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PA IV: Business and

Human Rights

A Question of Honor? Gender and Culture-Sensitive
Approaches to Peacebuilding
This year’s first KOFF training was devoted to gender and culture-sensitive ap-
proaches to peacebuilding projects. How can the integration of women in tradi-
tional patriarchal societies be encouraged? What negative consequences are
possible when a project for the empowerment of women fails to sufficiently take
into account the local cultural context? What part do men play in the determina-
tion of gender roles? And why are men so seldom involved in projects to promo-
te equality?

Cordula Reimann of KOFF and the UN Independent Expert on Cultural Rights
Farida Shaheed of Pakistan, two experienced peace researchers and practitio-
ners, facilitated the two-day session. Two gender analyses were carried out with
the help of case studies from Afghanistan and Liberia, with discussion of the
possible intervention strategies. The trainers commented on the results and also
provided many helpful practical examples. The discussion showed that actors
from individualized Western societies often underestimate the importance of the
family as an entity and do not take it sufficiently into account in their strategies.
Also stressed was the importance of men and of the traditional authorities for
the implementation of gender and culture-sensitive approaches to peacebuil-
ding. 09.06.2010

Exploring the Role of Business
Actors in Mediation Processes
swisspeace’s Business & Peace program and the Mediation Support Project or-
ganized a workshop on June 4 on the role of business actors in mediation pro-
cesses during which the project team presented its draft Project Report and draft
Guidance Note. At the workshop Ambassador Thomas Greminger, Head of Politi-
cal Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, ex-
pressed high expectations: „The workshop, your report and guidance note will
be a success story, if we will have at least one Swiss company really involved in
a mediation process in the next three years.“

Alvaro de Soto, Peruvian diplomat and Associate Fellow of the Geneva Centre
for Security Policy, placed an emphasis on peace mediators and their normative
role. He argued that while business actors can make important contributions to
mediation processes, mediators must also be aware of the aims and limitations
of businesses and be able to apply due diligence when necessary.

David Nyheim from INCAS Consulting provided specific arguments for and against
business engagement in mediation. He outlined that one major practical challen-
ge is that while peace mediation processes are often held at the macro level,
corporate interests are usually at the micro (asset) level. However, to combat

mailto:rahel.fischer@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
http://www.shirkatgah.org
http://www.shirkatgah.org
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peace-conflict-research/business-peace/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peace-conflict-research/business-peace/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/human/humri/humcon.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/human/humri/humcon.html
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Further information:

swisspeace Rina Alluri

KOFF Websites Nepal

Institute for Conflict

Management, Peace

and Development,

Nepal

Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx

this, he argued that skills sharing, through training of frontline staff and ‘insider
mediators’ is valuable and can serve as a vehicle for greater engagement.

A working group on the mediator perspective stressed that the leadership, per-
sonality and empathy are key characteristics of mediators that can make or break
a process. Moreover, the importance of business actors in helping mediators in
transforming a war economy into a peace economy was stated. The working
group on business discussed the need to provide a ‘safe place’ or threshold for
engagement of businesses in peace processes. A final expert panel provided
some final recommendations on a topic that has been rarely discussed until
now. 04.06.2010

KOFF Roundtable: Is Nepal on Track?
Nepal’s Constituent Assembly had the mandate to give the country a new con-
stitution by 28 May. This would have marked a formal end to the peace process
and given the country a new democratic framework. At the last minute it was
decided to extend the Assembly’s term by one year, as Bishnu P. Bhusal of
Nepal’s Institute for Conflict Management, Peace and Development told the round-
table. It is now up to the political parties to make a serious effort to work toge-
ther to find solutions for a number of difficult problems.

Among the problems are the reorganization of the army under democratic cont-
rol and the incorporation of the Maoist People’s Liberation Army, which laid down
arms more than three years ago, but has since been waiting in temporary can-
tonments for reintegration into society and eventually the army. In the opinion of
Bishnu P. Bhusal only a new government of national unity that includes all main
parties, thus the Maoists as the party with the biggest electorate as well, can
come to terms with the questions that remain open such as the form of govern-
ment (presidential vs. parliamentary) and the state structure (federalism).

The participants in the roundtable agreed that without a new Constitution there
can be neither peace nor democracy in Nepal as basis for sustainable develop-
ment to which the people of Nepal have a right. 14.06.2010

mailto:rina.alluri@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/nepal/index.html
http://icpdnepal.org/
http://icpdnepal.org/
http://icpdnepal.org/
mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
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Further information:

KOFF Jonathan Sisson

Evaluation of „Noyau de Paix“ in Rwanda
Rwanda has a strong government which plans to develop the country politically,
economically and socially. The society still has to deal with the legacy of the 1994
genocide. „Noyau de Paix“ is a network of local peacebuilding organizations in
Rwanda. The Swiss and Luxembourg branches of Caritas have been providing
the network with financial and other support for a number of years. At the local
level Noyau de Paix promotes human rights, campaigns for the people’s right to
be involved in decision-making processes, combats poverty and contributes to
peace education through efforts to champion values such as solidarity, tolerance
and respect.

An external evaluation carried out by KOFF assessed key aspects of the project
including its relevance, effectiveness, efficiency and sustainability. Among the
strategic questions addressed is the possibility of alliances for Noyau de Paix
with other organizations, or even the state. Operational topics such as the diffe-
rence between context, conflict and peace analysis and the use of logframes in
peace work will also be jointly discussed.

The work of Noyau de Paix clearly shows that peace work is a long term process,
the success and sustainability of which depend on the competence, courage and
motivation of civil society actors. 13.06.2010

South-Eastern Europe Roundtable:
Working with or for the Roma?
The KOFF South-Eastern Europe roundtable series on Roma people in the Balkans
ended in June with an event that helped to widen the perspective. As Christian
Giordano of the University of Fribourg explained, the Roma do not consider them-
selves as belonging to a wider Roma community, being more attached to a
variety of sub-group identities. Moreover, due to the largely negative connotation
of the external designation „Roma“ a majority of these socio-economically mar-
ginalized people rejects that label. The complex identity structures of the popula-
tion group, primarily characterized by poverty and marginalization, also influence
the answer to the question „with or for the Roma?“.

As the discussions made clear, it depends to a great extent on the area of activi-
ty, for example education or housing, whether or not it is possible to work for or
with the Roma. In the opinion of most of those present the direct participation of
the Roma would help to improve their socio-economic integration, even though
implementation is particularly difficult at the operational level. The various cont-
ributions from this roundtable series on Roma people are to be published as a
swisspeace Working Paper. 23.06.2010

mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://web.caritas.ch/media_features/pdf/projekte/S20_Ruanda.pdf
http://web.caritas.ch/media_features/pdf/projekte/S20_Ruanda.pdf
http://noyaudepaix.com/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/south-eastern-europe/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/south-eastern-europe/index.html
mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.ch
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the Gaza Conflict
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International Court of

Justice on the Wall

The Humanitarian

Disaster in Gaza and

Swiss Politics

Focus

swisspeace Annual Report 2009
The Annual Report recently published provides insights into the activities of the
Swiss Peace Foundation in the past year. The year 2009 was marked notably by
a comprehensive process of strategic development and reorganization. swiss-
peace will in future focus its efforts on the development and extension of the
following four topics: Analysis & Impact of Peacebuilding, Mediation, Dealing
with the Past, and Statehood & Conflict. 03.06.2010

Human Rights in Israel/Palestine: Debate
on Civil Society Approaches and Strategies
A wide range of Swiss civil society actors is currently engaged in a de-
bate on how and with what means human rights can be better pro-
tected and international legal norms better implemented in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. The focus of the debate is mainly on advocacy efforts
here in Switzerland, notably in the context of current international cam-
paigns such as the Campaign for Boycott, Disinvestment and Sanctions
(BDS), which continues to gain momentum.

Many Swiss organizations are involved in supporting development cooperation,
human rights and peacebuilding projects in Israel/Palestine. Their efforts un-
doubtedly help to alleviate hardship, build bridges, strengthen the forces at work
for constructive peace promotion in both societies and preserve the necessary
democratic space. Taking a critical look at themselves, these organizations incre-
asingly ask themselves how effective their efforts are in the present situation
and to what extent the interventions at this level help to bring about a genuine
transformation of the conflict dynamics. This applies in particular against the
background of the weakness of international reactions and the lack of conse-
quences for the massive human rights violations – for example in the case of
the disregard for the 2004 advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice
on the wall in the occupied territory, and for last year’s report of the UN Fact
Finding Mission of Richard Goldstone on the Gaza war. The Swiss organizations
are strengthened in these reflexions by the fact that initiatives of local develop-
ment and peace partners for non-violent resistance to the occupation are mobi-
lizing actors in ever greater numbers. In turn they would like the Swiss organiza-
tions to give greater weight to such concerns than in the past through advocacy
work.

A need for more advocacy

This has promoted the on-going debate among Swiss non-governmental organi-
zations on effective communication and lobbying strategies for a just peace in
Israel and Palestine. The strategies currently have three particular points of focus:

The first focal point is Resolution 64/10, which came about as a result of the UN
General Assembly debate on the Goldstone Report and also calls on Switzerland
as the Depositary State of the Geneva Conventions. Swiss NGOs want to ac-

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/annual_reports/Jahresbericht_2009_EN.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/annual_reports/Jahresbericht_2009_EN.pdf
http://www.whoprofits.org/index.php
http://www.whoprofits.org/index.php
http://www.whoprofits.org/index.php
http://www.bdsmovement.net
http://www.bds-info.ch
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/frieden/forum.php
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/specialsession/9/FactFindingMission.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/specialsession/9/FactFindingMission.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/specialsession/9/FactFindingMission.htm
http://www.un.org/depts/german/gv-notsondert/ar-es10-15.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/german/gv-notsondert/ar-es10-15.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/german/gv-notsondert/ar-es10-15.pdf
http://www.humanrights.ch/home/de/Schweiz/MR-Politik/MR-Aussenpolitik/Multilateral/idcatart_9847-content.html
http://www.humanrights.ch/home/de/Schweiz/MR-Politik/MR-Aussenpolitik/Multilateral/idcatart_9847-content.html
http://www.humanrights.ch/home/de/Schweiz/MR-Politik/MR-Aussenpolitik/Multilateral/idcatart_9847-content.html
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company the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) in organizing the plan-
ned meeting of signatory states, and are committed to ensuring that the de-
mands of the partner organizations in the region will be taken into account. The
second point of focus is Switzerland’s military cooperation with Israel which for
many years has been one of the main criticisms leveled by Swiss human rights,
development and solidarity organizations, since it undermines the coherence of
the Confederation’s foreign policy, which otherwise excels with International
Humanitarian Law. The visit which the Swiss Federal Councilor Ueli Maurer, Head
of the Federal Department of Defense, is due to make in the autumn is yet ano-
ther aspect which many have difficulty understanding, especially in the wake of
the controversial action of the Israeli Defense Forces against the „Gaza Flotilla“.

The third focal point is public awareness-raising to the presence on the shelves of
Swiss supermarkets of products from Israeli settlements. In this context the main
concern is that Swiss consumers are not unknowingly supporting Israel’s occup-
ation-based economy, and that international legal norms, such as the obligatory
declaration of origin for products, are being undermined. Regarding this point
there are important points of contact with current local and international lobbying
campaigns such as the „Who Profits?“ project as well as the Campaign for
Boycott, Disinvestment and Sanctions (BDS).

What support for „Who profits?“ and „BDS“?

The „Who Profits?“ project focuses on the economic ties of local and internatio-
nal companies with the Israeli occupation economy. It points the finger at compa-
nies that profit directly from Israel’s settlement policy, which violates internatio-
nal law, and thus support this policy.

The BDS campaign was launched in 2005 by an alliance of more than 170 Pales-
tinian NGOs, NGO networks, trade unions and professional associations, and has
been gaining momentum since the Gaza war. It invites international civil society,
both organizations and individuals, to join in a comprehensive boycott of Israel
and, following the example of the Anti-Apartheid movement in South Africa, to
take initiatives in support of a policy of disinvestment in Israel.

In Switzerland, unlike in the Scandinavian countries and the United Kingdom, the
BDS movement has to date only been supported by small groups of activists.
Recently internal debates on BDS have intensified in relief organizations, churches
and other groups in Switzerland, for example in the framework of the Forum for
Human Rights in Israel/Palestine. A number of Swiss organizations – including
Swiss Interchurch Aid, Caritas Switzerland and the feminist peace organization
cfd – are considering setting specific objectives related to the campaign without
going as far as to call for a general boycott.

The internal debates are continuing, and the pros and cons are being carefully
weighed. There is a growing consensus however that some aspects of the BDS
campaign – such as the selective boycott of settlement products and disinvest-
ment from the occupation economy – do in fact have conflict transformation
potential since they focus on human rights and international law. Given the lack
of success of previous campaigns BDS offers both international civil society and
the local population an opportunity to regain a certain room for maneuver. Critical
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ding and Statebuilding

News from Swiss NGOs

voices fear that the campaign could lead to a general delegitimization of the
state of Israel or even encourage anti-Semitic tendencies. These fears need to be
taken into account in an inclusive and open debate. It is helpful in this context
that Jewish and Israeli voices supporting the BDS campaign have increasingly
been heard recently. It seems likely that Swiss organizations will be confronted
with this issue for a long time to come. 24.06.2010

International Dialogue on Peacebuilding and Statebuilding
The first global meeting of the International Dialogue was hosted by the Govern-
ment of Timor-Leste on 9-10 April. It provided an opportunity for countries emer-
ging from conflict to converse with donor governments and civil society on key
peacebuilding and statebuilding priorities. The first day focused on experiences
from Burundi, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia,
Sierra Leone, South Sudan and Timor-Leste. The second day involved emerging
priorities, global perspectives on peacebuilding and statebuilding, and establi-
shing consensus on the future.

Prior to the conference, Interpeace conducted a ‘Fast Talk,’ a consultative pro-
cess with approximately 50 civil society organizsations to gather their views on
peacebuilding and statebuilding. The report was shared at the conference as
well as a presentation of the key observations resulting from the ‘Fast Talk’
process that highlighted: 1. Process and context matter: It is not only vital to
consider what is important but also how such priorities and goals are determi-
ned and then translated into reality; 2. Peacebuilding and statebuilding are com-
plementary, but the potential tensions that could arise between these two pro-
cesses should not be overlooked; 3. Internal actors must be primary drivers of
both peacebuilding and statebuilding processes. Wider-society as opposed to the
governments only should be included in both processes.

The conference outcomes were the Dili Declaration, which aims to promote pea-
cebuilding and statebuilding in conflict-affected and fragile states; a permanent
forum of „g7+“ – countries affected by conflict and fragility including Burundi,
the Central African Republic, Chad, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia,
Nepal, Sierra Leone, the Solomon Islands, Sudan and Timor-Leste – which produ-
ced a statement, attached to the Dili Declaration, highlighting common priorities
and challenges experienced by these countries; as well as an international short-
term action plan. 10.06.2010

Further information:

Interpeace

Lisa Ross-Magenty

mailto:roland.dittli@swisspeace.ch
mailto:Matthias.Hui@refbejuso.ch
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/interpeace_background_paper_international_dialogue_conf_dili_cso_input_final_23042010.pdf
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/interpeace_background_paper_international_dialogue_conf_dili_cso_input_final_23042010.pdf
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/interpeace_background_paper_international_dialogue_conf_dili_cso_input_final_23042010.pdf
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/summary_jb_presentation_cepad_interpeace_final.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/12/30/44927821.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/site/0,3407,en_21571361_43407692_1_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/site/0,3407,en_21571361_43407692_1_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/site/0,3407,en_21571361_43407692_1_1_1_1_1,00.html
mailto:ross-magenty@interpeace.org
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Further information:

PBI Switzerland

Judith Schnyder

PBI Switzerland

Protection needs of

human rights defenders

in Africa

Necesidades de protec-

ción de los defensores

de derechos humanos

en África

The Potential of Unarmed Protective
Accompaniment in Africa
One year after Peace Brigades International (PBI) created a working group to
assess the potential of unarmed protective accompaniment in Africa, the first
results are now available. Following an initial general analysis of all African sta-
tes, eight were selected for assessment and in some cases for detailed field
research: Gambia, Kenya, Morocco, Swaziland, Uganda, Chad, the Democratic
Republic of Congo and Tunisia. Contacts were made with local human rights
defenders and civil society organizations as well as with external country ex-
perts and diplomatic representatives.

The assessments were conducted with the help of a detailed list of criteria which
covers such aspects as the overall security situation for PBI volunteers, the needs
of human rights defenders for protective accompaniment and the sensitivity of
the government concerned to human rights issues and to international pressure.
The working group reached the conclusion that the PBI approach of unarmed
protective accompaniment would be particularly suitable for Kenya and Swazi-
land. Since the 2007 elections the space for human rights defenders in Kenya,
already limited, has been further reduced. Indeed they face repression on a
massive scale. Together with the diplomatic community they would very much
welcome the presence of a protective accompaniment organization. Despite
generalized threats to human rights defenders Swaziland does not attract the
attention of the international community. The presence of PBI could help to end
the isolation of civil society and promote social change.

The PBI International Council is expected to decide further steps in July 2010.
15.06.2010
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Palmyrah

Sri Lanka: From War to Peace?
Following its annual meeting the Palmyrah Association organized a public lecture
entitled „Sri Lanka: From War to Peace?“. Sociologist Bart Klem reported on the
current situation in his research area Trincomalee in the northeast of Sri Lanka.

The government party clearly won the recent elections. The Rajapakse family,
which holds all key positions in the government, is very popular among the
majority of citizens for its role in bringing the war to an end. President Mahinda
Rajapakse is also good at taking credit for economic development projects, over-
looking the international financial support.

In the view of the inhabitants of Trincomalee the security situation has improved.
Since the war ended there are no longer any checkpoints and no outbreaks of
violence. The local people hope to benefit from economic development, but they
are also very concerned about internal migration by the Sinhalese to Tamil regi-
ons and fear that economic improvements will mainly benefit these instead of
the local population. Also unresolved are the problems of internally displaced
persons and of the many severely traumatized.

mailto:judith.schnyder@peacebrigades.ch
http://www.peacebrigades.org
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/publikationen_pbi_internatioal/2010_Africa_PBI_external_final_report_english.pdf
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/publikationen_pbi_internatioal/2010_Africa_PBI_external_final_report_english.pdf
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/publikationen_pbi_internatioal/2010_Africa_PBI_external_final_report_english.pdf
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/publikationen_pbi_internatioal/2010_Africa_PBI_external_report_-_SPANISH.pdf
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/publikationen_pbi_internatioal/2010_Africa_PBI_external_report_-_SPANISH.pdf
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/publikationen_pbi_internatioal/2010_Africa_PBI_external_report_-_SPANISH.pdf
http://www.refbejuso.ch/inhalte/oekumene-mission-entwicklung/sri-lanka.html
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Pestalozzi Children’s

Foundation: Tanzania

Pestalozzi Children’s Foundation:
For a School without Violence
Since colonial times corporal punishment has been an accepted form of discipli-
ne in the schools of Tanzania. Class sizes ranging from 80 to 120 children, the
young age of most teachers whose own short-term training is often insufficient
and who therefore often feel helpless and overstrained, contribute to a tense
school atmosphere. The younger children in kindergarten and the first years of
schooling are the ones most affected by those deficits.

In a new project the Pestalozzi Children’s Foundation is providing support for
further training of teachers in Tanzania. The local partner organization Mwanza
Women Development Association (MWDA) discovered that fear of corporal pu-
nishment was preventing many children from attending school. The aim of the
project is to reduce violence in schools, prevent children from leaving school
early and improve the level of education.

Working together with the pupils, the MWDA has developed measures to empo-
wer them and enable them to actively defend their rights and to take responsibi-
lity for one another. A process of awareness-raising is to be launched to make it
clear that there is no room for violence in education and to provide alternatives.
Students will be able to exchange views and seek solutions to the problems in
special clubs. Incidents of violence will also be documented and the students
will be able to discuss these with the school management. Teachers will be able
to develop greater social skills through additional training. Customized training
will also be provided to headmasters, inspectors, disciplinary staff, school com-
mittee members and parents, in an effort to make them more aware of the rights
of the child and alternatives to corporal punishment, both in school and at home.

20.06.2010

The trend towards a one-party state brings with it the danger of the political
marginalization of minorities and a curtailing of freedom of speech. A renewed
armed conflict cannot be ruled out in the present circumstances. Furthermore,
the efforts of the big international NGOs are being rendered more difficult. The
contributions of small organizations like Palmyrah, which have a certain amount
of room for maneuver even in the present situation, are therefore all the more
important. 09.06.2010
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Palmyrah Nathalie Peyer 

Further information:

Pestalozzi Children’s

Foundation

Carmen Meyer

http://www.pestalozzi.ch/de/international/ostafrika/tansania.html
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/de/international/ostafrika/tansania.html
mailto:Nathalie.Peyer@gmx.ch
mailto:c.meyer@pestalozzi.ch
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Geneva Declaration

Oslo Conference on

Armed Violence

FDFA: Peace and

Security

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Reviewing the Millennium Development Goals:
The Impact of Armed Violence
In September, the High Level Plenary Meeting of the UN General Assembly will
review progress made so far in achieving the Millennium Development Goals
(MDG). In view of this summit, discussions on the impact that armed violence
has on development have intensified. In the reports „Keeping the Promise“ on
the MDG Review Process and „Promoting development through the reduction
and prevention of armed violence“ the UN Secretary-General has clearly ack-
nowledged that armed violence undermines development and constitutes an
impediment to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.

Switzerland brought armed violence to the forefront of the policy debate with
the launch of the Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development in
2006. The Declaration has to date been endorsed by 108 states. The Core Group
of 14 States leading the implementation of the Declaration recently met in both
Geneva and New York to discuss how best to further the armed violence preven-
tion agenda in view of the MDG Review Process and on how to best follow-up
on the recommendations put forward by the UN Secretary-General.

On 12 May of this year, Norway and UNDP organized a conference in Geneva
with the objective of launching the „Oslo Commitments on Armed Violence“. By
endorsing them, the 61 participating states reaffirmed their earlier commitments
endorsed with the Geneva Declaration and highlighted the need for concrete
measures to address armed violence for achieving the Millennium Development
Goals, especially in view of the MDG Review Process.

Although the negative impact of conflict and armed violence on development is
widely recognized, the interrelation between them has received only limited
attention to date. The forthcoming review of the Millennium Development Goals
offers a unique opportunity to renew commitments and to promote collective
action in preventing and reducing armed violence, in order to accelerate the
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. 10.06.2010

Further information:

PA IV Siro Beltrametti
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Business, Conflict

and Peace Portal

Launch Event

Ruggie Portal

Business’ Human Rights Responsibilities in Conflict Zones
A side event to the 14th session of the Human Rights Council was held on May
31 to draw attention to standards, tools, cases and initiatives on human rights
and business in conflict-affected areas. The event was hosted by the Business
and Human Rights Resource Centre, with the support of the Swiss Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs (Desk Human Security and Business). It brought
together a broad range of panellists to discuss human rights challenges and
peace-building opportunities that businesses face in conflict and post-conflict
zones. An active dialogue unfolded on the question to what degree a business

http://www.genevadeclaration.org
http://www.osloconferencearmedviolence.no
http://www.osloconferencearmedviolence.no
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec.html
mailto:siro.beltrametti@eda.admin.ch
http://www.business-humanrights.org/ConflictPeacePortal/Home
http://www.business-humanrights.org/ConflictPeacePortal/Home
http://www.business-humanrights.org/Documents/BusinessConflictPeacesideevent
http://www.business-humanrights.org/SpecialRepPortal/Home
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Further information:

FDFA Nils Rosemann

is complicit, inquiring at what point a company should pull out of a country. Similarly,
it was discussed when a corporation should go back to operations, supporting
reconstruction and development. This discussion difficulty is linked to the issue of
what active role business can play in conflict prevention and ending conflict.
Ambassador Jürg Lauber, Deputy Permanent Representative of Switzerland and
Special Representative of Switzerland to the Human Rights Council, stressed that
the most egregious business related human rights abuses take place in conflict
zones. Human rights abuse frequently sparks or heightens conflict, and conflict in
turn often leads to further human rights abuse. Switzerland therefore engaged
with the Special Representative John Ruggie to support his mandate. Building on
a successful cooperation with the Business and Human Rights Resource Centre in
London and the establishment of the Ruggie Portal, Switzerland encouraged and
financed the development of a new online „Business, Conflict and Peace“ portal.
This global information hub brings together in one place all relevant information
about how companies are impacting human rights (positively or negatively) in
conflict and post-conflict zones, and provides guidance on how to avoid abuses.

31.05.2010

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Berghof
The     Berghof Handbook Dialog 9: „Human Rights and Conflict Transformation:
The Challenges of Just Peace“ has just been released. At the centre of the latest
Dialogue is the relationship between human rights protection and conflict trans-
formation. Contributors to this Dialogue aim to go beyond the dichotomy and
polarizing language of „peace versus justice“ and draw evidence from contexts
such as Nepal, South Africa, Israel/Palestine, Uganda and Colombia.

CDA
„Corporate Engagement Project EcuaCorriente“ is a field visit report published
by Collaborative Development Action (CDA) on the Ecuadorian Mining Company
EcuaCorriente. The visit took place as the company prepared to reinitiate mining
operations in the light of new legislation and regulations.

EPLO
The latest EPLO Newsletter reports on the first global meeting of the Internati-
onal Dialogue, which was hosted by the Government of Timor-Leste and provi-
ded a real opportunity for countries affected by conflict and fragility to engage in
open and frank dialogue with donor governments and civil society on key pea-
cebuilding and statebuilding priorities, bottlenecks and good practices.

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

International Partner Organizations

News from ten

international KOFF

partner organizations.

Berghof Conflict

Research

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

forumZFD

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

mailto:nils.rosemann@eda.admin.ch
http://berghof-handbook.net/news/berghof-handbook-dialogue-no-9-published/
http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/pdf/casestudy/cep_ecuacorriente_field_visit_report_feb_2010_Pdf.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/index.php?id=223
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
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GTZ
Prevention of violence, protection against Aids, environmental awareness – all
things that do not seem to be related to football. And yet thanks to the „Youth
Development through Football“ project young people are now being trained in
precisely these subjects. Since 2007 GTZ has provided support for this Depart-
ment of Sport and Recreation South Africa project, which so far has benefited
around 25,000 youths.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GTZ

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo
Of the four-part training series which KOFF is offering this year, the following
take place in the second half of the year:

- Evaluating Peacebuilding Projects
- From Analysis to Strategy
- Children & Dealing with the Past.

 Peace Watch Switzerland and Peace Brigades International Switzerland will be
holding information sessions for anyone interested in volunteering as a hu-
man rights observer, in Bern on 28 August and in Zurich on 4 September.

„Go for Peace“, a four-module course, provides theoretical and practical know-
ledge on how to deal constructively with conflict situations. Participants are
invited to reflect on their conflict behavior and to make use of their newly
acquired knowledge in everyday life. The 14-day course begins in September
2010 and ends in January 2011.

„When religion and worldviews meet“ is the title of the 2010 Annual Confe-
rence of Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs (FDFA), to be held on 14 October in the Stade de Suisse in Bern.
The focus will be on Switzerland’s commitment to peace in conflicts that have
both political and religious aspects. Eminent personalities from all over the
world will be in attendance.

The German Foundation for Peace Research (DSF) is organizing an internatio-
nal Symposium entitled „Religions and World Peace. On the Peace and Con-
flict Resolution Potential of Religious Communities“, 20-23 October in Osnab
rück. In lectures and workshops internationally known academics will reflect
on and discuss the peace potential of five world religions.

Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace-

building.

http://www.gtz.de/de/aktuell/31077.htm
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/71/
http://www.peacewatch.ch/public/frameset.aspx?cat=1&lang=DE
http://www.goforpeace.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/jahreskonferenz||
http://www.eda.admin.ch/jahreskonferenz||
http://www.religionenundweltfrieden.de/index.html
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swisspeace

Working Paper 1 | 2010

Lukas Krienbuehl:

Peace With Power-Sharing:

Under Which Conditions?
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George Wachira (with

T. Arendshorst & S.M.

Charles), 2010. Citizens

in Action: Making Peace

in the Post-Election Crisis

in Kenya - 2008. Nairobi:

Nairobi Peace Initiative-

Africa.

swisspeace Working Paper: Peace With Power-Sharing
Power-sharing mechanisms play an increasingly important role in peace agree-
ments. However, there is profound divergence over the positive effects of the
inclusion of political power-sharing provisions in peace accords. Proposing po-
wer-sharing solutions may be useful for mediators to get conflict parties to the
negotiating table. At the same time those mechanisms imply a number of chal-
lenges for academics and practitioners. Many critics argue that power-sharing as
specific political model has only worked in particular circumstances, such as in
Switzerland. Before formulating general guidelines and recommendations on
power-sharing in peace agreements, one has to address this critique. To this end
the working paper analyses four contested favourable conditions in the power-
sharing model. As a result, this working paper provides evidence that the dura-
bility of power-sharing peace agreements does probably not depend on these
favourable conditions. It is therefore argued that power-sharing solutions in peace
agreements do not seem to require particular favourable conditions to be suc-
cessful and are not doomed to fail from the outset in a range of different con-
texts. 24.06.2010

Civil Society in the Kenyan Crisis
After the elections in Kenya in late 2007 widespread violence broke out. In that
context, Concerned Citizens for Peace (CCP) was a successful initiative by Keny-
an citizens. The CCP platform prepared the ground for the formal mediation pro-
cess led by Kofi Annan, through the public mobilization against violence from the
grassroots level to high level engagement. George Wachira, co-founder of CCP,
narrates the story of this citizen diplomacy movement and formulates a number
of lessons learned.

One important lesson is that such efforts need a clear-set goal. CCP worked to
end violence and open up space for dialogue. Moreover, civil society capacities
and relationships have to be built up over years. Wachira also underlines the
necessity to have a participatory and transparent process including in particular
media, business actors, students, academics, peaceworkers, religious leaders,
politicians and any willing citizen. For example, CCP was able to convince Kenya’s
mobile phone companies to send text messages to Kenyans urging for peace
and tolerance in response to the many ethnic hate messages circulating at the
time. Organized as a participative peacebuilding web with an operational base in
a hotel in Nairobi, CPP was able to respond fluidly to new developments. Wachi-
ra concludes that CCP is not a model, but should inspire other peacebuilding
initiatives. 26.06.2010

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/publications/working-papers/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/publications/working-papers/index.html
http://www.gppac.net/uploads/File/Regions/Eastern%20and%20Central%20Africa/CCP-Final_Doc.pdf
http://www.gppac.net/uploads/File/Regions/Eastern%20and%20Central%20Africa/CCP-Final_Doc.pdf
http://www.gppac.net/uploads/File/Regions/Eastern%20and%20Central%20Africa/CCP-Final_Doc.pdf
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School for a Culture

of Peace (ECP)

ECP Peacebuilding

Assessment

ECP Database on

Conflict and Peace-

building

Web Tip

PublisherPublisherPublisherPublisherPublisher: Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) / swisspeace

AddressAddressAddressAddressAddress: Sonnenbergstrasse 17, CH - 3000 Bern 7

Tel: +41 (0)31 330 12 12; Fax: +41 (0)31 330 12 13

EditingEditingEditingEditingEdit ing: Christa Dold

TTTTTranslat ion:ranslat ion:ranslat ion:ranslat ion:ranslat ion: Eric Edgell-Grimley

Publication datesPublication datesPublication datesPublication datesPublication dates: The KOFF Newsletter appears in German, English and French on the first day of every month (except

August 1 and January 1). The newsletter is distributed electronically.

KOFF is a swisspeace program. It is sponsored jointly by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and the following
Swiss NGOs:
• Alliance Sud • APRED • BAHA’I • Brücke Le pont • Caritas Switzerland • Caux - Initiatives of Change  • cfd • CIMERA •
Common Cause Switzerland •DCAF • Eirene Switzerland • Fondation  Hirondelle • Forum für Friedenserziehung •  Geneva
Call • Green Cross Switzerland • GSoA • HEKS • Helvetas • ICP • Intercooperation • International Association for Human
Values • Interpeace • LIPS • Media21• Medico International Schweiz • Medienhilfe • mission 21 • MIVA Switzerland •
Palmyrah • Peace Brigades International • Peace Watch Switzerland • PeaceWomen Across the Globe • Pestalozzi Children’s
Foundation • Quaker United Nations Office • Schweizerischer Friedensrat • Schweizerischer Katholischer Frauenbund •
Schweizerisches Arbeiterhilfswerk • Service Civil International Schweiz • Society for Threatened Peoples • Swissaid • Swiss
Academy for Development • Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund • Swiss Red Cross • Swiss Refugee Council • terre des femmes
Switzerland • terre des hommes Switzerland • Women for Peace Switzerland • World  Vision Switzerland
 

Peacebuilding from a Spanish Perspective
Catalonia‘s Escola de Cultura de Pau, ECP (School for a Culture of Peace) has
produced a new website devoted to its peacebuilding assessment. It analyses
the strategies and activities of the Spanish Agency for International Develop-
ment Cooperation (AECID) and the various Spanish autonomous regions in rela-
tion to peacebuilding and conflict sensitivity. The results are presented in an
interactive way and make it possible for an informed public to make interesting
comparisons with Swiss efforts in that regard.

The ECP has at the same time made available a comprehensive database in
English and Spanish covering some 30 armed conflicts and peace processes. In
addition to general indications on the conflict and a brief conflict analysis the
information provided on gender is particularly worth consulting. The influence of
violent conflict on both women and men as well as the role of women in peace-
building are analyzed for each context. One can only look forward to the further
development of the database. The ECP website provides an insight into the
Spanish perspective on peacebuilding which should be of interest to website
visitors. 07.05.2010

http://escolapau.uab.es/english/index.php
http://escolapau.uab.es/english/index.php
http://www.theinformationgrid.com/ecp.html#
http://www.theinformationgrid.com/ecp.html#
http://escolapau.uab.cat/english/conflictandpeacebuilding/index.php
http://escolapau.uab.cat/english/conflictandpeacebuilding/index.php
http://escolapau.uab.cat/english/conflictandpeacebuilding/index.php
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:christa.dold@swisspeace.ch
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
http://www.eda.admin.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.caux.ch/de/home
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/index.php
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.greencross.ch/en/index.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/
http://www.iicp.ch/
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.wsp-international.org/
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://media21geneva.org/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch
http://www.mission-21.org
http://www.miva.ch/
http://www.refbejuso.ch/content/showInfo.asp?InfoId=791
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
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