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Further information:

KOFF Ursula Keller

KOFF Websites

KOFF Annual Report

KOFF Annual Report 2009 Online
Each year KOFF publishes a full report on its activities for member organizations.
The report for 2009 (in German and French) is now available online. 16.05.2010

Annual Meeting of KOFF Member Organizations
The annual meeting of KOFF member organizations took place on 26 May in
Bern, with some 40 persons in attendance. In the statutory part of the meeting,
led by Geert van Dok, the new KOFF Program Director Ursula Keller spoke of
current developments and upcoming priorities for the year 2010 and related her
experiences of the first three months in office. In a symbolic „world tour“ mem-
bers of the KOFF team reviewed the events of 2009, presenting their own perso-
nal highlights.

Among the most important statutory business was the appointment of replace-
ments for two departing members of the Steering Committee: Irène Collaud
(category C, peace organizations) and Geert van Dok (category A, development
organizations). Esther Marthaler of Helvetas is the new representative for cate-
gory A and Ruedi Tobler of the Swiss Peace Council for category C. Cécile
Bühlmann (cfd) was confirmed as category C representative for another two
years. Geert van Dok, who belongs to the founding generation of KOFF and has
left his mark on the Center’s work over the past nine years, was warmly thanked
for his commitment, as was Irène Collaud. Departing Ambassador Thomas
Greminger, Director of Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV), who has done much
within the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs to promote KOFF was also thanked
for his efforts.

The second part of the meeting was devoted to debating the question „What
exactly is peacebuilding?“. The aim was to clarify the concepts behind implicit
and explicit assumptions and definitions of peacebuilding. The debate, which is
the topic of the Focus article in this edition of the newsletter, began with contri-
butions from Markus Heiniger (Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation),
Yvonne Buschor (Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund) and Martin Damary (Geneva Call).

26.05.2010
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KOFF Websites

on Nepal

SDC: Nepal

Nepal Roundtable on New SDC Program in Khotang
KOFF organized a Nepal roundtable at the end of April entitled „Khotang – A
New Swiss Colony?“. The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC)
is focusing its efforts in Nepal in areas such as infrastructure, agriculture and the
promotion of local democracy, organizing these activities on a geographic basis
in so-called „clusters“. This is one example of the implementation at the

mailto:ursula.keller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/nepal/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/nepal/index.html
http://www.deza.admin.ch/en/Home/Countries/South_Asia_and_the_Himalayas/Nepal
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MSP (swisspeace/

CSS ETH-Zurich)

BEFORE

UNDEF

EISA

Workshops in Guinea on Mediation
in the Context of Elections
As part of the preparations for elections in Guinea, MSP – a joint project of
swisspeace and CSS ETH-Zurich – together with International Alert (IA) conduc-
ted workshops on „Mediation in the Context of Elections“ at four separate loca-
tions in Guinea. The endeavor also had the support of the Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs (FDFA), BEFORE and the United Nations Democracy Fund (UN-
DEF).

The more than one hundred participants in total were allowed to familiarize
themselves in three days with the legal context of the elections (electoral law
and the constitution), conflict theories, election cycles and the techniques and
methods of mediation. The synergies between local, regional and international
experts allowed participants to extend their knowledge about conflict analysis
and prevention, to discuss specific topic-related mechanisms, and to encourage
the sharing of experiences between various African countries in regard to medi-
ation and elections. In so far as the latter is concerned, experts from the Electoral
Institute of Southern Africa (EISA) shared their knowledge on projects in Kenya
and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Participants were selected on the basis
of the following specific criteria: political independence, good reputation and
potential to work as mediators and as bridge builders in society.

The first workshop in N’zérékoré with 21% participation of women was comple-
ted successfully on 16 May. It was followed by workshops in Conakry, Labé and
Kankan. The participants welcomed the idea of further workshops of this kind.
The organizers will keep in touch with the participants of the workshop series in
order to assess the project’s impact. Furthermore, International Alert will present
a report on the results of the workshops to the Commission Électorale Nationale
Indépendante (CENI), so as to ensure that the project can be integrated in local
structures in an optimal manner. 28.05.2010

operational level of conflict-sensitive program management. It promotes
synergies within the program and contributes to networking, trust-building and
understanding with local actors, also making it possible to integrate Track III
experiences in the dialogue with national authorities.
Yamuna Ghale of the SDC Cooperation Office in Nepal is convinced that a lasting
contribution to poverty reduction can be achieved in Khotang, a relatively remote
district that to date has been neglected by most donors. The SDC program will
make particular efforts to include marginalized and discriminated groups, notably
Dalits, women and Janajatis. Working with national and Swiss partners the
program will focus on building bridges and road corridors in areas that are difficult
to reach, promoting the sustainable use of forest, promoting education and
strengthening the local authorities. Since all of these activities depend greatly
on the political developments, the program also works on the promotion of
peace and human rights. 30.04.2010

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx

Further information:

MSP

Elisabeth Baumgartner

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/earlyresponse-gcpm/index.html
http://www.un.org/partnerships/un_democracy_fund.html
http://www.eisa.org.za/
mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
mailto:elisabeth.baumgartner@swisspeace.ch
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Further information:

KOFF Jonathan Sisson

World Peace Academy

MAS Programm

KOFF Websites on

Dealing with the Past
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BEFORE

MSP (swisspeace/

CSS ETH-Zurich)

International Alert

Dealing with the Past Training for World Peace Academy
swisspeace conducted a week-long training for the MAS program in Peace and
Conflict Transformation of the World Peace Academy on 3-7 May, focusing on a
holistic Dealing with the Past (DwP) framework. Presentations included several
country examples: East Timor and its truth commission; missing persons in the
Balkans, Dealing with the Past and the comprehensive peace agreement in Ne-
pal; the right to justice and the hybrid court in Sierra Leone. Moreover victim-
perpetrators dynamics are illustrative of the approach. DwP was presented as
one element of the peacebuilding agenda. The 25 participants of this new Mas-
ters degree came from Southeast Asia, Africa, Latin America and Europe. 07.05.2010

Election Fever in Guinea
BEFORE’s West Africa Committee, which consists of international experts from
both North and South, met for the third time in Conakry on 20 and 21 May. The
purpose of the meeting was two-fold: to obtain first hand information on the
upcoming presidential elections, and to discuss the Action Plan for Guinea with
local project partners and to adapt it if necessary. It was clear from the many
exchanges that current peacebuilding efforts are focused on the elections of 27
June. While short term projects designed to ensure fair and peaceful elections are
currently receiving the most attention, longer term projects that are concerned
with the creation of functioning state institutions inevitably fade into the back-
ground. Taking this into consideration, BEFORE is trying to defuse existing conflict
potential. This has been done through the Women’s Caravan and the mediation
project in cooperation with International Alert and MSP (swisspeace/CSS ETH-
Zurich). The aim is to create structures that can help to prevent outbreaks of pre-
election violence. At the same time in discussions with local civil society and the
government, representatives of BEFORE have insisted that despite the upcoming
election, longer term peacebuilding imperatives must not be neglected. BEFORE
is therefore concentrating its efforts on the creation of suitable state institutions,
notably in the security and judicial sectors as well as the parliamentary system.

25.05.2010

Further information:

BEFORE

Heinz Krummenacher

mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.ch
http://www.world-peace-academy.ch/?sid=960d2c6e6714e041c6626212e235ac4e&lang=en
http://www.world-peace-academy.ch/?lang=en&pid=43
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/earlyresponse-gcpm/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.html
http://www.international-alert.org/
mailto:heinz.krummenacher@swisspeace.ch
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A Distinction with a

Difference: Conflict

Sensitivity and

Peacebuilding

Focus

Peacebuilding: Assumptions, Myths and Resources
„What exactly is peacebuilding?“- this seemingly banal and at the same
time provocative question was the focus of a panel debate at this year’s
annual meeting of KOFF member organizations in Bern. Can work with
forest management groups in areas of Nepal under Maoist control or a
livelihood project in Afghanistan be considered as peacebuilding? The
discussion brought to light the many interfaces between humanitarian
aid, development cooperation and peacebuilding. At the same time it
raised new questions as to the aims, impact and resources involved.

Just as there are many organizational and context-specific definitions of „peace“
so there is a wide range of views on the meaning of peacebuilding. The under-
lying assumptions are in fact seldom explicit, despite the fact that many Swiss
organizations today have their own specific policy and strategy documents. In
reality, however, neither these documents nor such often used concepts as „wor-
king in / on conflict“ or conflict sensitivity contribute to a real clarification of what
a given organization understands as peacebuilding in a specific context. To what
extent does the strengthening of women’s rights in a conflict context contribute
to peacebuilding? Does a project in the Gaza Strip that teaches young people a
non-violent approach to conflict help to „build peace“? Experience shows that
the answer to these questions depends greatly on how one understands and
defines peacebuilding. Questions as to relevance, impact, overall objectives or
political legitimation will be seen differently depending on whether a peacebuil-
ding intervention is based on a very narrow or very broad definition.

Experiences of Swiss actors

In its work in Kenya, Nepal and the Congo the Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund strives
to take into account the effects of violent conflicts and to deal with them at the
individual level. In this context the Fund contributes to the development of a new
instrument linking „Do no Harm“ to a psychosocial approach. This helps to re-
establish dialogue between partner organizations in Kenya, which had been stalled
following the outbreak of violence in 2008. Examples of Geneva Call’s humanita-
rian work showed how the organization directly addresses the key driving actors
of conflict and, through dialogue, encourages them to change their behavior and
to respect international humanitarian law. Quite frequently this approach has a
direct positive impact on the overall peace process, as for example in South
Sudan.

The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) of the Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) demonstrated, with the example of Nepal, how an
integrated approach to conflict transformation can also improve the effectiveness
of development cooperation in a conflict context. At the same time the SDC takes
into account the Principles of Good International Engagement in Fragile States.
The fact that it is essential for the local population to ensure their own safety
implies and calls for measures specifically aimed at reforms of the local security
architecture and governance as complements to development efforts.

http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/pdf/article/RPP_Differentiating%20Conflict%20Sensitivity%20and%20Peacebuilding_20091026.pdf
http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/pdf/article/RPP_Differentiating%20Conflict%20Sensitivity%20and%20Peacebuilding_20091026.pdf
http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/pdf/article/RPP_Differentiating%20Conflict%20Sensitivity%20and%20Peacebuilding_20091026.pdf
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Further information:

KOFF Roland Dittli

Myths and conceptual blurring

Examples show that the differences between „working in“ and „working on
conflict“ as well as between conflict sensitivity and peacebuilding are blurred
in reality. The growing demand to plan and implement interventions not only in
a conflict sensitive way but also so as to transform conflict and to influence the
conflict drivers, has gradually shifted the roles of humanitarian and development
actors in recent years. This is also reflected in the ever broader conceptualization
of peacebuilding, as developed by major international development organizations
and also the Organisation for Economic Development and Co-operation (OECD).

In general one can only welcome the fact that international actors wish to
strengthen their roles and take on greater responsibility in a conflict context.
Problems arise however when there is a lack of conceptual clarity as to how
peacebuilding and conflict sensitivity can interact in a specific country context,
or are respectively to be differentiated. This lack of clarity often results in limiting
the effectiveness of the interventions. It is for this reason that Peter Woodrow
and Diana Chigas of „CDA Collaborative Learning Projects“ warn against lines
of reasoning that are not followed through, and which lead to the following
myths and misconceptions: a conflict sensitive intervention in a conflict context
is by definition peacebuilding; peacebuilding is the same thing as conflict sensitive
development cooperation; development programs inevitably strengthen conflict
prevention, and peacebuilding is by definition conflict sensitive.

Lack of resources for implementation

At another level the question arises as to whether the organizations not only
develop concepts but also allocate the necessary resources for strategically
effective peacebuilding and for the proper implementation of conflict sensitivity.
On the positive side it can be noted that in many Swiss organizations the
conceptual work was carried out and the technical know-how acquired with
the help of training. More recently however there has been a tendency to dissolve
specific peacebuilding divisions or reduce staffing and capacities with regard to
peacebuilding to a minimum. This is certainly not sufficient to contextualize
existing peacebuilding concepts and support their implementation in the countries
concerned, nor indeed to embed a conflict sensitive approach in all country
programs.
As for KOFF, it will strive to contribute to greater conceptual clarity with the
example of specific countries. What are the „key driving factors“ or „actors“ in
a particular conflict context? What exactly is conflict sensitivity? What implicit
assumptions and theories of social change underlie project work? And what are
the most promising strategies in terms of impact? KOFF together with its member
organizations will work to provide space and make substantive contributions in
order to go deeper into these questions and make peacebuilding more effective.

26.05.2010

mailto:roland.dittli@swisspeace.ch
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Further information:

PBI-Switzerland Lisa Salza

PBI-Switzerland

PBI-Colombia
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Media21

InfoSud

News from Swiss NGOs

Land Rights and Human Rights of
Colombia’s Small Farmers
Small farmers in Colombia face a two-fold threat from armed conflict and from
the presence of multinational commodities corporations whose activities are
causing the displacement of entire farming communities. Farmers of both sexes
attempting to defend their rights are subjected to intimidation on a regular basis.
Following the murder of five members of a local farmers’ association, the
Asociación Campesina del Valle del Río Cimitarra (ACVC), the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights requested protective measures by the state in
2002. However, continuing threats and the criminalization of farmer
representatives have seriously impaired their efforts. In 2009, the ACVC concluded
a protective accompaniment agreement with Peace Brigades International (PBI).
ACVC activist and farmer Irene Ramírez visited Switzerland in mid-May at the
invitation of PBI. The protection of marginalized segments of Colombia’s population
was one of the main topics of the visit, including at a public panel discussion
with Carlo Sommaruga, member of the Swiss National Council from Geneva.
Although laws on farming reserves – an instrument for the protection against
arbitrary displacements allowing the sustainable exploitation of natural resources
– has been passed in Colombia, it has not been implemented. Ms Ramírez has
therefore asked Swiss government agencies to promote with insistence
sustainable development for Colombia’s small farmers. The State Secretariat for
Economic Affairs (SECO) is aware of the two main land-related problems and
has decided to address them. To begin with, SECO accepts the fact that armed
conflict in the region is continuing and acknowledges that correct land titles are
therefore of little use. They can be destroyed or be taken from the owners by
armed actors at any time. Secondly, land rights are unclear, because the same
plot of land is sometimes allocated both to the community and private ownership.

20.05.2010

Media21: Looking Back on the First Year of Independence
In 2006, the InfoSud press agency launched its Global Journalism Network
Media21 in an effort to improve the training of journalists and their ability to
report on global challenges. Since January 2009, InfoSud and Media21 are two
independent institutions. Media 21 has constantly since its founding developed
and extended its network and activities. Today over 1000 journalists from five
continents have adopted this solution-driven approach to journalism close to the
concerns of the public. Since 2007, 430 journalists have attended 26 training
workshops and 13 field assignments on such global challenges as climate change,
access to water and food, governance, migration, peacebuilding, human rights,
health, the impact of development cooperation, as well as reconciliation and
peace-related journalism. They have made 600 contributions to newspapers,

mailto:lisa.salza@peacebrigades.ch
http://www.peacebrigades.ch
http://www.pbi-colombia.org/
http://www.media21geneva.org/
http://www.infosud.org/spip.php?page=sommaire&lang=fr
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Further information:

Media21 Fabrice Boulé

GPP

radio, TV, internet, and blogs and met with 550 representatives of international
organizations, governments, NGOs, the private sector and universities.

In 2010, Media21 puts special emphasis on the contributions of media to gover-
nance and in particular to conflict prevention and transformation as well as pea-
cebuilding. These topics are systematically covered when training journalists in
human rights. Thanks to the support of the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue
journalists from Kenya, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kyrgyzstan and Armenia have
been able to role-play as government representatives and leaders of rebel groups
negotiating a peace agreement. Future workshops on governance in Africa or on
peace and war following the publication of the World Bank’s World Development
Report 2011 „Conflict, Security and Development“ will be held in collaboration
with the ICRC. A broader objective is to improve cooperation between the me-
dia, peace and humanitarian organizations in Geneva. The number of speciali-
zed organizations in Geneva is increasing, but they have difficulties to work
together and to make their contributions known to the wider public. Geneva,
unrecognized capital of peace and humanitarian aid? Might the media be able to
awaken the Sleeping Beauty? 19.05.2010

Consultation on Women’s Participation
in Peacebuilding
On 20 and 21 May, the Geneva Peacebuilding Platform organized a series of
events to exchange views on key issues to be considered in the Report of the
Secretary-General on Women’s Participation in Peacebuilding. A two-day consul-
tation convened in collaboration with the United Nations Peacebuilding Support
Office and UNDP, and with support from UNIFEM and the UN Department of
Peacekeeping Operations brought together field-based practitioners from the UN
as well as members of Geneva’s peacebuilding community. Issues discussed
related to conflict-resolution processes; the gender aspect in post-conflict plan-
ning, financing and organization; justice and the rule of law from a gender
perspective; women’s security; gender and governance; women’s engagement
in post-conflict politics and decision-making. Key questions addressed were: What
factors have helped increase women’s engagement in peace talks – whether in
formal mediation, parallel civil society processes or as experts? What models for
women’s inclusion have been most successful? How has the international
community’s approach to rebuilding the core governmental functions after con-
flict advanced or hindered the objective of engaging women in governance?
Contributions to the workshop helped shape the agenda for gender-responsive
peacebuilding, issuing concrete recommendations for improving international and
national responses to meet the needs of women and girls alike. A summary of
the workshop will soon be published on the GPP’s website. 21.05.2010

Further information:

GPP Frédérique Guerin

mailto:fboule@infosud.org
http://www.gcsp.ch/Conflict-and-Peacebuilding/The-Geneva-Peacebuilding-Platform-GPP
mailto:f.guerin@gcsp.ch
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Further information:

FDFA  Anna Mattei 

Human Rights

Dialogues and

Discussions

News from Swiss Government Agencies
Human Rights Dialogue between Switzerland and Vietnam
A Vietnamese delegation visited Bern on 22-24 April for the 8th Dialogue on
human rights and international organizations. The encounter led to a fruitful ex-
change of views and proved the dialogue’s importance to both countries.

The discussions addressed legislative reforms that are currently underway in
Switzerland and Vietnam. They also dealt with the continuation of cooperation
regarding international norms in the area of women’s rights, the activities of the
UN Human Rights Council, exchanges of expertise concerning the enforcement
of court decisions and protection of the rights of minorities, as well as the legal
framework and technical cooperation in the area of women’s rights.

The Vietnamese delegation provided information on the current state of the de-
bate in Vietnam with regard to the death penalty and measures for preparing
adherence to the Convention against Torture. The exchange also covered free-
dom of expression and media freedom in relation to national security. Regarding
religious freedom, the initiative to ban minarets in Switzerland was discussed.
The presence of representatives of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs and
the Justice and Police Department made it possible to discuss this topic in depth.

The delegations then moved to Strasbourg where they paid a visit to the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights and met with Giorgio Malinverni, Switzerland’s
judge of the Court. He presented the work on the Court in the framework of the
European Convention on Human Rights. 24.04.2010

Swiss Mediation in Peace Processes
The Swiss Mediation Days of the Swiss Federation of Mediation Associations
(SDM) took place on 7 and 8 May in Bern under the banner „Mediative Switzer-
land“. The Friday event was dedicated to „Swiss Mediation in Peace Proces-
ses“. Following an opening address by Thomas Greminger, Head of Political
Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA),
mediators Julian Hottinger, Günther Baechler and Markus Heiniger took the floor
to report on their mediation experiences in a variety of international contexts. In
the afternoon, two international mediation workshops were conducted by staff
of the Mediation Support Project (MSP), a joint project of swisspeace and the
Center for Security Studies of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich
(ETH-Zurich), which works closely with the FDFA. In the first workshop on the
subject of „Mediation in Switzerland and Mediation in Peace Processes“, prepa-
red in collaboration with mediator Ursula König, Swiss mediators focused on the
special nature of international mediation with the help of film clips from the
documentary „Pray the Devil Back to Hell“. In the second workshop, MSP pre-
sented mediation techniques in international conflicts using case simulation (fic-
tional role play). 08.05.2010
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FDFA: Facilitation

and Mediation

MSP

Further information:

FDFA

Murezi Michael

MSP

Elisabeth Baumgartner

mailto:anna.mattei@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/fr/home/topics/human/humri/humdia.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/fr/home/topics/human/humri/humdia.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/fr/home/topics/human/humri/humdia.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/sec/goch/facint.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/sec/goch/facint.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.html
mailto:murezi.michael@eda.admin.ch
mailto:murezi.michael@eda.admin.ch
mailto:elisabeth.baumgartner@swisspeace.ch
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Forum Ziviler Friedensdienst
„zfd aktuell“ is the new Newsletter of the forumZFD. The first issue is devoted
to the Forum’s 10-year jubilee and includes a report on the exhibition „Wir scheuen
keine Konflikte“ (We don’t shun conflicts), created especially for the occasion.

International Alert
International Alert recently published a report documenting the dangers invol-
ved in the return of refugees from Rwanda to North Kivu, in the eastern part of
the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Berghof
Berghof published a new case study in its Transition Series entitled „The Ba-
sque Country – the Long Walk to a Democratic Scenario“. The authors analyze
the evolution of the conflict between the Spanish state and the Basque Country
from the creation of the ETA in 1958 to the present, with an emphasis on the
various attempts to solve the conflict through mediation and negotiations.

CDA
The report on the third consultation on the cumulative impacts of peacebuilding
is now available online. Thirty people including donors, practitioners, the case
authors and CDA staff participated in the consultation on January 26-27, which
focused on five cumulative impact cases: Cambodia, Haiti, Mindanao, Mozam-
bique and South Africa.

FriEnt
A new FriEnt-Briefing     by the Working Group on Development and Peace looks at
the most important causes and impacts as well as trends in the private security
markets in developing countries and in armed conflicts. The focus is on the chal-
lenges to and approaches of development cooperation.

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

International Partner Organizations

News from ten

international KOFF

partner organizations.

Berghof Conflict

Research

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

forumZFD

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

GTZ

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo
This year KOFF is offering a four-part training series on the following topics:
- A Question of Honour? Gender and Culture-Sensitive Approaches to Peace-
  building,
- Evaluating Peacebuilding Projects,

- From Analysis to Strategy,

- Children & Dealing with the Past.

For the training „A Question of Honour?“ from 8-9 June there are still places
available. The main aim is to facilitate a constructive reflection on gender- and
culture-sensitive approaches to international cooperation and peacebuilding.

Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace-

building.

http://www.ziviler-friedensdienst.org/Newsletter.74.0.html?&no_cache=1
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/Refugees_Eastern_DRC.pdf
http://www.berghof-conflictresearch.org/de/publications/transitions-series/
http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/pdf/other/rpp_consultation_report_final_cumulative_impact_20100406_Pdf.pdf
http://www.frient.de/materialien/detaildoc.asp?id=1351
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
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The Palmyrah Association is organizing a public meeting on „Sri Lanka: Vom
Krieg zum Frieden“ (Sri Lanka: from war to peace) with development sociolo-
gist Bart Klem. The event is scheduled on 9 June at 19.30, following the Palmy-
rah annual meeting at the House of Religions in Bern.

„Perspektiven junger Frauen in Nicaragua“ (Prospects for young women in
Nicaragua) is the title of an event organized by medico international Switzer-
land on 2 June (19.30-21.00) in the Common Room of the Helmi housing
cooperative in Zurich. As well as presentations by the project coordinator in
Nicaragua and a doctor responsible for projects in Nicaragua, a film will be
screened about teenager pregnancy.

swisspeace and the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) will be hol-
ding a workshop on „Exploring the Involvement of Business Actors in Media-
tion Processes“ on 4 June in Bern. It will also discuss the scope and limitati-
ons of business actors’ involvement in support of peace negotiations. Regist-
ration by 2 June.
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Debriefing Mediators

Peacemaker’s Toolkit

Debriefing Mediators
„Debriefing Mediators to Learn from Their Experiences“ examines interviews
conducted with mediators to learn lessons about their mediation „method“.
These methodological debriefings are typically conducted by individuals who
have not been directly involved in the mediator’s work but who want to learn
the mediator’s perspective on what was done and why it was done. The hand-
book enhances the practice of mediation by showing how lessons from individu-
al mediators can be identified and made available both to their organizations
and to a wider practitioner audience. It also gives guidance to staff debriefing
mediators who are or have been directly involved in peace negotiations.

This volume is the fourth in the Peacemaker’s Toolkit series of the United States
Institute for Peace (USIP). Each handbook addresses a particular facet of the
work of mediating violent conflicts, including such topics as negotiations with
terrorists, constitution making, assessing and enhancing ripeness, and track-II
peacemaking. It is co-published by USIP, CSS ETH-Zurich and swisspeace. 12.05.2010

http://www.refbejuso.ch/palmyrah
http://www.medicointernational.ch/content/blogcategory/14/79/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/events/Business_and_Mediation_workshop_flyer.pdf
mailto:rina.alluri@swisspeace.ch
mailto:rina.alluri@swisspeace.ch
http://www.usip.org/files/resources/PMT_Debriefing%20Mediators.pdf
http://www.usip.org/resources/peacemaker-s-toolkit
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Business, Conflict

& Peace Portal

Web Tip
New Business, Conflict & Peace Portal Online
Nearly every major company is either operating in a conflict zone itself, or its
supply chain extends to zones of conflict, said Mauricio Lazala, Senior Resear-
cher at the non-profit Business & Human Rights Resource Centre at the launch of
the online portal „Business, Conflict & Peace“. Examples on the portal include
car and mobile phone companies sourcing „conflict minerals“ from DRC, biofuel
firms displacing communities in Colombia, airline carriers engaged in illegal arms
trade and companies in Colombia, Nepal and Sri Lanka contributing to peacebuil-
ding initiatives. It is the first global information hub on the topic and aims at
bringing together all the best information about how companies are impacting
human rights in conflict and post-conflict zones and to provide guidance on how
to avoid abuses. The portal’s content comes from international, humanitarian
and non-governmental organizations, governments, journalists, and companies
themselves. It explains key initiatives such as the Voluntary Principles on Security
and Human Rights, the Red Flags among others and has special sections on
particular issues such as torture, peacebuilding and gender. One major goal is to
provide practical assistance to the different actors, to NGOs for example by high-
lighting their concerns and initiatives and providing information to help their re-
search and campaigning or to companies by providing guidance tools and giving
examples of good and bad practice.

So far, the majority of documents on the website stems from UN sources. It
remains to be seen in the future, how well initiatives of governmental and non-
governmental organizations can be integrated into the portal. The start is promi-
sing whatsoever! 31.05.2010
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