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KOFF Websites

Further information:

KOFF Ursula Keller

KOFF Websites

on Nepal

Changes in the KOFF Team
After seven years, Cordula Reimann has left KOFF. Not only was Cordula the
longest serving member of staff, but her exceptional expertise and experience
as well as a strong personality made a lasting impression on the organization.
She has in particular developed the topic area of gender and peacebuilding,
making it a focal point for the work of KOFF. Furthermore KOFF member organi-
zations have been able to benefit from her expertise in conflict analysis and
conflict sensitivity – the Do No Harm approach as well as new know-how and
instruments including Reflecting on Peace Practice. KOFF is losing not only an
invaluable source of expertise but also a valued colleague with a critical eye and
a wealth of ideas. Cordula Reimann is moving on to develop a study course in
peace and conflict research, serving as a peace expert for the German Associa-
tion for Development Cooperation (AGEH) in Sierra Leone, and also acting as a
consultant for NGOs.

At the beginning of October, Sidonia Gabriel took up the new KOFF position on
Peacebuilding Analysis and Impact. As a peace expert for the Civil Peace Service
she worked in Liberia developing a local network for peace and human rights
work at the local community level. Sidonia also played an active role in the
UNICEF Liberia Peacebuilding Fund Project „Youth Empowerment, Peace and
Stability“. She also completed the Coventry University Post-graduate Certificate
course in Conflict Resolution.

Since mid-August Barbara Brank has been a new member of staff devoted to
Gender & Peacebuilding. After spending a number of years in the West Bank
(UNDP) she obtained a Master’s degree in „Violence, Conflict and Development“
from the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS, London) becoming a
research assistant with the International NGO Training and Research Centre
(INTRAC) in Oxford. Her next position was as a Policy Consultant on Gender and
Human Security with the Dutch Peace Council (IKV Pax Christi) as well as the
European network Women against Violence (WAVE), where she was responsib-
le for advocacy in the area of protective and preventive measures for gender-
based violence. 15.09.2010

Social Change and Gender Roles in Nepal
What has been the result of the war in Nepal? Has life improved in a meaningful
way for the rural population, in particular women, Dalits and indigenous groups
such as the Tharu, Magar and Tamang who have traditionally been discriminated
against and marginalized? These were some of the questions raised in the re-
cent KOFF Roundtable on Nepal. A study by Antonio Donini reveals that today the
inhabitants of Nepali villages are often aware of their rights and ready to defend

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/index.html
mailto:ursula.keller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/nepal/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/nepal/index.html
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Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx

Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx

Dunant2010

them vigorously and even with eloquence. However, the economic plight of the
majority has not improved and social behavior in the family and clan remains
dominated by feudal and patriarchal attitudes and behavior.

In contrast to the numerous studies on women in the Maoist party and People’s
Liberation Army of Nepal there have been few efforts to consider the men who
waged war against the state in Nepal between 1996 and 2006 – their identity,
motives, current situation and views. Jeevan Raj Sharma has gathered first in-
sights into this complex subject: lack of prospects, desire to break the mould,
belief in a political revolution, pressures and violence caused many men to throw
their lot in with the Maoist movement. Today many of these men are uncertain
as to whether or not to leave their makeshift barracks and return to their villages
or migrate in search of work. The extent to which the war has had an impact on
the identity, self image and behavior of these men remains unclear.   03.10.2010

In Memory of the 100th Anniversary
of the Death of Henri Dunant
A museum is to be built in Lima, the purpose of which is to remind visitors of the
serious and systematic violations of human rights that took place during the civil
war at the hands of the authoritarian regime in Peru between 1980 and 2000. It
will be a place for meeting, dialogue, mourning and remembrance. A museum is
an instrument of Dealing with the Past. It promotes the right to know and is a
form of reparation, especially for the victims. This museum, wanted above all by
the civil society of Peru – against the will of the military – and co-financed by the
German Development Service (DED), was the main theme of a workshop con-
ducted by KOFF in Heiden (Appenzell Ausserrhoden). The event, organized by the
Swiss churches in memory of the 100th anniversary of the death of Henri Dunant,
included addresses by Jakob Kellenberger, President of the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC), on the challenges facing the ICRC in the 21st

century, and Johan Galtung on positive peace. 18.09.2010
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swisspeace

Sudan Platform

Sudan at a Crossroads: Perspectives
on the Referendum and Beyond
The KOFF Sudan Roundtable of 21 September dealt with the referendum due to
take place in Southern Sudan next January. The Comprehensive Peace Agreement
signed in 2005 by the main parties to the conflict – the Sudan People’s Liberation
Army/Movement and the Government of Sudan – calls for a referendum to be
held at the end of a five-year transitional period. This is to allow the people of
Southern Sudan to decide whether they want an independent state or to remain
part of a united Sudan. So far, the implementation of the Agreement has been

mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
http://www.dunant2010.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/sudan-platform/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/sudan-platform/index.html


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 91  4

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks
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UN Resolution 1325

National Action Plan

for the Implementation
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Further information:

swisspeace

Martina Santschi

Since the Roundtable

followed Chatham House

Rule there are no refe-

rences to specific

organizations or speakers.

slow, as tensions have repeatedly emerged between the former conflict parties.
Preparations for the referendum have consequently been delayed and a number
of important questions concerning the post-referendum period remain
unanswered.
The first speaker outlined the steps leading up to the planned referendum and
described the current situation with regard to the implementation of the peace
agreement, which has been delayed in certain areas. The speaker then moved
on to the challenges posed by the referendum and aspects of the post-referendum
period that have yet to be negotiated including civil liberties, security, boundaries,
and also the future political, constitutional and legal framework conditions which
will regulate relations between Northern and Southern Sudan.
The second speaker focused on international actors and their role in the referendum
process. He described the interests of the most influential states, regional
organizations and neighboring states in relation to the peace agreement and the
referendum. He expressed the view that the sharp increase in the number of
international actors in Southern Sudan will be a burden for the newly emerging
governmental and administrative structures. At the same time, he stressed the
need for continuing commitment and support for the referendum process as well
as in the post-referendum period. 27.09.2010

Are UN Peacekeeping Missions Able
to Protect Women in Conflicts?
On 14 September the Federal Office for Gender Equality (FOGE) of the Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) together with KOFF organized a round of
discussions with Swiss parliamentarians on the importance of UN Missions and
of UN Resolution 1325 on „Women, Peace and Security“ for protection against
sexual violence in war zones. In spring, the parliamentarians had traveled to the
Great Lakes Region, visiting projects organized by the Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Cooperation (SDC) that support victims of sexual violence.

Jean-Paul Dietrich, Head of Internal and Troop Communications under the Federal
Department of Defense, Civilian Protection and Sport (DDPS), who for more than
two years was a Military Spokesman for the UN Stabilization Mission in the De-
mocratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO), spoke of the difficulty of carrying out
a peace mission and offering effective protection against armed groups in the
vast and difficult terrain of the DRC. The most recent incident this summer, when
for a period of four days not far from a UN base about 200 women, children and
youths were subjected to sexual violence, is a tragic example of this difficulty.

Resolution 1325, which is specifically devoted to the security of women in violent
conflicts, has had an inconclusive history in its first 10 years. Greater efforts are
urgently needed on the part of all the actors concerned, both State and non-State.
In this context Switzerland in its revised National Action Plan for the Implementa-
tion of Resolution 1325, commits itself explicitly to the prevention of sexual vio-
lence in conflict zones, as Marina Wyss of the FOGE explained to the meeting.

14.09.2010

Further information:

KOFF Barbara Brank

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
http://www.un.org/events/res_1325e.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Documents/Gender/CH_NAP1325_e.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Documents/Gender/CH_NAP1325_e.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Documents/Gender/CH_NAP1325_e.pdf
http://monuc.unmissions.org/
mailto:martina.santschi@swisspeace.ch
http://www.gcsp.ch/e/about/CHRule.htm
http://www.gcsp.ch/e/about/CHRule.htm
mailto:barbara.brank@swisspeace.ch
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International Crisis

Group: Nepal’s Faltering

Peace Process (2009)

UNMIN: Report of the

Secretary-General on

the request of Nepal

for United Nations

assistance in support

of its peace process

Informal Sector Service

Centre (INSEC), Human

Rights Yearbook 2009

GTZ in Nepal:

Support of Measures

to Strengthen the Peace

Process

GTZ Brochure: Towards

peace - The Maoist

Army Combatants and

the adjacent communi-

ties

ReliefWeb

Nepalitimes

Nepalnews

Focus

No Peace in Nepal without Reintegration
of the Maoist Army Combatants
Since the Comprehensive Peace Agreement of 2006, Nepal’s Maoist for-
mer rebels have been quartered in temporary cantonments. With the
presence of some 20,000 combatants natural resources for these can-
tonments and the nearby villages are inevitably scarce. Thanks to the
efforts of development cooperation organizations and the government
of Nepal it has been possible nonetheless to alleviate the negative
consequences to some extent, and opportunities have arisen for dialog.
At the same time it has become possible to make the first preparations
for reintegration.

Between 1996 and 2006 Nepal was in the midst of a civil war. Following the
signing of the peace agreement the Maoist Army Combatants were housed in 28
temporary cantonments, where they remain today until agreement can be rea-
ched on their future. The debate concerns partial integration in the security forces
of the state and/or their reintegration in society. The camps are a political powder
keg. It is feared that the Maoist Army Combatants, most of them young, could
end up once again joining armed groups if there are no serious efforts to reinte-
grate them and no real prospects on the horizon.

Involvement of the local population

A study yet to be published, based on interviews carried out in 13 nearby villa-
ges, provides an insight into the opportunities and challenges presented by the
camps. The villagers appreciate certain positive aspects including the possibility
of selling their products in the camps rather than having to transport them to
distant centers of habitation. On the other hand it is only a few „winners“, in a
group of local business people and shopkeepers, who manage to benefit from
these new markets. Most of the villagers indeed are simple farmers, who have
been able to increase their production only to a limited extent.

In many villages the locals and the combatants increasingly work together. In
Morang, eastern Nepal, one villager notes: „The Maoist Army Combatants need
our support and in emergencies we too rely on their help. They support us in
protecting the forest against illegal deforestation.“ Moreover the proximity of
the camps gives inhabitants of the villages an increased sense of security.

Despite such positive developments the perception concerning the new neigh-
bors is thoroughly ambivalent. The inhabitants of most of the villages visited are
worried about the nearness of the Maoist Army Combatants. This is due mainly
to the perception that there is a relative imbalance of power between the com-
batants, well trained and organized, and the local population. Moreover natural
resources have become scarce due to the fact that both village and camp dwel-
lers make use of them. Wood in particular, which is required for cooking and
heating, is in short supply.

http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-asia/nepal/163_nepal_s_faltering_peace_process.ashx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-asia/nepal/163_nepal_s_faltering_peace_process.ashx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-asia/nepal/163_nepal_s_faltering_peace_process.ashx
http://www.unmin.org.np/?d=official&p=secretary
http://www.unmin.org.np/?d=official&p=secretary
http://www.unmin.org.np/?d=official&p=secretary
http://www.inseconline.org
http://www.inseconline.org
http://www.inseconline.org
http://www.gtz.de/en/weltweit/asien-pazifik/nepal/23441.htm
http://www.gtz.de/en/weltweit/asien-pazifik/nepal/23441.htm
http://www.gtz.de/en/weltweit/asien-pazifik/nepal/23441.htm
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/externe_pdf_fuer_Verlinkung/STTP_Brochure_30_June_2010_FINAL.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/externe_pdf_fuer_Verlinkung/STTP_Brochure_30_June_2010_FINAL.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/externe_pdf_fuer_Verlinkung/STTP_Brochure_30_June_2010_FINAL.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/dbc.nsf/doc108?OpenForm&emid=EVIU-6AKEJJ&rc=3
http://nepalitimes.com
http://nepalnews.com
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Support from the State and development cooperation

Following the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in 2006 the go-
vernment of Nepal provided infrastructure for the newly created cantonments.
These efforts also benefited the villages, most of which with the creation of the
camps found themselves linked to the new road network and the power grid,
with improved access to potable water and health facilities. Indeed all the sur-
rounding villages now have a health station at their disposal in the nearby camps.

International development cooperation organizations are also at work in the area,
in some cases directly in the cantonments. Among these is the German Technical
Cooperation (GTZ), which has a project in all 28 camps as well as in many nearby
villages. The support it provides, to villagers and combatants alike, includes the
installation of potable water facilities and toilets as well as vocational and other
training.

Starting point for peacebuilding

The interventions of the various actors cited have improved the physical infra-
structure and reduced conflicts about drinking water. Furthermore this support
helped to dispel the distrust of both Maoist combatants and villagers and open
the way to dialog. One example is the creation of joint drinking water commit-
tees bringing villagers and combatants together. It was also this support that first
opened the way for vocational training courses, offering combatants more opti-
ons for the future. Such courses would have been unthinkable only a short while
before. The Maoists had always insisted on the integration of all combatants in
the government security forces and were therefore against any activities in the
camps that might promote their reintegration in society. Support for the urgently
needed infrastructure did however contribute to confidence building and the ac-
ceptance of additional measures such as the above-mentioned training courses.

It is mainly thanks to these services that the local population has developed a
positive attitude to their new neighbors. The contributions of the government of
Nepal together with the support of other external actors have been crucial in
maintaining the livelihood of the villagers. The importance of these actors has
been all the greater in view of fact that support from the government of Nepal
was slow in coming, and it was either not able or not willing to provide compen-
sation for all the negative consequences to the local population.

Uncertain future

The peace process in Nepal is faltering. The political parties are entirely focused
on the dispute over power sharing. A solution for the Maoist Army Combatants
who have been waiting for years in the camps, and about 20% of whom are
women, seems as far away as ever.

The temporary support of the cantonments and the surrounding villages is impor-
tant for keeping the chance of successful reintegration alive. However, should the
tensions that exist between the Maoist Army Combatants and the villagers esca-
late this would make unity among the political actors in Kathmandu more diffi-
cult. Progress on the political front with regard to the integration of the Maoist
Army Combatants in the State security forces and the reintegration of the remai-
ning combatants in civil society would equally be impossible in the immediate
future. 15.09.2010

Adrian Schuster

formerly with GTZ

in Nepal

mailto:a.schuster@gmx.ch
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Helvetas Guideline

Natural Resources and

Conflict

Helvetas: Natural

Resources and Conflict

News from Swiss NGOs

Further information:

Helvetas Esther Marthaler

Helvetas: Natural Resources and Conflict
Land, water, forests and livestock as well as marine life are means of produc-
tion, wealth and primary sources of income for a good part of the population of
developing countries. In many cases natural resources are considered common
goods and are utilized by several groups. Resource management always invol-
ves cooperation but also different – often competing – interests and claims over
production and consumption. Helvetas has distilled the fruit of its many years of
experience in more than 18 countries for the purpose of making the best use of
it both internally and for the benefit of other development cooperation organiza-
tions. In particular it has identified factors and development trends that can
trigger, or seriously aggravate, conflict over natural resources. These include eco-
nomic and population growth which, combined with destruction of the ecosys-
tems, further aggravate the competition for resources. All of this adds to the
conflict potential, notably in the presence of other factors such as social or ethnic
inequalities. To illustrate this Helvetas discusses various areas of tension in the
context of natural resources, such as conflicts between traditional authorities
and government representatives concerning the control of forests and farming
land, and conflicts between local users and external actors who are often very
powerful. These experiences together with practical advice on dealing with con-
flicts over resources have now been made available by Helvetas in the form of
a Guideline, for its own staff as well as any other interested parties. 21.09.2010
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SCI Switzerland

SAJV

Further information:

SCI Switzerland

Mirjam Zbinden

SCI Volunteer

Lukas Krienbühl

SCI Engagement in the Balkans
Promoting volunteerism in the Balkans has been one main focus of Service Civil
International (SCI) Switzerland over the last years. SCI is convinced that promo-
ting volunteerism among young people contributes to cultural understanding
and a more peaceful world. During this summer, local SCI organizations in Ser-
bia, Kosovo and Albania in cooperation with SCI Switzerland organized volun-
teering activities financed through the East Project Fund of the Swiss National
Youth Council (SNYC). Most efforts in designing and implementing those projects
are based on volunteers’ work both in the Balkans and Switzerland.

A number of volunteer workcamps in the areas of social work, environmental
awareness raising, work with displaced people – in particular Romas, Ashkalis
and „Egyptians“ – as well as a Peace Messenger Traveling Workcamp took
place in the Balkans. Despite the extent of existing challenges in all those areas,
the readiness and commitment of young volunteers of the communities, in which
activities took place, were both very positive and encouraging. On the other
hand the experiences also showed how difficult it is to promote the exchange of
volunteers between the countries in the region. This will remain an issue to be
addressed in the upcoming years.

https://www.helvetas.ch/wEnglish/competencies/documented_experiences/NRM_and_conflicts-EINSEITIG.pdf
https://www.helvetas.ch/wEnglish/competencies/documented_experiences/NRM_and_conflicts-EINSEITIG.pdf
https://www.helvetas.ch/wEnglish/competencies/documented_experiences/NRM_and_conflicts-EINSEITIG.pdf
https://www.helvetas.ch/wEnglish/competencies/documented_experiences/doc_civil.asp?navid=21
https://www.helvetas.ch/wEnglish/competencies/documented_experiences/doc_civil.asp?navid=21
mailto:esther.marthaler@helvetas.org
http://www.scich.org
http://www.sajv.ch
mailto:mirjam.zbinden@scich.org
mailto:lukas.krienbuehl@graduateinstitute.ch
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Next year SCI Switzerland will grab the opportunity to focus its activities in the
Balkans on Kosovo, although activities elsewhere will be continued. With a new
SCI contact group just founded in Pristina, the momentum will be used to further
promote volunteerism beyond identity divides in particular in Northern Kosovo.

20.09.2010
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IFF

IFF: International

Summer University

Further information:

IFF Rekha Oleschak

International Summer University on Federalism
The 22nd International Summer University on Federalism, organized by the Institu-
te of Federalism (IFF), was dedicated to the topics of federalism, conflict resolu-
tion and the right to self-determination, and decentralization. 38 young scholars
from all 5 continents attended the event, which is facilitated by the co-financing
by the Swiss State Secretariat for Education and Research and the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation. Experts from the IFF and the University of
Fribourg worked with the students on general principles related to federalism
and their implementation in the Swiss context. Students were challenged to use
the acquired knowledge to examine the constitutional foundations of their coun-
tries of origin. A highlight was the introduction to peace mediation by Julian
Hottinger, Swiss Senior Expert in Mediation and Constitutionalism. Students then
learned about self-determination and secession in international law, followed by
an in-depth analysis of the formation of the Canton of Jura and the break-up of
Yugoslavia. Nico Steytler from the Community Law Centre in South Africa devo-
ted his lecture to decentralization in a globalizing world order and its capacities
to mitigate tensions and enhance service delivery. A lecture of Samantha Besson
focused on the relationship between democracy and federalism. For the first
time, a selected group of students were given the opportunity to enhance their
knowledge through a practical experience by participating in a six weeks in-
ternship program in one of the cantonal administrations. 15.09.2010

Swiss Peacebuilding Training Course 2010
The Swiss Peacebuilding Training Course was held in Stans, Switzerland, from
29 August to 10 September. This annual course of the Swiss Expert Pool for
Civilian Peacebuilding (SEP) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA)
was organized with the Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP) and conducted
in collaboration with swisspeace and the Swiss Armed Forces International Com-
mand (SWISSINT). The participants consisted of 12 SEP experts and 12 internati-
onal representatives from various government offices, regional and international
organizations and other partners active in peacebuilding. The international ex-
perts were from Sierra Leone, Kenya, Nigeria, Japan, South Korea, Nepal, Ger-
many, Canada, the USA and the United Kingdom.

News from Swiss Government Agencies
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GCSP: Swiss Peacebuil-

ding Training Course

Swiss Expert Pool

Civilian Peacebuilding

SWISSINT

http://www.federalism.ch
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=129&lang=2
mailto:rekha.oleschak@unifr.ch
http://www.gcsp.ch/Conflict-and-Peacebuilding/Courses-and-Training/Specialized-Courses/Past-Courses
http://www.gcsp.ch/Conflict-and-Peacebuilding/Courses-and-Training/Specialized-Courses/Past-Courses
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/sep.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/sep.html
http://www.vtg.admin.ch/internet/vtg/de/home/themen/einsaetze/peace.html


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 91 9

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

PA IV Claudia Rizzo

The concept behind the course, elaborated in 2001 by Political Affairs Division IV
(PA IV, FDFA), is based on the simulation of a post-conflict context. During the
course the participants form groups and develop an Action Plan which they pre-
sent at the end of the course to a Special Representative of the UN Secretary-
General (SRSG). This was the second year in a row the course had the honor of
welcoming Dame Margaret Anstee, who is the first woman SRSG in the UN’s
history.

The course will again be on offer in the Fall of 2011. 10.09.2010
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Further information:

PA IV Nils Rosemann

International Confe-

rence on the Great

Lakes Region

Partnership Africa

Canada

Kimberley Prozess

Lessons from Certification Schemes
in the Great Lakes Region
The Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), Desk Human Security
and Business, together with Partnership Africa Canada (PAC) have concluded a
study about lessons learned from existing certification schemes for the extractive
industry and processing of natural resources in the Great Lakes Region. Current
certification schemes were assessed and political processes necessary for different
stakeholders evaluated.
A vital aspect of successfully initiating a regional certification mechanism was
found to be its multilateral integration. As a consequence the private sector and
members of civil society were included in the dialog. Central research elements
were influenced by lessons learned from the Kimberely Process Certification
Scheme (KP). Successes as well as deficiencies experienced in the former attempt
to certify resources in the Great Lakes Region were analyzed and questioned.
An important assessment of the report is that while governments were mainly
held responsible for failures in certification, the industry should share
accountability in the future. One major problem in the certification chain arises if
illegal resources enter the certified channel before a first exportation took place.
Advanced development of a future certification system will include the integration
of social and ecological dimensions since they have a strong influence on conflicts
in the area.
On 29-30 September the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region
and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
organized a joint multi-stakeholder Conference in Nairobi, Kenya, at which the
study will be published. 24.09.2010

mailto:claudia.rizzo@eda.admin.ch
mailto:nils.rosemann@eda.admin.ch
http://www.icglr.org/home.html
http://www.icglr.org/home.html
http://www.icglr.org/home.html
http://www.pacweb.org/index-e.php
http://www.pacweb.org/index-e.php
http://www.kimberleyprocess.com/
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Dealing with the Past:

Course Website

Joinet/Orentlicher

Principles for Dealing

with the Past

First Module of the „Dealing with the Past“ Course
Dealing with the legacy of massive violations of human rights is one of the most
serious challenges facing post-war societies. The Political Affairs Division IV
(PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) is offering this year for
the first time a two-week training course in Dealing with the Past, in collaborati-
on with KOFF. The aim is to improve the skills of both State and non-State actors
in this field and at the same time to permit a greater exchange of experiences
between practitioners.

The first Course Module, „Advanced Learning Course for Professionals“ is based
on a holistic approach to Dealing with the Past, developed by the FDFA and
swisspeace. The structure of the program is that of the four Joinet/Orentlicher
Principles: the Right to Know, the Right to Justice, the Right to Reparation and
the Guarantee of Non-Recurrence.

Renowned experts such as Richard Goldstone, Yasmin Sooka and Carlos Castresa-
na spent an entire week working with the participants. As well as a series of
input lectures the Course includes master classes, working in groups, extensive
simulations and many opportunities for exchanges of experience. Truth Commis-
sions, Committees of Inquiry, national and international tribunals, reparations,
reform of the security sector as well as demobilization and reintegration pro-
grams were among the topics covered.

In the second part, building on what they have learned in the first Module the
participants from 15 nations will develop and implement a holistic strategy for
Dealing with the Past suited to their own working context. In this case the em-
phasis is on victim-perpetrator dynamics, reconciliation processes, top-down and
bottom-up approaches, strategy development, sequencing and the role of exter-
nal actors. 27.09.2010

Further information:

PA IV Mô Bleeker

Internal Security as an Integral Component
of the Swiss Security Policy
The new Swiss Security Report 2010 redefines its security notion by embracing
not only power politics but also criminal threats and acts. Thus, the Swiss Secu-
rity Policy is entering new territory. The demand for an all-encompassing national
security strategy is great, not least due to newly emerging risks. As a matter of
fact, the understanding of security goes far beyond military aspects. The recent
Report 2010 underpins the importance of everyday violence: public security be-
comes henceforth an integral component of the new Swiss Security Policy. The
increasing complexity of potential new risks throughout the world of modern
states no longer allows for a strict separation of the internal and external secu-
rity ambit. Therefore, the new leitmotif „Sicherheitsverbund Schweiz“ („security
alliance Switzerland“) calls for a systematic involvement of all actors as to secu-
rity issues. For the time being, an adequate effort in public relations is crucial in
order to suitably communicate this new development to the Swiss population.
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Swiss Security

Report 2010

Further websites and

reports in German:

Strategisches Krisen-

management in der

Schweiz: Die Debatte

um das Sicherheitsde-

partement

CSS Analysen

Sicherheitspolitik

http://www.dealingwiththepast.ch/
http://www.dealingwiththepast.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/conceptual-framework/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/conceptual-framework/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/conceptual-framework/index.html
mailto:mo.bleeker@eda.admin.ch
http://www.vbs.admin.ch/internet/vbs/de/home/themen/security/sipol09/bericht09.html
http://www.vbs.admin.ch/internet/vbs/de/home/themen/security/sipol09/bericht09.html
http://www.vbs.admin.ch/internet/vbs/de/home/themen/security/sipol09/bericht09.html
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/isn/Digital-Library/Publications/Detail/?id=110317&lng=en
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/isn/Digital-Library/Publications/Detail/?id=110317&lng=en
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/isn/Digital-Library/Publications/Detail/?id=110317&lng=en
http://www.ssn.ethz.ch/Aktuell/CSS-Analysen/Detail/?lng=de&id=44433
http://www.ssn.ethz.ch/Aktuell/CSS-Analysen/Detail/?lng=de&id=44433
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In this regard, a first attempt was made by the NGO Lucerne Initiative for Peace
and Security (LIPS) at this year’s conference entitled „Violence – a daily threat“,
also attended by the Federal Councilor Eveline Widmer-Schlumpf, who addressed
the question of internal security. Although this new component of the Swiss
Security Policy was welcomed by the majority, the National Councilor and secu-
rity expert Ida Glanzmann said in a nutshell that „security must not be provided
for at the expense of civil rights“. Moreover, National Councilor Pius Segmüller
put forward a postulate requesting the Federal Council to submit to the Swiss
Parliament a report on public security. Notably, the distinction between the inter-
nal and external security domain is becoming less important with respect to a
strategic crisis management. This raises the question of an integrated crisis ma-
nagement which clearly defines roles and responsibilities as well as control
mechanisms. In fact, the Security Report 2010 implements such a control sys-
tem, namely the consultation and cooperation mechanism. 16.09.2010

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

VBS Laura Crespo 

Nicht-militärisches

Krisenmanagement in

Europa als sicherheits-

politisches Profilie-

rungsfeld bündnisfreier

und neutraler Kleinstaa-

ten 

Motion: Krisenmanage-

ment an zentraler Stelle

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EPLO
The latest edition of the EPLO Newsletter looks at the contribution which
the EU has made to the implementation of UN Resolution 1325 „Women,
Peace and Security“. The EU has given itself a new set of guidelines, the so-
called „Comprehensive Approach“. Even with this document however
there is still need for focused efforts on the part of those responsible at the
regional, national and international levels, according to the EPLO.

International Alert
In its new publication „Moving Beyond the Millennium Development Goals“
International Alert is critical of the undifferentiated application of the MDGs
and pleads for a more sensitive political approach to combating poverty.

Collaborative Development Action (CDA)
The Corporate Engagement Project of the CDA has worked with the UN to
publish a „Guidance on Responsible Business in Conflict-Affected and High-
Risk Areas“. This „Guidance“ provides support for responsible corporate go-
vernance in such areas. Its voluntary principles offer private sector companies
an instrument that will enable them to have a positive and lasting influence
on peace and development.

FriEnt
At an event devoted to the „Millennium Development Goals and Peace as
Core Tasks of the United Nations“ FriEnt makes a summary of the UN’s efforts
to implement the MDGs. If the Goals are to be achieved by 2015 it will be
necessary to give greater weight to the relevant political aspects.

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

International Partner Organizations

News from ten

international KOFF

partner organizations.

Berghof Conflict

Research

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

forumZFD

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

mailto:Laura.Crespo@vtg.admin.ch
http://www.oezp.at/pdfs/2001-4-01.pdf
http://www.oezp.at/pdfs/2001-4-01.pdf
http://www.oezp.at/pdfs/2001-4-01.pdf
http://www.parlament.ch/d/suche/seiten/geschaefte.aspx?gesch_id=20094132
http://www.parlament.ch/d/suche/seiten/geschaefte.aspx?gesch_id=20094132
http://www.eplo.org/index.php?id=223
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st15/st15671-re01.en08.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/pub.php?p=1154
http://unglobalcompact.org/docs/issues_doc/Peace_and_Business/Guidance_RB.pdf
http://www.frient.de/downloads/frieden-stiften-weltweit_2009_webopt.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
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Of the four-part training series which KOFF is offering this year, the follo-
wing take place in the second half of the year:

- From Analysis to Strategy
- Children & Dealing with the Past.

This year’s swisspeace Annual Conference, due to take place on 16 No-
vember in Bern, has as its theme „The Potential and Challenges of Elections in
Conflict Contexts“. The event will offer analytical as well as a practical in-
sights into elections as an instrument of peacebuilding in post-conflict socie-
ties and similar fragile contexts.

The Institute for Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding (ICP) is offering an
18-month Certified Training Course in Integrative Conflict Transformation in
Bern. A short version in English lasting six days over three weekends is sche-
duled for October and November in Geneva.

Peace Watch Switzerland is conducting a two-part preparatory course for de-
ployment as human rights observers in Guatemala, Mexico and Colombia, 21
- 24 October and 11 - 14 November.

On the occasion of an     information campaign „Land – Basis for Peace!“ orga-
nized by the Swiss peace program in Colombia (SUIPPCOL) 19 - 30 October,
representatives of grassroots organizations and societies will report on how
they plan to defend their land by means of legal methods and non-violent
resistance.

Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
(FDFA) is organizing an event in Bern on 10 November for the 10-year Jubilee
of UN Resolution 1325 „Women, Peace and Security“, focusing on the oppor-
tunities and risks implicit in this resolution. Additional information.

The exhibition „Without Women – No Peace“, organized  by „PeaceWomen
Across the Globe“ to celebrate the 10-year Jubilee of UN Resolution 1325
sums up the success so far of efforts to implement this resolution. In New York
the exhibition will be sited right in front of the UN Security Council doors, 18 -
29 October. A poster exhibition     is also planned 1 - 20 November in a public
place in Bern, and from 10 - 12 November videos will be shown in the Casino
Bern. A series of film     is also planned on the same topic. Additional infor-
mation.

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace-

building.

Events

FriEnt has now published its report on the event „New Horizons. Linking De-
velopment Cooperation and Transitional Justice for Sustainable Peace“. Its
basic message is that functioning judicial processes will not be sufficient to
prevent new outbreaks of violence unless social, economic and cultural inju-
stice has been duly addressed.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/71/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/etc/annual-conference/index.html
http://www.iicp.ch/de/node/78
http://www.iicp.ch/en/node/52
http://www.peacewatch.ch/public/frameset.aspx?cat=1&lang=DE
http://www.askonline.ch/index.php
http://www.eda.admin.ch/unresolution1325
mailto:bettina.etter@eda.admin.ch
http://www.1000peacewomen.org
http://www.1000peacewomen.org
mailto:info@1000.peacewomen.org
mailto:info@1000.peacewomen.org
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_new_horizons_conference2010_report.pdf
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Publications

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Die Politische Ökonomie

von Bürgerkriegen.

Eine Kritik der „Neuen

Kriege“ anhand der

Fallbeispiele Angola,

Somalia und Afghanistan.

Mathis Balz (2009),

Hamburg: Forschungsstel-

le Kriege, Rüstung und

Entwicklung.

To order

The Political Economy of Civil Wars
In a working paper Mathis Balz investigates the motives of parties to the conflict
in civil wars. On the basis of case studies Balz shows that even in the case of
internal conflicts of recent date the parties involved are trying to seize political
power in the disputed area, and are not interested in continuing the war in the
long term for the purpose of self enrichment. He bases his thesis on research
into the sources of income of parties to the conflicts in Angola, Somalia and
Afghanistan. Since most of the conventional infrastructure of national production
in conflict zones tends to be either destroyed or rendered useless, the conflict
parties are forced to seek new sources of income to cover the cost of an armed
conflict. In most cases the money necessary for keeping the war going comes
from the sale of resources or the granting of concessions to financially sound
foreign concerns.

The author concludes that the parties to the conflict seek to maintain power over
an area and its resources in order to cover the cost of the war and to win it,
rather than in an effort to enrich themselves through war. In a theoretical intro-
duction to the subject the author refers above all to sources critical of capitalism,
reaching back as far as Marx. His line of argument is thus politically tainted and
one can only regret the lack of a broader viewpoint. Despite this one-sidedness
in the choice of source material the author succeeds in demonstrating his thesis
and makes it effective with the help of well chosen case studies. 20.09.2010
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Dealing with the Past

Web Tip
New Website on Dealing with the Past
An exchange platform with resources on Dealing with the Past (DwP) is currently
being created in the context of the new Dealing with the Past Course. The idea is
to help create a „Community of Practitioners“. At present the website mainly
offers information on the background and objectives of the Course, together
with information on the DwP framework developed by swisspeace together
with the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA). In the long term the site is
intended to be an instrument for networking as well as a forum for exchanges
between expert practitioners from all over the world. The „Community“ section
is at present protected by a password and reserved for Course participants and
lecturers. At a later stage a series of key reference documents as well as essen-
tial information on DwP work will be accessible to all interested parties. 27.09.2010

http://www.sozialwiss.uni-hamburg.de/publish/Ipw/Akuf/publ/AP2009-2.pdf
http://www.sozialwiss.uni-hamburg.de/publish/Ipw/Akuf/publ/AP2009-2.pdf
mailto:akuf@sozialwiss.uni-hamburg.de
http://www.dealingwiththepast.ch
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