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Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx

Website on Dealing

with the Past

Dealing with the Past

Framework

Further information:

MSP

Elisabeth Baumgartner

MSP

CSS ETH Zurich

UNMIN

UN Department of

Political Affairs: MSU

New Webpage on Dealing with the Past
Dealing with human rights violations after armed conflicts or dictatorship is a
precondition for sustainable peace, the rule of law, justice and reconciliation.
Dealing with the Past (DwP) is therefore one of the main tasks for peacebuilding.
For this reason swisspeace has created a comprehensive new webpage on the
topic. It contains a detailed introduction to swisspeace’s DwP framework,
exhaustive information on important UN documents as well as additional
literature, and information on swisspeace’s services and activities. The webpage,
which can be found under KOFF topics, facilitates access to the wide-ranging
DwP expertise which swisspeace has acquired over many years.     17.03.2010

Training for UNMIN in Nepal
swisspeace conducted a mediation and negotiation training course in Kathman-
du in the framework of the Mediation Support Project, a joint venture with the
Center for Security Studies (CSS) of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology
Zurich, in collaboration with the Mediation Support Unit (MSU) of the United
Nations. A total of 12 staff members of the Political Division of the UN Mission in
Nepal (UNMIN) and 22 military observers participated in the one-week course
from 22-28 February. A tailor-made, interactive program with theoretical inputs,
exercises and role playing was prepared for each group, adapted to their specific
needs. In the case of the members of the UNMIN Political Division, the role
playing was as UN representatives mediating between the police and IDPs. As
for the military observers these were placed in a fictive negotiating situation, in
which they had to mediate between demobilized combatants of a rebel group –
who had left their camp armed to provide security for a commander – and the
local police. The training team offered the head of the UNMIN mission a special
one-day coaching program, prepared after consultation to meet her specific re-
quirements. The team consisted of one person each from swisspeace and the
MSU, an expert in security issues relating to peace processes and an experi-
enced mediator from the UK. The course and the practical role playing proved
popular with the participants. What they learned is to some extent already being
put to use in their daily work. Many expressed the desire for regular training in
negotiation and mediation skills in the future. 01.03.2010

mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/conceptual-framework/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/conceptual-framework/index.html
mailto:elisabeth.baumgartner@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.html
http://www.css.ethz.ch/
http://www.unmin.org.np/
http://www.un.org/depts/dpa/peace.html
http://www.un.org/depts/dpa/peace.html
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Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx

Website on Dealing

with the Past

Postgraduate Course on

Developing Countries

(NADEL) of the Swiss

Federal Institute of

Technology Zurich

Practice Day on Dealing with the Past
To ensure the best possible transfer of theory into practice, KOFF offers a so-
called practice day for each training in the 2009 series. In the framework of last
year’s training cycle, such a practice day was organized relating to the „Dealing
with the Past in Post-Conflict Societies – a Holistic Approach“ training course.
swisspeace has adopted the concept of Dealing with the Past, instead of Transi-
tional Justice, because a holistic approach not only aims at the criminal prosecu-
tion of perpetrators, but also includes a number of measures other than legal
ones. These include the right to know, the right to reparation and the right to non-
recurrence. Moreover, it is a process that usually requires several generations,
therefore the timeframe ‚transitional’ is unrealistic and inappropriate.

After having clarified the concept the practice day participants engaged in discus-
sions on the international community’s role in Dealing with the Past, with Rwan-
da, Armenia and the former Yugoslavia as examples. Should donors not take a
critical look at their own behavior before and during the genocide in Rwanda?
Do the decisions by the Swiss National Council and a Committee of the U.S.
Congress recognizing that a genocide of the Armenian people took place in
1915/1916 really promote peace? Is the international community credible today
when it stands up for the right to know in the former Yugoslavia, while until now
it has above all insisted on criminal prosecution of the perpetrators? Country
specific answers must be found in each context with regard to the many challen-
ges of Dealing with the Past. The participants unanimously agreed that the inter-
national community can help by providing expertise and financial support, but
that it must respect the national agenda in each case. 23.03.2010

NADEL Course on „Peacebuilding
and International Cooperation“
swisspeace conducted the course on „Peacebuilding and International Coopera-
tion“ at the end of March for the fifth time in collaboration with the Masters of
Advanced Studies on Developing Countries (NADEL) of the Swiss Federal Institu-
te of Technology Zurich. The course discussed the most important analytical con-
cepts for civil peacebuilding, and introduced essential methods and instruments
for conflict transformation. It was enriched by contributions on current strategic
discussions such as the „Reflecting on Peace Practice“ (RPP) project, and cur-
rent challenges such as the inclusion of non-state violent actors in peacebuilding
efforts.

After an introductory overview of various actors, instruments and current peace-
building themes, the emphasis shifted to conflict analysis. Various instruments of
conflict analysis were introduced and applied to a concrete conflict case study.
The second part of the course considered conflict-sensitive approaches and in-
struments with the emphasis on learning and concretely applying the „Do no
Harm“ approach. Contributions from the participants and their practical experi-
ences in relation to the methodical and political challenges of „working in“ and
„working on conflict“ rounded off the five-day course. 27.03.2010

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.nadel.ethz.ch/lehre/index
http://www.nadel.ethz.ch/lehre/index
http://www.nadel.ethz.ch/lehre/index
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
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Further information:

swisspeace David Lanz 

Sudan Platform

Previous KOFF Events

Concerning Sudan

German Institute for

International and

Security Affairs: Profile

of Annette Weber

German Institute for

International and

Security Affairs: Wibke

Hansen / Annette

Weber, Countdown

in Sudan

Countdown in Sudan: Context
and Consequences of the Elections
The KOFF Sudan Roundtable entitled „Countdown in Sudan: Context and Conse-
quences of the Elections of April 2010“ was devoted to the upcoming elections.
These mark the end of the transitional period which began with the signing of the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) in 2005. The CPA, which ended more
than 20 years of civil war, was concluded between the Sudanese Government in
the North and the dominant rebel movement in the South. Logistical difficulties,
the precarious security situation as well as political tensions throughout the coun-
try add up to a challenging context for the planned elections. Yet it is of the
utmost importance that the elections be as peaceful as possible as a prelude to
the referendum on the independence of the South stipulated in the CPA and due
to take place in January 2011.

According to the main speaker at the Roundtable, Annette Weber of the German
Institute for International and Security Affairs in Berlin, the changes in Sudan will
be fundamental, regardless of the results of the elections and the referendum.
She also stressed that elections by themselves are not sufficient to ensure the
country’s democratization, because the adoption of democratic norms in the
everyday life of citizens is necessary as well. Annette Weber suggested three
possible scenarios for the future political development in Sudan, which are not
mutually exclusive: „compromise and coexistence“, „secession and state failu-
re“ or „secession and civil war“. She considers the readiness of national actors
to compromise and the commitment of the international community as determi-
ning factors for the eventual outcome.

Thereafter, Frank Schürch of Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) underlined the relevance of the elections for
the implementation of the referendum and pointed out some serious logistical
difficulties. Anne Gloor (PA IV) presented an analysis of the CPA articles that deal
with the elections and that set out the criteria for the elections to be violence-
free. 25.03.2010
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KOFF Websites on

Southeastern Europe

UN-Report of the

Follow-Up Mission

by Walter Kälin

UN-Report of the 1.

Mission by Walter Kälin

Southeastern Europe Roundtable
on IDPs in the Former Yugoslavia
The report on the follow-up mission of the Representative of the Secretary-Gene-
ral on the Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons, Walter Kälin, to Serbia
(including Kosovo) and Montenegro was published last December. The aim of this
second visit was to assess the implementation of the recommendations from the
first mission in 2005.

At the end of March, representatives of the Swiss government and of non-go-
vernmental organizations met at the KOFF Southeastern Europe Roundtable to
discuss this report and the situation of IDPs in the former Yugoslavia. According to

mailto:david.lanz@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/sudan-platform/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/sudan-platform/sudan-events/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/sudan-platform/sudan-events/index.html
http://www.swp-berlin.org/forscher/forscherprofil.php?id=6731
http://www.swp-berlin.org/forscher/forscherprofil.php?id=6731
http://www.swp-berlin.org/forscher/forscherprofil.php?id=6731
http://www.swp-berlin.org/common/get_document.php?asset_id=6696
http://www.swp-berlin.org/common/get_document.php?asset_id=6696
http://www.swp-berlin.org/common/get_document.php?asset_id=6696
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/south-eastern-europe/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/south-eastern-europe/index.html
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/13session/A-HRC-13-21-Add1.pdf
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/13session/A-HRC-13-21-Add1.pdf
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/13session/A-HRC-13-21-Add1.pdf
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G06/101/33/PDF/G0610133.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G06/101/33/PDF/G0610133.pdf?OpenElement
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Further information:

KOFF Christian Gebhart

Since the Roundtable

followed the Chatham

House Rule there are no

references to specific

organizations or speakers.

Swiss Refugee Council:

Repatriation and

Situation of Roma

in Kosovo 2009

Global Database on the

IDP Guiding Principles

the report the situation of IDPs has improved slightly in recent years thanks to
the efforts of international actors and the local governments. The improvements
have been particularly noticeable in Serbia, which as recently as 2005 was op-
posed to local integration: the national employment agency is doing its best to
involve more IDPs in the employment program. Furthermore, the UNHCR is sup-
porting a program that provides education for IDPs, the resources necessary to
buy property and land for agricultural use.

Many problems remain however. The most vulnerable groups, including those
belonging to minorities such as the Roma, Ashkali and „Egyptians“, suffer from
discrimination both inside as well as outside Kosovo and from the lack of access
to the labor market and to the educational system. Without valid identification
papers, minority group members are unable to defend their rights as equal citi-
zens and many children are denied access to proper schooling. The discussion
also touched on the problem of the repatriation agreement which many states
have signed with Kosovo. Yet, Kosovo does not have the resources necessary to
deal with returnees or to offer them attractive prospects for the future. 26.03.2010
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Integrating Internal

Displacement into

Peace Processes and

Agreements

Brookings-Bern Project

on Internal Displacement

UN Peacemaker

Representative of the

Secretary-General on

the Human Rights of

Internally Displaced

Persons

Internal Displacement

Monitoring Centre

United States Institute

of Peace

Focus

Integrating Internal Displacement in Peace Negotiations
The return of internally displaced persons (IDPs) often serves as a
benchmark for the durability of a peace process. If left unresolved a
situation of internal displacement can undermine the peace process.
Despite this fact IDPs play hardly any role in peace negotiations, for
various reasons. The Brookings-Bern Project on Internal Displacement
and the United States Institute of Peace have drawn up a guide for
mediators, with practical advice on how to include the human rights
and interests of IDPs directly or indirectly in peace negotiations and
peace agreements.
Internally displaced persons often belong to the parts of population worst affected
by a conflict. They lose all their belongings, are separated from other family
members and are marked and traumatized by many difficulties while fleeing or
in reception centers. Sometimes the peace dividend brings them nothing. About
two thirds of the estimated 26 million IDPs around the world are long term
displaced persons. In the South Caucasus for example, more than a decade
since the end of the conflict, tens of thousands are still waiting in emergency
accommodation in very difficult conditions, while in Burundi 10 years after the
signing of a peace agreement the internally displaced are still not able to return
home.
Lasting solutions
A solution can be considered lasting when internally displaced persons are able
to resume a normal life, without discrimination or adverse effects resulting from
their displacement. This means that at the very least they should find themselves
in their original place of residence, or some other place within the homeland, in

mailto:christian.gebhart@swisspeace.ch
http://www.gcsp.ch/e/about/CHRule.htm
http://www.gcsp.ch/e/about/CHRule.htm
http://www.fluechtlingshilfe.ch/herkunftslaender/europe/kosovo/kosovo-zur-rueckfuehrung-von-roma/at_download/file
http://www.fluechtlingshilfe.ch/herkunftslaender/europe/kosovo/kosovo-zur-rueckfuehrung-von-roma/at_download/file
http://www.fluechtlingshilfe.ch/herkunftslaender/europe/kosovo/kosovo-zur-rueckfuehrung-von-roma/at_download/file
http://www.idpguidingprinciples.org/
http://www.idpguidingprinciples.org/
http://www.brookings.edu/reports/2010/0216_internal_displacement_mchugh.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/reports/2010/0216_internal_displacement_mchugh.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/reports/2010/0216_internal_displacement_mchugh.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/projects/idp.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/projects/idp.aspx
http://peacemaker.unlb.org/index1.php
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/idp/index.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/idp/index.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/idp/index.htm
http://www.internal-displacement.org/
http://www.internal-displacement.org/
http://www.usip.org/resources/peacemaker-s-toolkit
http://www.usip.org/resources/peacemaker-s-toolkit
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safety and with access to a minimum of services – including water, food,
accommodation and schools – that property rights have been clarified and that
their livelihood can be assured. This is a complicated, time-consuming and costly
task. No government in a conflict zone has the resources and expertise to meet
such a challenge alone. It is incumbent on both the government concerned and
the international community to shoulder the burden. Ever since the Dayton
Agreement it has been generally recognized that the inclusion of such
considerations in peace agreements is an essential precondition for the sustainable
commitment of all actors to the search for lasting solutions.
Concerns of IDPs often relegated
Compared to the prioritized concerns of the parties to the conflict, such as the
disarmament and reintegration of members of armed groups, the needs of
displaced persons are often secondary. As the example of Colombia has shown,
considerably more money is provided to a demobilized ex-combatant than to a
displaced person, despite the doubtful outcome of the demobilization program.
From a legal point of view, this unequal treatment is very disturbing. It is the duty
of the State to protect the rights of all its citizens, including displaced persons. At
the very least a peace agreement should refrain from justifying unequal treatment
and discrimination between different groups. Such unequal treatment can also
lead to problems in the context of the peace process. The UN Peacebuilding
Commission in the Central African Republic for example declared the
demobilization and reintegration of ex-rebels a priority, thus overlooking first the
fact that reintegration in the society is not possible when families and relatives
remain displaced. Programs for the reintegration of IDPs and ex-rebels therefore
need to be coordinated.
There are a number of reasons why displaced persons play hardly any role in
peace negotiations. They are traditionally marginalized and belong to minorities
with a low level of education. They tend to be widely scattered, poorly organized
and active involvement with them is time consuming. The opposite can also be
true however: When they are well-organized and articulate and are seen as
politically biased and one-sided – as for example in Darfur –, it decreases the
acceptance as negotiating partner.
Advice for mediators
Improving the involvement of IDPs in peace negotiations, be it through
consultations or some form of participation, would have clear advantages. When
mediators know the concerns of displaced persons and the dynamic within and
between various IDP groups they will be able to make use of this knowledge in
the negotiations in a credible way. Consultation strengthens the faith in the peace
process of internally displaced persons and makes them more willing to use their
political influence in a constructive way. IDP participation decreases the danger
of them spoiling the process.
The new publication describes several ways in which mediators can make IDPs
and their concerns more accepted in negotiations. It also shows how mediators
can go about consulting with them in cases where direct participation is not
possible. A distinction is made between three levels of participation and
consultation. In parallel processes consultation with IDPs occurs separately from
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official negotiations and can take the form of a peace conference organized by
civil society, on the lines of the Women’s Peace Conference in Burundi. Even
when mediators have no direct relations with a parallel process, it is in their
interest to take the results of this process into account in their own work. In the
case of coupled processes, mediators take the results of parallel consultations
which they have carried out with IDPs into account in the negotiation process.
Direct participation as the third form is impossible in many cases for the reasons
given above. There are of course exceptions to this rule: In the case of Guatemala
refugees participated directly in the negotiations in Mexico.
The guide accurately reflects the reality of peace processes: There is no one-
size-fits-all solution for the actors involved, including mediators. However this
publication is a good starting point, enabling mediators to develop their own
strategies to suit a given situation in efforts to integrate IDPs. 15.03.2010

Integrating Internal Displacement into Peace Processes
and Agreements

The guide was drawn up by a team of experts in mediation, human rights and
humanitarian questions under the leadership of Walter Kälin, with the support
of Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs (FDFA) and in close cooperation with the Mediation Support Unit of the
United Nations. On 23 March the Mediation Support Project (swisspeace and
CSS, ETH Zurich) and the FDFA organized an event to launch the guide.

In four steps the publication shows how mediators can introduce topics rele-
vant to internally displaced persons in peace agreements. The steps, which
are not necessarily sequential, are designed as aide-memoires and as guide-
lines. They should be applied in a context-specific manner and adapted in
each case. The process should begin with the most detailed analysis possible
of the reasons for the displacement and the nature of the IDPs as well as the
dynamic within the IDP groups. The second step, based on the relevant legal
norms, is dedicated to the creation of a framework for introducing the con-
cerns of IDPs in the peace process. The third step covers the various models
for consultation with IDPs, and the fourth focuses on the core concerns of IDPs
and how to include them in a peace agreement.

OCHA Patrick Egloff,

Adviser to Walter Kälin,

Representative of the

Secretary-General on the

Human Rights of Internal-

ly Displaced Persons

mailto:egloffp@un.org
mailto:egloffp@un.org
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Peace Program Ixil

News from Swiss NGOs

Further information:

Caritas Sonja Bachmann

Truth, Justice and Reparations
for Conflict Victims in Guatemala
Caritas Switzerland and the Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund are supporting the pro-
cess of truth finding, justice and reparations in the Guatemalan provinces of El
Petén and Quiché. More than 10 years after the signing of the Peace Accords, the
Guatemalan state still lacks a coherent vision of transitional justice. The reports
of two Truth Commissions have not been recognized, many of the dead have
still not been identified, and efforts to deal with reparations have been few and
selective and have fuelled conflicts. The perpetrators not only go unpunished but
in many cases are involved in further human rights violations and threats.

For a number of years the two Swiss relief organizations have been providing
support to community-based organizations and victim committees in Dealing
with the Past processes with affected families and communities. The aim is to
pool individual experiences of the conflict to form a collective, communal history
as a basis for reparations. Caritas is strengthening victim relief organizations and
helping them to build networks both inside Guatemala and with other Central
American countries, in order to enable victims to participate in national debates.
Village populations also need to be able to bring their interests on board in these
debates. The questions concerning appropriate reparations, women’s issues,
gender-specific crimes and psychosocial support are crucial to this process, but
should not lead to further victimization of the survivors.

Caritas and the Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund are supporting the development and
implementation of a coherent lobbying strategy at the local, regional and natio-
nal levels. At the international level victims of the conflict are at present being
questioned before the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in Washing-
ton on the reparations policy of Guatemala. The Commission’s recommendations
will be taken into consideration in the future efforts of Caritas and the Swiss
Catholic Lenten Fund. The International Center for Transitional Justice recently
joined the Program. 11.03.2010
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DCAF: ISSAT

ASSET

International Security Sector Advisory Team:
Activities and Development
When the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) and
a number of countries and multi-lateral agencies and departments involved in
supporting security sector reform (SSR) created the International Security Sector
Advisory Team (ISSAT) in 2008, a standing capacity to provide targeted and
timely support for SSR was envisioned. Two years on, ISSAT is working to impro-
ve the quality of SSR support provided by its members through advisory field
missions as well as training and capacity development activities. In late 2009,

http://www.fastenopfer.ch/data/media/dokumente/entwicklungspolitik/friedensfoerderung/ppi_09.pdf
mailto:SBachmann@caritas.ch
http://www.dcaf.ch/issat
http://asset-ssr.org/
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Further information:

DCAF Mark Koenig

ISSAT introduced a new strategy aiming to consolidate its position by focusing
on ISSAT’s role in providing advisory field support.

Field missions in 2009 included a program design project with Switzerland in
support of the defense transformation in Southern Sudan, working with the Eu-
ropean Commission on an assessment in the Central African Republic, and
assisting the Netherlands with assessments in Burundi as well as Kosovo. Each
ISSAT mission is undertaken by a team combining ISSAT experts with member
country professionals so that the mission can effectively accomplish its objecti-
ves while transferring knowledge and capacity to member country staff.

ISSAT has also sustained its role in training and capacity building efforts, having
facilitated trainings on whole of government approaches for several members
(including Switzerland), supported regional dialogue for SSR practitioners in Ne-
pal as well as a civil society training held in Timor-Leste. Complimenting these
initiatives is ISSAT’s continued leadership role in the Association for SSR Educa-
tion and Training (ASSET).

Over the course of its activities, ISSAT has developed close relationships with
several multi-lateral organizations and agencies. Significant assistance is provi-
ded to the United Nations, and efforts to support both ECOWAS and the African
Union in the area of SSR are ongoing. The continued demand for ISSAT’s services
among both bi- and multi-lateral members indicates not only the challenges that
remain for SSR support efforts, but also the recognition of ISSAT’s potential to
help overcome those challenges. 17.03.2010
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Swiss Interchurch

Aid (HEKS)

EAPPI

HEKS Advocacy Workshop Palestine and Israel
Swiss Interchurch Aid (HEKS) organized a workshop on advocacy in Palestine/
Israel together with former protective accompaniment volunteers from the Ecu-
menical Accompaniment Program in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) and with Swiss
partner organizations. The aim was to identify priority topics for an advocacy
strategy, develop a clear picture of the most important actors, and gather ideas
as to how HEKS and EAPPI can help to bring about more justice in Palestine/
Israel.

The process began last November with a workshop in Palestine/Israel in the
framework of which Palestinian and Israeli partner organizations identified the
most pressing problems, and shared their experiences with international advo-
cacy. The partner organizations focused on the systematic nature of both the
occupation and the discrimination against Palestinians, as well as the related
structural violence. They also stressed the need to call into question the ideologi-
cal legitimation of this structural violence.

In the recent workshop the main issue was how Swiss organizations can put
this knowledge to good use. The participants considered on the basis of concrete
examples and in working groups the question of how Swiss civil society through
a human rights approach might be able to influence the causes of the problems

mailto:m.koenig@dcaf.ch
http://www.heks.ch
http://www.eappi.org/
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identified. The greatest opportunities for exerting influence were found in the
following three areas: by means of international humanitarian law, since Swit-
zerland is the Depositary State of the Geneva Conventions; by means of Israeli
products on the Swiss market that are produced in the occupied territory and are
therefore illegal; and by the advocacy of a clear position from the churches.
These efforts are now being pursued by a working group, which in the near
future will contact additional Swiss organizations and actors. 19.03.2010

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

HEKS Angela Elmiger
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cfd: Youth Projects

on Violence Prevention

cfd: Empowerment

of Young Women with

Cure

Wings of Hope

Narko-ne

Cure

Further information:

cfd Annette Dietschy

Youth Projects for the Prevention of Violence
In the suburbs of Sarajevo are living more and more socially disadvantaged
people. Unemployment and lack of perspectives have grown to alarming propor-
tions in Bosnia and Herzegovina, where governmental programs for young peo-
ple are lacking. As a result of the war, many young people suffer from what is
known as „transgenerational trauma“. Many parents are continuing to pass on
hate-filled ethnic preconceptions to their children. For this reason the feminist
peace organization cfd is supporting three new youth projects in Sarajevo and
Vareš in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The three projects involve individual and group therapy for traumatized youths,
as well as creative workshops and weekly leisure activities for children and
adolescents in schools, Roma settlements and orphanages, and support for children
with learning difficulties. Young women are being encouraged to involve them-
selves in public actions, and to demand and assume an active role in society.
Voluntary pupils, students and youths at the beginning of a professional career
receive pedagogical introductory trainings and then help to implement pilot so-
cial work projects. Teachers are trained to provide therapy and counseling to
traumatized youths. All of these measures support young people in their social
development and self-awareness and prepare them to participate in the future
of their country in ways that will ensure greater social justice, prevention of
violence and peace.

The three youth projects have started as local initiatives that offer young people
a place in society, the chance of professional development, a space for meeting
and dialogue, and support in dealing with the traumatic (war) experiences and
the opportunity to learn a constructive approach to conflict transformation.

23.03.2010

mailto:elmiger@heks.ch
www.cfd-ch.org/d/empowerment/projekte/bosnien-herzegowina/jugendfoerderung.php
www.cfd-ch.org/d/empowerment/projekte/bosnien-herzegowina/jugendfoerderung.php
www.cfd-ch.org/d/empowerment/projekte/bosnien-herzegowina/cure.php
www.cfd-ch.org/d/empowerment/projekte/bosnien-herzegowina/cure.php
www.cfd-ch.org/d/empowerment/projekte/bosnien-herzegowina/cure.php
http://www.wings-of-hope.ba/index-e.html
http://www.narkone.org/de/
http://www.fondacijacure.org
mailto:annette.dietschy@cfd-ch.org
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IFF

IFF Study Tour on Local Government
The Institute of Federalism (IFF) hosted two delegations from India for a study tour
on local government in Switzerland between the 17th and 24th of February. The
Study Tour was organized by the IFF on request of the Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Cooperation (SDC) in cooperation with the Ministry of Panchayati Raj
(Local Government) in Delhi. Comprising of high level bureaucrats from the Minist-
ry of Panchayati Raj, the participants came from a wide range of states in India.

The Indian Constitution of 1950 envisaged the creation of a structure of local go-
vernment, which was finally put into place by a constitutional amendment in 1993.
Local government or communes in Switzerland have a long history, form a funda-
mental part of the Swiss system of direct democracy and foster citizens’ local
identities. The delegations were exposed to the three tiers of the Swiss system
and found different aspects to be of particular learning value: Resource sufficiency
of local governments, systems for promoting inclusion and consensus building, the
clear devolution of tasks to local governments and the very advanced system of
fiscal equalization. A highly developed spatial and zonal planning system was
found to be a very important function of local governments, since India increasin-
gly struggles to find adequate space for economic development and livelihood of
the rural population. The SDC in India will continue to provide support for the
Ministry of Panchayati Raj to develop and transfer expertise and learning from the
Swiss local government system to India. 18.03.2010

Further information:

IFF Rekha Oleschak

News from Swiss Government Agencies
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

SDC: Pakistan

New SDC Hindu Kush Regional Program
As of the end of 2011 Pakistan ceases to be a priority country for the Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) of the Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs (FDFA). The so-called Hindu Kush Regional Program will replace the
bilateral priority program that has existed until now. It will be a five-year program
(2010-2014) with an annual budget of CHF 5 million. There is also a shift in the
geographical focus: the involvement will now concern selected provinces in the
Pakistani-Afghan border region.
The new orientation of Swiss development cooperation in Pakistan is based on a
decision of the Federal Council in 2009 to maintain a presence in the region. In this
way Switzerland is supporting international efforts to promote the cohabitation of
people in this region.
The SDC, which has more than 40 years of experience in the region on which to
build, will continue to focus its efforts on the needs of the population. Thematically
the new program focuses on aspects of human security and conflict resolution.
The aim is to contribute to the region’s development and support efforts to live
together in peace. This should be made possible by helping to improve people’s

http://www.federalism.ch
mailto:rekha.oleschak-pillai@unifr.ch
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Laender/Suedasien_und_Himalaja/Pakistan
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living conditions and supporting local conflict resolution mechanisms. Solutions
to issue of governance are also being promoted at the local level.
The context in the Hindu Kush region is complex and characterized by social
tensions. The SDC therefore applies a conflict-sensitive approach to project
management. This includes permanent risk analysis together with feasibility
studies for proposed projects, the security of employees being a major concern.
Whether the SDC approach can be implemented depends on social and political
developments, and will be if necessary adjusted at a later stage. 13.03.2010

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

SDC Stefanie Burri 

World Congress Against the Death Penalty
The 4th World Congress Against the Death Penalty convened in Geneva on 24-26
February. The Congress was organized by the French NGO Ensemble Contre la
Peine de Mort (ECPM) and was under the patronage of Switzerland, which bore
the major part of the costs and provided considerable support in organizing the
event. The purpose of the Congress was to develop strategies together with the
participating political, diplomatic and civil society representatives for action to
abolish the death penalty worldwide. Switzerland was represented by the
President of the National Council, Pascale Bruderer Wyss, Federal Councilor
Micheline Calmy-Rey and former Federal Councilor Ruth Dreifuss. They spoke of
the important role which the Confederation has played in international efforts to
combat the death penalty.
Among the 1500 participants from all over the world were many well-known
persons including the former French Justice Minister Robert Badinter, the UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights Navanethem Pillay and the Prime Minister
of Spain José Luís Rodríguez Zapatero. The latter introduced the Spanish initiative
for an international commission against the death penalty, the aim of which is a
worldwide moratorium by the year 2015. Switzerland has expressed great interest
in this effort and will support the Spanish initiative.
Alongside the various successes on the road to universal abolition of the death
penalty the Congress also reviewed the challenges that remain. In the view of
those present it should be possible to overcome them with reciprocate support
through strong arguments and moral commitment. Through its contribution to
this 4th World Congress Switzerland has made an important contribution to the
goal of abolition of the death penalty throughout the world and has at the same
time promoted respect for human dignity. In furthering its commitment the
Confederation should include the issue of the death penalty in a more systematic
way at the bilateral level in the context of various demarches and human rights
dialogues. 17.03.2010
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4th World Congres

Against the Death

Penalty

Further information:

PA IV Valerie Wagner

mailto:stefanie.burri@deza.admin.ch
www.abolition.fr/fr/congres/4eme-congres-mondial-contre-la-peine-de-mort
www.abolition.fr/fr/congres/4eme-congres-mondial-contre-la-peine-de-mort
www.abolition.fr/fr/congres/4eme-congres-mondial-contre-la-peine-de-mort
mailto:valerie.wagner@eda.admin.ch
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Peace Mediation Course

FDFA: Peace and

Security

Mediation Support

Project

CSS: Center for

Security Studies

Further information:

FDFA Murezi Michael

Peace Mediation Course 2010
Mediation and support for peace processes are key components of Switzerland’s
foreign policy. In an effort to meet the demand for experts in these tasks, the
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) in collaboration with the Mediation
Support Project (swisspeace and CSS, ETH Zurich) this year offered the third
Peace Mediation Course.
The 26 participants, all of whom have had experience in conflict areas, were
from 13 different nationalities. They included a number of individuals from conflict
areas in which the FDFA is active, together with five participants from the FDFA
and six from the United Nations. During 12 days they dealt with the most
important topics, concepts and techniques of mediation in peace processes. As
well as modules on negotiation and mediation techniques, methods of conflict
analysis and for the design of mediation processes the course offered separate
units on such topics as Dealing with the Past, power sharing and wealth sharing
in peace processes, and the implementation of peace agreements. Modules
dealing with theory were supported by a great many role playing sessions and
practical exercises designed to apply theoretical knowledge.
The participants were able to benefit from the wide experience of the nine
trainers and mediation experts from Switzerland and abroad whose experiences
of peace negotiations range from Africa, Central America and Southeast Asia to
Northern Ireland, the Balkans, and who have been active in various other contexts.
The course ended on 19 March with a discussion with Ambassador Thomas
Greminger, in which the role of Switzerland in current peace negotiations was
outlined. 19.03.2010

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Alert
The European premiere of the documentary film „War Don Don“ is being held
in London courtesy of International Alert and Human Rights  Watch. The film is
about the trial of the former commander-in-chief of Sierra Leone’s „Revolutio-
nary United Front“ rebel movement, Issa Sesay. The various actors at the
Special Court for Sierra Leone have their say: prosecutors, defenders, Sesay
himself and the victims of his alleged crimes. The film is due to tour several
European cities.

Berghof
At the beginning of 2010 the Berghof Research Center for Constructive Con-
flict Management was renamed Berghof Conflict Research and its website
was changed accordingly.

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

International Partner Organizations

News from ten

international KOFF

partner organizations.

Berghof Conflict

Research

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

http://www.peacemediation.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/mediation
http://www.swisspeace.ch/mediation
http://www.css.ethz.ch 
http://www.css.ethz.ch 
mailto:murezi.michael@eda.admin.ch
http://www.wardondonfilm.com/
http://www.berghof-conflictresearch.org
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo PeaceWomen Across the Globe, the Swiss Agency for Development and Coo-
peration (SDC) and Cinématte Bern invite to the Cuba Forum on 30 April and
1 May. The program includes documentary films by Lizette Vila – one of the
1000 PeaceWomen – an exhibition entitled „Faces of Peace in Latin America
and the Caribbean“ and on 1 May a panel discussion on art in conflict media-
tion with filmmaker Lizette Vila and other participants.

„Peace in the Fields – Peace on the Plates!“ is the motto of this year’s Easter
March,which begins on Easter Monday 5 April at 13.00 at Eichholz on bank of
the Aare and ends with a gathering on the Münsterplatz.

PBI-Switzerland is presenting a photo exhibition in Zug on 7-16 April, „Justicia
y Paz – Visions of Justice“ with pictures taken by Jorge Mata, documenting the
Colombian peace process.

On the occasion of the 90th birthday of Aline Boccardo who in 1977 founded
the „Women for Peace“ movement, the Romero House in Lucerne is hosting
an exhibition of posters from the years 1988 to 1993 on disarmament, peace
and environmental protection. Opening hours 08.30-20.30 each day, 19-30
April.

The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the Federal
Office for Agriculture are hosting a Symposium on „The Challenge of Climate
Change for Agriculture and Food Security“ on 16 April, from 08.30-17.00 in
Bern.

Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace-

building.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FriEnt
The new Constitution of Nepal is due to take effect on 28 May 2010. The focus
article in the latest issue of FriEnt-Impulse, written by KOFF‘s Marcel von Arx,
looks at the main challenges involved in this process and the roles played by
civil society and the international community.

Forum Ziviler Friedensdienst
 The Academy for Conflict Transformation of the Forum Civil Peace Service
offers a new Self Learning Course „movie – Assessing Impact“. It is based on
the manual „movie“, which complements and extends existing project moni-
toring tools and aims at impact-oriented planning and implementation of peace
projects. The course focuses on impact and progress indicators. Making use of
typical mistakes made in the preparation of project applications it presents the
key concepts behind „movie“ and impact assessment.

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

GTZ

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

http://www.1000peacewomen.org/deu/aktuell.php
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/deu/projekte_ausstellung_archiv_detail.php?IDNews=166
http://www.ostermarschbern.ch/cms/front_content.php
http://www.ostermarschbern.ch/cms/front_content.php
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/de/projekte-schweiz/ausstellungen/fotoausstellung/zug/
http://www.romerohaus.ch/veranstaltungen-romero-haus.html?tx_bmievents_pi1[showUid]=192894&tx_bmievents_pi1[startPage]=679&cHash=198a0b673a
http://www.world-food-dialogue.ch/program.htm
http://www.frient.de/materialien/impulse.asp?kategorie=Impulse
http://forumzfd-akademie.de/de/node/3195||
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
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ABC of International

Law

ABC of Human Rights

ABC of International

Humanitarian Law

ABC of Diplomacy

ABC of International Law
Since 2008 the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) has published a
series of reader-friendly brochures devoted to various aspects of Swiss foreign
policy. These ABCs on Diplomacy, Human Rights and International Humanitarian
Law are now complemented by an ABC on International Law. As in the case of
the other brochures of the series it has a general introduction followed by an
exhaustive glossary of the essential concepts of international law. Available free
of charge, those brochures are ideal for civics and history classes at secondary
school level, for vocational classes, as well as introductory reading for students.
The brochures can be ordered singly or as a class set in English, German, French
or Italian. 08.03.2010

To order

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Internally displaced

people in Colombia,

victims in permanent

transition (Sandro

Jiménez Ocampo,

et al., 2009)

Summary
Download

Project: Justicia y

reparación

Documentary Movies

on IDPs in Colombia

InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Internally Displaced People in Colombia
„Internally displaced people in Colombia, victims in permanent transition“ is a
thorough and well-researched study about IDPs in Colombia and their right to
reparations. In this publication Sandro Jiménez Ocampo and his team from the
University of San Buenaventura give IDPs a voice. They talk about their needs,
fears and frustrations and their desire for the recognition of their rights. Contrary
to the policies and practices of the Colombian state, which often considers IDPs
as victims and marginalizes them, the authors focus mainly on the human side
of the problems faced by IDPs. While their situation is indeed often very precarious,
Colombian IDPs do not want to be dependent on occasional, sporadic and
ultimately arbitrary support from the authorities, preferring that their rights as
citizens be recognized.
This multi-faceted book reveals the political sensitivity of the IDP question and
the way in which the various parties to the conflict, state and non-state actors,
exploit and manipulate IDPs for their own purposes, for example to ensure the
further concentration of land in the hands of a few powerful landlords.
The authors also discuss the role of reparations as an important component in a
holistic approach to Dealing with the Past, together with truth, justice and non-
recurrence. Finally, Ocampo and his colleagues make it clear that they have no
illusions about Dealing with the Past as a genuine solution to the conflict in
Colombia. They argue that it has become little more than a way for donors and
the Colombian elite to manage the war with the help of their own costly programs
and projects, at the expense of the victims. 02.03.2010

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/doc/publi/pintl/intlaw1.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/doc/publi/pintl/intlaw1.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/doc/publi/pintl.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/doc/publi/phumig.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/doc/publi/phumig.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/doc/publi/pdipl.html
mailto:publikationen@eda.admin.ch
http://www.restorativejustice.org/articlesdb/articles/9774?searchterm=Internally+displaced+people
http://www.restorativejustice.org/articlesdb/articles/9774?searchterm=Internally+displaced+people
http://www.scribd.com/doc/28815071/Colombia-IDP%C2%B4s-amp-Transitional-Justice-IDRC-102865-001
http://www.justiciayreparacion.org
http://www.justiciayreparacion.org
http://www.justiciayreparacion.org/Galeria_Videos/index.php
http://www.justiciayreparacion.org/Galeria_Videos/index.php
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Erfolgreich gewaltfrei

Web Tip

„Successfully Non-Violent“ in Electronic Format
„Erfolgreich gewaltfrei“ (Successfully non-violent) is a study by the Institute for
Foreign Cultural Relations (ifa) commissioned by the Civil Conflict Transformation
Program zivik. It is currently available as MediaWiki, pdf or eBook.

The study looks at professional approaches and methods of civil conflict ma-
nagement, from prevention to conflict resolution (peacemaking), protection from
violence and human rights violations (peacekeeping) as well as peacebuilding.
The success of these measures is documented with over 20 illustrative examp-
les and on the basis of more than 70 case studies, each summarized in a few
pages. Brief articles on key concepts of civil conflict transformation together with
precise descriptions of the relevant institutions and organizations complete the
study.

The study is attractive not only for its encyclopedic nature, but also for its availa-
bility in various electronic media. „Successfully non-violent“ is available in three
different electronic formats: MediaWiki, pdf and eBook. All have the distinctive
colored navigation graphics, with a different color for each chapter. The study is
rich in internal and external links, making it possible to explore it thoroughly and
systematically and access additional information via the links. All three formats
can be accessed on the website. 08.03.2010

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:christa.dold@swisspeace.ch
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
http://www.eda.admin.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.caux.ch/de/home
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/index.php
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
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http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
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http://www.genevacall.org
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