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Further information:

KOFF Roland Dittli

KOFF Websites

HEKS

KOFF Websites

Dealing with the Past 

Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx

KOFF Active in the Caucasus
KOFF is conducting a project evaluation in Armenia and Azerbaijan for Swiss
Interchurch Aid (HEKS). The aim of this HEKS regional dialogue project is to dis-
mantle the negative stereotypes prevailing in both of these countries and to
demonstrate the opportunities for increased cooperation. The evaluation will serve
for a joint assessment of the current situation as well as for planning the next
stage of the project. 08.11.2010

KOFF Training: Children and Dealing with the Past
Should a teacher in Kosovo allow the picture of a boy killed in the war to be hung
in the classroom? Anica Mikuš Kos and Jean-Claude Métraux, are both child
psychiatrists who work in (post) conflict countries, and often in schools so as to
reach as many children as possible. In the KOFF Training they encouraged partici-
pants to listen with empathy to the needs and concerns of children, parents and
teachers; to consider dialogue and care as being in many cases a year-long
process; and above all to promote existing local structures and capacities.

Children and youths have to deal with grief and trauma. Both trainers reminded
participants of the various forms that grief can take with the loss of a person or
an object, of identity or of meaning. With the help of examples they showed the
various stages of grief which ideally can lead to the creative integration of what
the victims have lived through, combined with the further development of their
own identity.

The participants also learned that as well as individuals it is above all whole
families, clans, villages and regions that are affected by grief and trauma: collec-
tive reprocessing can however lead to new conflicts, which must be addressed
with sensitivity, and in which the different interests of those concerned must be
taken into consideration.

The training was an impressive illustration of how Dealing with the Past requires
not only lawyers, historians, theologians and professional peace workers but
also the contributions of psychologists and psychiatrists. Only in this way will it
be possible to reach a collective decision on the photo of the slain boy. 10.11.2010

mailto:roland.dittli@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/index.html
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
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Further information:

KOFF Can Deniz

KOFF Ursula Keller

Elections in Afghanistan: Obstacles to Reform
After 10 years of occupation and futile efforts at reconstruction and democratiza-
tion including parliamentary and presidential elections, Afghanistan seems to be
going backwards rather than forwards. As Citha Maass of the German Institute
for International and Security Affairs (SWP) told the KOFF Afghanistan Roundtab-
le, the international community failed to take advantage of the elections to build
strong state institutions, strengthen parliamentary control of the government,
empower civil society, defend its own interests and make possible the gradual
development of legitimate political parties. Instead, by reinforcing the central
government international actors are supporting the political machine of Presi-
dent Karzai, which is presently engaged in obstructing the reform process. Fur-
thermore the „process of reconciliation“ with the insurgents will put even more
pressure on civil society, the forces of reform and the more independent media.
Citha Maass welcomed the fact that no Swiss soldiers are stationed in Afghanis-
tan as a major advantage compared to other European nations.

Frank Wiederkehr, who is in charge of the Afghanistan program of the Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), pointed out that the strategy of
SDC has long had a strong local character. As well as coordination with the
international organizations, SDC focuses on cooperation with Afghan authorities
at the provincial and district levels as well as in traditional forums and local
communities. Thanks to its access to the local population SDC is able to strengthen
the latter’s capacities in the areas of governance and human rights while impro-
ving living conditions – in relation to education, small businesses, agricultural
infrastructure and health – in regions where access is difficult.

Citha Maass is convinced that a thorough-going reform process will take several
generations, and thus requires patience and perseverance. Furthermore the re-
construction process, dominated by donors, needs to focus more on local re-
quirements. 17.11.2010

Sima Samar Pays a Visit to KOFF

On the occasion of an informal visit to KOFF, Sima Samar, former Minister for
Women’s Affairs and the current Chairperson of the Afghan Independent Hu-
man Rights Commission, criticized the concentration of power in the hands of
Hamid Karzai and spoke of the need for civilian grass roots movements. In
her view, improving skills and the level of education are the essential instru-
ments, not only for dealing with the gender issue but for many of Afghanistan’s
other problems. At present she feels however that there is a lack of political
will both within the country and among the international political elite.

KOFF Websites

Afghanistan

mailto:can.deniz@swisspeace.ch
mailto:ursula.keller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/afghanistan/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/afghanistan/index.html
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swisspeace Annual

Conference: Concept,

Bibliography, Presenta-

tions, Photos

Press Coverage

NZZ: Wahlen sind kein

Allheilmittel

Der Bund: Wenn

Wahlen Gewalt

anstacheln statt

beenden

Le Temps: „La Guinée

n’a jamais été aussi

polarisée“

swissinfo: Wahlen in

Konfliktgebieten: Fluch

oder Segen?

Radio Suisse Romande

La Première: Des

élections dans les

zones de conflits

Radio RaBe: Demokra-

tische Wahlen führen

nicht automatisch zum

Frieden

Focus
Potentials and Challenges of Elections in Conflict Contexts
Organizing elections in conflict zones has become an essential peace-
building instrument. Elections can, however, spark renewed violence and
worsen conflicts. At the Annual Conference of swisspeace in Bern on the
theme of „Ballots or Bullets? The Potential and Challenges of Elections
in Conflict Contexts“ international and Swiss experts including both aca-
demics and practitioners discussed before an audience of 200 the rela-
tionship between elections and violence, how to conduct elections in a
conflict-sensitive way and the role the international community plays in
this context.

Elections have much potential. They make it possible for citizens to participate
actively and thus create a sense of belonging. They determine the composition of
the government and thus provide legitimacy. They serve as an instrument to
sanction incompetent leadership and ensure accountability. But elections can
also ignite tensions below the surface. For since they provide access to power
and thus to wealth and security, they usher in moments of high conflict potential.
Although such conflicts do not necessarily lead to violence, those who wish to
influence the electoral process or its outcome may seize upon violence as an
instrument.

More stability or more violence?

Elections are an important tool for the stabilization and democratization of a
country in the wake of a conflict. As part of the democratization process they
should help to resolve conflicts in the context of a normalized, non-violent pro-
cess. Markus Heiniger of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
has demonstrated with the example of Nepal how the consensus politics of a
peace process clearly contrast with the competitive politics of elections. Elections
represent a transitional stage in the context of which opinions polarize within the
society and rifts can come to light. It is for this reason that elections involve
specific dangers and in certain circumstances can heighten the potential for vio-
lence in a country. Elections in a (post) war zone have in fact promoted stabiliza-
tion in rare instances only. This was made clear at the conference with the ex-
amples of Angola in the 1990s and the recent elections in Afghanistan.

There are several possible causes of election-related violence including lack of
trust in the election process, the readiness of certain groups to use violence and
intimidation to gain an advantage, and disagreement on the technical conduct of
the elections. Andrew Bruce of the UN stressed the fact that violence at the time
of elections should not be seen as limited to election-related issues, since con-
textual factors also play a key role. On this point Sead Alihodzic of International
IDEA proposed a conceptualization of violence specific to elections, in which the
broader social context as well as the possibility of containment of the violence
play a central role.

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/etc/annual-conference/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/etc/annual-conference/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/etc/annual-conference/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/swisspeace_Jahreskonferenz_2010.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Startseite/NZZ_-_18_11_2010_-_Seite_8.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Startseite/NZZ_-_18_11_2010_-_Seite_8.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Startseite/Der_Bund_-_22_11_2010_-_Seite_2.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Startseite/Der_Bund_-_22_11_2010_-_Seite_2.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Startseite/Der_Bund_-_22_11_2010_-_Seite_2.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Startseite/Le_Temps_-_17_11_2010_-_page_4.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Startseite/Le_Temps_-_17_11_2010_-_page_4.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Startseite/Le_Temps_-_17_11_2010_-_page_4.pdf
http://www.swissinfo.ch/ger/politik_schweiz/Wahlen_in_Konfliktgebieten:_Fluch_oder_Segen_.html?cid=28816740
http://www.swissinfo.ch/ger/politik_schweiz/Wahlen_in_Konfliktgebieten:_Fluch_oder_Segen_.html?cid=28816740
http://www.swissinfo.ch/ger/politik_schweiz/Wahlen_in_Konfliktgebieten:_Fluch_oder_Segen_.html?cid=28816740
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Startseite/La_Premiere_-_101116.mp3
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Startseite/La_Premiere_-_101116.mp3
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Startseite/La_Premiere_-_101116.mp3
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Startseite/RaBe_Info_-_101117.mp3
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Startseite/RaBe_Info_-_101117.mp3
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Startseite/RaBe_Info_-_101117.mp3
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The right timing

All of the speakers agreed that the timing and sequencing of elections in a post-
war context plays an essential role in ensuring that violence is avoided during
the electoral process. The momentum for elections, which often represent a
new beginning, needs to be harnessed. Elections in post-war zones are often
held too early. In a reference to Guinea, Elizabeth Coté of the International
Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES) said the international community has so
far shown itself too concerned with keeping to prearranged timetables. According
to Marina Ottaway of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace elections
should only be held when the actors involved show themselves ready to accept
the rules of the game.
Why in fact do most peace agreements require elections to be held at the earliest
possible date? Peacekeeping missions involve extremely high costs. That is why
in a post-war context the international community needs an exit strategy. Elections
provide a good opportunity, being relatively easy to arrange on the technical
side, of limited duration and a clearly identifiable milestone. Moreover they are
assumed to prove the legitimacy of the government elected. But as was made
very clear by Didier Péclard of swisspeace, legitimacy requires more than the
ballot box. The newly elected government often has more legitimacy in the eyes
of the international community than it does with the local population. One wonders
therefore whether or not elections are truly the only way to create legitimacy.
Alternatives to premature elections in particular are urgently needed.

Conflict-sensitive electoral processes

Once the decision to hold elections has been taken, the process should be
designed in a conflict-sensitive way. In each electoral process it is necessary
therefore to limit factors that are conducive to violence while promoting those
that build peace. Efforts are often made to separate electoral systems into two
categories: those that trigger, and those that contain conflicts. Georg Lutz of the
University of Lausanne reminded the audience that there is no such thing as a
perfect election or party system. It all depends on the context. It makes much
more sense to focus on the „small print“: fair registration procedures, equal
opportunities for the parties and candidates, democratic campaigning and a
proper system of legal redress to solve election-related conflicts. As Ilona Tip of
the Electoral Institute for the Sustainability of Democracy in Africa (EISA) pointed
out, local peacebuilding capacities need to be supported. EISA does indeed
provide training and networking for local mediators who have legitimacy and
credibility and who are well integrated in the Election Commission. For Markus
Leitner of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) the local population’s
faith in the electoral process is a key factor for the avoidance of violence.
In the view of Citha Maass of the German Institute for International and Security
Affairs (SWP) the international community should be consciously aware of the
role it is going to play – i.e. whether as observer, mediator or organizer – so as
to avoid creating false hopes. Looking to the future, it will be important to carry
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swisspeace
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Further information:

Eirene Suisse

Jérôme Strobel

Eirene Suisse

AMI Rwanda

News from Swiss NGOs

out more studies on the conditions conducive to successful elections and to
promote understanding of elections as part of a process. There is also a need to
seek alternatives to elections in efforts to promote reunification, peace, nation
building and democracy, while at the same time trying to improve cooperation
between experts in peace research, peacebuilding and the electoral process.

16.11.2010

Social Therapy in Rwanda
The „Association Modeste et Innocent“ (AMI) for training, mediation and support
was founded in 2000 in Butare, Rwanda, with the aim of improving social cohe-
sion, sustainable peace and the concept of „Ubuntu“ (humanity). At present AMI
is working on reconciliation and „detraumatisation“ programs. Eirene Suisse and
AMI have been working together for the promotion of social therapy in Rwanda
since 2009, a year which saw the preparation of the first training modules, follo-
wed by a period of implementation. In Rwanda’s present post-genocide context,
with lingering fears and social divisions, social therapy focuses on helping victims
and former prisoners to cope with their suffering. Promoting dialogue between
people who would rather not have anything to do with each other and shun the
very idea of dialogue is the declared aim.

At present AMI is using social therapy specifically as a means of facilitating the
restitution of goods stolen at the time of the genocide. This stage has significant
potential for aggravating tensions between the victims and former prisoners.
During a first sensitization process AMI compiled a list of the prejudices of both
groups. These prejudices are then the subject of discussions in an effort to make
the groups ready for a meeting at which, leaving the prejudices outside the door,
it should become possible to discuss the real, underlying problems. Finally, after
taking all the necessary precautions, the two groups are brought together in a
protective environment where step-by-step efforts can be made with the goal to
seek solutions together.

The experiences to date provide grounds for hope. In the regions where AMI is
active the number of commemorative events with the participation of all popula-
tion groups has increased, as have spontaneous efforts at solidarity. 20.11.2010

mailto:sara.hellmueller@swisspeace.ch
mailto:jerome.strobel@eirensuisse.ch
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=75&Itemid=105
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Further information:

Brücke · Le pont

José Balmer

Brücke · Le pont
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HEKS

Human Rights-Based

Approach Portal

Brücke · Le pont: Protection
for Children and Youths in Bolivia
Brücke · Le pont („Bridge to the South“) has worked with Defence for Children
International (DCI) Bolivia for 15 years in the framework of the „Protection for
Children“ project. The aim of DCI is recognition of the rights of children and
young people by the State and society, enabling them to take responsibility for
their own lives and to help shape the society in which they live. The project
assists hundreds of children and young people who join youth groups where
they receive support. The training courses have benefited about 120 persons
employed by public bodies that deal with children.

In recent years DCI has focused more on efforts at the political level, focusing on
the authorities to promote the rights of children and their needs. Another objec-
tive is to improve legislation for the protection of children and young people from
violence and abuse. DCI’s unflagging lobbying efforts paid off in 2008, with a
significant milestone: the model text which DCI prepared in collaboration with
the NGO Fundación La Paz has been incorporated into Bolivia’s new constituti-
on. Through alliances with other organizations DCI also puts forward legislative
proposals, for example concerning regulations dealing with the employment of
children and youths, and juvenile criminal law. To promote greater awareness of
such laws and regulations DCI offers training to the persons responsible in public
and private institutions including police officers, judges and law students. Fur-
thermore DCI makes use of the media to raise the public awareness of children’s
rights. For in the eyes of many, children from disadvantaged segments of society
are „not worthy of protection“.

Brücke · Le pont will continue to support DCI to the end of 2010. Thanks to
widespread international recognition and networking the organization is certain
to find new sources of financing. 22.11.2010

Human Rights-Based Approach Workshop
The Human Rights-Based Approach (HRBA) has for years been an important
theme for a great many development cooperation actors. Organizations and
their partners that adopt and implement HRBA face certain challenges. How can
these be resolved? What have been the experiences so far, and the lessons
learned?

Various representatives of Swiss NGOs and the Swiss Agency for Development
and Cooperation (SDC) addressed these questions in an exchange workshop
organized by the Pestalozzi Children’s Foundation, Swiss Interchurch Aid (HEKS)
and the SDC. The 20 participants exchanged information on the HRBA imple-
mentation process in their own organizations, and learned from the exchange.
Despite the many differences in their organizational structures and project activi-
ties they were able to identify and discuss the questions and challenges they all
face.

mailto:jose.balmer@bruecke-lepont.ch
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/splash.php
http://www.heks.ch
http://hrbaportal.org/
http://hrbaportal.org/
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Further information:

HEKS Vincent Hug

Further information:

Interpeace

Lisa Ross-Magenty

Interpeace

Report „Peace in

Liberia - Challenges to

Consolidation of Peace

in the eyes of the

communities“

The Human Rights-Based Approach results in some far-reaching changes in areas
which include program planning and cooperation with local partners. New mo-
dels need to be developed and policy and strategy processes redesigned. Orga-
nizations need to constantly review their own roles, and their relations with local
partners. Implementation of the HRBA therefore needs to be understood as a
continuous process.

Through mutual exchanges and learning from professional colleagues it is pos-
sible to deal with the questions and challenges on the HRBA with increasing
awareness, and to develop synergies. Consideration is therefore being given to
a further comprehensive workshop in the longer term, and additional meetings
of smaller groups are planned to deal with specific questions. 26.11.2010

Challenges for Peace in Liberia
The Joint Programme Unit for United Nations/Interpeace Initiatives (JPU) conduc-
ted a nation-wide consultation process with the Liberian population. The goal
was to identify challenges for peace as they are perceived in the communities
and to find out how Liberians think about the peace process. More than 10,000
Liberians participated in 270 communities across the country.

The main sources of conflict as seen by Liberians are the following: Land and
property disputes are seen as the most prevalent source of tensions. Local Go-
vernance – especially the relationship between local authorities and communi-
ties – is another pressing issue. The perceived lack of capacity and the preva-
lence of corruption results in low levels of trust in the judicial system. Competing
ethnic and religious identities are also an issue that may cause tension. Finally,
while insufficient access to resources was not mentioned as a source of conflict
per se, it can become an issue for the peacebuilding process if other sources of
conflict are present.

The findings of the consultation are now published in the report „Challenges for
Peace in Liberia“. In September, President John A. Kufuor, Chairman of the Inter-
peace Governing Council and former President of Ghana, presented it to the
Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. This publication is the latest output from
the project „Platform for Dialogue and Peace in Liberia“ (P4DP) which aims to
achieve a broad national consensus on peace and foster concrete measures to
address critical issues for the peacebuilding process in the country. The JPU toge-
ther with the Liberian Ministry of Internal Affairs and with funding from the Pea-
cebuilding Fund are responsible for the implementation of the project. A fully
Liberian team of the JPU/UNOPS together with a group of eight Liberian civil
society organizations conducted the actual survey. 23.11.2010

mailto:VHug@heks.ch
mailto:ross-magenty@interpeace.org
http://www.interpeace.org
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/peace_in_liberia_challenges_to_the_consolidation_of_peace_p4dp_interpeace.pdf
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/peace_in_liberia_challenges_to_the_consolidation_of_peace_p4dp_interpeace.pdf
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/peace_in_liberia_challenges_to_the_consolidation_of_peace_p4dp_interpeace.pdf
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Geneva Peacebuilding

Platform

Further information:

GPP Frédérique Guerin

Dealing with the Past:

Website on the Course

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Interim Stabilization and Peacebuilding
On the occasion of its Annual Forum, the Geneva Peacebuilding Platform met to
discuss the topic of „interim stabilization“. Bringing together international ex-
perts and practitioners from the humanitarian, development, security and peace-
building communities to share experiences and exchange ideas, the day produ-
ced lively debate and revealed a number of shared views.

Interim stabilization is described as a way of buying time to enhance social,
political and economic conditions so that Disarmament, Demobilization and Re-
integration (DDR) and Security Sector Reform (SSR) programs can be more effec-
tive and places greater emphasis on the context of individual cases advising a
bottom-up, area-based approach. Emerging from experimentations on the ground,
these approaches bear many lessons for tailoring new practices in the field of
conflict prevention and peacebuilding.

As a contribution to the policy discussions around interim stabilization measures,
the Platform brought together 12 speakers from the UN, NGOs, the donor com-
munity and the mediation sector. They provided a holistic account of interim
stabilization drawing on their various experiences in the field and at policy level.
First, the conceptual underpinnings and limitations of interim stabilization were
discussed. Experiences from Uganda, the Democratic Republic of Congo and
Sudan provided a contextual base for further analyses. An overview of how
interim stabilization measures are being incorporated into intervention strategies
at the International Organization for Migration, International Labour Organization
and the United Nations Development Programme followed. A more general discus-
sion on the implications for the wider peacebuilding field rounded off the event.

The discussions revealed that the international community’s understanding of
the complexities of post-conflict environments is becoming more sophisticated.
However, the constraints placed on projects by donors and the politics of peace
agreements frequently dilute and alter what interim approaches prescribe, resul-
ting in projects that are standard DDR/SSR under another name. 04.11.2010

Conclusion of Pilot Course on „Dealing with the Past“
How does the Dealing with the Past (DwP) process relate to the basic theories of
conflict transformation? What are the appropriate steps for strategy develop-
ment, and the most important instruments for implementation? These questions
were the centerpiece of the second module of the „Advanced Learning Course
for Professionals“ on Dealing with the Past, held in Spiez 1-5 November.

The aim of this two-part pilot course – developed by Political Affairs Division IV
(PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs together with KOFF – is to
improve the Dealing with the Past skills of both governmental and non-govern-
mental actors, and encourage exchanges of experience between practitioners.

http://www.gcsp.ch/Conflict-and-Peacebuilding/The-Geneva-Peacebuilding-Platform-GPP
http://www.gcsp.ch/Conflict-and-Peacebuilding/The-Geneva-Peacebuilding-Platform-GPP
mailto:f.guerin@gcsp.ch
http://www.dealingwiththepast.ch/
http://www.dealingwiththepast.ch/
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Further information:

PA IV Mô Bleeker 

KOFF Jonathan Sisson

Anniversary „10 Years

1325 - Opportunities

and Limits“

„No women

no peace“

Whereas the first module focused on DwP norms and standards and elucidating
the main theoretical concepts and principles, the second module concentrated
on the development of strategies and the practical application of various DwP
instruments in the context of conflict transformation processes. The experiences
so far with the various tools of Dealing with the Past were discussed and explai-
ned with the help of case studies. Also discussed were the basic mechanisms of
reconciliation processes, victim/perpetrator dynamics, top-down and bottom-up
approaches, as well as the role of state, international and civil society actors.

As with the first module the participants were supported throughout the week
by well known experts including Mari Fitzduff, Pablo de Greiff and Carlos Castresa-
na. As well as input from a number of guest speakers the course included so-
called „artisan workshops“, panel discussions, and extensive group sessions.
The exchanges of experience between participants and the experts on a variety
of conflict and post-conflict contexts was a success and will therefore be inclu-
ded in the framework of a Community of Practice. Given the positive outcome of
the evaluation this pilot project will be continued in 2011. 20.11.2010

Women and Men as Victims and Actors in War and Peace
October marked the 10th anniversary of UN Security Council Resolution 1325
(UNSCR 1325) on Women, Peace and Security. In an effort to shed light on the
multiple roles which men and women play in violent conflicts as well as to
celebrate the anniversary of UNSCR 1325, an event was organized by the Fe-
deral Department of Foreign Affairs, the Federal Department of Defence, Civilian
Protection and Sport and KOFF. Dubravka Zarkov explained the results of her
research into sexual violence against men and youths during the war in the
former Yugoslavia, her provocative conclusions providing much cause for thought.
She defends the view that international attention focuses excessively on gen-
der-specific violence against women and girls in a way that strengthens current
one-sided stereotypes of women as victims and men as villains. Human rights
advocate Sima Samar reported on the difficulty of implementing UNSCR 1325 in
Afghanistan, calling for dedicated commitment to women’s rights on the part of
the international community. Ambassador Heidi Tagliavini reported on her expe-
riences as a woman in a top UN leadership position, a gender still underrepre-
sented in the UN, and finally Minister of Southern Sudan Anne Itto took the floor
to present her views as an experienced politician and former combatant on the
role women can play in war and peace.

The event of 10 November also provided the framework for the launch of a new
edition of the Swiss National Action Plan for UNSCR 1325 (2010-2012), which
defines the parameters for applying the Resolution to both civil and military
peace policy. In their contributions Ambassador Rita Adam and Brigadier Erwin
Dahinden stressed the importance not only of the 1325 document itself but of
the greatest possible consistency in its implementation. The event, which was
well attended, also provided space for the „No women no peace“ exhibition of
PeaceWomen Across the Globe. 10.11.2010

Further information:

PA IV Carmela Bühler

mailto:mo.bleeker@eda.admin.ch
mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4/un_res.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4/un_res.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4/un_res.html
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/eng/projekte_ausstellung_archiv_detail.php?IDNews=214
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/eng/projekte_ausstellung_archiv_detail.php?IDNews=214
mailto:carmela.buehler@eda.admin.ch
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Conciliation Resources
 Conciliation Resources’ latest report dealing with the Lord’s Resistance Army
(LRA) conflict in East and Central Africa, „Choosing to return“, explores
the factors influencing the decision of commanders in the LRA to either conti-
nue fighting or abandon the rebellion and return home. Based on a number of
interviews, the report provides unique and valuable insight into the key moti-
vating factors of the commanders, many of whom were originally abducted as
children or young adults from their homes in Uganda, Southern Sudan, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Central African Republic.

Academy for Conflict Transformation
The Academy for Conflict Transformation of the Forum Civil Peace Service is
offering its course for qualification as a peace and conflict consultant as on-
the-job training for the first time. The first course, which begins in May 2011,
lasts for eight months and makes use of a newly developed methodological-
didactic concept, which primarily involves remote learning. The core is an
online learning platform.

International Alert
The report „Working with the grain to change the grain: Moving beyond the
Millennium Development Goals“ proposes a new model for defining and measu-
ring development progress, and makes practical recommendations about how
aid can become more effective in promoting, supporting and enabling human
progress, especially in so-called fragile states.

International Partner Organizations

News from ten

international KOFF

partner organizations.

Senior Level Peacebuilding Course 2010
The second Senior Level Peacebuilding Course was held in Geneva from 31
October to 3 November. This annual course of the Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs was directed by the Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP) and con-
ducted in collaboration with Interpeace and the United Nations Institute for Trai-
ning and Research (UNITAR). One of the primary aims of the course was to
enhance the participant’s understanding of effective peacebuilding and leader-
ship. The course brought together Seniors in „leadership“ positions actively en-
gaged in concrete peacebuilding challenges. The participants consisted of 6 Swiss
nationals and 17 international representatives from various government offices,
regional and international organizations, and other partners (NGO etc.) active in
peacebuilding. The international experts were from Somalia, Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo, Kenya, Burundi, Liberia, Guinea-Bissau, Afghanistan, Palestine,
Colombia, Canada, Belgium, Austria and the USA. 03.11.2010

Berghof Conflict

Research

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

EPLO

forumZFD

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

GTZ

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

mailto:julia.spetzler@eda.admin.ch
http://www.gcsp.ch/Conflict-and-Peacebuilding/Courses-and-Training/Specialized-Courses/2nd-Senior-Level-Peacebuilding-Course-Enhancing-Leadership-in-Peacebuilding
http://www.gcsp.ch/Conflict-and-Peacebuilding/Courses-and-Training/Specialized-Courses/2nd-Senior-Level-Peacebuilding-Course-Enhancing-Leadership-in-Peacebuilding
http://www.gcsp.ch/Conflict-and-Peacebuilding/Courses-and-Training/Specialized-Courses/2nd-Senior-Level-Peacebuilding-Course-Enhancing-Leadership-in-Peacebuilding
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/uganda/uganda-resources.php
http://www.forumzfd-akademie.de/de/node/4610
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/MDG.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo
KOFF extends an invitation to a presentation of the book „From Pacification to
Peacebuilding. A Call to Global Transformation“ with the author Diana Francis,
a conflict transformation expert and peace activist. The presentation takes
place on 6 Dec. 16.00 - 17.30h on the swisspeace premises in Bern and will
be followed by an aperitif. Information and registration. 

The „16 days against violence against women“ campaign of the feminist
peace organization cfd is scheduled to take place 25 Nov. - 10 Dec. The variety
of events organized jointly with more than 60 other organizations will attempt
to raise public awareness on the theme of weapons and violence that target
women. The campaign will be launched by Erika Forster-Vannini, Speaker of
the Council of States, and Pascale Bruderer Wyss, Speaker of the National
Council. Additional information.

Sino-Swiss Workshop on the Protection of Fundamental Rights is organized
jointly by the Institute of Federalism (IFF) of the University of Fribourg and the
Law School of China University of Political Science and Law. It takes places
from 13 - 14 December in Fribourg, Switzerland and is open to the public. Con-
tact. Furthermore, the IFF calls for applications for the two-week Practitioners
Course on „Decentralization and Local Governance“, 28 March - 08 April 2011
in Fribourg. Deadline for applications is 31 Jan. 2011.

A new Master of Advanced Studies in Peace and Conflict Transformation se-
ries – offered by the Advanced Study Centre of the University of Basel in
collaboration with the World Peace Academy – takes place 28 Feb. - 25
Nov. 2011.

The Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) in cooperation with the
Mediation Support Project     (swisspeace and the Center for Security Studies of
the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich) will be offering a two-week
Peace Mediation Course from 15 - 27 May 2011. The course is designed for
diplomats, mediators and peacebuilding experts and covers essential charac-
teristics, concepts and behavioral aspects necessary for effective mediation in
peace processes. Renowned experts will provide an interactive, comprehensi-
ve and critical approach to mediation. Applications by 10 Jan. 2011. Contact.

Peace Watch Switzerland and Peace Brigades International Switzerland will be
holding information sessions     for anyone interested in volunteering as a human
rights observer, in Bern on 29 Jan. and in Zurich on 5 Feb 2011.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace-

building.

Events

EPLO
EPLO announces meetings of the new Civil Society Dialogue Network. One
of them, „Financial Instruments Meeting: Instrument for Stability“, will be
held on 17 December in Brussels.

mailto:celine.morgan@swisspeace.ch
http://www.cfd-ch.org/16tage/index.php
mailto:amanda.weibel@cfd-ch.org
http://www.federalism.ch/files/categories/IRCC/Sino-Swiss%20Workshop%20on%20the%20protection%20of%20fundamental%20rights.pdf
mailto:federalism@unifr.ch
mailto:federalism@unifr.ch
http://www.federalism.ch
http://www.federalism.ch
http://www.world-peace-academy.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/fr
http://www.peacemediation.ch
http://www.peacemediation.ch/pmc
mailto:murezi.michael@eda.admin.ch
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/de/aktuell/events/info-nachmittag/
http://www.eplo.org/civil-society-dialogue-network.html
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Money Makers as Peace

Makers? Business Actors

in Mediation Processes.

swisspeace

Working Paper 2/2010

Andrea Iff, Damiano

Sguaitamatti, Rina M.

Alluri, Daniela Kohler.

swisspeace Working Paper:
Business Actors in Mediation Processes
Since the end of cold war, mediation processes have become more and more
complex. Today, peace mediation includes a variety of actors, ranging from sta-
tes, international organizations and NGOs to the private sector. Despite a gro-
wing number of practical examples for business engagement in conflict transfor-
mation, there are only a few insights into the contributions of business actors to
mediation processes. Thus, the aim of this working paper is to shed light on this
less researched and discussed issue by assessing: (1) the types of business
actors that are involved in mediation processes; (2) the different roles that busi-
ness actors can play in peace mediation; (3) how and when they can best be
involved in the mediation process; and, (4) the specific circumstances and con-
text factors that influence their involvement. The results show that private busi-
ness actors have an important role to play in Track 1 mediation processes, by
providing resources, expertise, networks, and by lobbying for peace. While this
research focused on track 1 and 1.5 mediation processes, the study finds that
(local) business actors have the potential to play a relevant and active role in
lower tracks as mediators and facilitators. 30.11.2010
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Local Justice in

Southern Sudan Report

Launch Event in

Washington: „Local

Justice in Southern

Sudan: Findings and

Implications for

Southern Sudan’s Justice

Sector“

Local Justice in Southern Sudan
A report on „Local Justice in Southern Sudan“ has been prepared by Martina
Santschi, PhD student within swisspeace’s Statehood & Conflict Program, Cherry
Leonardi, Leben Moro and Deborah Isser.

This report analyzes the current justice system in Southern Sudan, focusing on
the relationship between customary chiefs’ courts and government courts and
the ways that litigants navigate both types of courts in practice. Based on exten-
sive interviews with litigants, chiefs, and court officials, the report argues that
the line between chiefs’ and government courts is blurred and that litigants prize
the system’s hybridity and flexibility, as they often seek restorative and consen-
sual dispute resolution over retribution.

The report’s analysis suggests that current justice reform efforts, aiming at stric-
ter jurisdictional limitations and the ascertainment of customary law, may reduce
litigants’ abilities to achieve the justice they want, undermine fairness, and exa-
cerbate local conflict. Interventions should keep the current system’s flexibility
intact and focus on long-term education and information efforts. Where such
knowledge resources are available, there is evidence that individual litigants
deploy them in their disputes and cases, contributing to the gradual processes of
change that the flexibility of local justice engenders.

The authors launched their report in Juba, the capital of Southern Sudan, and in
Washington. It has also been presented in the three regions from which the case
studies were taken, namely Aweil East, Wau and Kajokeji. 22.11.2010

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Working_Paper/WP2_2010.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Working_Paper/WP2_2010.pdf
http://www.riftvalley.net/resources/file/PW66%20-%20Local%20Justice%20in%20Southern%20Sudan.pdf
http://www.riftvalley.net/resources/file/PW66%20-%20Local%20Justice%20in%20Southern%20Sudan.pdf
http://www.usip.org/events/local-justice-in-southern-sudan
http://www.usip.org/events/local-justice-in-southern-sudan
http://www.usip.org/events/local-justice-in-southern-sudan
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Strategies to prevent

and manage electoral

violence,  Accord (2010)

Violence in Electoral Processes: Practical Guidelines
Local and international actors do their best to promote free and fair elections
through electoral assistance, peacekeeping measures, monitoring missions and
voter education. Yet in a conflict context the holding of an election can exacerba-
te a conflict rather than easing tensions, leading in the long term to negative
consequences for social cohesion and the process of democratization.

In an Accord Policy & Practice Brief entitled „Strategies to prevent and manage
electoral violence“ the authors make five recommendations in areas where they
say academic debate has so far been able to shed little light. The recommenda-
tions are as follows: victims need to be better taken into account and cared for;
monitoring and education need to be on a long term basis; conflict mitigation
measures should be part of the overall electoral process; there should be better
balance between confidence building and deterrence; and finally greater coordi-
nation is needed between the many actors, to avoid overlaps and identify policy
gaps. 05.11.2010
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The Electoral

Knowledge Network

Web Tip
The Electoral Knowledge Network
„All you need to know about elections“ is the way the Electoral Knowledge
Network (ACE) introduces itself on the ACE website. Indeed the ACE Encyclopa-
edia of Elections covers a wide range of topics including Election Support and
Advice, Elections and Conflict, and Voter Education. As well as introductory texts
and references the user will find Comparative Data on countries and very conc-
rete guidelines regarding electoral practices. Statistics, country-specific resour-
ces and up-to-date news on elections from all over the world are presented in
user-friendly fashion.

For persons involved in the preparation and conduct of elections which they
want to be seen as transparent and credible the network also offers practical
advice on how to proceed as well as the support of experts and access to other
organizations that will be able to assist. Specialists and researchers, as well as
anyone interested in elections in a specific country will find just about everything
they ever wanted to know about this aspect of the democratic process. 04.11.2010

http://www.accord.org.za/downloads/brief/policy_practice1.pdf
http://www.accord.org.za/downloads/brief/policy_practice1.pdf
http://www.accord.org.za/downloads/brief/policy_practice1.pdf
http://aceproject.org/
http://aceproject.org/
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