
Kompetenzzentrum Friedensförderung
Centre pour la promotion de la paix

Centro per la promozione della pace
Center for Peacebuilding

NEWSLETTER
1st of November 2010 / Nr. 92

KOFF

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

KOFF – swisspeace

New KOFF Member

Justice and Peace

Evaluation of Peacebuilding Projects

Mediating Ceasefire Agreements

From Analysis to Strategy

Focus

Women, Peace and Security: the Demands of Resolution 1325
are as Urgent as Ever

News from Swiss NGOs

Introducing TRIAL

Roots of Conflict in Guinea-Bissau as Seen By the Population

HEKS in Albania: Dealing with the Key Factors
Behind Social Conflicts

News from Swiss Government Agencies

When Religions and World Views Come Together

Conflict Sensitivity in Central and South Asia

International Partner Organizations

Events, Publications, Web Tip

Publisher:
Center for
Peacebuilding KOFF
Sonnenbergstrasse 17
CH - 3000 Bern 7
Tel: +41 (0)31 330 12 12

www.swisspeace.ch/koff 

http://www.swisspeace.ch/koff


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 92  2

KOFF – swisspeace

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

KOFF Member

Organizations

TRIAL

Further information:

swisspeace Anita Müller

swisspeace: Dealing

with the Past

FDFA: Dealing

with the Past

Human Rights Watch

Centre for Humanitari-

an Dialogue

International Center

for Transitional Justice

New KOFF Member
The KOFF „Steering Committee“ accepted TRIAL (Track Impunity Always) as
new member organization at its meeting in September. The membership of the
Center for Peacebuilding has thus risen to 49 non-governmental organizations.
The new member is presented in the „News from Swiss NGOs“ section of the
Newsletter. 21.09.2010

Justice and Peace
„Seeking Justice, Building Peace“ was the title of a public event organized in
October by swisspeace together with the Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of
the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA). The focus was on the search for
promising approaches of a practical nature: how to further improve cooperation
between human rights efforts and peacebuilding? What is the potential of a
holistic approach to Dealing with the Past for negotiations with parties to a con-
flict?

The panel – consisting of Richard Dicker of Human Rights Watch, Mô Bleeker of
the FDFA, James LeMoyne of the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue and David
Tolbert of the International Center for Transitional Justice – was moderated by
Anita Müller of swisspeace.

The panelists were unanimous in the opinion that international justice receives a
great deal of attention when it addresses massive human rights violations, but
can cope with only a very small part of the challenges involved in Dealing with
the Past after armed conflicts. The needs of the majority of victims are thus
scarcely addressed. This means more attention must be paid to Dealing with the
Past and greater resources are needed. Mentioned in this context in particular
were the development of national legal institutions and traditional Dealing with
the Past methods, the rehabilitation of ex-combatants in society and the shaping
of an effective reparations program. Participants in the discussion were also
unanimously of the opinion that more consideration must be given to the views
of victims in peace negotiations and processes. This does not necessarily mean
the presence of victims’ representatives at the negotiating table, as there are
other ways of allowing their voices to be heard. Kofi Annan’s mediation efforts in
Kenya following the elections of 2008 was mentioned as one possible example
of „Best Practice“ in this context. 22.10.2010

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/about/koff-members/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/about/koff-members/index.html
http://www.trial-ch.org/en/home.html
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/depast.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/depast.html
http://www.hrw.org/de
http://www.hdcentre.org/
http://www.hdcentre.org/
http://www.ictj.org/en/index.html
http://www.ictj.org/en/index.html
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Designing for Results:

Integrating Monitoring

and Evaluation in

Conflict Transformation

Programs

Further information:
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UNDPA

MSU

Mediation Support

Project (swisspeace/

CSS ETH Zurich)

Evaluation of Peacebuilding Projects
KOFF conducted a training course on the evaluation of peacebuilding projects at
the end of September, since impact assessment is one of its focus topics.
Cheyanne Scharbatke-Church, an evaluation expert with international experi-
ence, provided some 20 representatives of international peace organizations,
Swiss relief organizations and the federal administration with a balanced mix of
theoretical inputs and case study-related group work during the three-day pro-
gram.

During the course she explained the various stages of the evaluation process.
The training included examples of the kind of decisions that need to be taken in
the conceptual stage of a project to ensure that its results can be properly evalu-
ated at a later stage. At an even earlier stage the fundamental objectives to be
pursued in an evaluation should be made clear, and whether in this context
priority is to be given to accountability or to learning and improving one’s work.

The formulation of meaningful terms of reference was being discussed and the-
ory-driven as well as application-oriented evaluation methods introduced. With
the help of case studies the group discussed how to assess the quality of an
evaluation, and the extent to which results should satisfy the requirements of
the various users in order to fulfill its objectives. Cheyanne Scharbatke-Church
also explained the different evaluation standards and principles and touched on
ethical questions. Also discussed were the reasons for disregarding many evalu-
ation results, and strategies for improving the linkage between evaluations and
institutional learning processes. 01.10.2010

Mediating Ceasefire Agreements
Mediating ceasefire agreements has long been considered a technical business
of military and security experts. The political dimension of such agreements that
define the parameters for more comprehensive peace agreements and the
protection of civilians have remained largely unaddressed.
Against this background, the Mediation Support Unit (MSU) of the United Nations
Department of Political Affairs (UNDPA) organized an expert workshop on
„Mediating Ceasefires and Cessation of Hostilities Agreements“ in Geneva. The
workshop was organized in partnership with swisspeace and took place at the
Geneva Center for Security Policy (GCSP). It brought together 30 selected experts
with extensive experience in mediating ceasefire agreements but representing
different sets of expertise including political, military, legal and human rights. It
had two main objectives. Firstly, it aimed at creating a community of practice
that can be called upon to support the development of ceasefire agreements in
peace processes. Secondly, through experience-sharing, it sought to feed into
the development of in-depth guidance material for mediators on the subject,
containing a core-set of principals, considerations, best practices and lessons
learned. The MSU will produce and publish the guidance material before the end
of the year.

http://www.sfcg.org/Documents/manualpart1.pdf
http://www.sfcg.org/Documents/manualpart1.pdf
http://www.sfcg.org/Documents/manualpart1.pdf
mailto:roland.dittli@swisspeace.ch
http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/undpa/
http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/undpa/mediation_support
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.html
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Further information:

swisspeace

Matthias Siegfried

Further information:

KOFF Roland Dittli

KOFF Websites on

Conflict Sensitivity

More about

Diana Francis

The workshop focused on factors that are shaping the durability of ceasefires
and cessation of hostilities agreements. The presentations, case studies and
discussions dealt with the key challenges third parties are faced with when
mediating ceasefire agreements, such as effective monitoring and dispute
resolution mechanisms, the practicalities of civilian protection and roles of civil
society, NGOs and traditional structures.
The event was generously funded by the Canadian government and supported
by the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs. 08.10.2010

From Analysis to Strategy
How to get from a conflict analysis to a relevant and effective peacebuilding
strategy? How to design a project for a peacebuilding intervention? These questions
lay at the heart of the recent KOFF Training „From Analysis to Strategy“.
Connecting conflict analysis meaningfully with the design of an intervention
strategy remains one of the big challenges in the area of peacebuilding. If a
peacebuilding intervention doesn’t address the most important factors stipulated
by the conflict analysis, its effectiveness might be weak. Therefore, linking the
analytical with the strategic level is an important step towards more impact.
The 3 day KOFF training aimed at closing the gap between analysis and strategy
and tackled a variety of relevant questions and challenges. Diana Francis and
Roland Dittli, two experienced practitioners, led through the training course. Several
tools for conflict analysis were introduced and applied to specific cases in group
work. Also, participants reflected on their organizational profiles and thus on the
strategies corresponding to the aim and values of their organizations. Finally, the
complete process of analyzing a conflict and elaborating a strategy based on the
findings was carried out with case studies. 25.10.2010

mailto:matthias.siegfried@swisspeace.ch
mailto:roland.dittli@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html
http://www.dianafrancis.info
http://www.dianafrancis.info
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Report by UN

Secretary-General on

Resolution 1325

Women’s Participation

in Peace Negotiations

(UNIFEM)

UN Resolution 1325

UN Resolution 1889

Swiss National

Action Plan 1325

(2007-2010)

KOFF Websites on

Gender & Peacebuilding

Focus

Women, Peace and Security:
the Demands of Resolution 1325 are as Urgent as Ever
October 2010 marked the 10th anniversary of the adoption of UN Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security. In Resoluti-
on 1325 the Security Council for the first time recognized the role of
women as actors in peace and security questions and demanded grea-
ter participation of women in peace processes as one of the primary
objectives. What has been achieved in the last 10 years?

The potential of Resolution 1325 is enormous, covering peace missions as well
as peace negotiations. The aim is to achieve more equitable participation of
women in both peacekeeping and peacebuilding processes and to exert a posi-
tive influence on routine peacebuilding efforts and decisions by including the
gender perspective. In its core requirements Resolution 1325 is thus an impor-
tant component for building a sustainable, stable peace that includes gender
equality.

Question of political will

During these 10 years the efforts of the United Nations and the community of
nations to implement Resolution 1325 have not been an unmitigated success.
While it is true that Resolution 1325 is an internationally established legal right,
it is not included in Chapter VII of the UN Charter. This means that its implemen-
tation cannot be enforced, nor can non-compliance be punished. In the final
analysis successful implementation depends on the political will of each actor,
whether involved in an armed conflict or a peace process. The crux therefore is
at the level of practical implementation. Are girls and women increasingly invol-
ved in peace processes today? Are they and their rights better protected?

Sobering facts

The facts show a marginal participation of women in peace processes in gene-
ral, and within the peace structures of the UN in particular. In his 2009 report on
the implementation of Resolution 1325 the UN Secretary-General struck a self-
critical note: „...the number of women in civilian and military contingents is
negligible“. The most recent investigation by UNIFEM, which studied 24 of the
most important peace processes since 1992, showed a strikingly low number of
female participants in peace negotiations. This situation has not noticeably im-
proved since the adoption of Resolution 1325. The study shows that only around
8% of the delegation members were women. In the case of signatories for
peace processes the number falls to less than 3%. In so far as peace talks
conducted by the UN are concerned, there were virtually no women among the
mediators.

An effective instrument for civil society

Resolution 1325 was originally intended to influence security policy at the high-
est level, and particularly within the UN Security Council. To date however it has

http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N10/540/24/PDF/N1054024.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N10/540/24/PDF/N1054024.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N10/540/24/PDF/N1054024.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.realizingrights.org/pdf/UNIFEM_handout_Women_in_peace_processes_Brief_April_20_2009.pdf
http://www.realizingrights.org/pdf/UNIFEM_handout_Women_in_peace_processes_Brief_April_20_2009.pdf
http://www.realizingrights.org/pdf/UNIFEM_handout_Women_in_peace_processes_Brief_April_20_2009.pdf
http://www.un.org/events/res_1325e.pdf
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N09/542/55/PDF/N0954255.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/congen.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/congen.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/congen.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
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proved itself as an effective instrument at a different level: advocacy of and
commitment to women’s rights.

Experiences from both Africa’s Great Lakes Region and the Balkans show that
women have been successfully making use of Resolution 1325. In the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo women’s rights activists created a political lobby and
jointly issued a memorandum calling on the government to meet its obligations
under the Resolution. There have been similar movements in Palestine/Israel,
Kosovo, Macedonia and Albania where women’s rights activists are making ef-
fective use of the Resolution to promote greater representation of women in
political processes and decision making bodies, as well as to found networks to
deal with social policy concerns.

Resolution 1325 has thus shown itself to be an effective instrument for the pro-
motion of women’s rights by civil society groups and organizations. Conversely
one can expect to see successful and effective implementation above all in places
where there is support from a strong civil society. Analyses from Colombia and
Afghanistan have shown that if the implementation of Resolution 1325 is pushed
exclusively by Western donors there is a danger of disempowering local women’s
rights organizations and unintentionally exacerbating local conflicts, instead of
transforming them.

The Swiss National Action Plan

In Switzerland too civil society has been active in the implementation of Resolu-
tion 1325. In 2005 a coalition of NGOs launched a postcard campaign „1325 –
the code is no secret“ inspiring a parliamentary question on the matter. In the
same year the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) entrusted Political
Affairs Division IV (PA IV) with the preparation of a National Action Plan (NAP).
Since March 2007 when the Federal Council took note of the NAP the latter has
served as the reference document for all civilian and military peacebuilding acti-
vities.

A lack of indicators has made it difficult to assess the degree of success in
implementing Resolution 1325, both at the national and international level. The
Security Council has therefore asked the Secretary-General in Resolution 1889 to
prepare a set of indicators to measure the implementation of Resolution 1325
around the world. In the revised version of its NAP Switzerland has adopted the
recommendations contained in the April 2010 report of Ban Ki Moon and defined
a series of indicators for each of the objectives.

This newly revised version of the Swiss NAP, to be officially launched on 10
November (see box), has again been prepared in close collaboration with civil
society organizations.

The demands of Resolution 1325 have lost none of their urgency in the 10 inter-
vening years. One can only hope that the will to achieve a breakthrough for this
Resolution manifests itself at the highest level of security policy. 19.10.2010
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Further information:

KOFF Barbara Brank

KOFF Rahel Fischer 

TRIAL

News from Swiss NGOs

Anniversary „10 Years 1325–Opportunities and Limits“

The Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Fo-
reign Affairs (FDFA) together with KOFF will introduce the newly revised
edition of the Swiss National Action Plan on 10 November 2010, in per-
fect time for the 10th anniversary of the adoption of UN Resolution 1325.
The speakers will review the opportunities and the challenges involved in
this resolution from several points of view.

Introducing TRIAL
TRIAL (Swiss association against impunity) was founded in 2002 by lawyers,
NGO leaders and victims of human rights crimes for the purpose of putting the
law at the service of victims of the most serious crimes including genocide,
crimes against humanity, war crimes, torture and enforced disappearances. As
well as fighting against the impunity which all too often accompanies such cri-
mes, the association aims to defend the interests of victims while making the
authorities as well as the general public more aware of the importance of
strengthening national and international systems of justice. The association spe-
cializes in defending victims of the most serious crimes before international
human rights bodies. In the name of victims from Algeria, Libya, Bosnia and
Herzegovina as well as Nepal, TRIAL has to date brought over 55 individual
cases before the European Court of Human Rights, the UN Human Rights Com-
mittee and the UN Committee against Torture.

TRIAL’s activities in Switzerland include bringing criminal charges against a number
of persons accused of torture and war crimes. Recently the association launched
a program concerning the responsibility of corporations with regard to internati-
onal crimes. Another important activity is pursuing claims for reparations in Swiss
tribunals.

Trial Watch is an online database which provides information on over 700 inter-
national war crimes proceedings before national and international tribunals. This
database has already been consulted more than 7’000’000 times. Additionally
TRIAL monitors legislative and diplomatic processes in Switzerland and inter-
venes regularly at the level of the federal government. TRIAL is also in charge of
the Secretariat and coordination for the Swiss Coalition for the International Cri-
minal Court and has been honored for its research project on the application of
International Humanitarian Law to video war games. 07.10.2010

Further information:

TRIAL Brigitt Altwegg 

mailto:barbara.brank@swisspeace.ch
mailto:rahel.fischer@swisspeace.ch
http://www.trial-ch.org/de/home.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4/un_res.html
mailto:brigitt.altwegg@trial-ch.org
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Further information:

Interpeace Lisa Ross

Roots of Conflict

in Guinea-Bissau:

The voice of the people

(full report)

Interpeace
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HEKS in Albania

Roots of Conflict in Guinea-Bissau
as Seen By the Population
Interpeace conducted a nationwide consultation process in Guinea-Bissau
between 2007 and 2009. Over 3’000 Bissau Guineans were included with the
goal to identify their view of obstacles to peace and the causes of conflict in the
country. The first study of its kind, it came out of the peace mapping exercise
conducted by the Interpeace local partner Voz di Paz (Voice of Peace). Civil soci-
ety, state representatives, journalists, members of the diaspora and security forces
were included in the consultation processes.

Ranging from governance issues to religious intolerance, 17 different themes
were identified. The Voz di Paz team structured them around four broad catego-
ries: national level issues, regional issues, cross-cutting issues, and emerging
issues. The resulting report also contains testimonies and statements made by
participants as a way of illustrating the most important problems and concerns.

The findings of the consultation phase were validated in 13 regional meetings
that involved over 6’000 Bissau-Guineans from across the country. In this valida-
tion process four main priorities for the consolidation of peace were identified:
ineffective state institutions and bad governance; poverty; poor administration
of justice; and tribalism. The Voz di Paz program will establish Working Groups
that concentrate on these four priority areas in order to formulate broadly based
solutions for the consolidation of peace.

The report „Roots of Conflicts in Guinea-Bissau: The voice of the people“ is now
available. 20.10.2010

HEKS in Albania: Dealing with the Key Factors
Behind Social Conflicts
Albania’s rapidly changing society is increasingly subject to social conflicts and
tensions, notably between marginalized Albanian families moving from rural areas
to the rapidly expanding urban areas, and Roma families that already live there.
Both groups are socially disadvantaged and discriminated against, receiving no
support from the State and having no access to social services. Lack of educati-
on, poor health care, competition for scarce jobs and violence are their daily lot.

Swiss Interchurch Aid (HEKS) has  been active in Albania since the 1990s. One of
its main aims is to promote the development of civil society and peaceful coha-
bitation between the various population groups. HEKS and its local NGO partner,
Useful to Albanian Women Association (UAW), have been providing needy child-
ren with a midday meal and a nursery service since 1994 in the town of Elbasan.
Working with children in this way helped to develop contacts with the families
and build trust for further initiatives. Roma women were assisted in the creation
of their own organization. A new community center gives young people and
women the chance to acquire practical skills and at the same time to learn about

mailto:ross-magenty@interpeace.org
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/interpeace_voz_di_paz_guinea-bissau_roots_of_conflicts_the_voice_of_the_people.pdf
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/interpeace_voz_di_paz_guinea-bissau_roots_of_conflicts_the_voice_of_the_people.pdf
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/interpeace_voz_di_paz_guinea-bissau_roots_of_conflicts_the_voice_of_the_people.pdf
http://www.interpeace.org
http://www.heks.ch/de/weltweit/albanien/
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Further information:

HEKS Madeleine Hirsch

PA IV Annual Conference

News from Swiss Government Agencies

their rights. It also brings Albanian and Roma families together in ways that
promote trust. In this context the center also takes on the role of mediator,
helping families from both population groups to work together in defending their
rights.

These initiatives open up new horizons for young people and women, combat
discrimination, build bridges between Albanian and Roma families and help to
develop an active civil society. In this way HEKS tackles some key factors behind
social conflicts within Albanian society and contributes to the peaceful cohabita-
tion of the different population groups. 20.10.2010

Further information:

PA IV

Corina Berger Megahed

When Religions and World Views Come Together
Panelists from all over the world discussed various matters affecting the peace-
ful coexistence of societies with different world views, and ways to solve reli-
gious-political conflicts, at this year’s Annual Conference of Political Affairs Divisi-
on IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), which was
attended by more than 500 people.

The underlying theme was recognition of the fact that in the present age the
multiplicity of world views has a political influence that needs to be taken into
consideration in the area of peace policy. In a globalized world more religions
and world views meet, or in the words of FDFA State Secretary Peter Maurer,
there is no longer only one church at the centre of the global village. When the
meeting of different world views leads to tensions and conflicts the consequences
can rapidly spread beyond local contexts.

According to Ambassador Claude Wild, the new head of PA IV in his welcome
address, the useful and innovative efforts of Switzerland have met with a posi-
tive response from its partners. The need to include all actors ready to engage in
dialogue in a political process that seeks to resolve conflict – the preferred ap-
proach of PA IV – found widespread support at the Conference. The related
„Dialogue of Practice“ met with a similarly positive echo. The High Representa-
tive of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations, Jorge Sampaio, warned against
dialogue on various religious axioms. A number of panelists stressed that efforts
to solve conflicts based on common interests and practical measures are more
effective. One panelist recommended looking for solutions „less with the head
than with hands and heart“. In confirmation of the words quoted by Mr. Sampa-
io that „peace is never made, but always in the making“ PA IV will continue to
strive for this with all its power, as emphasized by Markus Leitner, Head of the
Peace Policy Section. 14.10.2010

mailto:Hirsch@heks.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4/arcjco.html
mailto:corina.berger@eda.admin.ch
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SDC: Conflict

Prevention

Further information:

SDC Armin Rieser

Conflict Sensitivity in Central and South Asia
The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) carried out a conflict-
sensitive program management (CSPM) workshop in Tadzhikistan over a period
of days. For the conflict-sensitive planning of projects and programs, the 20 par-
ticipants from Afghanistan, Kirgizstan, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Tadzhikistan, Uzbe-
kistan and Switzerland applied their own practical examples to the different
instrument of analysis. They were able to see how even small adjustments in
projects can either aggravate a conflict or ease tension.

The many years of experience in Nepal have shown how a comprehensive con-
flict-sensitive approach and adaptation of the program make it possible to secu-
re what has been achieved, continue efforts during the armed conflict and intro-
duce measures aimed at conflict transformation. Current challenges in the SDC
program were discussed in reference to the situation in Kirgizstan arising from
the pogroms of June against the Uzbek minority. A case study from the South of
India demonstrated the role that civil society actors can play in conflict transfor-
mation. The application of CSPM in the context of the debate on international
involvement in fragile States was also considered.

It became clear that the responsibility of management plays a central role and
that CPSM must be integrated at all levels of program and project management
and at all stages. Ethnic considerations and an understanding of the local con-
text are also important. The question, to what extent Sharia law may be a factor
that can aggravate or ease tension in a conflict in Islamic societies led to inten-
sive discussions. The participants assessed the approach of positive discrimina-
tion in projects as well as in-house personnel policy very differently. The course
ended with action plans for better integration of CSPM in SDC programs. The
new SDC „Conflict and Human Rights“ network is expected to play a major role
in this context. 01.10.2010

http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Themen/Konfliktpraevention_und_Transformation/Konfliktpraevention
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Themen/Konfliktpraevention_und_Transformation/Konfliktpraevention
mailto:Armin.rieser@deza.admin.ch
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Conciliation Resources
Conciliation Resources and Saferworld launched a new joint project     sup-
ported by the European Commission, which links European decision-makers
with people directly affected by violent conflict in 25 countries. The „People’s
Peacemaking Project“ will support local partners to research, produce and
publish in-depth conflict analysis, and advocate for locally derived solutions to
the conflicts. It aims to help create more effective partnerships between the
EU and local governments and organizations in addressing the underlying cau-
ses of instability particularly in Central Africa, West Africa, the Horn of Africa,
Asia, the Middle East, the Caucasus, Eastern Europe and the Western Balkans.

Collaborative Development Action (CDA)
A Do no Harm Blog     was recently created by CDA as a medium for sharing
recentactivities, new questions and ideas on this topic.

International Alert
Acknowledging that the rehabilitation of ex-combatants is critical to sustainab-
le peace in Nepal, which is in turn crucial for long-term economic develop-
ment, a recent workshop with private sector leaders in Kathmandu resulted
in a display of willingness and openness towards providing support to ex-
combatants.

FriEnt
Promoting peace and security is a central feature of the joint Africa-EU strategy
adopted in December 2007. On the occasion of the 3rd Africa-EU Summit due
to take place in Tripoli at the end of November the focus article in the most
recent FriEnt-Impulse looks at the challenges for making better use of the
potential of the strategy for development policy peace work.

KOFF invites to a presentation of the book „From Pacification to Peacebuil-
ding. A Call to Global Transformation“ with the author Diana Francis, a conflict
transformation expert and peace activist. The presentation takes place on
6 Dec. 16 - 17.30h on the swisspeace premises in Bern and will be followed
by an aperitif. Information and registration. 

Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
(FDFA) is organizing an event in Bern on 10 November for the 10th anniversary
of UN Resolution 1325 „Women, Peace and Security“, focusing on the oppor-
tunities and risks implicit in this resolution.

International Partner Organizations

News from ten

international KOFF

partner organizations.

Berghof Conflict

Research

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

forumZFD

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace-

building.

Events

http://www.c-r.org/latest-news/index.php
http://donoharmproject.wordpress.com/
http://www.international-alert.org/press/archive.php?id=423
http://www.frient.de/materialien/detaildoc.asp?id=1472
mailto:celine.morgan@swisspeace.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/nap_1325
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
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Upon invitation of TERRE DES FEMMES Switzerland Edna Adan Ismail of Soma-
lia will participate in the  VOIX DES FEMMES     series     „Edna Adan – how women
change the world“, which will be visiting various Swiss cities 25 Nov. -
10. Dec. This 73-year-old expert in women’s health and efforts to combat fe-
male genital mutilation will be joining staff members of TERRE DES FEMMES
Switzerland in a variety of events aimed at migrant women, migration and
health professionals, asylum professionals and open to interested members of
the public.

The „16 days against violence against women“ campaign of the feminist
peace organization cfd is scheduled to take place 25 Nov. - 10 Dec. The variety
of events organized jointly with more than 60 other organizations will attempt
to raise public awareness on the theme of weapons and violence that target
women. The campaign will be launched by Erika Forster-Vannini, Speaker of
the Council of States, and Pascale Bruderer Wyss, Speaker of the National
Council. Additional information.

On the occasion of this year’s Human Rights Day PBI Switzerland and Peace
Watch Switzerland are planning a slide show „Tortilla for breakfast – on the
road in South Mexico“ on the influence of tourism in this region: 9 Dec. at
19.15 in the cultural center Progr in Bern.

„Steps for Peace“ is pleased to announce a Training of Trainers in Peacebuilding,
13 - 17 Dec. in Berlin. The aim is to further develop practical training skills for
culturally adapted, sustainable learning processes in peacebuilding, conflict
transformation and conflict management in crisis regions.

Publications
Sexed Pistols
Small arms and light weapons (SALW) kill, maim, wound and threaten millions
of adults and children, whether they are combatants and civilians in war zones
or in degraded and violent ‘peacetime’ environments. The widespread availabi-
lity, mobility and ease of use of SALW have made them central to maintaining
social dislocation, destabilization, insecurity and crime in the build-up to war, in
wartime and in the aftermath of violent conflict. Their diverse impact on women,
men, girls and boys has rarely been considered in the formulation of small-arms
policy, small-arms collection or control, or even in small-arms research. The edi-
tors of the book „Sexed Pistols“, Vanessa Farr, Henri Myrttinen and Albrecht
Schnabel, argue that understanding how prolific SALW reinforce and maintain
gender- and age-specific violence in the context of violent conflict has to impro-
ve considerably. Contributors to the book, published by the United Nations Uni-
versity this year, draw on experience and research from around the world in
developing and developed countries. They examine the connection between
guns and gender and discuss methodological challenges and priorities in gende-
red small-arms research, policy and advocacy. The findings culminate in a num-
ber of useful recommendations for future policy formulation, program implemen-
tation and research, which are also summarized in an accompanying policy brief
that can be freely distributed and posted. 11.10.2010

http://www.unu.edu/unupress/2009/sexedPistols.html
http://www.unu.edu/unupress/2009/sexedPistols.html
http://www.unu.edu/unupress/2009/sexedPistols.html
http://www.unu.edu/publications/briefs/policy-briefs/2010/UNU_PolicyBrief_10-01.pdf
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch
http://www.cfd-ch.org/16tage/index.php
mailto:amanda.weibel@cfd-ch.org
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/de/aktuell/events/157/?no_cache=1
http://www.steps-for-peace.org/
http://www.steps-for-peace.org/files/Steps_for_Peace_Training_of_Trainers_Dez2010.pdf
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KOFF is a swisspeace program. It is sponsored jointly by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and the following
Swiss NGOs:
• Alliance Sud • APRED • BAHA’I • Brücke Le pont • Caritas Switzerland • Caux - Initiatives of Change  • cfd • CIMERA •
Common Cause Switzerland •DCAF • Eirene Switzerland • Fondation  Hirondelle • Forum für Friedenserziehung •  Geneva
Call • Green Cross Switzerland • GSoA • HEKS • Helvetas • ICP • Intercooperation • International Association for Human
Values • Interpeace • LIPS • Media21• Medico International Schweiz • Medienhilfe • mission 21 • MIVA Switzerland •
Palmyrah • Peace Brigades International • Peace Watch Switzerland • PeaceWomen Across the Globe • Pestalozzi Children’s
Foundation • Quaker United Nations Office • Schweizerischer Friedensrat • Schweizerischer Katholischer Frauenbund •
Schweizerisches Arbeiterhilfswerk • Service Civil International Schweiz • Society for Threatened Peoples • Swissaid • Swiss
Academy for Development • Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund • Swiss Red Cross • Swiss Refugee Council • terre des femmes
Switzerland • terre des hommes Switzerland • TRIAL • Women for Peace Switzerland • World  Vision Switzerland
 

Institute for War and Peace Reporting
The Institute for War and Peace Reporting (IWPR) is an international network
founded in 1991 to promote free and fair journalism in areas of conflict and crisis.
Based in London, the Institute supports programs in Afghanistan, countries of
the Caucasus, as well as Central Asia and reports from the International Criminal
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia. Journalists, regional peace experts and busi-
ness people work for the network. The objectives of the IWPR include regional
reporting, analyses of regional media and monitoring the political impact in pro-
ject areas. Representatives of the media as well as of government and civil
society, network on social and political questions by means of conferences and
roundtables. Human rights abuses, trafficking in children, extra-judicial killings,
women’s rights and elections are among the most important issues which the
IWPR has addressed in recent years. The website, regularly updated, contains
both a wealth of regional articles and reports and various offers of teaching
modules and interactive training opportunities for interested media people from
conflict areas.

The Institute provides weekly online reports on human rights and development
questions in various regions and has its own newsletter. 14.10.2010

http://iwpr.net/
http://iwpr.net/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:christa.dold@swisspeace.ch
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
http://www.eda.admin.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.caux.ch/de/home
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/index.php
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.greencross.ch/en/index.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/
http://www.iicp.ch/
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.wsp-international.org/
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://media21geneva.org/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch
http://www.mission-21.org
http://www.miva.ch/
http://www.refbejuso.ch/content/showInfo.asp?InfoId=791
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.osar.ch/
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.trial-ch.org/en/home.html
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/

