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swisspeace: Mediation

BEFORE

UNIOGBIS

Further information:

swisspeace

Sara Hellmüller

swisspeace: Nepal

Support for the Reconciliation Process in Guinea-Bissau
In June 2007 the parliament of Guinea-Bissau called into being the „National
Conference“ – a nationwide process of reconciliation – which was formally
launched by President Malam Bacai Sanhá in August 2010. The „National Confe-
rence“ calls for a series of consultative conferences with hand-picked interest
groups, plus regional conferences in all of the country’s eight regions as well as
in the capital, and a national conference in Bissau closing stage one of the
reconciliation process.

BEFORE – a joint project of swisspeace and the Alliance for Peacebuilding –
together with the United Nations Integrated Peace-Building Office in Guinea-
Bissau (UNIOGBIS) has organized a training for the moderators of these regional
conferences. The concept for this training, developed by the swisspeace media-
tion program, was put into practice by Professor Alain Sigg of Geneva’s Depart-
ment of Education as well as a representative each from the Geneva Center for
Security Studies and swisspeace.

The 15 participants were provided with support by means of a four-day work-
shop enabling them to prepare for the regional conferences, ensuring that these
would produce meaningful results to be consolidated at the time of the national
conferences. The aim is to create the basis for the development of a national
peacebuilding strategy for Guinea-Bissau.

At the workshop the moderators were able to exchange their experiences in the
earlier consultative conferences, in an effort to identify the challenges likely to be
encountered with the regional conferences. Alain Sigg, whose experience inclu-
des participation in peace processes in Rwanda, South Africa, Bosnia-Herzegovi-
na as well as the Democratic Republic of the Congo, described various reunifica-
tion processes. The participants discussed the lessons that might be applicable in
the case of Guinea-Bissau. This was followed by exercises in relation to the
direct application of various moderation techniques. Finally the participants discus-
sed and prepared concrete questions and approaches for the moderation of the
regional conferences. 25.02.2011

The Role of Mediation in Nepal’s Constitutional Process
Nepal was due to receive a new constitution by 28 May of this year. This would
however require the prior solution of such thorny questions as government re-
form, the structure of the state and reform of the army. At the recent Nepal
Roundtable on the subject „A way out of a political crisis through mediation“ a
discussion was conducted on the importance of the role mediators could play.
Participants included the former Speaker of Parliament, Daman Nath Dhungana,
former Cabinet Minister Padma Ratna, and former Finance and Peace Secretary

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/mediation.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/projects/earlyresponse-gcpm.html
http://unogbis.unmissions.org/
mailto:sara.hellmueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/countries/nepal.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/mediation.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/projects/earlyresponse-gcpm.html
http://unogbis.unmissions.org/
mailto:sara.hellmueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/countries/nepal.html
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Further information:

KOFF Marcel von  Arx

swisspeace: Gender &

Peacebuilding

Further information:

KOFF Barbara Brank

Vidyadhar Mallik. Before any mediation can take place, however, there must be
desire for a solution and political will on the part of key decision-makers. And
experts must have a solid mandate, formal or informal. This means that all the
protagonists must honor the agreements, stick to their respective roles, and
show the necessary discretion. Access to the most important national as well as
international actors must be guaranteed. As for democratization and reorganiza-
tion of the Nepalese army, particularly in so far as the fate of former army com-
batants and the rebels is concerned, this must involve the highest ranks of the
army and take into consideration the role played by India. Furthermore, in the
negotiations the mediators must ensure that the interests of those segments of
the population that have traditionally been subject to marginalization and discri-
mination, are represented and defended. This notably concerns women, Janaja-
tis and Dalits, particularly in the poorest rural areas. Topics that do not feature
prominently on the agendas of the political power brokers must also be addressed,
such as combating impunity for human rights violations in war and dictatorships.
This contributes to the development of the rule of law as well as the sustainabi-
lity of peace processes. Last but not least is institutional consolidation, and inter-
national support for the mediators whenever necessary. Switzerland is a reliable
partner in this context . 18.02.2011

Meeting of the NGO Platform on 1325
The development of a National Action Plan (NAP) for the implementation of UN
Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security was supported by Swiss NGOs
right from the start. Since 2007 a core group of NGO representatives has been
meeting on a regular basis in an effort to monitor the progress made in imple-
mentation by the various federal departments and to make a critical appraisal of
the results as well as a practical assessment of the experiences so far. The 1325
NGO Platform is also participating actively in the second stage (2010-12) to
ensure further development and improvement of the NAP.

After the Federal Council had taken note of the new NAP in October 2010 the
NGO Platform met again in February 2011 to discuss the future role of NGOs
with regard to monitoring, and to plan their next activities. The proposals and
ideas put forward ranged from joining together to draft a qualitative NGO shadow
report to compiling examples of the Best Practices of Swiss actors in the imple-
mentation of Resolution 1325 in the context of fragile states such as Southern
Sudan or Afghanistan. The Platform will decide in the next few weeks which
idea or ideas to adopt. 15.02.2011

mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/further-topics/gender-and-peacebuilding.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/further-topics/gender-and-peacebuilding.html
mailto:barbara.brank@swisspeace.ch
mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/further-topics/gender-and-peacebuilding.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/further-topics/gender-and-peacebuilding.html
mailto:barbara.brank@swisspeace.ch
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swisspeace: Peace-

building  Analysis

& Impact

Further information:

swisspeace

Roland Dittli

swisspeace

Sidonia Gabriel

swisspeace in Palestine and Liberia
swisspeace was commissioned by the Kurve Wustrow to conduct a midterm
review of the Forum Civil Peace Service (ZFD) project in Palestine „Development
of peer mediation structures as a means of reducing violence in public schools“.
The project is due for implementation at 35 schools in the West Bank, in collabo-
ration with the General Union of Palestinian Teachers. The purpose of the evalu-
ation was to assess the initial results and any progress, as well as to identify
weak spots and draw up recommendations for the remaining project time.

Liberia was added to the agenda of the UN Peacebuilding Commission in the
spring of last year, and in the autumn a „Priority Plan for Peacebuilding“ (PPP)
was adopted. An external mission will now develop a program in an effort to
prioritize possible interventions in the areas of justice, security, and reconciliati-
on, with the focus over the coming three years on making improvements. UNICEF
Liberia has asked swisspeace to accompany this process in-country as part of
the reconciliation segment of the external mission. To ensure the greatest pos-
sible relevance and ownership, planning has been carried out with input from
the Liberian government and in collaboration with various UN organizations and
civil society. 23.02.2011

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/analysis-impact.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/analysis-impact.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/analysis-impact.html
mailto:roland.dittli@swisspeace.ch
mailto:sidonia.gabriel@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/analysis-impact.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/analysis-impact.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/analysis-impact.html
mailto:roland.dittli@swisspeace.ch
mailto:sidonia.gabriel@swisspeace.ch
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From Pacification to

Peacebuilding. A call

for Global Transforma-

tion

Focus
A Call for Global Conflict Transformation
What do the popular uprisings and social protests of the last days in
Egypt and in the last years in Nepal, Iran and Burma have in common?
Despite all their political and geographical differences, they are all a
vivid reminder of the great potential and dynamics of social movements,
people-power and non-violent action.

Drawing inspiration from the activist-practitioner Diana Francis and her most re-
cent book, this article reminds us of the power of non-violence and people-
power to bring about social change and justice. Their power is needed to critically
re-assess the self-understanding and fundamental principles of international and
local peacebuilding: Peacebuilding as undertaken by Western NGOs and govern-
ments has lost its critical edge and has been caught up in the world of „pacifica-
tion“.

Peacebuilding becomes „mainstreamed“

Over the last fifteen years, peacebuilding as a field has become a professionali-
zed area of academic thinking and practical expertise. On the one hand, peace-
building at the end of the Cold War and in reference to the UN’s 1992 „Agenda
for Peace“ entered the realm of Western international Realpolitik. With the incre-
ase of peace-keeping and military operations by the UN and regional organizati-
ons like NATO in former Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Cambodia, and East Timor in the
1990s, peacebuilding was co-opted: Its terminology was used to justify unilateral
military interventions, international arms trade, support for state-building and good
governance or „subcontracting“ NGOs for informal conflict resolution processes.
At a closer look, many governments engaged in „pacification“, that is defending
their political and economic interests and prioritizing stability and control over
change and transformation.

On the other hand, many non-governmental organizations involved in peacebuil-
ding mushroomed in the mid- and late 90s – either founded by committed acti-
vists, social networks or governmental agencies. Many NGOs have been heavily
and successfully engaged in capacity building, bridge-building, peace education,
media work and lobbying and advocacy campaigns for peace and non-violence.
Peacebuilding became „mainstreamed“: Special or additional administrative units
and standardized procedures among governmental institutions, donor agencies
and NGOs were introduced and set up. As peacebuilding was mainstreamed into
the work and bureaucracies of aid agencies, NGOs and donors, peacebuilding
lost its critical political edge. At the same time, many NGOs became more depen-
dent on governmental funding, political and strategic interests – and hence be-
came increasingly caught up in the logic of pacification.

Whose agenda?

With the bureaucratization and professionalization of the field, many NGOs are
run with professional staff but lacking „real“ grass-roots people closely working
in the North or South with local community-based movements. In fact, many

http://www.plutobooks.com/display.asp?K=9780745330266
http://www.plutobooks.com/display.asp?K=9780745330266
http://www.plutobooks.com/display.asp?K=9780745330266
http://www.plutobooks.com/display.asp?K=9780745330266
http://www.plutobooks.com/display.asp?K=9780745330266
http://www.plutobooks.com/display.asp?K=9780745330266
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organizations would argue that they feel primarily accountable to donors and
their interests and only to a lesser degree to their beneficiaries and their political
and social needs and interests. This may also explain why many NGOs joined
Western powers planning their peacebuilding activities after military interventi-
ons: NGOs in countries like Afghanistan which are mainly funded by Western
powers are in local eyes easily associated with invasion and occupation and
may figure as „fig leaf“ to cover the aggression of war or the militaristic rationa-
le of invasion.

Grant-dependency

According to Francis, many peacebuilding NGOs aim at staying non-political being
too much dependent on state funding and have to remain flexible on the diffe-
rent strategies and interests of governments. There remains little room to ask
about the fundamental normative assumptions guiding their work: International
and local NGOs are asked by their donors to provide indicators of „peacebuilding
success“ and seem more interested in strategic national interests, visibility, and
influence within the national or international donor community than a self-critical
discourse on the underlying theories of social change.

Furthermore,     many NGOs are highly engaged in capacity building in conflict reso-
lution with trainings being key activities. They often use trainings as a means to
an end. Hence, NGOs miss out on trainings´ political potential: Trainings can be a
powerful tool of social change and justice – if they are tailored-made addressing
the specific local needs and are linked to political action.

The power of non-violence

According to Francis, NGOs have to connect themselves more strategically with
popular movements, learn more about their strategies and their formula of „suc-
cessful“ non-violent resistance and action. A powerful example of non-violence
is Latin America in the light of economic deprivation and violence of the state
and armed groups. Paying greater attention to grassroots, social and human
rights movements has also direct implications for funding schemes: The direct
participation of ordinary people helps to address the most urgent priorities and
needs, it creates and expresses solidarity. „New“ peace connectors will have to
be identified and included like the service-providers bakers, nurses, barbers, shop-
keepers to spread ideas about peacebuilding and/or to open spaces for „people
to people encounters“ and dialogues. Including the wider population into pro-
cesses of social change also enables the greater public participation in peace
processes.

On a more general note, Francis calls for nothing less than a „global peace
constituency“ through the re-awakening and the empowerment of the wider
populations and their political awareness both in the conflict zones and in the
donor countries in the North and West.

Peacebuilding as a professional field must re-connect to fundamental questions
of social justice and human rights in order to offer an alternative political agenda
to a remilitarized international security agenda. Here transforming the system of
militarism and patriarchy, its thinking and institutions – be it in non-state armed
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Cordula Reimann

Program Consultant for

„Peace Women Across

the Globe“

Swiss Catholic

Lenten Fund

Further information:

Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund

Daniel Hostettler

News from Swiss NGOs

groups, state military, terrorist networks – should be at the heart of conflict trans-
formation. The strong literature on non-violence, civil resistance and civilian-based
defense by Freire, Sharp and Curle should here help to define and set an „agenda
of humanity“ based on economic justice and well-being, environmental protec-
tion, democracy and global solidarity. 13.02.2011

Conflict-Sensitive and Psychosocial Work
The Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund, which is committed to conflict-sensitive work in
its programs for the South, last November carried out a workshop on the subject
in Senegal, the third of its kind since those of Colombia and the Philippines. As in
the previous workshops participants included partner organizations from the rele-
vant programs as well as coordinators. In this way all coordinators are able to
learn a conflict-sensitive approach.

Whereas the first two workshops focused on the „Do no Harm“ (DnH) method, a
new instrument combining DnH with elements of psychosocial work was brought
into play in Senegal. The „Psychosocial Conflict Analysis“ method has been un-
der development in the past two years. It has been refined on the basis of expe-
riences in Kenya and Nepal, and the latest version has been introduced in Sene-
gal. The experiences and the feedback so far have on the whole been positive.

The Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund is currently testing „Psychosocial Conflict Analy-
sis“ in an internal workshop for Program Officers, and discussing its application
in programs. In the context of strategic guidelines, conflict-sensitive and psycho-
social approaches are to be adopted in various country programs at the start of a
new six-year cycle which begins in 2011. The Fund will evaluate experiences
with these programs on a systematic basis, encouraging exchanges to stimulate
learning without frontiers.

Currently in preparation are a written presentation of „Psychosocial Conflict Ana-
lysis“ as well as the appropriate guidance and a case study from Senegal. These
will be translated into the languages of the countries concerned. 17.02.2011

mailto:cordula.reimann@gmail.com
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
mailto:hostettler@fastenopfer.ch
mailto:cordula.reimann@gmail.com
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
mailto:hostettler@fastenopfer.ch
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Media21

Further information:

IMGG

Nick Cumming-Bruce

Media21

Shireen Lindsey-Hirst

Program for International Journalists
at the Human Rights Council
The 23 journalists from five countries – Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Niger
and Rwanda – participated in a tightly packed program built around two main
pillars, attending the Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Review (UPR) ses-
sions on their countries and a series of seminars with panels discussing the UPR
process and different dimensions of human rights.

The UPR sessions were revelatory to the journalists, both in terms of familiarizing
them with the principle of governments’ accountability to their peers for the
state of human rights and the politicized character of proceedings. The state-
ments from delegations in UPR sessions gave focus to the range of human rights
issues in their countries and among some of the journalists evoked some skepti-
cism because of the evident determination of some country delegations to avoid
sensitive issues in their interventions.

But it also gave journalists an opportunity to meet ministers and delegates from
their countries and, in the case of Myanmar, exposed the head of the delegation
presenting the UPR report a clearly unfamiliar and unwelcome exposure to con-
tact with national media. The delegation requested the exclusion of Burmese
journalists from the proceedings, a request denied by Council staff.

The panel discussions gave journalists an opportunity to discuss and develop
their own awareness of a broad range of topics including mechanisms for moni-
toring human rights, protection of journalists, migration and the rights of internal-
ly displaced people, rights and climate change and the role of the private sector.
These discussions helped to broaden their awareness of the role of media in
both reporting issues and shaping public debate; they provided direct input to
articles the journalists undertook to produce as part of their engagement in the
program; and, to judge from their interaction with the Media21 and the Institute
for Media and Global Governance (IMGG) editorial team, helped to develop ideas
for future reporting on return to their countries. 24.02.2011

http://media21geneva.org/
mailto:nccbruce@yahoo.com
mailto:slindsey-hirst@media21geneva.org
http://media21geneva.org/
mailto:nccbruce@yahoo.com
mailto:slindsey-hirst@media21geneva.org
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Institute of Federalism

Further information:

IF Rochus Peyer

Media Release of

September 2010

Report of the Federal

Council (2009)

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Sino Swiss Conference on the Exploitation
of Natural Resources
On 24-25 January 2011, the Sino Swiss Conference on the Exploitation of Natu-
ral Resources and the Protection of Minorities, jointly organized by the Institute of
Federalism (IF) and the Minzu University of China, brought together Swiss and
Chinese scholars and practitioners to discuss this salient issue from a compara-
tive perspective in Beijing. Accordingly, weak legal regulations of decision-ma-
king and ownership as well as profit-oriented investors give rise to questions
and anxieties in China. Conference participants concluded that the regulation of
the exploitation of natural resources should be improved; sustainability, equity
and the local people’s traditions should gain more attention; and the rights of
minorities should be better respected in China. A conference transcript is forthco-
ming. Furthermore a website facilitating the exchange of knowledge and infor-
mation among Chinese is planned by Minzu University - a tool aiming at impro-
ving the network of Chinese researchers and academics working in this field
only recently openly debated in China. The IF will release relevant information on
its homepage. 16.02.2011

Swiss Competence Centre for Human Rights
The creation of a national human rights institution has been debated for many
years in Switzerland. A project for a Competence Centre for Human Rights has
been accepted by the Federal Council in a bid to strengthen Switzerland’s human
rights capacities. The„Swiss Competence Centre for Human Rights“ is a joint
project of the Universities of Bern (UniBE), Fribourg (UniFR), Neuchâtel (UniNE)
and Zurich (UniZH) in association with the University Institute Kurt Bösch (IUKB),
the University of Teacher Education (PHZ) and Humanrights.ch/MERS. Its Director
will be Human Rights Professor Walter Kälin. The Centre will specialize in six
areas: Police and Justice  (UniBE), Childhood and Youth (IUKB), Migration (Uni-
NE), Institutional Questions (UniFR), Gender Policy (UniBE) and Business and
Human Rights (UniZH). Above all the Centre will devote itself to the policy and
governance of human rights in Switzerland. A number of interested parties will
provide input in terms of information, recommendations, instruments and plat-
forms for meeting and implementing human rights in Switzerland.

Basic funding for the first five years of the pilot project, amounting to CHF one
million a year is to be provided by the Federal Departments of Foreign Affairs
(FDFA) and Justice and Police (FDJP) as joint sponsors. This will augment the
funding already made available to the Centre by the participating universities.
The cantons, cities, municipalities, private sector and civil society will also make
financial contributions on the basis of mandates given to the Centre. An advisory
board, composed of key stakeholders, is to be created to supervise the Centre’s
development. An evaluation will be conducted at the end of four years. The
current preparatory phase ends in the second quarter of 2011. 24.02.2011

Further information:

Swiss Competence Centre

for Human Rights

Annegrethe Nielsen

FDFA Martin Roch

http://www.federalism.ch
mailto:rochus.peyer@unifr.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/recent/media/single.html?id=34956
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/recent/media/single.html?id=34956
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/human/humri.Par.0044.File.tmp/Rapport%20du%201er%20juillet%20all.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/human/humri.Par.0044.File.tmp/Rapport%20du%201er%20juillet%20all.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/human/humri.Par.0044.File.tmp/Rapport%20du%201er%20juillet%20all.pdf
mailto:annegrethe.nielsen@skmr.unibe.ch
mailto:martin.roch@eda.admin.ch
http://www.federalism.ch
mailto:rochus.peyer@unifr.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/recent/media/single.html?id=34956
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/recent/media/single.html?id=34956
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/human/humri.Par.0044.File.tmp/Rapport%20du%201er%20juillet%20all.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/human/humri.Par.0044.File.tmp/Rapport%20du%201er%20juillet%20all.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/human/humri.Par.0044.File.tmp/Rapport%20du%201er%20juillet%20all.pdf
mailto:annegrethe.nielsen@skmr.unibe.ch
mailto:martin.roch@eda.admin.ch
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FDFA: Sudan

swisspeace:

Sudan Platform

Further information:

FDFA Florian Brändli

Support for the Creation of a New Central Bank
and a New Currency for South Sudan
A workshop on banking and the financial system for 14 South Sudanese decisi-
on-makers was held at the Swiss National Bank (SNB) in Zurich 15-17 February.
This educational seminar and discussion group was organized in response to a
request made to the Confederation by the government of South Sudan. The aim
was to transfer the necessary know-how together with technical and legal ad-
vice for the creation of a central bank and the introduction of a new currency in
South Sudan.

Specialists from the SNB and from the Office of the Special Representative for
Sudan and the Horn of Africa of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA)
worked with the delegation from South Sudan to find possible solutions to a
series of questions. Above all the discussions focused on the future South Suda-
nese central bank, its mandate and tasks, the drafting of a central bank law, the
bank’s independence, various exchange rate requirements and their effects, the
steps in an implementation plan, and the possibility of foreign support.

The experiences of other countries were described by the former governors of
the central banks of Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Montenegro. Among
other external participants and speakers at the workshop were representatives
of the International Monetary Fund and various consulting firms. In view of the
need for the creation of an own currency as well as an own passport, the work-
shop also included a visit to the premises of Orell Füssli Security Printing Ltd
which specializes in printing banknotes and identity papers.

If so desired Switzerland is ready to continue advising both parties to the post-
referendum negotiations in 2011. 17.02.2011

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Academy for Conflict Transformation
The Academy for Conflict Transformation (forumZFD) is organizing an internati-
onal conference on „Civil Conflict Transformation – Ambitions and Reality“
due to take place 28-29 April in Bonn. The aim is to compare peace research
with practical experiences in civil conflict transformation, to reflect on the basic
assumptions and paradigms of civil conflict transformation and to bring some
order into the uncoordinated empirical findings of this discipline.

Conciliation Resources
Conciliation Resources presents its latest Kashmir report „Jammu and Kashmir:
trade across the Line of Control“, on how trade in the region is contributing to
peacebuilding. The publication is accompanied by a Policy Brief which sets out
recommendations.

International Partner Organizations

News from ten

international KOFF

partner organizations.

Berghof Conflict

Research

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/recent/media/single.html?id=37131
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/countries/sudan.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/countries/sudan.html
mailto:florian.braendli@eda.admin.ch
http://www.forumzfd-akademie.de/node/5231
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/kashmir/kashmir-resources.php
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/recent/media/single.html?id=37131
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/countries/sudan.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/countries/sudan.html
mailto:florian.braendli@eda.admin.ch
http://www.forumzfd-akademie.de/node/5231
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/kashmir/kashmir-resources.php
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
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Collaborative Development Action (CDA)
CDA has organized over 20 collaborative Listening Exercises in various con-
texts and geographical regions to hear local people’s perspectives on interna-
tional aid efforts. It recently published a number of issues that local people feel
need to be addressed in order to make international assistance efforts more
effective and to improve humanitarian donorship.

EPLO
EPLO has published a statement on linking peacebuilding and development.
As well as a general analysis, the document contains practical implications
and specific recommendations.
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo The Institute of Federalism calls for applications for the three-week Summer
University on „Federalism, Decentralisation and Conflict Resolution“, 22 Au-
gust - 09 September in Fribourg. The Summer University is intended for advan-
ced students of law, political sciences, economics or journalism with at least
four years of university level studies, and young professionals. Deadline for
applications is 17 April.

Interested in serving between three and six months as a voluntary human
rights observer in an area of conflict? Peace Watch Switzerland (PWS) is offe-
ring a preparatory course 5-8 and 26-29 May, prior to deployment in Mexico,
Guatemala and Colombia. Contact.

Under the motto „Fifty Years SDC – More than aid“ the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation (SDC) will be staging events throughout Swit-
zerland including debates, lectures, film cycles, street theatre and a travelling
exhibition on the subject of  development cooperation.

Filmtage Nord/Süd are presenting a new selection of films suitable for a vari-
ety of educational purposes, which as well as helping to understand other
peoples and cultures are a source of wonder and amusement and raise a
number of questions. These films encourage the viewer to see things from all
angles. From 23 February to 2 November throughout Switzerland.

The Institute for Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding (ICP) is again this
year offering a wide range of courses in these two subject areas, conducted
with the help of recognized experts.

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace-

building.

Events

http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/pdf/other/lp_developmenteffectiveness_Pdf.pdf
http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/pdf/other/listening_project_and_ghd_Pdf.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/assets/files/2. Activities/Working Groups/PeDS/EPLO_Statement_Linking_Peacebuilding_and_Development.pdf
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=129&lang=0
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=129&lang=0
http://www.peacewatch.ch
mailto:chiapas@peacewatch.ch
http://www.kaefigturm.ch/d/veranstaltungen/aktuell/Seiten/DieandereSeitederWeltVeranstaltungen.aspx
http://www.kaefigturm.ch/d/ausstellungen/vorschau/Seiten/DieandereSeitederWelt.aspx
http://www.kaefigturm.ch/d/ausstellungen/vorschau/Seiten/DieandereSeitederWelt.aspx
http://www.filmeeinewelt.ch/deutsch/pagesnav/framesE4.htm?../pages/AK_VnFe11.htm&AK
http://www.iicp.ch/de/node/337
http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/pdf/other/lp_developmenteffectiveness_Pdf.pdf
http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/pdf/other/listening_project_and_ghd_Pdf.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/assets/files/2. Activities/Working Groups/PeDS/EPLO_Statement_Linking_Peacebuilding_and_Development.pdf
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
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http://www.frient.de/
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http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=129&lang=0
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mailto:chiapas@peacewatch.ch
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Publications

Current and Past

Editions and Free

Subscription

Swiss Expert Pool for

Civilian Peacebuilding 

Swiss Peace Supporter
Swiss deployed abroad in military or civil roles provide some interesting insights
into Switzerland’s many-sided involvement in international peace missions in
the journal „Swiss Peace Supporter“, reporting on their challenging work in an
international context. Thanks to this publication the Confederation’s peacebuil-
ding activities are accessible to a wide audience.

The journal, which began life in the autumn of 1995 under the title „Swiss Peace
Keeper“, appears four times a year. It is a collaborative effort involving three
Federal Departments – Defence, Civilian Protection and Sport (DDPS); Foreign
Affairs (FDFA); and Finance (FDF). Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) „Human
Security“ is the FDFA representative on the editorial team.

The four most recent issues focused on peace efforts in the following priority
regions/countries: the Balkans, Burundi, Sudan and Southeast Asia. The March
2011 edition is devoted to the West African region. 22.02.2011

Further information:

FDFA Julia Spetzler

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

The Business of Human

Rights. Aurora Voicules-

cu und Helen Yanacopu-

los (Hg.) (2011).

Business and Human Rights
„The Business of Human Rights“ is a book consisting of 11 texts which look into
questions concerning the relationship between business and human rights. This
relationship is currently being discussed in the framework of the concept of
„corporate social responsibility“. The concept itself already indicates that busi-
ness is asked to do more to accept its responsibilities for the creation of equitab-
le relations.

The global integration of companies has made new advances in recent years. On
the one hand this has resulted in more power with greater responsibility, but on
the other hand it is specifically in the business sector that human rights require-
ments are not being sufficiently observed. Workers’ rights have been one of the
main casualties of the global recession since 2008. The idea of placing obligati-
ons on the business community goes back to 1948 with the Universal Declarati-
on of Human Rights. This states that as well as governments „other organs of
society“ must also play an active role. But in what way? With the help of several
case studies this book sheds light on various aspects of this much discussed and
controversial question. Commendable in this context are the efforts to avoid
dealing with the ethical, legal, economic, political or social aspects of the human
rights discourse in isolation, and instead to promote a comprehensive approach.
That is the strength of the book. For only by becoming aware of how ethical
requirements as expressed in social movements translate into the rigid frame-
work of international law will it be possible to make substantial progress in the
application of universal human rights. 23.02.2011

http://www.vtg.admin.ch/internet/vtg/de/tools/webarchiv/archiv_2010/swiss.html
http://www.vtg.admin.ch/internet/vtg/de/tools/webarchiv/archiv_2010/swiss.html
http://www.vtg.admin.ch/internet/vtg/de/tools/webarchiv/archiv_2010/swiss.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/sep.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/sep.html
mailto:julia.spetzler@eda.admin.ch
http://www.zedbooks.co.uk/book.asp?bookdetail=4392
http://www.zedbooks.co.uk/book.asp?bookdetail=4392
http://www.zedbooks.co.uk/book.asp?bookdetail=4392
http://www.vtg.admin.ch/internet/vtg/de/tools/webarchiv/archiv_2010/swiss.html
http://www.vtg.admin.ch/internet/vtg/de/tools/webarchiv/archiv_2010/swiss.html
http://www.vtg.admin.ch/internet/vtg/de/tools/webarchiv/archiv_2010/swiss.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/sep.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/sep.html
mailto:julia.spetzler@eda.admin.ch
http://www.zedbooks.co.uk/book.asp?bookdetail=4392
http://www.zedbooks.co.uk/book.asp?bookdetail=4392
http://www.zedbooks.co.uk/book.asp?bookdetail=4392
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Trial Watch

Web Tip
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KOFF is a swisspeace program. It is sponsored jointly by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and the following
Swiss NGOs:
• Alliance Sud • APRED • BAHA’I • Brücke Le pont • Caritas Switzerland • Caux - Initiatives of Change  • cfd • CIMERA •
Common Cause Switzerland •DCAF • Eirene Switzerland • Fondation  Hirondelle • Forum für Friedenserziehung •  Geneva
Call • Green Cross Switzerland • GSoA • HEKS • Helvetas • ICP • Intercooperation • International Association for Human
Values • Interpeace • LIPS • Media21• Medico International Schweiz • Medienhilfe • mission 21 • MIVA Switzerland •
Palmyrah • Peace Brigades International • Peace Watch Switzerland • PeaceWomen Across the Globe • Pestalozzi Children’s
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Switzerland • terre des hommes Switzerland • TRIAL • Women for Peace Switzerland • World  Vision Switzerland
 

Trial Watch Database
Trial Watch is a database maintained by the Swiss association against impunity
(TRIAL). It offers the public easy access to information on some 760 procedures
concerning international crimes – notably war crimes, crimes against humanity,
genocide, torture and crimes of aggression – taking place before national and
international tribunals. As well as a brief explanation of the facts and a summary
of the legal procedures involved, database links make it possible to study the
documentation in detail by accessing court decisions, NGO reports, bibliogra-
phies and articles in the press. Visitors to the Trial Watch website can sign on for
email updates on trials of particular interest. The database is programmed for 50
different contexts, and a new search engine makes it possible to conduct sear-
ches on the basis of specific criteria. 02.02.2011
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