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GTZ in Colombia

KOFF Conflict

Sensitivity Websites

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

KOFF Advises Cercapaz in Colombia
At the beginning of July Cordula Reimann of KOFF/swisspeace conducted a work-
shop and provided individual consultations in collaboration with the firm of con-
sultants „Organization Development Culture & Politics“ (odcp consult) in Colom-
bia on a mandate from GTZ. The main subject was gender and peacebuilding as
well as the current debate on peacebuilding in Colombia. The target audience
consisted mainly of staff, multipliers and trainers from the Cercapaz program
which is financed by GTZ. The focus of the discussions was the application of
various analytical concepts and instruments of conflict sensitivity and peacebuil-
ding, together with the lessons learned in the sensitive field of patriarchal vio-
lence structures, the outlook for social change and gender equality. 07.07.2009

Decade of Roma

Inclusion 2005-2015

Pestalozzi in

Macedonia

KOFF Websites

Southeast Europe

Further information:

KOFF Christian Gebhart

Gender Sensitive Work with Roma in Southeast Europe
In view of the double disadvantage which Roma women face, as part of an
ethnic minority and as victims of gender specific discrimination, KOFF organized
a Southeast Europe Roundtable on 3 July on the subject of „Cultural Identity &
the Gender Dimension in the Romani Community of Macedonia“. Azbija
Memedova, country coordinator in Macedonia of the Pestalozzi Children’s Foun-
dation and Director of the Roma Centre Skopje reported on her experiences and
offered assessments. Lack of public representation of Roma, poor funding for
women’s NGOs and the weak implementation of the „Decade of Roma Inclu-
sion“ commitments by the government contribute to sustained poor social con-
ditions for Roma, women in particular. Memedova recommended that the actors
focus on creating space for individual self-determination, rather than on attemp-
ting to undermine the traditional patriarchal value system. It is important to redu-
ce the dependency of the NGOs, so that programs are prepared with and not just
for Roma. Thought also needs to be given to the difference between Roma
culture and the culture of poverty. An approach based on human rights is essen-
tial to avoid strengthening existing prejudices. Thus „Roma education“ points to
a Roma problem, not an education problem. The participants discussed their
experiences in a self-critical manner, notably with regard to the identification of
local partners when faced with challenging circumstances. 03.07.2009

http://www.gtz.de/de/aktuell/636.htm
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.odcpconsult.com/index_en.php
http://www.cercapaz.org/index.shtml
http://www.romadecade.org/
http://www.romadecade.org/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/en/international/south-eastern-europe/macedonia.html
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/en/international/south-eastern-europe/macedonia.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/south-eastern-europe/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/south-eastern-europe/index.html
mailto:christian.gebhart@swisspeace.ch
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KOFF Websites

Israel/Palestine

Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx
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KOFF Conflict

Sensitivity Websites

Intercooperation:

Pakistan Livelihood

Program

SDC: Pakistan

Since the Roundtable

followed Chatham House

Rule there are no refe-

rences to specific organi-

zations or speakers.

Conflict-Sensitive Program Management in Pakistan
Heavy fighting has been continuing between government troops and groups of
Taliban in the Swat administrative district of Pakistan’s North-West Frontier Pro-
vince (NWFP). Surrounding districts have also been affected by the war. There
has been an upsurge in violence, bombings and other types of destruction as
well as kidnappings. Around 2.6 million people have been displaced. In such
difficult circumstances Conflict-Sensitive Program Management (CSPM) is incre-
asingly important to help development cooperation actors meet the needs of the
local population as well as of their own collaborators.

It is in this context that KOFF organized a debate on the challenges facing CSPM
on 7 July. It was illustrated by the example of an Intercooperation livelihood
program in the NWFP that is financed by the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC). Arjumand Nizami and Pierre-Yves Suter of the Intercoopera-
tion team in Pakistan made a detailed presentation on the impact the precarious
situation has had on their daily routine and the need to take conflict factors into
consideration when planning and implementing the program, constantly adap-
ting to rapidly changing circumstances. Even with continuous conflict analysis
the difficulty of estimating the impact of one’s own efforts is a constant challen-
ge. The central task of cooperation with local partners is also proving more diffi-
cult than in peaceful regions, as the conflict-sensitive selection of partners is
equally important as ensuring their security. 07.07.2009

Cooperation in Conflict Areas Between Media,
Diplomats, and Humanitarian Organizations
The KOFF Roundtable on Israel/Palestine focused on cooperation between the
media, diplomats and humanitarian organizations during and after the most re-
cent escalation of violence in Gaza. A media representative with many years of
experience in the area spoke of the challenges facing reporters and efforts to
cooperate with humanitarian and diplomatic actors. The Israeli „information war“
during the military assault was so overwhelming that external actors should
have an interest in closer collaboration in order to address this challenge.

On the basis of concrete examples reported in the Swiss media, the participants
discussed possible ways to ensure that the public is made more aware of the
humanitarian and diplomatic concerns. The provocative assertion that Swiss di-
plomatic and humanitarian actors were, in contrast with the ICRC and others,
neither present during nor after the war resulted in a lively discussion. The ques-
tions debated included the following: Whose responsibility is it to ensure that the
public is informed about Israel’s blockade policy, which has to date prevented all
efforts at reconstruction in Gaza? What preparations should be made by the
various organizations to ensure better communications in a similar crisis situa-
tion? Finally, the 20-odd participants discussed the difficulties that need to be
overcome within their own organizations to ensure a conscious and coherent
effort to achieve better cooperation between the Swiss media, federal offices
and relief organizations. 09.07.2009

Further information:

KOFF Roland Dittli

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/israelpalestine/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/israelpalestine/index.html
mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html
http://www.intercooperation.ch/projects/p182
http://www.intercooperation.ch/projects/p182
http://www.intercooperation.ch/projects/p182
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Laender/Suedasien_Himalaja/Pakistan
http://www.gcsp.ch/e/about/CHRule.htm
http://www.gcsp.ch/e/about/CHRule.htm
mailto:roland.dittli@swisspeace.ch
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Improving Good Governance and
Mediation Skills of Afghan Leaders
The Mediation Support Project MSP  (swisspeace/Center of Security Studies, Swiss
Federal Institute of Technology Zurich) contributed to the successful implementa-
tion of a capacity building project for Afghan decision-makers in Berlin. MSP
helped shape the course curriculum, the main objective being to improve the
participants’ understanding of good governance and mediation skills. In order to
promote a horizontal and participative decision-making culture, the project brings
together leaders from both the state administration and civil society. Together
they study methods of conflict management and the building of transparent struc-
tures. Financing is provided by the German Foreign Ministry and the project is run
by the Humboldt-Viadrina School of Governance in cooperation with the Institute
for Conflict Management of the European University Viadrina Frankfurt. 07.07.2009
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European University

Viadrina

Humboldt-Viadrina

School of Governance

Press Release (German)

Further information:

swisspeace / MSP

Matthias Siegfried

http://www.swisspeace.ch/mediation
http://www.euv-frankfurt-o.de/de/forschung/institut/institut_ikm/index.html
http://www.euv-frankfurt-o.de/de/forschung/institut/institut_ikm/index.html
http://www.governance-school.de
http://www.governance-school.de
http://www.governance-school.de/service/presse/pressemitteilungen/pm-afghanistan/
mailto:siegfriedm@un.org
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Report by

UN-Secretary-General

on UNSCR 1820

Resolution 1820

Resolution 1325 

UNIFEM Presentation

on UNSCR 1820

Press Release: Preven-

ting Wartime Rape from

Becoming a Peacetime

Reality

UN-Action against

Sexual Violence in

Conflict

Preliminary Recommen-

dations for Mediation

Processes

Soldiers Who Rape,

Commanders Who

Condone (HRW 2009)

KOFF Gender and

Peacebuilding

Websites

Focus

One Year On from UN Resolution 1820:
Rhetoric and Political Reality
From the former Yugoslavia to East Timor sexual violence has been and
continues to be used as a weapon of war in countless conflicts. In the
context of war it has always been a way of demonstrating power, glori-
fying the image of masculinity. One year ago the United Nations Secu-
rity Council adopted Resolution 1820 (hereafter: 1820) in which sexual
violence in the context of war is described as a „threat to world peace
and international security“. This article looks at 1820 in relation to Re-
solution 1325 and the implementation strategy formulated by the UN.

„This world body now acknowledges that sexual violence in conflict zones is
indeed a security concern. We affirm that sexual violence profoundly affects not
only the health and safety of women, but the economic and social stability of
their nations“, Condoleezza Rice told the Security Council on 19 June 2008,
shortly before it formally adopted Resolution 1820. It was the first time in its
history that the supreme organ of the United Nations condemned the use of
sexual violence as a tactic of warfare, observing that „rape and other forms of
sexual violence can constitute war crimes, crimes against humanity or a consti-
tutive act with respect to genocide“. One year later in his report to the Security
Council the UN Secretary-General stressed the importance of peace negotiations
as a starting point for bringing the cycle of sexual violence and impunity to an
end and preventing rape as a tactic of warfare from becoming a reality in the
post-conflict context.

Rhetoric: clear demands and instruments

Like UN Security Council Resolution 1325, 1820 also bears the label „Women,
Peace and Security“, although it focuses mainly on sexual violence in war. Whe-
reas 1325 merely calls for greater inclusion of women in all conflict transforma-
tion and peacebuilding fora, without going into further detail, 1820 calls for the
participation of men and women on an equal footing. Like 1325, 1820 puts
particular emphasis on the need to combat impunity with regard to sexual vio-
lence. Thus for example 1820 stresses the need for the exclusion of crimes of
sexual violence from amnesty provisions in the context of conflict resolution
processes and calls upon UN member states to prosecute the persons respon-
sible. Other key demands concern the training and supervision of security forces,
the enforcement of a policy of zero tolerance for UN peacekeeping troops, and
greater coordination between the various UN organs and civil society organiza-
tions. The language of the resolution is itself very concise and not only explicitly
mentions the Rome Statute as the basis for the International Criminal Court, but
also the possibility of adopting country specific sanctions. Whereas 1325 does
not provide details with regard to either criteria or instruments, 1820 makes clear
the need for a monitoring system and calls for a thorough compilation of data on
sexual violence.

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/sgrep09.htm
http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/sgrep09.htm
http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/sgrep09.htm
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2008/sc9364.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/events/res_1325e.pdf
http://www.womenwarpeace.org/webfm_send/1657
http://www.womenwarpeace.org/webfm_send/1657
http://www.unifem.org/news_events/story_detail.php?StoryID=894
http://www.unifem.org/news_events/story_detail.php?StoryID=894
http://www.unifem.org/news_events/story_detail.php?StoryID=894
http://www.stoprapenow.org/index.html
http://www.stoprapenow.org/index.html
http://www.stoprapenow.org/index.html
http://www.unifem.org/attachments/events/preliminary_recommendations_for_mediation_processes.pdf
http://www.unifem.org/attachments/events/preliminary_recommendations_for_mediation_processes.pdf
http://www.unifem.org/attachments/events/preliminary_recommendations_for_mediation_processes.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/drc0709webwcover.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/drc0709webwcover.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/drc0709webwcover.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
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The reality: no visible improvement

The genesis of 1820 cannot be understood without reference to the conflict in the
African Great Lakes Region, where in the past decade – as the United Nations
Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) has observed – not only the frequency
but the systematic nature and brutality of sexual violence has acquired hitherto
unimaginable dimensions. The exasperation of the international community, faced
with growing evidence as to the extent of the atrocities and the need to react, is
one of the reasons that led to the adoption of 1820. One year on the situation in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) shows no sign of improvement
however. The latest report of Human Rights Watch (HRW) seems to indicate in-
deed that since the beginning of the year the number of rapes has been increa-
sing rather than decreasing. In many health centers the number of rape victims
has increased as much as three times over since the beginning of the military
operations in Kivu in January.

This situation underlines not only the challenge of successfully implementing UN
Security Council resolutions in highly complex local contexts of violence but also
the fact that the urgently needed political will is still lacking, which is a critical
reason why neither 1820 nor 1325 are being implemented specifically in the DRC.
The peace agreement of March 2009 between the Congrès National pour la Dé-
fense du Peuple (CNDP) and the government was concluded without the partici-
pation of women and includes a sweeping amnesty clause for the perpetrators of
gender specific violence.

Outlook

In his report one year after the adoption of 1820 UN Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon views impunity as the main problem facing efforts to combat sexual
violence. There is also a failure to address this issue in a meaningful way in peace
negotiations, which is reflected in the high incidence of rape by former comba-
tants and civilians once hostilities have ceased. The report argues that legal measu-
res against sexual violence must be taken, and reparations defined, during nego-
tiations for peace. Above all the question of sexual violence must be addressed
specifically in the negotiations, prior to any ceasefire agreement, and must have
the same priority as any other international crime. Furthermore the peace treaty
must make allowance for financial reparations for victims including for their treat-
ment and reintegration. The United Nations is creating a centre of expertise on
sexual violence that will prepare information on good practices and instructions
for the representatives of international organizations as well as mediation and
peacebuilding experts responsible for the implementation of Resolutions 1325
and 1820.

In conclusion it can be noted that 1820 goes beyond 1325 with regard to sexual
violence and is more concrete and precise with regard to a number of political
requirements. Its exclusive focus on sexual violence is without precedent in the
history of the United Nations. That the „myths“ which allow crimes of sexual
violence to be belittled or even excused on the grounds that they are ritual male
behavior are viewed as just that, myths, opens the way for a long overdue poli-
tical discussion on the causes of sexual violence and how to combat it, and not
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Further information:

KOFF Rahel Fischer

KOFF Cordula Reimann

Green Cross Switzerland

Water Program

News from Swiss NGOs

just in the context of violent conflicts.

In view of the power politics of national states within the UN System, and the
setting of priorities in the context of international security policy, the extent to
which the demands of 1820 are effectively met must be subject to a critical
assessment. 20.07.2009

Further information:

Green Cross Switzerland

Stephan Robinson

Needs-Based Water Management in the Middle East
Green Cross Switzerland’s „Water for Life and Peace“ program is helping to
reduce the impact of contaminated sites, increase access to clean water, and
with the help of mediation projects to prevent the outbreak of conflicts resulting
from water shortages.

The Middle East is an area where water resources are scarce, while demand
continues to grow. Access to water is one of the main factors that trigger conflict
between Israelis and Palestinians. It is against this background that Green Cross
and the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs provided support for a study of water
requirements launched in 2007.

The just distribution of water has long been a question of importance in relations
between states. The normal procedure is to assess the amount of water avail-
able and share it on the basis of agreed principles. The difficulty has always been
that of reaching agreement on these principles. The key to solving regional con-
flicts over water is thus water management of a kind that meets the needs of all
concerned. The current study for the first time assesses the basic requirements
of both Israelis and Palestinians, differentiated to human, ecological and other
components. It also contains proposals that would allow both sides to make
better use of the little water available.

In the context of this study Israeli and Palestinian experts agreed on definition of
the basic water requirement for drinking and hygiene as well as for social and
economic development that would permit a satisfactory standard of living. Once
this basic human requirement has been met priority must then be given to the
maintenance of minimum water levels in rivers and streams so as to prevent the
collapse of ecosystems.

This definition could provide the basis for a lasting solution to water conflicts
between the two parties. With this in mind, the study looks at four possible
development scenarios and makes recommendations for the avoidance of futu-
re water shortages. 24.08.2009

mailto:rahel.fischer@swisspeace.ch
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.greencross.ch
mailto:stephan.robinson@greencross.ch
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Further information:

APRED Christophe Barbey

Conference Program

APRED

Graines de Paix

FAGE (Fédération

Associative Genevoise)

Collectif pour la paix

et la non-violence

PeaceWomen

Across the Globe

The Importance of Peace in the New Geneva Constitution
Constitutions are among the most influential documents of the modern era. They
serve as a basis for legislation, enshrine shared values and define how these
values are to be put into practice. Although „peace“ is often mentioned, in most
cases there are no concrete implications.

At the instigation of, and in collaboration with other peace policy organizations,
the demilitarization association APRED, Grains de Paix, the Collectif pour la paix
et la non-violence and the Federation of Associations of Geneva (FAGE) are
making proposals to the constituent assembly that is to draft Geneva’s new
Constitution. They want peace to be defined as a human right, and states to be
obliged to publish reports on progress in peace efforts. The duties of the state
must include establishing peace and justice, helping to prevent conflicts and
reducing the deployment of weapons, with the state setting the example. Fur-
thermore the state should promote peace education and community service, and
support international peace efforts. A public meeting on the importance of peace
in the context of the new Geneva Constitution will take place on 21 September.
Participants will include human rights experts, representatives of the police and
of the educational system, Christiane Perregaux who is Co-President of the con-
stituent assembly, as well as peace researchers including Johan Galtung. 20.08.2009

PeaceWomen Across the Globe
Launches New Support Program
Members of the PeaceWomen Across the Globe (PWAG) network play an active
role in peace processes through interventions, approaches to conflict resolution,
mediation and consultations. Now in support of these members, particularly in
crisis situations, PWAG has launched a three-year program (2009-2012) entitled
„Redefining Peace – Women Lead the Way“. The program’s two main focuses
are „Women’s Advocacy for Peace & Justice“ and „Ecological Security & Envi-
ronmental Justice“.

The focal point Ecological Security & Environmental Justice acknowledges that
one of the factors that frequently trigger violent conflicts, of which women are
often victims, is the distribution of natural resources. PWAG wants to play an
active role here, taking advantage of the experiences of PeaceWomen in resour-
ce management and their awareness of the gender-specific impact of environ-
mental conflicts.

Against this background, an international group of 40 experts came together in
Taiwan and China this June. Environmental issues are particularly sensitive in
this region, which suffers notably from the leaching of soils as well as water and
air pollution. The purpose of the experts’ meetings, apart from the sessions with
PeaceWomen, was to link theory with practice in these areas. PWAG was also
co-sponsor of an international conference on „Alternative Development on Con-

mailto:Christophe.Barbey@apred.ch
http://www.graines-de-paix.org/fr/content/download/8816/103067/file/Soir%C3%A9e%20Consitution%20et%20paix%2021-9-09-Programme%20et%20orateurs%20au%2012.8.09.pdf
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.graines-de-paix.org
http://www.constitutiongenevoise.ch/spip.php?article26
http://www.constitutiongenevoise.ch/spip.php?article26
http://www.paix-nonviolence.ch
http://www.paix-nonviolence.ch
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
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Further information:

CAUX-Initiatives of

Change Philipp Thüler 

CAUX International

Conferences in 2009

Texts of Selected

Speeches

Podcasts of Selected

Speeches

Caux Forum for

Human Security

necting Ecology and Economics“ at the National Cheng Kung University in
Taiwan. This was followed by the „Alter-Globalization Interactive Workshop“ of
the Hao Ran Foundation, which included a three-day field program. PeaceWomen
from China, the USA, Mexico, Sudan and Spain subsequently embarked on a
two-week tour of various PWAG environmental projects in Northwest China.

18.08.2009

Further information:

PeaceWomen

Across the Globe

Maren Haartje

Caux Forum for Human Security
The second Caux Forum for Human Security was held 17-22 July in Caux
(Montreux), as part of the International Caux Conferences 2009 organized jointly
by Caux Initiatives of Change and Initiatives of Change International.

The aim was to look at human security from the widest possible perspective.
Each day was devoted to a special subject previously identified as a major threat
to human security such as the global economic crisis and climate change. Also
discussed were good governance and intercultural dialogue.

About 300 persons from 50 countries, active in a variety of sectors at various
levels, were in attendance during the five days. They participated in working
groups as well as panel discussions and above all tried to make new contacts,
discover new horizons and enjoy the relaxed atmosphere.

The Forum was declared open by Ambassador Thomas Greminger, Head of Poli-
tical Affairs Division IV (PA IV, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA)),
which helped to finance the event. Prince El Hassan bin Talal of Jordan gave the
keynote address at the opening ceremony in which among other things he called
for a more balanced approach to cooperation between the West and the Islamic
world.

The Forum also included regional working groups, with large delegations from
India and Pakistan which held daily meetings to discuss ways to improve rela-
tions between the two countries. Israelis and Palestinians formed another group.

Preparations are already being made for the third Caux Forum for Human Securi-
ty, scheduled for the beginning of July 2010. 14.08.2009

mailto:philipp.thueler@caux.ch
http://www.caux.ch/2009
http://www.caux.ch/2009
http://www.caux.ch/2009-speeches
http://www.caux.ch/2009-speeches
http://www.caux.ch/2009-podcasts
http://www.caux.ch/2009-podcasts
http://www.cauxforum.net
http://www.cauxforum.net
mailto:maren.haartje@1000peacewomen.org
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Further information:

PA IV Carol Mottet

PA IV: Peace and

Security

ECOWAS

African Union

Ecole de Maintien de

la Paix Alioune Blondin

Bey

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

Kimberley Prozess

Current Challenges

Facing the Kimberley

Process and the Depar-

ture of Ian Smillie

International Confe-

rence on the Great

Lakes Region

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Strengthening Civil Forces for Peace Support in Africa
Since 2007 Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Fo-
reign Affairs (FDFA) has been developing a concept for strengthening civil forces
in Africa in the framework of peace support operations (PSOs), specifically in the
context of peacebuilding in West and Central Africa. There is great demand in
this area and Switzerland with its considerable expertise in human security is
able to provide significant added value.

The Confederation has begun active cooperation with the Peacekeeping School
„Ecole de Maintien de la Paix Alioune Blondin Beye“ (EMP) in Bamako. This
cooperation resulted in an advanced training course in peacebuilding, offered for
the second time last June. The course was held with 25 participants from both
civil and military backgrounds who are due to be deployed in African PSOs. The
Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP) also contributed to the course. Since
May the FDFA has been making a civil instructor available to the EMP for the
purpose of expanding and developing civil PSO components in the school curri-
culum. Through this support for the Peacekeeping School, which works for the
military, civil and police components of the African Standby Force, Switzerland is
helping to strengthen the African structure within PSOs, notably with a view to
more effective civil-military integration.

In the same vein the FDFA has also begun collaboration with the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in an attempt to consolidate syner-
gies and complementarity in Africa, be it between centers of expertise such as
the EMP, regional organizations such as ECOWAS or the African Union. 20.07.2009

Regulating the Exploitation of Natural Resources –
Current Challenges
At the end of July Ian Smillie resigned his position with Partnership Africa Canada
(PAC), a project partner of the Human Security and Business Desk of Political
Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA). At
the same time Smillie also left the Kimberley Process (KP), which he helped to
create.

According to Smillie, there is a danger that the KP – a certification system for the
prevention of trade in conflict diamonds – will cease to be relevant. He no longer
believes that group pressure can ensure results via the KP, with governments
simply pretending the system is working.

The Human Security and Business Desk regrets the decision of Smillie, but plans
to continue its cooperation with the PAC. Partly because the criticism was widely
known, projects were developed which alongside KP sanctions mechanisms

mailto:carol.mottet@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec.html
http://www.ecowas.int/
http://www.africa-union.org/root/ua/index/index.htm
http://www.empbamako.org/
http://www.empbamako.org/
http://www.empbamako.org/
http://www.kimberleyprocess.com/
http://www.pacweb.org/index-e.php
http://www.pacweb.org/index-e.php
http://www.pacweb.org/index-e.php
http://www.icglr.org/
http://www.icglr.org/
http://www.icglr.org/
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Further information:

Desk Human Security and

Business Nils Rosemann

Further information:

PA IV Roland Salvisberg

PA IV

integrate human rights standards. This project approach is based on the belief
that only a well trained local civil society can change the national KP deficits. The
aim is to achieve better monitoring, an extension of the applicability of human
rights standards and cooperation with the diamond processing industry.

The lessons learned acquire particular importance in view of the ambitious initi-
ative of African states in the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region
(ICGLR). They have set themselves the objective of controlling their natural
resources and developing a system of certification. Since the expert meeting of
April 2009 this initiative is beginning to become reality. The ICGLR depends
however on international support, as well as the cooperation with the private
sector, for the preparation and implementation of such a system. The FDFA desk
will therefore make its project experiences available to the Kimberley Process. In
collaboration with the private sector it will provide support for the elaboration of
a regional system of certification at the project level, with reference to interna-
tional standards for employment, the environment and human rights.21.07.2009

From Combatants to Politicians –
Conflict Transformation in Aceh
The Swiss government has actively supported the peace process in Aceh since
2005, and the implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU),
signed in August 2005 in Helsinki, ending the 30-year old conflict between the
Indonesian government and the Free Aceh Movement (GAM).

The Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Af-
fairs (FDFA) together with the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) made an important
contribution to conflict transformation in Aceh. About 700 former GAM comba-
tants have so far attended the multi-level School for Democracy and Peace in
Aceh (SPDA). Here they are taught political science and learn about the functio-
ning of democratic systems, party management as well as the contents of the
MoU and the challenges it involves. Graduates have thus been able to involve
themselves with social and political problems at the community and district le-
vels. Many of them have played a leading part in the foundation of new political
parties – the idea of local parties is completely new to Indonesia – and have
stood as candidates for election to parliaments at the local, district and provin-
cial levels. A fair number of them were duly elected in the spring. Currently the
School for Democracy is focusing its attention on institutional support and prepa-
ring a large number of the newly elected members of parliament in Aceh for their
legislative duties. 24.08.2009

mailto:nils.rosemann@eda.admin.ch
mailto:roland.salvisberg@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home.html
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo International Alert
In view of the upcoming elections in 2010, the Advocates for a Peace Co-
venant, a group co-initiated by International Alert, drafted a covenant to en-
courage multi-partisan support for peace processes in the country based on
the principles of human rights and social justice. Numerous leading personali-
ties from Government, Religion and Civil Society have already signed the do-
cument.

Conciliation Resources
As part of its Accord     project     on Somali peace processes, Conciliation Resour-
ces has published a     summary report from a recent workshop in Nairobi. The
report examines internationally-led peace processes and grassroots reconcili-
ation, how to administer Mogadishu, legal frameworks, and keeping the peace.

„Out of the margins“, a new study published by Conciliation Resources and
its Georgian partners, documents the experience and lessons learned from a
two-year project trying to secure a political voice for internally displaced peo-
ple in Georgia.

Collaborative Development Action
The current CDA Newsletter reports about the development of new training
modules by the CDA Corporate Engagement Project. Subscribe to newsletter.

Academy for Conflict Transformation
The     Academy for Conflict Transformation of the Forum Civil Peace Service
offers numerous peacebuilding trainings, including an interactive course on
Gender in Conflict and Conflict Transformation from 7-9 September, conduc-
ted by Cordula Reimann (swisspeace).

International Partner Organizations

News from ten

international KOFF

partner organizations.

Akademie für

Konflikttransformation

Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

GTZ

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

http://www.international-alert.org/press/archive.php?id=303
http://www.international-alert.org/press/archive.php?id=303
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/somalia/index.php
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/somalia/events.php 
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/caucasus/documents/Georgia-securing_a_voice_forIDPs_report-hi-res%20web.pdf
http://cda.cmail1.com/t/y/l/kylyw/hliiyknk/t
http://cda.cmail1.com/t/y/l/kylyw/hliiyknk/t
mailto:eschechter@cdainc.com
http://www.forumzfd-akademie.de/files/va_media/nid2163.media_filename.pdf
http://www.forumzfd-akademie.de/de/node/1572
http://www.forumzfd.de/akademie.html
http://www.forumzfd.de/akademie.html
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo KOFF has organized five training courses on specific aspects of civil peace-
building for 2009: Reflecting on Peace Practice (RPP), Dealing with the Past in
Post-Conflict Societies, Do No Harm, Evaluating Peacebuilding Projects (Parts 1
and 2).

The swisspeace annual conference 2009 on „Rebels with a cause? Under-
standing and dealing with non-state armed groups during and after violent
conflicts“ will be held on 3 November in Bern.

„Ways out of the Crisis in Côte d’Ivoire: Challenges and Perspectives“ is the
title of a public lecture organized by swisspeace which will be held on
22 September, beginning 10.15h at swisspeace (in French). Dr. Alfred Babo
from the University of Buaké will speak about the situation in the country with
regard to the elections expected to be held on 30 November.

„Where Justice meets Peace“ is the subject of a seminar being held on
26 September, 9.30-17.00h, at Romero House in Lucerne. Guests will include
the Nobel Peace Prize laureate Adolfo Pérez Esquivel of Argentina and
Jonathan Sisson of KOFF/swisspeace. Registration is open to 18 September.

Between the International Day of Peace on 21 September and the International
Day of Non-Violence on 2 October, the „Collectif pour la paix et la non-vio-
lence“ organizes a series of events in French-speaking Switzerland. They
peak on the „Day of Peace Encounters“, where all 20 members arrange for
various public activities. PBI will hold an information session about its peace-
keeping missions abroad.

Caux-Initiatives of Change will hold a panel discussion about „Migration as a
Chance – the Role of the Diaspora in Peace and Reconciliation Processes“
with panelists from Sri Lanka, Kosovo, Burundi and Somalia. It will be held on
20 September, on 18.15h at the Rathaus Lucerne.

Peace Brigades International Switzerland is offering preparatory training prior
to deployment in Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico, Indonesia and Nepal
9-11 October in Solothurn. The training will be in German and French. There are
still vacancies.

The theme of this year’s Annual Conference     of the Political Affairs Division IV,
Human Security (Federal Department of Foreign Affairs) is „Dealing with the
Past“. The conference is being held at the Stade de Suisse in Bern on
15 October.

Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2009/KOFF_Trainings_2009.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/events/Annual_Conference_2009.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/news_dokumente/Resume_de_la_presentation_Berne.doc
http://www.romerohaus.ch/veranstaltungen.html?no_cache=1&tx_bmievents_pi1[showUid]=180102&tx_bmievents_pi1[startPage]=56&cHash=ce9d25bdb1
http://www.paix-nonviolen-ce.ch/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=36&Itemid=68
http://www.caux.ch/de/node/43742
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/de/aktuell/events/training-schweiz/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/recent/event.html
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Further information:

SDC Cristina Hoyos

3C Conference Report

3C Conference

G8 Declaration makes

reference to 3C Confe-

rence and Roadmap

Rita Schäfer: Frauen

und Kriege in Afrika.

Ein Beitrag zur

Gender-Forschung

Article by Rita

Schäfer„Männlichkeit

und Bürgerkriege in

Afrika“

Publications
Coherent, Coordinated, Complementary –
Final Report on the 3C Conference
The Swiss government as co-organizer of the conference on the 3Cs (coherence,
coordination, complementarity) in association with the Organisation for Econo-
mic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the United Nations, the World Bank
and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) has produced a final report on
the conference under the aegis of the Swiss Agency for Development and Coo-
peration (SDC). The conference focused on approaches for improving the effec-
tiveness of international efforts on behalf of fragile states. The report covers the
discussions of the plenary sessions as well as the country specific panels on
Afghanistan, Haiti, Liberia and Sudan. It also includes the 3C-Roadmap adopted
by the Conference and points out further measures to improve cooperation as
well as individual commitments of specific countries. Switzerland has presented
the Report in strategic meetings with the NATO, the UN, the World Bank and the
OECD. It is already being mentioned in important documents as a reference text,
and a number of countries have expressed an interest in the 3C approach. In the
next two years the countries in question and the international organizations
must take steps to implement the obligations accepted. 01.08.2009

African Civil War from the Gender Point of View
In her latest publication Rita Schäfer considers civil war and the anti-colonial
struggle in Africa from the gender point of view. Despite what the title „Women
and Wars in Africa“ leads one to expect, the author does not limit herself to the
situation of women, and indeed explicitly addresses the question of the gender
role of men. Thanks to a faithful rendering of the historical background, the book
manages to explore not only the complexity of each individual conflict but also
makes clear the historical dimension in the construction of gender identity.
Schäfer describes the social and cultural as well as the physical and sexual
strategy of humiliation of colonial times and draws parallels with the nature of
today’s culture of violence.

Her 15 country studies follow a standard pattern: a historical background follo-
wed by a chronology of war as it unfolds, peace negotiations, and the process of
transformation in a post-conflict context. Thanks to its clear structure this com-
prehensive work will make a handy reference book. 28.07.2009

mailto:cristina.hoyos@deza.admin.ch
http://www.3c-conference2009.ch/en/Home/The_Conference/media/3C_Conf_Report_v6.pdf
http://www.3c-conference2009.ch/
http://www.3c-conference2009.ch/en/Home/News/News_Detail?itemID=3880
http://www.3c-conference2009.ch/en/Home/News/News_Detail?itemID=3880
http://www.3c-conference2009.ch/en/Home/News/News_Detail?itemID=3880
http://www.frauen-und-kriege-afrika.de/
http://www.frauen-und-kriege-afrika.de/
http://www.frauen-und-kriege-afrika.de/
http://www.gtz.de/de/dokumente/de-maennlichkeit-und-buergerkriege-2009.pdf
http://www.gtz.de/de/dokumente/de-maennlichkeit-und-buergerkriege-2009.pdf
http://www.gtz.de/de/dokumente/de-maennlichkeit-und-buergerkriege-2009.pdf
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Digital Collection on Truth Commissions
The new version of the United States Institute of Peace (USIP) Digital Collection
on Truth Commissions went online, together with the completely redesigned
USIP website. The resource contains reports and information on the background
and results of truth commissions and commissions of inquiry worldwide. It al-
lows access to most legal documents establishing such commissions with signi-
ficantly more information than the old version.

Furthermore, the USIP website provides a myriad of other thematic and regional
resources, several freely accessible online magazines in the field of peacebuil-
ding, online access to the full texts of important peace agreements since 1989
and toolkits for practitioners. 01.08.2009

http://www.usip.org/resources-tools/latest?filter1=**ALL**&filter0=**ALL**&filter2=2222&filter3=**ALL**&filter4=
http://www.usip.org/resources-tools/latest?filter1=**ALL**&filter0=**ALL**&filter2=2222&filter3=**ALL**&filter4=
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:christa.dold@swisspeace.ch
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
http://www.eda.admin.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.caux.ch/de/home
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/index.php
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.greencross.ch/en/index.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/
http://www.iicp.ch/
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.wsp-international.org/
http://www.interteam.ch/start.htm
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://media21geneva.org/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch
http://www.mission-21.org
http://www.miva.ch/
http://www.miva.ch/
http://www.refbejuso.ch/content/showInfo.asp?InfoId=791
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.osar.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/

