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Further information:

KOFF Ursula Keller

swisspeace Anita Müller

KOFF-Website

on Nepal

Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx

KOFF-Websites

New Project Director at the Center for Peacebuilding
Since mid-February the management of KOFF is in new hands. Anita Müller,
director of the Centre for Peacebuilding for the past seven years, cedes her posi-
tion in order to take on new responsibilities in the swisspeace directorate. Her
successor, Ursula Keller, is an ethnologist with a focus on gender in conflicts. She
followed a professional career at the interface between development cooperati-
on and peacebuilding. She researched and worked in Yemen and was a member
of the international observation mission „Temporary International Presence in
Hebron“ (TIPH) in Hebron. As program coordinator for the Middle East at the
feminist peace organization cfd and later as head of the department responsible
for projects abroad, she significantly contributed to cfd’s work regarding the
prevention of gender-specific violence and the participation of women in peace-
building. Lastly, she was in charge of a backstopping mandate from the Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) on gender and peacebuilding.
Ursula Keller is well connected to KOFF member organizations and has an exten-
sive network within the federal administration. 15.02.2010

New KOFF Webpage on Nepal
The peace process in Nepal has reached a critical stage. The main challenges
include the adoption of a new constitution by 28 May 2010, the placing of the
armed forces under democratic control and integration of the „People‘s Liberati-
on Army“ in the regular army, dealing with violations of human rights during the
war and under the authoritarian regime, and above all sustainable development
and the poverty reduction, notably in rural areas.

With the help of the new webpage, KOFF will follow and document this process.
In addition to texts relating to the peace process, human rights and development
cooperation, Swiss actors are invited to make use of the site for brief presenta-
tions of their work in and on Nepal, and to participate in roundtables and other
events to discuss and coordinate activities.

The internet page is designed as a work platform. KOFF, in cooperation with
those interested in Nepal, is doing its best to ensure that it will always be up-to-
date, interesting and relevant. 17.02.2010

mailto:ursula.keller@swisspeace.ch
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/nepal/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/nepal/index.html
mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/index.html
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Further information:

KOFF Roland Dittli

Designing for Results:

Integrating Monito-

ring and Evaluation in

Conflict Transformation

Programs

KOFF-Newsletter Arti-

cle on the 1st Part of

the  Training

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann
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Mediation Support

Project

Second Training in Evaluation of Peacebuilding Projects
The second part of a KOFF training course on evaluation of peacebuilding pro-
jects was held at the beginning of February. Cheyanne Church, an evaluation
expert with international experience, provided some 20 representatives of Swiss
relief organizations and the federal administration with a balanced mix of theo-
retical inputs and case study-related group work during the two-day program.

During the course she explained the various stages of the evaluation process.
She began by discussing the formulation of meaningful terms of reference be-
fore presenting theory-driven as well as application-oriented evaluation methods,
and argued for a fruitful combination of several approaches. With the help of
case studies the group discussed how to assess the quality of an evaluation,
and the extent to which results should satisfy the requirements of the various
users in order to fulfill its objectives. Cheyanne Church also explained the diffe-
rent evaluation standards and principles and touched on ethical questions. Also
discussed were the reasons for disregarding many evaluation results, and strate-
gies for improving the linkage between evaluations and institutional learning
processes. To meet the considerable demand this training course will be repea-
ted in 2010. 05.02.2010

Evaluation Mission in Mindanao
KOFF officer Cordula Reimann traveled to the Philippines and in particular to
Mindanao for a two-week mission in February on a mandate from Nonviolent
Peaceforce. The purpose was to carry out an evaluation of the activities of Non-
violent Peaceforce, which has been active in civilian peacekeeping and protec-
tion of the civilian population and human rights in Mindanao since 2007. 23.02.2010

Mediation Support Network Meeting
On 10-11 February a meeting of the Mediation Support Network took place in
Sandö, Sweden. The network consists of 11 organizations that support media-
tors engaged in international peace negotiations. The network aims to promote
exchanges about planned and ongoing activities, to initiate and encourage joint
projects involving different peace mediation supporters and working on current
international policy debates on mediation. Network members are the Berghof
Foundation for Peace Support, Conciliation Resources, Crisis Management Initia-
tive, Folke Bernadotte Academy, Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue, Initiative on
Conflict Prevention Through Quiet Diplomacy, UN Mediation Support Unit, US
Institute for Peace, Center for Peace Mediation and Mediation Support Project
(MSP, swisspeace & CSS/ETH Zurich) and since 2010 the West African Network
for Peacebuilding. The network was founded in 2008 in Bern and met in Sweden

mailto:roland.dittli@swisspeace.ch
http://www.sfcg.org/Documents/manualpart1.pdf
http://www.sfcg.org/Documents/manualpart1.pdf
http://www.sfcg.org/Documents/manualpart1.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2010/84_d.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2010/84_d.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2010/84_d.pdf
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.html
http://www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org/
http://www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org/
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Further information:

BEFORE

Heinz Krummenacher

Further information:

MSP

Elisabeth Baumgartner

BEFORE

Media Reports on the

Handover of the Study

for the third time. At the Sweden meeting the main topic was capacity building of
parties in conflict as well as mediators, diplomats and experts. The joint publica-
tion of a working paper on trainings for parties in conflict is planned for the next
meeting to be held in Brussels in September 2010, where a more coordinated
training approach will be discussed as well. The member organizations adopted
a common statement of intent outlining the profile, goals and principles of the
network. 11.02.2010

BEFORE Presents Report on Revalorisation
of the Guinean Defence and Security Forces
The decision of the Guinean military junta despite contrary reassurances to
participate in elections triggered violent turmoil across the country in the fall of
2009, creating the fear of a civil war break out. BEFORE, the joint project of
swisspeace and the Alliance for Peacebuilding that aims at preventing political
violence, had since the middle of 2009 been in the process of implementing its
peacebuilding action plan. However those developments forced the project to
call a temporary halt to its activities.
In 2010 the situation calmed down and a representative of the „forces vives“,
a coalition of various actors campaigning for democratic change, was appointed
as the interim Prime Minister. Lamine Cissé, Senegal‘s former army chief and
also former interior minister, who participated for BEFORE in the talks in
Ouagadougou on the transitional government and played a leading role in preparing
the study on the security forces, resumed his efforts.
BEFORE presented the findings and the 19 recommendations of the study to
Cabinet Chief Lancine Magassouba at an official ceremony. The study is
groundbreaking for the revalorisation of Guinea’s defence and security forces
and has come just in time, interim Prime Minister Jean Marie Doré said the day
before in an informal conversation. The Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) will use the BEFORE analysis as the basis for a thorough
security sector reform. BEFORE will itself make use of a number of the
recommendations and implement other activities listed in the peacebuilding action
plan. 04.02.2010

mailto:heinz.krummenacher@swisspeace.ch
mailto:elisabeth.baumgartner@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/earlyresponse-gcpm/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/
http://www.swisspeace.org/
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European Union:

External Action (EEAS)

Website of the High

Representative of

the Union for Foreign

Affairs and Security

Policy

European Commission:

External Relations

EPLO Statement on

EEAS (2010)

EPLO Policy Paper

on EEAS (2009)

Report on EPLO

Roundtable on the

EEAS (2009)

EPLO Statement on the

EU’s Civilian-Military

Integration Plans

(2009)

Focus

Improving the EU’s Response to Conflict
After years of stalling and setbacks, the Lisbon Treaty has come into
effect. One of the most interesting provisions of the Treaty is the crea-
tion of the European External Action Service (EEAS), a foreign service
for the EU. The EEAS is an opportunity to radically improve the EU’s
response to conflict. The author, director of the European Peacebuilding
Liaison Office (EPLO) discusses the current developments particularly in
regard to the role of civilian forces.

The EU has values that should be the basis for its foreign policy. The Lisbon Treaty
reiterates this, stating that the EU’s aims are to ‘promote peace, its values and
the well-being of its peoples’ and to ‘preserve peace, prevent conflicts and
strengthen international security’. Therefore, EPLO advocates for a Directorate
General for Peacebuilding and Crisis Management reporting to the new EU High
Representative Catherine Ashton. The Directorate General could include a Peace-
building Directorate, the Crisis Management Planning Directorate, a Mediation
Support Cell, gender and human rights experts, and responsibility for liaising
with Member States and international bodies. It should have the status and
capacity to ensure that peacebuilding informs all EU action by advising on the
integration of principles of conflict sensitivity into policies where a negative im-
pact on conflict is likely such as trade, energy, agriculture, and development.

A whole-of-EU-approach to conflict

The separation of responsibilities for the EU’s foreign policy between the Com-
mission and the Council has led to confusion, competition and duplication. After
the coming into effect of the Lisbon Treaty, it is not yet clear which services and
institutions will be integrated into the EEAS. Bringing in as many as possible of
the existing structures and policies would enable the EU to take an integrated
approach to conflict. There is ample evidence from the peacebuilding sector that
supports such a „whole-of-government“ (or „whole-of-EU“) approach to con-
flict.

In the model of coordination which currently applies, institutions act separately
but „coordinate“, usually involving sharing information about what they do – a
time-consuming and inefficient approach. At the very least, an integrated ap-
proach could be taken towards fragile and conflict-affected situations. Thus, the
EU’s relationship with a group of the 30 or 40 of the most fragile, conflict-af-
fected countries should be the responsibility of the EEAS, where all policies –
development, crisis management, peacebuilding – should fall under its remit.

Yet, opposition to this maximalist version of the EEAS comes from officials figh-
ting for „their“ services to remain outside the EEAS and also from some within
the development sector who argue for development policy to be outside the
EEAS. If development were to be incorporated, then safeguards need to be in
place to ensure that development assistance is not misused to pursue security
objectives. But these safeguards exist – in the form of the OECD DAC guidelines
on eligible uses of official development assistance.

http://eeas.europa.eu/
http://eeas.europa.eu/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/showPage.aspx?id=1847&lang=de
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/showPage.aspx?id=1847&lang=de
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/showPage.aspx?id=1847&lang=de
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/index.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/index.htm
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EPLO_Statement_on_EEAS_January_2010.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EPLO_Statement_on_EEAS_January_2010.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EPLO_Policy_Paper_EEAS.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EPLO_Policy_Paper_EEAS.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EAS_Roundtable.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EAS_Roundtable.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EAS_Roundtable.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EPLO_Statement.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EPLO_Statement.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EPLO_Statement.pdf
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EPLO Catherine Woollard

Catherine Woollard is

Executive Director of

EPLO. In this role, she

manages the EPLO

network of 27 peacebuil-

ding organizations and

the EPLO office in

Brussels; she advises on

the development on

EPLO’s policy work and

represents EPLO in

Brussels and in internati-

onal fora.

Civilian response to conflict

A plan for civilian-military integration has also taken shape. Previously, the EU
had two separate units responsible for planning civilian and military Common
Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) Missions respectively. They have been brought
together into the new Crisis Management Planning Directorate (CMPD) which will
be responsible for the strategic planning of all missions and be part of the EEAS.
Of the EU’s ongoing CSDP Missions, eleven are civilian and two are military, yet
the Director and Deputy Director of the CMPD have only limited experience of
civilian crisis management and the vast majority of staff members have military
backgrounds, with limited experience of civilian crisis management.

Strategic planning for civilian missions requires experience of the civilian crisis
response areas which are priorities for the EU, i.e. strengthening police, the rule of
law, civilian administration and civil protection. The EU urgently needs to increase
its civilian resources, given existing commitments and ambitions, focusing on
identifying, recruiting, training and deploying police officers, public administrators,
lawyers and judges.

Militarisation of CSDP would be unfortunate because the EU’s comparative ad-
vantage is in civilian response. Public opinion surveys show that EU citizens sup-
port EU action on conflict, but they support civilian and not military action. Over-
all, civilian means are more effective – and more cost-effective – at building
lasting peace.

Using the expertise of civil society

EPLO brings civil society’s expertise into EU policy making, using the experience
and knowledge of its members – such as swisspeace and Interpeace, two orga-
nizations based in Switzerland – to inform EU policy. Currently only 3% of the
Commission’s funds for peacebuilding and conflict prevention go to civil society,
yet civil society has a crucial role to play. For example, if the EU does not support
local people to hold their governments to account, it is hard to see how it will be
able to eventually withdraw from conflict-affected countries. Similarly, EU citizens
want to play a role in monitoring the EU’s external actions.

The EEAS should consult civil society regularly, with, for example, an annual
peacebuilding dialogue and working groups bringing together officials and civil
society experts. It should contract civil society to implement part of its work,
including managing projects in fragile contexts. Delegations in third countries should,
similarly, cooperate with local civil society.

The EEAS would benefit from integrating people with specific expertise in institu-
tional design and organizational change management as well as officials from
different EU institutions and Member State diplomatic services. It will also need
mechanisms for ongoing monitoring and evaluation of its key aims, including
promoting peace.

The EEAS will prove its value if it establishes itself as a normative power, tran-
scending competing national interests, promoting European values, and taking as
its guiding principles the EU’s manifold commitments on protecting human rights,
promoting democracy, preventing conflict and building peace. 22.02.2010

mailto:cwoollard@eplo.org
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HD Centre

Further information:

HD Centre

Christopher Thornton

News from Swiss NGOs

HD Centre for Safe Humanitarian Access in Darfur
Twenty national security officials from the Government of Sudan and representa-
tives of international humanitarian agencies met collectively for the first time in
El Fasher, Sudan in February to discuss critical humanitarian issues in Darfur. The
meeting was part of a series of workshops with parties to the Darfur conflict
organized by the Swiss-based mediation organization the Centre for Humanitari-
an Dialogue (HD Centre) in collaboration with the UN Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

Discussions addressed a range of topics that included safe humanitarian access,
hijacking and kidnapping, protection for refugees and internally displaced popu-
lations, and the need to improve humanitarian mechanisms. Concrete outcomes
included an agreement to establish a hotline between humanitarian agencies
and the Government to deal with urgent humanitarian issues. Participants also
agreed to make additional efforts to ensure that such valuable dialogue continu-
es.

The meeting was followed by another workshop with twenty senior field com-
manders of the Sudan Liberation Army-Abdul Wahid (SLA-AW) and representati-
ves of the humanitarian agencies to address similar humanitarian issues. In the
discussions the agencies’ representatives emphasized that the participation of
the African Union/UN Hybrid operation in Darfur (UNAMID) in humanitarian con-
voys was necessary for the delivery of basic assistance to the affected populati-
on. Visits to SLA-AW law courts by UN experts on the rule of law were also
agreed.

According to HD Centre, both the Government representatives and the comman-
ders of the armed opposition movement showed a strong commitment to ensu-
ring the safe access that the humanitarian agencies need.

These workshops follow similar discussions between the World Food Program-
me (WFP), UNICEF, the UNHCR and the ICRC with the Justice and Equality Move-
ment (JEM) and the SLA-AW in 2010. 11.02.2010
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go4peace Registration

and Submission of

Projects

Pestalozzi Children’s

Foundation

Anniversary Year for Pestalozzi Children’s Foundation
The philosopher, author and founder of the Pestalozzi Children’s Village, Walter
Robert Corti, would have turned 100 this year. In the first 20 years after its
founding the Village was home to children who had lost one or both parents
during the Second World War. As the years went by, it welcomed children from
other regions affected by conflict including Tibet.

In celebration of Corti‘s birthday 100 years ago there will be numerous activities
and events throughout the year in his honor. Among them will be an exhibition
about his life and work. The anniversary year will focus in particular on the ideas

http://www.hdcentre.org/
mailto:thornton@hdcentre.org
http://www.go4peace.ch
http://www.go4peace.ch
http://www.go4peace.ch
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/
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Propaz project descrip-

tion (in German)

Report on Stages I & II

(in German)

and principles that inspired Corti and those who supported him more than 60
years ago in founding the Pestalozzi Children’s Village. Corti was convinced that
if people of different cultures are to learn to live together peacefully, the place to
start is with young people. Following this spirit the Foundation has launched the
„go4peace“ project, in an attempt to stimulate young people to put his idea into
practice today. „go4peace“ invites schoolchildren, project groups and youth or-
ganizations, between the age of seven and eighteen, to submit their projects.
These range from a music clip to an internet platform on a public event, an
exhibition or a theatrical performance. On 11 September 2010, the 100th birthday
of the founder, an open house day will be held at the Children’s Village in Trogen
and the Walter Robert Corti Prize will be awarded to the best projects.16.02.2010

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

Pestalozzi Children’s

Foundation

Claudia Felder

Walter Robert Corti

(1910 - 1990) Exhibition

Advocacy and Lobbying for
Peace and Human Rights in Chiapas
Propaz, the peace program in Chiapas, Mexico, supported by the Swiss Catholic
Lenten Fund, Caritas and the Humanitarian Service of the Swiss Protestant
Churches, is focusing in its third stage on advocacy and lobbying in Switzerland.
In the first two stages (2001 - 2007) the Swiss program, in close cooperation
with Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs (FDFA), helped to bring about tension reduction in the armed conflict
between Zapatistas and the government and later conflict transformation in the
communities and with civil society organizations in the region. Due to the Swiss
government’s withdrawal from peacebuilding efforts in Mexico in 2007 the nature
of Swiss efforts in this area has had to be redefined. The decision of Propaz to
focus on political efforts in Switzerland is also to some extent due to financial
considerations.
In this context Propaz launched the Platform Mexico in 2009 to coordinate the
efforts of Swiss relief organizations, NGOs and solidarity groups. In January the
Platform appointed two experts to carry out a fact-finding mission in order to
identify areas for political efforts in Switzerland. According to their findings, the
situation in the south of Mexico is again marked by increasing social tensions
and violent conflict, most often in the form of state repression. Social protest is
being criminalized and human rights violated on a systematic basis. Those crimes
almost without exception go unpunished.
In talks with partners from Mexican civil society attention has again been called
to the fact that the situation in Mexico can only be improved with the help of
outside pressure. Propaz is committed to ensuring that all Swiss state actors
that are working with or on Mexico, take into account the human rights situation
in their activities and help to promote a non-violent solution to conflicts in the
region. Therefore, Propaz is advocating that the Swiss government, in its dialogue
with Mexico and in any agreements concluded in the foreign (economic) policy
area, also takes these aspects into consideration. 18.02.2010

Further information:

Swiss Catholic

Lenten Fund

Daniel Hostettler

http:/http://web.caritas.ch/media_features/pdf/projekte/Mexiko_p009070214_Frieden.pdf
http:/http://web.caritas.ch/media_features/pdf/projekte/Mexiko_p009070214_Frieden.pdf
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/data/media/dokumente/entwicklungspolitik/menschenrechte_frieden/frieden/propaz2008.pdf
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/data/media/dokumente/entwicklungspolitik/menschenrechte_frieden/frieden/propaz2008.pdf
mailto:info@go4peace.ch
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/aktuelles/veranstaltungen.html
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/aktuelles/veranstaltungen.html
mailto:hostettler@fastenopfer.ch
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Interpeace

Results of „Cyprus

2015“ Poll

Further information:

Interpeace

Lisa Ross-Magenty

Interpeace Presents Results of „Cyprus 2015“ Poll
Many Cypriots recently interviewed by Interpeace have a desire for a solution to
the conflict and are willing to compromise. The biggest challenge towards a
unified and sustainable Cyprus remains to be the question of security. These
were just two of the highlights that were presented to the general public and
international community by „Cyprus 2015: Research and Development for a Sus-
tainable Future“.

The initiative „Cyprus 2015“ is being implemented by the Joint Programme Unit
for United Nations / Interpeace Initiatives (JPU) and supported by the UNDP-
Action for Cooperation and Trust (ACT) program in Cyprus. Launched in May
2009, it is a project that fills a gap in the current debate on the Cyprus problem.
It provides a forum for dialogue and problem solving on the future of Cyprus. By
merging objective research with in-depth stakeholder discussions the project
aims to contribute towards a sustainable settlement in a way that complements
current peace efforts on the island.

„Cyprus 2015“ conducted 2,000 face-to-face interviews in the native language
of respondents. The main outcomes from the research were contrary to popular
belief, they show that the majority of the interviewees want a settlement, that
Greek Cypriots are not comfortable with the status quo, and a federal peace
settlement would be tolerated by both communities. Challenges beyond the is-
sue of security include Turkeys role on the island, the fact that sectors of both
communities remain skeptical and the committed ‘no’ vote in relation to the
prospect of a future referendum – if a peace plan is agreed by the two govern-
ments – remains quite significant in both communities. 16.02.2010
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cfd: Psychosocial

Support in Gaza

PWWSD

Further information:

cfd Esther Stebler 

Gaza: cfd to Continue with Psychosocial
Support for Women and Children
Women and children affected by violence and traumatized by war can turn to
the Palestinian Working Women Society for Development (PWWSD) in Gaza for
either group or individual support. This service is amongst others aimed at mo-
thers whose children are suffering from behavioral disorders as a result of the
conflict, or who must learn to cope with being a single parent following the
death of their husband. This psychosocial project was brought into being in April
2009, shortly after the war in Gaza, by the feminist peace organization cfd in
partnership with PWWSD. The emergency period was at the same time a pilot
test to develop and implement a project under the given circumstances. This
project has now been added to the regular cfd portfolio. 15.02.2010

http://www.interpeace.org
http://www.interpeace.org/index.php/Latest/Dialogue-urgently-needed-for-Cyprus-future.html
http://www.interpeace.org/index.php/Latest/Dialogue-urgently-needed-for-Cyprus-future.html
mailto:ross-magenty@interpeace.org
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/empowerment/projekte/palaestina/gaza.php
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/empowerment/projekte/palaestina/gaza.php
http://www.pwwsd.org/new/index.php
mailto:esther.stebler@cfd-ch.org
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OMCT

Front Line

Further information:

PA IV Esther Keimer

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Dublin Platform for Human Rights Defenders
The Dublin Platform for Human Rights Defenders organized by Front Line met in
the Irish capital on 10-12 February. The event, which takes place every two
years, this time brought together over a hundred human rights defenders, ma-
king it possible to discuss the buddy project „défendre les défenseurs“ with
those directly concerned. The project was launched in 2007 by the Geneva-
based World Organization Against Torture (OMCT), in close collaboration with
Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
(FDFA).

The project involves the organization of campaigns for the protection of human
rights defenders with the support of Swiss personalities willing to act as their
personal buddy. In this way the important work of these defenders receives
greater attention, making them less vulnerable to attacks. Swiss personalities –
from the world of culture, sports, politics and business – are asked to become
buddies. The OMCT remains in close contact with the various human rights def-
enders and encourages the buddies to take concrete action on behalf of defen-
ders whose physical or psychological integrity may be under threat.

A current example of such activities is a mission to eastern DR Congo. Together
with two project buddies – Dick Marty, a member of the Swiss Council of States
and the clown Dimitri – OMCT carried out a mission at the end of February
focusing on sexual violence against women in the eastern part of the country,
accompanied by filmmaker Daniel Schweizer. The mission’s objective was to
document the point of view of human rights defenders who, at great personal
risk, stand up for the victims of sexual violence. PA IV, which provided financial
support for this mission, is joining with the OMCT to help produce a short film on
the mission. 12.02.2010

Swiss and Spanish Efforts to Implement
UN Security Council Resolution 1325
On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace
and Security, adopted by the United Nations Security Council in 2000, a conference
was held on 2 February in Madrid to discuss the successes to date and the
challenges that lie ahead in the efforts to achieve its objectives. The conference
was organized by Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department
of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) in cooperation with the Swiss Embassy in Spain and
the Spanish non-governmental organization „Fundación Cultura de Paz“. The
conference, which met with widespread interest among peace policy actors in
Spain and abroad, provided a platform for important policy discussions on the
different roles of and the degree men and women are affected in conflict situations
in the year 2010. The participants, high-ranking representatives of government
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PA IV

Resolution 1325

Fundación Cultura

de Paz

http://www.omct.org
http://www.frontlinedefenders.org
mailto:esther.keimer@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.un.org/events/res_1325e.pdf
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Convivenza

X-Impulse

ECMI

and civil society, notably the head of PA IV, the Spanish Secretary of State for
international cooperation as well as the Executive Director of UNIFEM, underlined
the topic’s relevance to peacebuilding policy today. A comprehensive conference
document will include the most important recommendations that emerged from
the panel discussions for the further development of gender and peacebuilding
policies of the European Union, Spain and Switzerland. In so far as the current
revision of the Swiss National Action Plan for the implementation of Resolution
1325 is concerned, the exchange of know-how and experiences about National
Action Plans of both Spain and Switzerland has proven most valuable. 02.02.2010

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

PA IV Carmela Bühler 

Visit to Switzerland of Kosovar Parliamentary Commission
A 12-member delegation from Kosovo visited Switzerland at the beginning of Feb-
ruary at the invitation of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), consis-
ting of members from the parliamentary committee on minority issues and return.
The purpose of this study visit was to exchange experiences including concrete
examples from the Swiss federal, cantonal and local authority levels.

The delegation from Kosovo showed a particular interest in Switzerland’s cultural
and linguistic diversity. Its members were especially interested in how Switzerland
protects the rights and interests of the various language communities and the
institutions and instruments available for that purpose at the federal, cantonal and
local levels of government. Meetings were organized with Swiss politicians, ex-
perts and representatives of the language communities as well as the authorities.
Among them were FDFA Deputy State Secretary Anton Thalmann, the President of
the National Council’s Commission for Foreign Affairs Christa Markwalder Bär, as
well as representatives of the parliamentary services.

Following their two-day stay in Bern members of the delegation traveled to the
trilingual Canton of Graubünden, in order to get a first-hand experience of the
implementation and how the Confederation’s multilingual diversity is dealt with on
the ground. The study visit was organized by the Convivenza International Center
for Minorities, and Ximpulse.

Switzerland, which has been committed for many years to the protection of the
rights and the participation of minorities in Kosovo, supports capacity building in
this area within Kosovo’s authorities through the European Center for Minority
Issues (ECMI), among other institutions. 17.02.2010

Further information:

FDFA Claudia Moser

http://www.convivenza.ch/
http://www.ximpulse.ch/about-us
http://www.ecmi.de/
mailto:carmela.buehler@eda.admin.ch
mailto:claudia.moser@eda.admin.ch
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Collaborative Development Action (CDA)
According to CDA, one of the most common pitfalls organizations fall into
when providing humanitarian aid is a lack of knowledge of the local context.
The organization makes a document excerpted from a Reflecting on Peace
Practice (RPP) case study     on cumulative impacts of peacebuilding in Haiti avai-
lable. It provides a historical background of Haiti and highlights important dri-
vers of conflict in the Haitian context.

Conciliation Resources
Conciliation Resources presents the latest publication in its Accord series „In-
itiatives to end the violence in northern Uganda: 2002-09 and the Juba peace
process“. This edition explores the lead up to the Juba talks and the negotia-
tions themselves. It aims to inform future peacemaking initiatives in the regi-
on and elsewhere. A French translation will be available in April 2010.

EPLO
The latest EPLO     Newsletter discusses the implementation and the resultats of
the first Action Plan (2008-2010) of the Joint Africa-EU Strategy (JAES) adopted
in 2007. The main objectives of the JAES inlude, amonst others, the promotion
of peace, democratic governance and humans rights. So far the discussions
focus on possible modifications to content and structure and on improving the
involvement of EU and AU member states and civil society organizations in the
implementation of the JAES.

FriEnt
FriEnt hosted the international conference „New Horizons. Linking Transitional
Justice and Development for Sustainable Peace“ on the 27th and 28th January
2010 in Berlin. The goal of the conference was to promote a holistic approach
to human rights, justice and peace in post conflict societies. FriEnt provides
reports and written material about the workshops and presentations as well
as podcasts with interviews on its website.

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

International Partner Organizations

News from ten

international KOFF
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On the occasion of the publication of the guide „Integrating Internal Displace-
ment in Peace Processes and Agreements“, the Swiss Department of Foreign
Affairs and the Mediation Support Project (swisspeace / CSS-ETHZ) kindly invi-
te to the presentation „The Challenge of Involving IDPs in Peace Proces-
ses“ with keynote speakers Walter Kälin and Thomas Greminger. Subscribe to
the event which takes place on 23 March, 10:30 to 12:00 a.m. at „Haus der
Universität“ (Schlösslistrasse 5, 3008 Bern). Space is limited.

„Im Kreuzfeuer. Menschen in Konflikten“ (Caught in the crossfire: people in
conflicts) is the title of a public debate organized by Médecins Sans Frontières,

Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace-

building.

http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/news_announcement.php#key782
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/northern-uganda-update/contents.php
http://www.eplo.org/index.php?id=223
http://www.frient.de/en/conference2010/index.asp
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php
mailto:sarah.vuilleumier@eda.admin.ch
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Working Paper 2|2009

Rina M. Alluri

The Role of Tourism in

Post-Conflict Peacebuil-

ding in Rwanda

Publications

Swisspeace Working Paper
on Tourism and Peacebuilding in Rwanda
In a post-conflict country, tourism has the potential to not only contribute to eco-
nomic growth and physical reconstruction, but also to sustainable development,
affirmative action and the protection of vulnerable groups. In Rwanda, the pres-
ence of rare mountain gorillas, rolling green hills and pristine lakes make it a very
attractive tourism destination. However the perception of insecurity since the
civil war and genocide in 1994 has been a strong deterrent for visitors. Neverthe-
less, the tourism industry became the country’s highest foreign currency earner in
2007 by focusing on niche markets such as eco-, pro-poor and community-based
tourism development. This paper seeks to analyze how tourism can also foster
the ongoing peacebuilding process in post-conflict Rwanda. As few studies have
examined this potential role of tourism, this paper positions itself within the
broader discussion on corporate engagement in peace promotion. Specifically, it
examines how current tourism activities in Rwanda contribute to two overar-
ching dimensions of peacebuilding: reconciliation and justice; and socio-econo-
mic foundations. 01.02.2010

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 April 4-8 p.m. in the Volkshaus, Zurich. Representatives of the Federal Ad-
ministration (SDC, Toni Frisch), swisspeace (Anita Müller), the ICRC and Alli-
ance Sud (Peter Niggli) will consider ways in which humanitarian organizati-
ons can protect their independence from political or other interference, in ti-
mes of growing politicization.

Places are still available for the next Peace Watch Switzerland training sessi-
ons, in preparation for human rights missions in Guatemala, Mexico and Co-
lombia (22-25 April/27-30 May and 21-24 Oct/11-14 Nov) as well as Israel/
Palestine (25-28 March and 23- 26 Sept/7-10 Oct).

Room to Read     is an organization dedicated to promoting and enabling educa-
tion in South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa. Room to Read Zurich invites poten-
tial volunteers, supporters and other interested parties to an introductory re-
ception and information session at 7 p.m. on March 25 at Bollag Galleries,
Werdmühlestrasse 5, Zurich. Please reserve.

The University of Copenhagen launches a new part-time interdisciplinary Master’s
program for professionals in „ Societal Conflicts and Interventions“. Deadline
for applications: 6 April 2010. Contact: Mette Møhl.

„Let the good times roll!“ is the motto of this year‘s international action of the
World March of Women (WMW), due to take place 13 March at 13:30 p.m. in
Schützenmatte, Bern.

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Working_Paper/2_2009.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Working_Paper/2_2009.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Working_Paper/2_2009.pdf
http://www.peacewatch.ch/public/frameset.aspx?cat=1&lang=DE
http://www.roomtoread.org/Page.aspx?pid=183
mailto:switzerland@roomtoread.org
http://www.jura.ku.dk/mosci
mailto:mem@jur.ku.dk
http://www.marchemondiale.ch/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=65&Itemid=38&lang=de
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Gender & Security

Sector Reform Toolkit

(DCAF)

Training Resources on

Security Sector Reform

and Gender

Gender and Security Sector Reform
Few today dispute the central importance of gender in Security Sector Reform.
After all, the prevention of human rights violations and the effective protection
against sexual violence contribute substantially to the acceptance of security
institutions and thus to the creation of an efficient and accountable security
sector. At the same time Security Sector Reform (SSR) helps to make the rele-
vant institutions and structures, as well as policies, more gender-sensitive.

The Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) has cre-
ated a „Toolkit“ that is designed to shed light on various aspects of SSR from
the gender point of view. This manual outlines practical strategies for the inte-
gration of gender in the process, for example educating police forces on gender
questions, and proposes gender-sensitive approaches for creating the necessary
policy instruments, including the increased participation of women in supervisory
bodies.

The Toolkit consists of a user guide and 12 chapters, each dealing with a particu-
lar area. There are for example chapters on police reform and the gender dimen-
sion, justice reform from a gender perspective, as well as the role of civil society
in the process.

In addition to these practical instructions the DCAF website also provides a num-
ber of training resources including background information, practical exercises
and handouts. All of this material can be accessed online free of charge. 11.02.2010
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Dealing with the Past

in Kosovo

Web Tip
New Web Portal on „Dealing with the Past“ in Kosovo
In 2008 the Forum Civil Peace Service ZFD launched a project in Kosovo that
strengthens existing local Dealing with the Past initiatives. The forumZFD now
presents a web portal that helps to bring these efforts to the attention of a
wider public and create new opportunities for networking. The website designed
for this purpose covers a variety of Dealing with the Past projects in Kosovo,
provides relevant reports and publishes calls for papers to internationally
recognized journals. The newsletter „Made in Kosova“ combines in a convincing
manner factual information with portraits of affected persons and their stories.
The website provides visitors with information in English, Albanian and to some
extent in Serbian. A discussion forum accessible to all is also planned which will
focus on topics and questions relating to Kosovo and Dealing with the Past.
There is also a „Thinkers Forum“, which at present is reserved for a small group
in Kosovo which has been discussing various questions relating to Dealing with
the Past in their society for about a year.

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

http://www.dcaf.ch/publications/kms/details.cfm?ord279=title&q279=gender&lng=en&id=47789&nav1=5
http://www.dcaf.ch/publications/kms/details.cfm?ord279=title&q279=gender&lng=en&id=47789&nav1=5
http://www.dcaf.ch/publications/kms/details.cfm?ord279=title&q279=gender&lng=en&id=47789&nav1=5
http://www.dcaf.ch/gender-security-sector-reform/_training.cfm?navsub1=37&navsub2=3&nav1=3
http://www.dcaf.ch/gender-security-sector-reform/_training.cfm?navsub1=37&navsub2=3&nav1=3
http://www.dcaf.ch/gender-security-sector-reform/_training.cfm?navsub1=37&navsub2=3&nav1=3
http://dwp-kosovo.info
http://dwp-kosovo.info
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The portal is an attempt to link the many existing Dealing with the Past initiatives
and processes in Kosovo. Its success or failure will depend on the users
themselves. All are invited to enrich this convincing new approach with their
own projects, contributions to discussions, artistic ideas, as well as an-
nouncements of publications and events. 09.02.2010
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