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Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx

New swisspeace

Website

Countries: Nepal

Swiss Academy

for Development

Dalit Welfare

Organisation

swisspeace Launches New Website
swisspeace has launched a new website, with a design that is particularly easy
on the eye. Readers will find all the latest information on peace research, peace-
building and peace policy. You can find out more in the Web Tip of this Newslet-
ter, or see for yourself with a simple click! 15.01.2011

Nepal Roundtable „Learning through Play“
The school system of Nepal is very hierarchical and strict. Children from disad-
vantaged social strata, notably the Dalits, have poor access to education, and
due to the weak position of their families must often help in the home. Only a
modest number complete obligatory schooling and consequently their integrati-
on in Nepali society is unsatisfactory.

At the 6th Nepal Roundtable Shankar Sunar of the Dalit Welfare Organisation and
Valeria Kunz of the Swiss Academy for Development presented their „Move 4
New Horizon“ project. This offers alternatives to the Nepali school system enab-
ling disadvantaged children to have better access to education. Thanks to struc-
tures more open to cooperation and the building of self-esteem, children from
educationally disadvantaged families can be motivated to remain in school. The
project also involves the parents so that they will be able to understand the
advantages of an education for their children and forego their help in the home.

Although the importance of integrating disadvantaged groups was acknowledged
in the discussion, it was at the same time pointed out that such projects should
not attempt to create a parallel system and that eventually the program should
be transferred to the regular school system of Nepal. While an improvement in
the situation of the Dalits is to be welcomed, it is likely to lead to an upheaval in
Nepali society with its caste values. What is needed is long term commitment
and patience, both by Nepali society and on the part of external organizations.

26.01.2011
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swisspeace

Consultancies

swisspeace Trainings

Further information:

KOFF Roland Dittli

A Wide Range of Training Activities
KOFF organized and conducted an internal workshop at the beginning of Decem-
ber at which the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) evaluated
Switzerland’s contribution to peacebuilding in Burundi. A training and strategy
development seminar was held in mid-December near Geneva for two peace
organizations from Armenia and Azerbaijan. And on 18-19 January swisspeace
conducted a strategy development workshop in Beirut to fine-tune the strategic
orientation of the Forum Civil Peace Service (CPS) program in Lebanon for CPS
and the German International Cooperation (GIZ) and make use of synergies
between these two organizations. 27.01.2011

mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/
http://www.swisspeace.org/
www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/countries/nepal.html
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.dwo.org.np/
http://www.dwo.org.np/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/activities/consultancies.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/activities/consultancies.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/activities/trainings.html
mailto:roland.dittli@swisspeace.ch
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Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx

Development Cooperation in the Honduran Conflict
On 28 June 2009 a coup d’état took place in Honduras. The military deposed the
democratically elected President, the rule of law more or less ceased to exist
and there were numerous human rights violations including forcibly disappeared
persons, murders and torture, which have remained unpunished. Despite all this,
little attention is paid to the conflict in Switzerland today.

Swiss relief organizations including Swiss Interchurch Aid (HEKS), Helvetas, the
Pestalozzi Children’s Foundation and the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) are in the process of developing conflict-sensitive programs
to help cope with this difficult situation. Security considerations, geographical
orientation, the choice of partners and adaptation of topics as well as relations
with the organs of the state and coordination with like minded agencies are thus
important and unavoidable operative challenges. KOFF organized a working
meeting for interested parties on this topic. The participants also noted the im-
portance of solid conflict analysis and commitment to human rights when it
comes to making a contribution to a lasting peace as well as democracy, in
which it is especially important for the minorities to have a say. 12.02.2011
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swisspeace: Statehood

& Conflict

Further information:

swisspeace Didier Péclard

Meeting of Experts on Statehood in Fragile Contexts
The Statehood & Conflict program of swisspeace organized a meeting of experts
on the subject „Governing the State in Fragile Contexts: Lessons learned from
research and practice in a contended field.“ The purpose of the meeting was to
enable an exchange of views between practitioners and researchers with an
interest in states in the context of institutional and political instability. Represen-
tatives of two divisions of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) – the
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and Political Affairs Divi-
sion IV (PA IV) – as well as Intercooperation, Interpeace and swisspeace ex-
changed views on two main topics. In the first part of the meeting on „Peace-
building through State Building?“ the discussion focused on the potential, limits
and dangers of intervention in the name of peacebuilding through state building.
The second half considered the relations of traditional authorities with official
state institutions and the population. Above all this concerned the role of traditi-
onal authorities as potential peacemakers and in the process of decentralization.
It was clear from the discussion that there is a great deal of interest in this topic,
particularly at present. 20.01.2011

mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/statehood-conflict.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/statehood-conflict.html
mailto:didier.peclard@swisspeace.ch
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Further information:

KOFF Marcel von  Arx

PBI Switzerland

swisspeace:

Dealing with the Past

Website

A Holistic Dealing with the Past World Tour
The accompaniment of human rights defenders by Peace Brigades International
(PBI) is crucial for processing the massive human rights violations perpetrated
during a war or under a dictatorship. As was made clear in the course of a KOFF
workshop with examples from the daily work of PBI, the holistic approach to
Dealing with the Past rests on four main pillars: knowledge, justice, reparation
and non-recurrence. For example, protective accompaniment makes it possible
for an indigenous Maya in Guatemala to inquire at a police station about the
whereabouts of her husband from whom nothing has been heard since his ar-
rest. A ‚tharu from the countryside has the courage to testify before the court
about the violent disappearance of neighbors and the role played by the army.

Colombian communities can mount a peaceful resistance against forcible expul-
sion organized by the authorities in collusion with a multinational company.

The Swiss diplomats and the Swiss people have an idea of the human rights
situation in many countries, particularly in so far as the risks faced by journalists,
trade unionists and human rights defenders are concerned. 18.01.2011

mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/dealing-with-the-past.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/dealing-with-the-past.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/dealing-with-the-past.html
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Action Churches

Together Alliance

UN Declaration on

Human Rights Defen-

ders

Istanbul Development

Effectiveness Principles

Open Forum for CSO

Development Effective-

ness

Focus
Rights and Risks: Changing Political Space of
Non-Governmental and Civil Society Organizations
The so-called decade of civil society organizations which began in the
1990s resulted in greater political participation and influence for non-
governmental and civil society organizations. Today the trend seems to
be in the opposite direction. What are the mechanisms that once again
are restricting the scope for the activities of these actors? And how can
they be better protected?

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have been operating worldwide with
an increasingly systematic rights-based approach known as the Human Rights
Based Approach (HRBA). As well as providing direct support to disadvantaged
groups the NGOs have also defended their rights and in this way have influenced
the existing power structures. In the course of the past decade this enabled
NGOs and other Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) to gain more political space
for participation.

Trend in the opposite direction

In the meantime, however, many members of the „Rights and Development“
working group of Action Churches Together (ACT) have become aware of gro-
wing efforts to restrict their operations. They regret that the political climate for
the implementation of a rights-based approach has deteriorated considerably.
Projects are now subject to criminalization or systematic stigmatization. The situ-
ation is serious enough to result in threats, injuries and even assassination of the
staff of these organizations.

In a reaction to this situation the ACT working group began to investigate and
reflect on the perceived changes with the help of detailed studies and the gathe-
ring of data, in an effort to find out how to protect the scope for their activities
(see box). Contrary to the initial assumption, this phenomenon cannot be blamed
purely and simply on anti-terrorism with its focus on security policy. Thorough
investigation in 14 countries has tended to invalidate this easy assumption. The
results do not point to any clear conclusion however. Indeed the different socio-
political circumstances in these 14 African, Asian and Latin American countries
make it difficult to identify any uniform mechanisms. There is, however, a clear
trend towards the reduction of political space for NGO and CSO participation.

Stigma, law enforcement and impunity

There are now clear signs of a U-turn in a number of the countries in which CSOs
enjoyed a growing influence. Organizations which for years had been successful
in defending the rights of disadvantaged segments of the population are again
being prohibited or forced to flee.

The first and simplest way to obstruct NGOs in their work is to publically question
their raison d’être and credibility. NGOs are thus discredited as puppets of the
West and betrayers of tradition, religion or national identity. Not infrequently
these attacks escalate into the dissemination of targeted misinformation and
defamation of the organizations concerned.

http://www.actalliance.org/
http://www.actalliance.org/
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/defenders/declaration.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/defenders/declaration.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/defenders/declaration.htm
http://www.cso-effectiveness.org/IMG/pdf/final_istanbul_cso_development_effectiveness_principles_footnote_december_2010-2.pdf
http://www.cso-effectiveness.org/IMG/pdf/final_istanbul_cso_development_effectiveness_principles_footnote_december_2010-2.pdf
http://www.cso-effectiveness.org/?lang=en
http://www.cso-effectiveness.org/?lang=en
http://www.cso-effectiveness.org/?lang=en
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In some of the countries studied, good cooperation between the state and civil
society has produced directives and laws intended to ensure the right to partici-
pate of NGOs and CSOs. In many cases, however, these law are not enforced. In
Latin America for example, despite constitutional and other legal protections,
landless people’s movements are accused of conspiracy and prosecuted, with
their leaders indicted for acting illegally. The juridical system of the state is com-
promised by exploiting legal loopholes, usually in defense of political and finan-
cial interests.

Countries that adopt laws restricting the activities of NGOs constitute another
category. As a way of ensuring sensible management of resources, fair distribu-
tion and knowledge exchange this might be seen as a positive approach, if
conceived in the framework of a transparent and participative process. In reality,
however, this is hardly the case. The scope of such regulations is great, ranging
from coordinated control of NGO/CSO activities to administrative hurdles, restric-
tive laws and the intimidation or criminalization of civil society actors. Last but
not least, in countries where there are no restrictions by the state on civil society
activities, crimes against civil society and NGO actors are systematically ignored.

Basis in international law

Even though nearly all UN documents since the 1990s have called for strengthe-
ning cooperation between the state and civil society to date there has been no
international agreement expressly guaranteeing and protecting the activities of
CSOs and NGOs.

The right to freedom of assembly and freedom of speech are enshrined in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The UN Declaration on Human Rights
Defenders places an obligation on signatory states to prosecute and punish inti-
midation of and violence against human rights defenders. Last September the
UN Human Rights Council adopted a resolution to establish a Special Procedure’s
mandate on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association,
which would be particularly useful to NGO and CSO representatives.

Opportunities through transparency and networking

Time and again CSOs and NGOs have managed to give transparency to grievan-
ces/injustices through advocacy at the national and international level. They act
as „watchdogs“ and feed facts to various UN bodies, for example by means of
parallel and shadow reports. It is precisely in times of shrinking political space,
and increasing reprisals, that the lessons learned by CSOs and NGOs and the
HRBA need to be implemented systematically.

To forestall false accusation and harassment NGOs and CSOs should pay meti-
culous attention to their accountability and ensure that their work is transparent
as possible to the decision makers and the general public. The „Istanbul Deve-
lopment Effectiveness Principles“, adopted in September 2010 by the represen-
tatives of around 2,000 organizations in the framework of the Open Forum, are
an important step in this direction. There are eight principles, designed to impro-
ve the effectiveness of NGO efforts, creating a framework for definition and self
commitment. Building on this it should be possible to better institutionalize and
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Further information:

HEKS Una Hombrecher

Interpeace

„Cyprus 2015“

Summary of the

results of the 2nd poll

Full survey results

of the 2nd poll

Full findings of

the first poll

Interpeace Annual

Report 2009-2010

News from Swiss NGOs

defend the political space necessary for the participation of CSOs and NGOs,
through the OECD „Aid Effectiveness Process“ 2011 in South Korea.

Furthermore the study, complete with all the data, will be published in the con-
text of this year’s Human Rights Council in Geneva, to create more widespread
awareness of this growing problem. A strategy workshop on the agenda will
seek ways of ensuring better protection for civil society actors in their efforts on
behalf of peace and justice. 10.01.2011

The study „Changing Political Space of Civil Society Organisations“ with de-
tailed information from 14 countries is due to be published at the beginning of
March 2011, on the occasion of a meeting of the Human Rights Council. Ad-
vance copies can be ordered from Una Hombrecher of Swiss Interchurch Aid
(HEKS) and the Action Churches Together Alliance working group.

Interpeace Presents Latest Poll Results from Cyprus
The current round of negotiations to reach a comprehensive settlement of the
Cyprus problem has reached a critical phase. A Federation remains the only con-
sensual, negotiable settlement model. Yet, the ongoing peace process takes place
in an environment of ongoing lack of trust between Turkish-Cypriots and Greek-
Cypriots and ongoing alienation of the public opinion from the peace process.

The „Cyprus 2015“ initiative – implemented by the Joint Programme Unit for
United Nations / Interpeace Initiatives (JPU) – was conceived in light of the need
to provide a forum through which research and dialogue contribute to a sustai-
nable future.  The results from 1’600 recently conducted face-to-face interviews
show that Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots have a high desire for a settlement
(68% GC, 65% TC) and are prepared to accept federation as a compromise sett-
lement (79% GC, 76% TC). The existing Cypriot-owned process attracts signifi-
cant support from both communities (83% GC, 60% TC), while a mechanism of
public information on the peace process is also highly desired (88% GC, 77% TC).
However, challenges remain in terms of high lack of trust towards the other side
(84% GC, 70% TC) and concern about dominance by the other side (87% GC,
59% TC). The findings of this public opinion poll contribute towards the develop-
ment of a road map for the constructive engagement and participation of the
wider public in the peace process, in a way that will enhance the sense of soci-
etal ownership – and by extension the long term viability – of any future political
settlement. This poll is the second out of three polls that „Cyprus 2015“ is con-
ducting. The first one (Dec. 2009) received very positive feedback from many
local and international stakeholders, including Alexander Downer, the Special
Advisor to the UN Secretary-General and Androulla Kaminara, the Head of the
Representation of the European Commission in Cyprus.

„Cyprus 2015“ is supported by the UNDP Action for Cooperation and Trust (ACT)
program in Cyprus and the European Commission Representation in Cyprus.

12.01.2011

Further information:

Interpeace

Lisa Ross-Magenty

mailto:hombrecher@heks.ch
http://www.interpeace.org
http://www.cyprus2015.org/index.php?lang=en
http://www.interpeace.org/index.php/Latest/Poll-findings-Cyprus.html
http://www.interpeace.org/index.php/Latest/Poll-findings-Cyprus.html
http://www.interpeace.org/index.php/Latest/Latest-poll-results-from-Cyprus-Cypriots-have-strong-desire-for-a-solution.html
http://www.interpeace.org/index.php/Latest/Latest-poll-results-from-Cyprus-Cypriots-have-strong-desire-for-a-solution.html
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/cyprus_2015_poll_presentation_en_final.pdf
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/cyprus_2015_poll_presentation_en_final.pdf
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/interpeace_ar_lr_spread_metatag_very_low_res.pdf
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/interpeace_ar_lr_spread_metatag_very_low_res.pdf
mailto:hombrecher@heks.ch
mailto:ross-magenty@interpeace.org
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Elisabethenwerk/Swiss

Catholic Women’s

Federation

Palmyrah

Further information:

Elisabethenwerk

Damaris Lüthi

Palmyrah Nathalie Peyer 

Training of Tamil Trauma Therapists
In the final phase of the civil war in Sri, Lanka Tamil civil society was badly
affected by the battles between the Tamil rebels and the Sri Lankan army. In the
months following the end of the war, family reunification and returning the child-
ren to school were more important for most people than dealing with the past.
Now however dealing with the trauma has become more urgent, being a prere-
quisite for a return to stability in the life of Tamil society.

The Elisabethenwerk together with the Palmyrah ecumenical partnership has
supported the training of therapists in an effort to provide psychosocial support
for victims of war since the beginning of 2010. Thaya Thiagarajah, a trauma
specialist, has developed a one-year training course with a six-month on-the-job
theoretical training, followed by another six months of practical work. Whereas
physical injuries are plain to see, Thiagarajah notes with concern that mental
trauma is less easily recognized despite the considerable damage it may entail.
People react differently to traumatic experiences she notes – nightmares, head-
aches, social withdrawal, depression, suicidal tendencies, apathy. And to date
there have been hardly any Tamil-speaking therapists available. The new course
therefore addresses a real need.

At the end of March 2010 there were 23 women and men in the course. They
were taught how to deal with stress, depression, post traumatic stress disorder,
the war wounded as well as traumatized students suffering various abnormali-
ties. After internships in hospitals their training will end in the spring of 2011 with
a final examination. Once qualified in this way these professionals will take up
positions in refugee camps, clinics and work with returnees. 19.01.2011
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„16 Days of Activism

against Gender Violence“

YouTube

Facebook

twitter

„16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence“ Campaign
Some 3,400 organizations worldwide, including more than 50 in German-spea-
king Switzerland and Liechtenstein, participated in the international „16 Days of
Activism against Gender Violence“ campaign from 25 November to 10 Decem-
ber 2010.

Pascale Bruderer, President of the National Council, and Erika Forster-Vannini,
President of the Council of States opened the Swiss campaign by stressing the
importance of the issue. The latter drew attention to Switzerland’s responsibility
for the implementation of international agreements designed to improve the
position of women. She emphasized the importance of speaking more explicitly
about the rights of women in the context of human rights dialogue with other
countries. Cécile Bühlmann of the feminist peace organization cfd which prepa-
red the campaign in Switzerland called attention to the threat which women in
Swiss homes face due to the presence of weapons and spoke of the importance
of the people’s initiative to prevent conscripts from keeping army service rifles in
the home („Für den Schutz vor Waffengewalt“) on which the Swiss are due to

http://www.elisabethenwerk.ch
http://www.elisabethenwerk.ch
http://www.elisabethenwerk.ch
www.refbejuso.ch/inhalte/oekumene-mission-entwicklung/sri-lanka.html
mailto:ew@frauenbund.ch
mailto:nathalie.peyer@gmx.ch
http://www.16tage.ch
http://www.16tage.ch
http://www.youtube.com/user/pippi16days
http://www.facebook.com/pages/16-Tage-Gegen-Gewalt-an-Frauen/110207572336276
http://twitter.com/16Tage
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IFF

Sino Swiss Workshop

on the Protection of

Fundamental Rights

vote on February 13. Sandra Fausch, one of the two leaders of the Lucerne
educational centre on household violence highlighted the long term consequences
of violence in teenage relationships. Little consideration is given to gender-spe-
cific violence between young people, even though it is just as frequent as vio-
lence in the home and promotes tolerance of violence in adulthood.

More that 50 events, Radioballette and street activities with the motto „If it is
disturbing here, it is equally disturbing in the home“ and stickers on furniture
showing a gun saying „Not allowed“ took place in Swiss public places.

Taking advantage of the internet, the campaign made a special effort to awaken
the interest of young people. As well as petitions and videos on YouTube, efforts
to raise awareness included Twitter reports, a quiz and Facebook-based activi-
ties. In the future, a more visible participation of men is desired. 18.01.2011

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

cfd Amanda Weibel

Sino Swiss Workshop on the
Protection of Fundamental Rights
On 13 and 14 December 2010, the Sino Swiss Workshop on the Protection of
Fundamental Rights, jointly organized by the Law School of China University of
Political Science and Law, Beijing and the Institute of Federalism (IFF) was held in
Fribourg, Switzerland. Part of a long-standing cooperation between the two aca-
demic institutions, the Workshop brought together Swiss and Chinese scholars
to examine the protection of fundamental rights in Switzerland and in China.
Different aspects of the protection of fundamental rights grouped in four sessi-
ons were addressed during talks and discussions: Conceptual foundations of
fundamental rights and their status and importance in modern society, protection
of rights of children and juveniles, mechanisms for fundamental rights protection
and protection of rights of migrant workers and immigrants. One of the para-
mount findings of the Workshop is the difference between the two legal systems
regarding the position of individuals in the constitutional setting which is much
weaker in China than in Switzerland. While provisions of constitutional law in
China first have to be translated into specific statues or laws in order to be
directly applicable, most fundamental rights laid down in the Swiss Federal Con-
stitution can be invoked directly by individuals in Switzerland. The contributions
as well as the final report on the Workshop are available on the IFF’s website.
The Workshop was financed by the Swiss Agency for Development and Coope-
ration (SDC). 17.01.2011

Further information:

IFF     Franziska Sigrist 

http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=950&lang=1
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=949&lang=1
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=949&lang=1
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=949&lang=1
mailto:amanda.weibel@cfd-ch.org
mailto:franziska.sigrist@unifr.ch
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SDC: Conflict preventi-

on and transformation

Anniversary Event of

UN Resolution 1325 on

„Women, Peace and

Security“

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Introducing the Conflict and
Human Rights Network of the SDC
Since the reorganization of 2008, the Swiss Agency for Development and Coope-
ration (SDC) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) has organized its
fields of activity into networks that include both staff of the Coordination Offices
and the Head Office. The duties of these networks include quality assurance, the
organization of learning processes, knowledge management and further develo-
ping and defending these activities internally and externally.

The „Conflict and Human Rights“ network was launched in July 2010. Internal
policy debates revealed that the SDC will be more active in situations of conflict
and fragility in future. The aim is to guarantee such services as infrastructure and
education for vulnerable groups even in difficult conditions, to adopt a conflict
preventive approach and to contribute to the development of peace and to sus-
tainable nation-building. The methods „Do no Harm“ and Conflict-Sensitive Pro-
gram Management are of crucial importance from both the strategic and opera-
tive points of view. Specific areas that need developing are armed violence and
development, internally displaced persons, the psychosocial approach, conflicts
over land, as well as security and development, through security sector reform
for example.

The human rights dimension must be ever present, playing a vital role in all SDC
programs, both in its own right and in the context of a Human Rights Based
Approach. A basis in law is fundamental for international cooperation, particular-
ly in fragile contexts, and is therefore a key concern in the SDC’s priority coun-
tries. The protection of civilians is also of growing importance.

Strategic consulting has been organized in the framework of the networks, for
example in Kyrgyzstan, as well as events for the UN resolution on „Women,
Peace and Security“ and on the work of human rights lawyers in conflict zones.

24.01.2011

Priorities for 2011

The network plans to extend its sphere of activities in 2011:

Local and regional exchanges of experience and advanced training in a con-
flict-sensitive and human rights based approach should help to improve quali-
ty assurance. A worldwide SDC „Face to Face“ meeting is due to take place in
Jordan in June. A virtual network, consisting of a web platform with discus-
sion groups, will be developed in parallel, for the purpose of improving coope-
ration between conflict and human rights experts in SDC Coordination Offices
as well as the Head Office.

The network also plays a role in regular exchanges with the FDFA’s Political
Affairs Division IV (PA IV) „Human Security“, with NGO professionals as well
as strategic partnerships with international and Swiss NGOs in the human
rights and peace work fields, and also in areas of cooperation with the UN, the
World Bank and the OECD-DAC International Network on Conflict and Fragility
(INCAF) in relation to conflict and human rights.

Further information:

SDC Markus Heiniger

Consultant, Conflict and

Human Rights

http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Themen/Konfliktpraevention_und_Transformation
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Themen/Konfliktpraevention_und_Transformation
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=1613&keywords=1325&booltype=AND&section=4&id=502
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=1613&keywords=1325&booltype=AND&section=4&id=502
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=1613&keywords=1325&booltype=AND&section=4&id=502
mailto:markus.heiniger@deza.admin.ch
mailto:markus.heiniger@deza.admin.ch
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FDFA Sudan

swisspeace Sudan

Platform

Switzerland’s Contribution to Peacebuilding
in Sudan and to the Post-Referendum Process
The North’s National Congress Party (NCP) and the South’s Sudan People’s Libera-
tion Movement/Army (SPLM/A) signed a Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA)
on 9 January 2005, ending a civil war which had lasted 22 years. A Swiss mediator
played a valuable role in this context. One provision of the CPA stipulates that the
South can vote on 9 January 2011 in a referendum on possible separation from the
North. The official results of the referendum are expected to be made available in
mid-February 2011.

At the beginning of November 2010 both South and North Sudan asked Switzer-
land to provide technical and comparative expertise to support the on-going post-
referendum negotiations in the areas of assets and liabilities, banking and curren-
cy. The two parties to the negotiations in Juba and Khartoum were given the
support requested at the beginning of November. Furthermore the Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) organized a technical follow-up workshop in Bern
on 28-29 November, attended by negotiators from both sides. The five topics dealt
with were: currency and central bank policy, debt sharing and debt relief, sharing
the assets of the state, trade policy and cooperation, and the sharing of state
archives. As well as external experts there were specialists on hand from the
Swiss National Bank, Swiss Federal Archives and the Federal Administration. Shortly
thereafter a third request was made to Switzerland for additional expertise on
debt sharing and debt relief, and in the event that the North and South are to
separate, on the creation of a new central bank and the introduction of a new
currency in South Sudan. Support was provided to both parties to the negotiations.

At the request of both parties to the negotiations Switzerland will provide expert
advice again this year in the framework of the on-going post-referendum negotia-
tions. 24.01.2011

Further information:

FDFA Frank Schürch

3C Approach and the Role of Civil Society
Stabilization, recovery and development efforts in fragile and war-affected coun-
tries require a sound analysis and activities which are fostering local ownership
and empowerment. All actors, bi- and multilateral donors, governmental actors –
including military – and local civil society groups are asked to join up efforts in
order to support the building of sustainable peace, security and development.

A joint event by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (Political Affairs Division
IV, PA IV, and Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, SDC), the Federal
Department of Defence, Civil Protection and Sport, DDPS, and KOFF brought toge-
ther governmental and civil society actors. Main goal was to share strategies and
challenges for coherent, coordinated and complementary (3C) actions in fragile
situations, to bring the 3C dialogue to Switzerland and to share lessons learnt with
the representatives of the Austrian Foreign Ministry, members of the Austrian civil
society who are the founders of the 3C Vienna Appeal and a member of the Af-
ghan Civil Society Forum (ACSF).
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Follow up 3C

Conference 2009

Vienna 3C Appeal

Afghan Civil Society

Forum (ACSF)

OECD

Austrian Development

Cooperation

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/recent/media/single.html?id=37131
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/countries/sudan.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/countries/sudan.html
mailto:frank.schuerch@eda.admin.ch
http://www.3c-conference2009.ch/en/Home/Conference_Outcomes/3C_Follow_Up
http://www.3c-conference2009.ch/en/Home/Conference_Outcomes/3C_Follow_Up
http://www.entwicklung.at/uploads/media/Wiener_3C_Appell_01.pdf
http://www.acsf.af/English/left_main.html
http://www.acsf.af/English/left_main.html
http://www.oecd.org
http://www.entwicklung.at
http://www.entwicklung.at
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Further information:

SDC Cristina Hoyos

KOFF Ursula Keller

It was outlined that the added value of 3C is to bring together not only govern-
mental and civil society actors working in the development field, but also milita-
ry and other security stakeholders. As Christoph Graf, South Asia Division of SDC
put it, the 3C approach opened minds. It is a renewal of the commitment of
international donors to fragile states in times of financial crisis. Aziz Rafiee (ACSF)
identified different agendas and interests of development partners as well as
interest-based conflict analysis as the major obstacles to effective and responsi-
ve support in Afghanistan.

Claude Wild (PA IV) and Urs Gerber (DDPS), pointed out that Switzerland is alrea-
dy working in spirit of 3C, for instance in the context of South Sudan where
peace diplomacy, defense and development (3D) are working together. Bruno
Stöckli from the NGO consortium Alliance Sud emphasized that the framework
of 3C is indeed very good since policy coherence, which is at the core of 3C, is a
long-term demand of civil society, however, the implementation poses a huge
challenge. As a follow up of the event, the organizers supported the idea of
creating a 3C platform to continue with the concrete implementation of the 3C
approach and the dialogue on working in fragile situations in order to strengthen
Swiss interventions. 21.01.2011

Institute for

Development and

Peace (INEF)

mailto:cristina.hoyos@deza.admin.ch
mailto:ursula.keller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.inef.uni-due.de
http://www.inef.uni-due.de
http://www.inef.uni-due.de
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Conciliation Resources
„Paix sans frontières: building peace across borders“ titles the latest Accord.
It explores how to build peace when conflicts cross borders and details initia-
tives from Kashmir, the Middle East and the Mano River, among others. It
looks at how peacebuilding strategies and capacity can ‘think outside the
state’: beyond it, through regional engagement, and below it, through cross-
border community or trade networks.

International Alert
The study „Land, Power and Identity“ identifies disputed control over land as
a root cause of conflict in the Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
Waves of population displacement have created overlapping claims to land,
and an ongoing process of refugee return is currently increasing tensions over
these claims in parts of Eastern DRC. The report examines efforts to manage
this return process and offers recommendations for action by local and inter-
national actors.

GIZ
 The German International Cooperation (GIZ) was formed in January of this
year and brings together the long-standing expertise of the German Develop-
ment Service (DED), the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) and Inwent.

EPLO
 The European Union (EU) is increasingly challenged to take firmer steps against
the trade in ‘conflict resources’; commonly understood as natural resources
which help armed groups finance their struggle. The latest EPLO     Newsletter
features a focus article on the challenges and opportunities of meaningful EU
intervention with regard to the conflict mineral trade from the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) and Zimbabwe.

International Partner Organizations

News from ten

international KOFF

partner organizations.

Berghof Conflict

Research

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

EPLO

forumZFD

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

GIZ

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung
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Peace Brigades International Switzerland is offering training in preparation for
deployment to Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico, Indonesia and Nepal, 11-13
March in Solothurn. There are still vacancies.

One man’s treasure is another man’s suffering: With this motto the Swiss
Catholic Lenten Fund and Bread for all launched their ecumenical campaign
2011     on the theme of mineral resources and human rights. 10.00-16.00 hours
at the Matthäuskirche, Lucerne.

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace-

building.

Events

http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/cross-border-project/index.php
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/0112landpower.pdf
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.eplo.org/assets/files/3.%20Resources/CPNL/EPLO_Conflict_Prevention_Newsletter_5-6.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/de/aktuell/events/training-schweiz/
http://www.romerohaus.ch/veranstaltungen-romerohaus.html?tx_bmievents_pi1[showUid]=214588&tx_bmievents_pi1[startPage]=679&cHash=2cfae762f3
http://www.romerohaus.ch/veranstaltungen-romerohaus.html?tx_bmievents_pi1[showUid]=214588&tx_bmievents_pi1[startPage]=679&cHash=2cfae762f3
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Publications

Politorbis:

Dealing with the Past

Politorbis 50 – Dealing with the Past
Massive human rights violations, crimes against humanity, massacres and in
some cases genocide are committed in conflict situations. Dealing with the Past
and the fight against impunity contribute to peace promotion and restoration of
the rule of law. Switzerland believes that Dealing with the Past is an essential
instrument for the promotion of human security and lasting peace. This issue of
Politorbis illustrates the Swiss conceptual approach in this domain. Experts such
as swisspeace collaborator Jonathan Sisson present their analysis of different
aspects of this inter-disciplinary topic in post-conflict situations. 30.12.2010

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Institute of Federalism (IFF) is organizing a two-week course for practitio-
ners on „Decentralization and Local Governance“, from 28 March to 8 April.
The course is intended for policy makers, local and regional authority repre-
sentatives, civil society actors and specialists in the area of decentralization
and local governance. The deadline for registration is 28 February. Program.

The Institute for Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding (ICP) announces its
4th International Summer Academy on „Project Management and Evaluation
in Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding“ 18-22 July at the International
Conference Centre in Caux (Montreux).

Make a note now of the dates for the International Caux Conferences in the
coming summer: 3 July to 8 August. More     information.
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Wer langsam geht

kommt weit.

René Holenstein (2010)

Slowly but Surely
The book „Wer langsam geht kommt weit“ (Slowly but surely) by René Holen-
stein, a historian and development expert, looks back at half a century of Swiss
development assistance and draws various conclusions. The author considers
the effectiveness of development cooperation from different points of view:
combating poverty, peace policy, defense of human rights, good governance, the
promotion of civil society, and in particular efforts to strengthen women’s rights.
In addition, 15 veteran Swiss development actors including former Federal Coun-
cilor Ruth Dreifuss and Rolf Wilhelm report on their own experiences, providing
an insight into their personal motivation as well as the various forms which their
involvement has taken in different theaters of operation.

One wide-ranging chapter deals with the relationship between security, peace
and development, looks at the approach to human rights as well as international
law standards, and focuses on participatory conflict resolution.

This living piece of history is aimed at a wide public and responds to a growing
interest in global questions and developments. The author surveys the current
challenges facing development policy and suggests possible options for the
years ahead. 05.01.2011

http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/doc/publi/aussen.Par.0013.File.tmp/Aussenpolitischer_Bericht_2010_fr.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/doc/publi/aussen.Par.0013.File.tmp/Aussenpolitischer_Bericht_2010_fr.pdf
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=952&lang=0
http://www.iicp.ch/
http://www.iicp.ch/en/node/319
http://www.caux.iofc.org/de/2011
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New swisspeace

website

Web Tip
The New Swisspeace Website is Here!
Clearly presented, easy to read and up-to-date best describes the new swiss-
peace website, online as of January. The new look reflects the new structure
and strategy of the Swiss Peace Foundation. Since 2010 efforts have focused on
four key areas: Dealing with the Past, Mediation, Peacebuilding Analysis & Im-
pact, and Statehood & Conflict. Research and practice-oriented services such as
consultancy, training and platform activities are connected within these four
core topics. Under the heading „Consultancies“ you can learn more about swiss-
peace activities in the fields of Monitoring & Evaluation, Conflict Analysis, Strat-
egy Development and Dialogue Processes together with the relevant training
opportunities. Information on the new KOFF training cycle is to be found under
the main heading „Trainings“, which includes tailor-made programs on a wide
range of topics as well as advanced courses for professionals and university-
level degree courses.

Also easy to locate are existing projects – KOFF, NCCR North-South, Mediation
Support, BEFORE and Humanitarian Dialogue – together with the relevant re-
search activities, services and many other resources. The heading „Countries“
brings the reader immediately to the places on the map which are focal points of
swisspeace activities.

Whatever swisspeace topic, project or service might interest you, with just a
few clicks you will find all the answers and at the same time learn much more
about the many interfaces of our work. Look us up at www.swisspeace.org! We
look forward to your comments.       15.01.2011

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:christa.dold@swisspeace.ch
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
http://www.eda.admin.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.caux.ch/de/home
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/index.php
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.greencross.ch/en/index.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/
http://www.iicp.ch/
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.wsp-international.org/
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://media21geneva.org/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch
http://www.mission-21.org
http://www.miva.ch/
http://www.refbejuso.ch/content/showInfo.asp?InfoId=791
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.osar.ch/
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.trial-ch.org/en/home.html
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.org/
http://www.swisspeace.org/
http://www.swisspeace.org/

