by step search for solutions,
taking local requirements and preferences into consideration. 27.05.2009

Getting it Right: Making Corporate-Community
Relations Work
On May 15, the swisspeace Business & Peace Programme co-organized two
book launch events with Luc Zandvliet, who is one of the authors of „Getting it
Right: Making Corporate-Community Relations Work“. The book by Luc Zandvliet
and Mary B. Anderson is a product of seven years of field research with over 60
international companies through the CDA Collaborative Learning Project’s Corpo-
rate Engagement Project (CEP). It is meant to offer practical experience to help
corporate managers ‘get it right’ with respect to interactions with local communi-
ties, so that they can combine effective production goals with positive impacts
within the local context.

The Business & Peace programme aimed to provide a platform for Zandvliet to
present the book as well as promote a wider discussion on the role of the private
sector working in conflict zones. In collaboration with the Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs’ Desk for Human Security and Business, the public lunch event
was held with a wide variety of actors from NGOs, international embassies and
the Swiss government. In the afternoon, swisspeace worked together with the

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/index.html
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=1265&l=1
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=1265&l=1
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=1265&l=1
http://nepalnews.com
mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peace-conflict-research/business-peace/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peace-conflict-research/business-peace/index.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/human/humri/humcon.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/human/humri/humcon.html
http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/project_profile.php?pid=CEP&pname=Corporate%20Engagement%20Project
http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/project_profile.php?pid=CEP&pname=Corporate%20Engagement%20Project
http://www.ccrs.uzh.ch/index.php
http://www.ccrs.uzh.ch/index.php
http://www.ccrs.uzh.ch/index.php
http://www.unglobalcompact.ch/Seiten/default.aspx
http://www.unglobalcompact.ch/Seiten/default.aspx
http://www.unglobalcompact.ch/Seiten/default.aspx
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swisspeace Annual

Report 2008

Goetschel, Laurent

and Tobias Hagmann:

Civilian peacebuilding:

peace by bureaucratic

means? (2009)

KOFF Websites

Focus

United Nations Global Compact for Swiss Companies and the Center for Corpo-
rate Responsibility and Sustainability at the University of Zurich to hold an event
which was geared specifically to Swiss companies as an audience.

Zandvliet presented some patterns he and his co-author had identified, that tend
to be reproduced in different settings which explain why even when good inten-
tions are present, the company may face dissatisfaction, opposition or even
violence from community members. For example, while activities can be neutral,
the impacts of a company on a community are, by definition, never neutral. In
order to prevent and predict company-community conflict, companies need to
not only put forth policies that acknowledge the community, but also be aware
of how such practices are implemented. Companies need to be aware that
sometimes the tangible benefits are not as relevant to the community’s satisfac-
tion as the basic feeling that the company cares about their opinion and is willing
to hear it. The how is equally, if not more, important than the what.

Both events enabled a dynamic discussion on how making company-community
relations a priority would be beneficial both to the security and sustainability of
the company and the livelihoods of the communities involved. 15.05.2009

swisspeace Annual Report 2008
The recently published Annual Report of swisspeace takes a look at the activities
of the Swiss Peace Foundation over the past year. The 20-year Jubilee of
swisspeace was celebrated with the publication of a Jubilee brochure and the
organization of various public events. Highlights of the year included the exten-
sion and further development of activities in the areas of Dealing with the Past
and Mediation. 15.05.2009

For They Know Not What They Do?
A Critical Look at Peacebuilding Today
Are we doing the right thing and are we doing it in the right way?
Peacebuilders know too little about the consequences of their actions
and often treat local partners more as implementers than as partici-
pants on an equal footing. These and other critical theses of swisspeace
Director Laurent Goetschel were the subject of a panel discussion in
which representatives of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA)
and of KOFF member organizations participated, in the framework of
the annual meeting of the latter in Bern. All participants were able to
agree at least on one thing: theorists and practitioners would benefit
from more frequent exchanges.

mailto:rina.alluri@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/annual_reports/JB_2007_EN.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/annual_reports/JB_2007_EN.pdf
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~content=a910409543~db=all~tab=content~order=page
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~content=a910409543~db=all~tab=content~order=page
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~content=a910409543~db=all~tab=content~order=page
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/about/koff-members/index.html
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Scarcely 20 years ago, peace was a politically controversial concept in many
parts of Western Europe. Except among peace researchers, it was considered an
utopian thought, if not a religious or communist ideology. Throughout the Cold
War period, peace, while much talked about and thought about, was little acted
upon, no doubt due to a lack of opportunity. The situation has changed conside-
rably, however, since the demise of the Iron Curtain. Peacebuilding is no longer
full of politically controversial connotations. Peace-related projects are now
commonplace.

Bureaucratic peace

At that point, the concept of peace got out of the heads and down on the feet,
according to swisspeace Director Laurent Goetschel. Among foreign ministries,
aid agencies and non governmental organizations (NGO), a downright main-
streaming of peacebuilding has taken place. But this process has also led to a
disturbing degree of bureaucratization. Instruments have been developed more
quickly than the awareness of their consequences. The competitive behavior of
peacebuilders undermines their own efforts.

Cécile Bühlmann, managing director of the feminist peace organization cfd, is
also concerned about an increasing technocratization of peacebuilding and the
mechanistic conceptions that guide it. Growing pressure to justify their actions is
making NGOs resort to ever more sophisticated measuring instruments in an
attempt to assess their performance. Both state and non-state actors are under
much pressure to produce tangible outcomes in very little time. This does not do
justice to the often long and painstaking processes involved.

In the opinion of Roland Salvisberg, Deputy Head of the Peace Policy Section of
Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA))
the increased room for maneuver since the end of the Cold War has had a positi-
ve impact on the practice of peacebuilding, which has continued to develop and
become more professional. Lessons have been learned from the various projects
and programs. PA IV also expects its partners to review their activities in terms of
relevance and impact as part of a permanent learning process. Statistics attest to
the wisdom of such efforts, as Salvisberg points out: in the past seven years only
five conflicts have ended with the victory of one of the contenders, while in 17
cases the solution to armed conflict has been through negotiation.

Political consequences of peacebuilding

„For they know not what they do“: in Goetschel’s view this dictum is equally
relevant to the political consequences of peacebuilding. Few Western actors know
how to assess the political impact their actions can have in the societies concer-
ned. There is also a lack of desire to question the consequences of one’s actions,
the assumption being that peacebuilding is by definition a legitimate and highly
regarded activity. Another problem is the way local partners are treated: they are
often considered mere instruments of policy implementation rather than partners
on an equal footing, Goetschel said. But according to Salvisberg, this statement
is not true for PA IV; the Division neither denies nor attempts to suppress the
political dimension of its actions. He pointed out that PA IV considers any activity
in a foreign context a political intervention. PA IV sees itself as a political actor

Report on KOFF

activities in 2008

(German/French)

cfd

PA IV

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Annual_Reports/KOFF_JB_2008_final.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Annual_Reports/KOFF_JB_2008_final.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Annual_Reports/KOFF_JB_2008_final.pdf
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
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swisspeace Christa Dold

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

operating in highly politicized contexts, and with political partners. The FDFA has
incorporated the Do no Harm principle. Furthermore, the PA IV approach is funda-
mentally demand-oriented and makes no attempt to impose a Swiss model.
Rather, the Swiss experience should foster thinking processes in order to find
better informed local solutions. In fact, the local parties involved are themselves
often unable to agree on the best approach to a solution. In many cases, the
needs of the most disadvantaged groups are not given due consideration.
Bühlmann of the cfd endorsed the view that even within the societies of the
South, ideas about peace and justice are by no means homogeneous. She also
rejected the idea that „cultural traditions“ can be a justification for failing to
combat discrimination or exclusion. In the experience of cfd, a segment of the
population – notably women – shares with cfd the idea of a positive peace in
the sense of Galtung and is engaged in its pursuit. One conspicuous result of
such efforts is UN Resolution 1325, which can by no means be dismissed as a
„Western product“. cfd works exclusively with local partners, providing support
both as a project partner and as a donor.

Head or feet first?
Bühlmann agreed with the assertion that not enough time is given to debating
fundamental ideas and principles. But according to her, this reflects the symp-
toms of a misguided development rather than its causes, i.e. the ever greater
pressure for the measurement and justification of results. Bühlmann would wel-
come a scientific examination of the influence on peacebuilding of such factors
as the strengthening of civil society, democracy and gender justice. Salvisberg
on the other hand stressed the importance of improving the integration of local
and regional actors, promoting local knowledge and responsibility. Research should
provide a critique and at the same time be a source of inspiration. An important
challenge is the improvement and implementation of such tools as Reflecting on
Peace Practice and Outcome Monitoring. In many ways, however, theory and
practice are two separated worlds, and insights from the one cannot be trans-
mitted directly to the other. This difficulty is also felt by Goetschel, who urges the
academia to deliver more viable inputs. At the same time, however, he feels
practitioners in the field must be proactive in feeding questions to researchers
and being ready to work with them. The experts present, both practitioners and
academics, seemed to agree on the need for more interface between their
respective activities. Cross fertilization is thus the order of the day. Or put
another way: action should inspire thought and, vice versa, the head the feet.

13.05.2009

mailto:christa.dold@swisspeace.ch
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
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GSoA

GSoA-Journal:

„Bundesrat verbietet

alle Waffenexporte in

die USA!“

Rule of Law in Armed

Conflict Projects

(RULAC)

News from Swiss NGOs
PBI Working Group Exploring the Protection
Needs of Human Rights Defenders in Africa
Peace Brigades International (PBI) is initiating a scoping process to explore the
protection needs of human rights defenders in Africa and the role that interna
tional accompaniment could play in meeting these needs. This initiative, which is
funded by the Swedish Fund of Amnesty International (AI), emerges after a year
of discussion between PBI and AI. The AI human rights defenders program based
in Kampala, Uganda, has identified a potential need for protective accompani-
ment in Africa, and encouraged PBI to assess this more carefully and consider
establishing a presence. The assessment will lay the groundwork for potential
future decisions by PBI to establish permanent field presences in selected Afri-
can countries, and will inform decisions by AI and other institutions regarding
strategies for protecting African defenders.

The assessment will be done by a volunteer working group of experts convened
by PBI. PBI Switzerland is supporting the establishment of this working group.
Starting work mid-June, it will look at the form and gravity of repression human
rights defenders face, the nature and importance of their efforts in improving
their country’s human rights situation, the capacity of the international communi-
ty to mount a protective response on their behalf and potential support net-
works. In a first step, the team will convene to consider which countries appear
to be the most in need of this kind of protective presence, and will prioritize a
smaller subset of countries for further research that will be completed by the
beginning of 2010. The Working Group will prepare a complete report for PBI and
AI as well as a second, more public report which will be distributed on the web
and directly sent to select institutions engaged and committed to the protection
of human rights defenders in Africa. 08.05.2009

GSoA Activities Concerning the
New War Material Ordinance
Under the pressure of the pending initiative „for a ban on the export of military
equipment“ the Federal Council last winter adapted the Ordinance on War Mate-
rial. Among other things, the revised ordinance prohibits any further exports to
states that „are involved in an internal or international armed conflict“.

Pakistan was the main recipient of Swiss weapons in 2008. According to the
„Rule of Law in Armed Conflict Project“ (RULAC), two internal armed conflicts
are currently taking place in Pakistan. The next most important customers – with
the exception of Saudi-Arabia – are all states involved in the conflicts in Afgha-
nistan or Iraq. National Councilor Jo Lang, who is a board member of the Group
for Switzerland without an Army (GSoA), has asked the Federal Council for clari-

mailto:lisa.huber@peacebrigades.ch
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacebrigades.org
http://www.peacebrigades.org.uk/fileadmin/user_files/groups/uk/files/Publications/pbi_25th_anniversary_publication.pdf
http://www.peacebrigades.org.uk/fileadmin/user_files/groups/uk/files/Publications/pbi_25th_anniversary_publication.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org
http://www.gsoa.ch/themen/kriegsmaterial-exporte/mitmachen/
http://gsoa.ch/gsoa/zeitung/138/bundesrat-verbietet-alle-waffenexporte-die-usa/
http://gsoa.ch/gsoa/zeitung/138/bundesrat-verbietet-alle-waffenexporte-die-usa/
http://gsoa.ch/gsoa/zeitung/138/bundesrat-verbietet-alle-waffenexporte-die-usa/
http://www.adh-geneva.ch/RULAC/
http://www.adh-geneva.ch/RULAC/
http://www.adh-geneva.ch/RULAC/
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Further information:

GSoA  Andreas Weibel

Interpeace: „Cyprus

2015“

fication on the proposed interpretation of the amended Ordinance. In its reply,
the Federal Department of Economic Affairs, as the responsible authority, said no
changes are planned in the authorization procedure, which is based on
Switzerland’s legal status as a neutral country. The GSoA claims that this argu-
ment is untenable from a legal point of view: the international law of neutrality
contains no definition of an armed conflict, and it exclusively concerns interna
tional as opposed to internal conflicts.

The GSoA continues to investigate the extent to which the ban on the export of
war material in countries with armed conflicts is applied. The Group expects to
learn more when the next export statistics for war material are published in July.

14.05.2009

Interpeace: „Cyprus 2015“ Goes Live
The Cyprus conflict remains one of the long-lasting unresolved issues of the
international community. Dozens of UN Security Council resolutions and conflict-
resolution efforts have addressed the Cyprus issue over the past four decades
but have proved unable to resolve the problem. With implementation by the
Joint Programme Unit for United Nations/Interpeace Initiatives (JPU) in partner-
ship with UNDP-ACT, Cyprus 2015 went live on 1 May.

The program has one clear goal – to re-engage all levels and sectors of both
communities in the peace process. Specific outcomes include: A better informed
public debate that relies on objective information; more fluid channels of com-
munication between the leadership and the general public; a better informed
policy-making process and improved trust and awareness within and across the
two communities. The project will make extensive use of a series of research
and dialogue tools to catalyze constructive dialogue between all groups.

The Cyprus 2015 program will be implemented by one inter-communal team
over the next 18 months. Made up of Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots, the
team is already working on this integrated program that has one clear, shared
goal. As always with the Interpeace approach, these teams are 100% local to
ensure that the solutions to the conflict are for Cypriots, developed by Cypriots
and not imposed from outside.

The initial invitation for the program came from the former Special Representati-
ve of the Secretary General of the United Nations, Michael Møller, and UNDP’s
Action for Cooperation and Trust program in Cyprus. The thorough consultation
process that followed confirmed that the Interpeace approach would add value
and could tackle some of the issues relating to Cyprus’ „frozen“ conflict which
dates back more than 45 years. 01.05.2009

mailto:andi@gsoa.ch
http://www.interpeace.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=50&Itemid=117
http://www.interpeace.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=50&Itemid=117
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Further information:

IFF Peter Hänni

IFF

Durban Review

Conference

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Institute of Federalism Participates in Discussion
on Creation of a Palestinian State
The Institute of Federalism (IFF) of the law faculty of the University of Fribourg
contributed its know-how at two international conferences designed to assist
Palestinians in the creation of a constitutional state.

Whereas at the first conference on 25 - 27 January in Limassol, Cyprus, the focus
was on the term of office of President Abbas in the context of the creation of a
Palestinian constitution, the second conference in Cairo 11/12 January looked at
the question of whether or not the law on the creation of a constitutional court
can withstand critical analysis.

Both conferences were organized by Musawa, an NGO dedicated to the princip-
le of the rule of law, which has the support of the EU.

The IFF was represented at both conferences by Eva Maria Belser and Peter
Hänni, whose expert opinions on these questions are summarized on the IFF
website. 26.05.2009

Durban Review Conference Against Racism
The Outcome Document of this year’s Review Conference     to the World Confe-
rence Against Racism in Durban was adopted, by consensus, by 182 States. The
document makes an unmistakable appeal for commitment to combating racism,
racial discrimination and xenophobia and contains various elements which
Switzerland regards as particularly important. Thus it underlines the importance
of the role of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination and of measures for the implementation of existing norms.
In particular it sees freedom of expression as playing a central role in combating
discrimination of all kinds, helping to promote new ideas and ways of thinking.
The document also recognizes the need for taking steps to more effectively
combat discrimination against women and children as well as many other forms
of serious discrimination. And it addresses the problem of racism aimed at immi-
grants, asylum seekers and refugees. The most controversial subjects discussed,
such as the situation in the Middle East and the „defamation of religions“ as a
form of restriction on the freedom of opinion, were dropped from the final docu-
ment after lengthy negotiations. The text again contains a reference to the com-
memoration of the Holocaust and underlines the role which freedom of expres-
sion, democracy, information networks, human rights education and a competent,
independent and impartial system of justice play in combating racism.

The Durban Review Conference Against Racism was held in Geneva from 20 to
24 April. The Head of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), Federal
Councilor Micheline Calmy-Rey, led the Swiss delegation. In explaining the posi-

mailto:peter.haenni@unifr.ch
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=448&lang=1
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/sessions.shtml
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/sessions.shtml
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Speech Thomas
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PA IV Human Security

PA IV  Business and

Human Rights

Red Flag Guidelines

Fafo: The New Security

Programme

International Alert:

Economy and Peace

Further information:

FDFA Daniela Kohler,

Trainee Human Security

and Business Desk

tion of Switzerland she underlined the fact that the document contains a number
of principles that are important to the Confederation. In her view the adoption of
the Outcome Document by consensus is proof that those who argued for the
international community’s commitment to combating racism, racial discriminati-
on and xenophobia represent the majority opinion. 24.04.2009

International Conference on Business in Conflict
The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) - represented by Thomas
Greminger, Head of Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV), Human Security, and its
Human Security and Business desk – held two conferences on business and
conflict (Zurich, April 30). The public event in the morning „Red Flags: Corporate
Respect for Human Rights in High Risk Zones“ was lead by Fafo and Interna-
tional Alert, who developed and recently launched the Red Flags guidelines.
These guidelines point to nine activities which should raise a ‘red flag’, warning
companies of possible legal risks, and the need for urgent action. Since the Red
Flags are based on international law and court cases, they can create real legal
liabilities. They represent mandatory, minimum standards for all companies ope-
rating in high-risk zones. Beside this clear benefit for companies and their due
diligence obligations, they should also act as triggers for governments to switch
into a pro-active mode and to implement existing international law.

The afternoon meeting was hosted by the FDFA and brought together a group of
experts concerned with business and conflict. It was attended by representati-
ves of the conflict and human rights community, international organizations, aca-
demia and governments. The informal discussion was structured around two
main objectives: firstly to get an in-depth update on the business and conflict
discourse and the expectations faced by governments, corporations and civil
society. Secondly to concentrate on recent challenges and possibilities of advan-
cing the agenda. Two important conclusions were reached. There is a need for
greater clarity in the many existing tools and a need for clear guidance. Busines-
ses require not only warnings such as the Red Flags, but also explicit and realiz-
able guidelines on how they should operate in high risk zones – so called Green
Flags. This fits in well with a recent project initiative of PA IV and its Human
Security and Business desk, and with the work of the Special Representative of
the UN Secretary-General on business and human rights John Ruggie and its
framework, which has already helped to making human rights more understan-
dable and achievable for companies. 30.04.2009

mailto:mirko.giulietti@eda.admin.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2009/Speech_Ambassador_Thomas_Greminger_Fafo_Event_2009-04-30.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2009/Speech_Ambassador_Thomas_Greminger_Fafo_Event_2009-04-30.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/sec/humsec.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/human/humri/humcon.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/human/humri/humcon.html
http://www.redflags.info/
http://www.fafo.no/nsp/index.htm
http://www.fafo.no/nsp/index.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/peace_and_economy/index.php
http://www.international-alert.org/peace_and_economy/index.php
mailto:daniela.kohler@eda.admin.ch
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Berghof
Berghof issued its Report No. 17:     Resistance/Liberation Movements in Transi-
tion on the role of insurgency movements in conflict waging and transforma-
tion to peace and democracy. It presents comparative findings from South
Africa, Colombia, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Aceh and Northern Ireland, providing in-
sight into the decision making, practices and impacts on conflict and post-war
reconstruction of resistance and liberation movements. Order.
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Further information:

FDFA Murezi Michael

MSP Simon Mason

MSP

ETH-CSS

PA IV

DCAF

DCAF mediation course

CIIAN

Peacemaker

UN DDR

International Partner Organizations

News from ten

international KOFF partner

organizations.

Security and Mediation: Training for DCAF
The security of people affected by war is one of the main preoccupations of a
peace process. Efforts to control the violence often begin with a brief ceasefire,
eventually leading to an armistice, the demobilization of the combatants and
their reintegration as part of a reform of the entire security sector.

The Mediation Support Project, a joint venture of swisspeace and the Centre for
Security Studies (CSS) of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology of Zurich (ETHZ),
in collaboration with Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV, Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs (FDFA)) organized a seminar devoted to mediation and the secu-
rity-related components of peace negotiations for the Geneva Centre for the
Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF). The seminar held in Einsiedeln
4 - 11 May was attended by 22 DCAF experts, all of whom have in the past
participated in the implementation of peace agreements and are destined for
future deployment as security experts in international mediation teams.

In the first part of the seminar the participants discussed the Disarmament, De-
mobilization and Reintegration program (DDR) with the head of the UN Media-
tion Support Unit, Kelvin Ong, and with Jeremy Brickhill, an independent security
expert. FDFA mediation expert Julian Hottinger, and Lt. Gen. (Rtd.) Lazaro
Sumbeiywo, former head of the Kenyan Army and a mediator in the Sudanese
North-South peace process, talked about various factors that influence peace
negotiations such as power and wealth sharing. Sustainable security depends
on successful political and social transformation, was the general conclusion.

Hottinger and Benjamin Hoffman, President of the Canadian International Institu-
te of Applied Negotiation (CIIAN), then turned the participants’ attention to me-
diation techniques and process design, in an effort to make clear the complexity
of mediation procedures. The realization that there is no such thing as „One-
Size-Fits-All“ is the first step in a planning process that takes into consideration
the requirements of a particular context and of the parties concerned. The unpre-
dictability of mediation processes was also touched on with the help of role-
playing sessions. What remains for the participants is to learn to put their new
knowledge to work in real life situations. 11.05.2009

http://www.berghof-center.org/std_page.php?LANG=e&id=183&parent=10
mailto:order@berghof-center.org
mailto:murezi.michael@eda.admin.ch
mailto:mason@sipo.gess.ethz.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.html
http://www.css.ethz.ch/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.peacemediation.ch/dcaf
http://www.ciian.org/
http://www.peacemaker.unlb.org
http://www.unddr.org/
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo KOFF has organized five training courses on specific aspects of civil peacebuil-
ding for 2009: Reflecting on Peace Practice (RPP), Dealing with the Past in Post-
Conflict Societies, Do No Harm, Evaluating Peacebuilding Projects (Parts 1 and
2). For the KOFF training on RPP, 11 - 12 June, there are still two places avai-
lable. Registration.

SWISSAID has organized a Symposium on the extraction of natural resources
for 9 June in Zurich‘s World Trade Center. Discussion will focus on the new
global „Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative“ (EITI), the aim of which is
to promote greater transparency for local populations and companies with re-
gard to the utilization of natural resources. Registration and information.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.

International Alert
International Alert launched a new publication series, part of the project
„Strengthening the Economic Dimensions of Peacebuilding“.     This collection
of four case studies illustrates the wide range of economic conflict causes,
impacts and needs, as well as responses to them in different contexts. Each
case study provides a ‘snapshot’ of particular economic peacebuilding priori-
ties. Summary and recommendations. 

This year International Alert will be calling on the international community to
reform the system of overseas development aid, in order to maximize its
impact and reduce unintended harm it can cause to conflict affected areas.
Contact Chris Underwood. International Alert: Aid Effectiveness.

Collaborative Development Action (CDA)
CDA collaborators Diana Chigas and Peter Woodrow recently published „Envi-
sioning and Pursuing Peace Writ Large“, a response to Simon Fischer’s and
Lada Zimina’s article in „Peacebuilding at a Crossroads? Dilemmas and Paths
for Another Generation“, Berghof Handbook for Conflict Transformation – Dia-
logue Series No. 7.

Conciliation Resources
A new report     by Conciliation Resources looks at the current fragile security
situation in border areas of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and
Southern Sudan affected by the Lord’s Resistance Army’s violence. „After Ope-
ration Lightning Thunder: protecting communities and building peace“     reviews
the recent failed military operation by Uganda, Sudan and DRC and calls for
more responsible and effective measures to keep local communities safe and
to end the conflict.

Akademie für

Konflikttransformation

Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

GTZ

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2009/KOFF_Trainings_2009.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2009/KOFF_Trainings_2009.pdf
http://www.swissaid.ch/wDeutsch/news_service/veranstaltungen/erdoel-symposium_ankuendigung.php
http://www.swissaid.ch/wDeutsch/news_service/veranstaltungen/veranstaltung.php
http://www.international-alert.org/peace_and_economy/index22.php?t=3
http://www.international-alert.org/peace_and_economy/LEO_Ex_Sum.pdf
mailto:cunderwood@international-alert.org
http://www.international-alert.org/Aid_effectiveness/index.php
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/std_page.php?LANG=e&id=253&parent=5
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/uganda/documents/After_Operation_Lightning_Thunder_29April09_lores.pdf
http://www.forumzfd.de/akademie.html
http://www.forumzfd.de/akademie.html
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
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Facing Global Environ-

mental Change. Environ-

mental, Human, Energy,

Food, Health and Water

Security Concepts (2009)

Following the annual general meeting of the Palmyrah Association, a lecture
on „everyday life of families in eastern Sri Lanka“ is scheduled to take place
9 June, 20 - 21.30h, at the French Church in Bern. The lecture, which includes
an introduction to the current political situation in Sri Lanka, will be followed
by a discussion.

Interactive Problem-Solving (IPS) methodology, as developed by Herbert
C. Kelman, is an approach to the solution of intercommunal and international
conflict. A workshop conducted by Herbert Kelman and Donna Hicks on 17/18
July will train adept participants in IPS concepts and their implementation.

The second Caux Forum for Human Security, 17 - 22 July, offers a platform for
exchanges between all who are committed to the cause of peace and human
security around the world. Furthermore at its „Tools for Change“ conference,
9-15 August, CAUX is offering a series of courses relevant to peacebuilding.
CAUX Agenda 2009.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publications
Combating Global Environmental Change
Climate change, advancing desertification, water scarcity, population growth and
urbanization are the new security risks facing humanity in the 21st century. These
risks are not only threatening in themselves, they also have the potential for
creating violent conflicts. The challenges and the question of how to combat
them are the subject of Volume 4 of the Hexagon Series on Human and Environ-
mental Security and Peace, entitled „Facing Global Environmental Change. Envi-
ronmental, Human, Energy, Food, Health and Water Security Concepts“. Its 100
chapters contain contributions from 132 authors from 49 countries, providing an
analysis of the global debate on security concepts in relation to the environment,
energy supply, food, livelihood, health, water and gender.

The authors suggest a new research program in an effort to move from know-
ledge to action, from reactive to proactive policies and towards the exploration
of a possible new peace policy based on environmental cooperation.

swisspeace CEO Heinz Krummenacher is co-author and co-editor of this volume,
which by virtue of its exhaustive nature and its correspondingly high price is
above all intended for researchers, libraries, institutes and international organi-
zations. 13.05.2009

http://www.springer.com/environment/book/978-3-540-68487-9
http://www.springer.com/environment/book/978-3-540-68487-9
http://www.springer.com/environment/book/978-3-540-68487-9
http://www.refbejuso.ch/agenda.html?load=2014&s=czowOiIiOw%3D%3D
http://www.iicp.ch/files/IPS%20description.pdf
http://www.caux.ch/de/2009#forum
http://www.caux.ch/sites/all/files/tools_2009_en.pdf
http://www.caux.ch/de/2009


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 78  15

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

 Caritas: Resource

Kits for Peace Builders

PublisherPublisherPublisherPublisherPublisher: Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) / swisspeace

AddressAddressAddressAddressAddress: Sonnenbergstrasse 17, CH - 3000 Bern 7

Tel: +41 (0)31 330 12 12; Fax: +41 (0)31 330 12 13

EditingEditingEditingEditingEdit ing: Christa Dold

TTTTTranslat ion:ranslat ion:ranslat ion:ranslat ion:ranslat ion: Eric Edgell-Grimley

Publication datesPublication datesPublication datesPublication datesPublication dates: The KOFF Newsletter appears in German, English and French on the first day of every month (except

August 1 and January 1). The newsletter is distributed electronically.

KOFF is a swisspeace program. It is sponsored jointly by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and the following
Swiss NGOs:
• Alliance Sud • APRED • BAHA’I • Brücke Le pont • Caritas Switzerland • Caux - Initiativs of Change  • cfd • CIMERA •
Common Cause Switzerland •DCAF • Eirene Switzerland • Fondation  Hirondelle • Forum für Friedenserziehung •  Geneva
Call • Green Cross Switzerland • GSoA • HEKS • Helvetas • IICP • Intercooperation • International Association for Human
Values • Interpeace • Interteam • LIPS • Media21• Medico International Schweiz • Medienhilfe • mission 21 • MIVA
Switzerland • Palmyrah • Peace Brigades International • Peace Watch Switzerland • PeaceWomen Across the Globe •
Pestalozzi Children’s Foundation • Quaker United Nations Office • Schweizerischer Friedensrat • Schweizerischer Katholischer
Frauenbund • Schweizerisches Arbeiterhilfswerk • Service Civil International Schweiz • Society for Threatened Peoples •
Swissaid • Swiss  Academy for Development • Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund • Swiss Red Cross • Swiss Refugee Council • terre
des hommes Switzerland • Women for Peace Switzerland • World  Vision Switzerland
 

Web Tip
Training Material for Civil Peacebuilding
A few weeks ago, Caritas launched a Web Toolkit for Trainers in the field of civil
peacebuilding. It offers a wide range of background information and didactic tips
on the three main topics Negotiation, Nonviolence and Integration/Conflict Sen-
sitivity.

The various elements are linked in such a way as to facilitate the organization of
whole workshops. Above all, the site is an aid for the preparation of topical
modules. On the subject of Nonviolence, for example, more than 20 different
group activities are proposed. Methodical tools for the transmission of Do no
Harm Frameworks will be found alongside a comprehensive training manual on
conflict analysis. The many contributions of practitioners and academics are fre-
ely accessible. The site is equally suitable as a source of ideas for trainers and as
a course of study for inquisitive minds. 20.05.2009

http://peacebuilding.caritas.org/index.php/Home
http://peacebuilding.caritas.org/index.php/Home
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:christa.dold@swisspeace.ch
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
http://www.eda.admin.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch
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http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.caux.ch/de/home
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http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
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