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KOFF-Trainings 2011

Further information:

KOFF Rahel Fischer

KOFF Training Series 2011
KOFF presents the training courses on offer this year in four selected aspects of
civilian peacebuilding:

Dialogue and dialogue facilitation are key components of many peacebuilding
projects. Under what conditions is dialogue the appropriate instrument? What
exactly happens during and after a dialogue process? How can resistance to
engage in dialogue be overcome? Chris Spies, mediator and facilitator, will intro-
duce participants to various aspects of dialogue design and introduce them to
the basic skills of dialogue facilitation.

The second course is devoted to dealing with local partners and collaborators
who have suffered violence and serious human rights violations. How should
Desk Officers deal with victims of trauma? What challenges arise in the course
of project visits or in electronic communication? The psychologists Simone
Lindorfer and Daniel Orellana Aguirre will answer these questions and clarify
such concepts as trauma and secondary trauma.

Questions relating to conflict-sensitive program management (CSPM) have as
yet lost none of their urgency, particularly in relation to intervention in fragile
states. Although there is a wealth of relevant knowledge available within many
organizations, implementation remains a challenge. During this training course,
KOFF will present the standard conflict sensitivity instruments, focusing on practical
implementation questions and on building conflict sensitivity into the structures
and operations of organizations. This approach is indispensable for ensuring that
intervention in fragile contexts does not aggravate local conflicts indirectly.

A prudent security concept helps to improve the effectiveness of peace work.
How can security aspects be reconciled with the ethical principles of peacebuil-
ding? Should a good security strategy be based on acceptance? And what are
the most important do’s and dont’s in the case of project and program visits?
Tanya Spencer, the trainer for this course, has herself worked in international
cooperation and is a consultant on security questions today.

KOFF member organizations benefit from advantageous conditions again this
year. 25.03.2011

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Projects/KOFF/KOFF_Training_Series_2011.pdf
mailto:rahel.fischer@swisspeace.ch
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Further information:

swisspeace

Matthias Siegfried
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MSP (swisspeace/

CSS ETH Zurich)

UNDPA

FDFA

Further information:

swisspeace Roland Dittli

swisspeace: Peacebuil-

ding Analysis & Impact

Academy for Conflict

Transformation

UN-Workshop on Process Challenges in Mediation
The key task for every mediator is to create a process that allows parties to
negotiate in a trustworthy setting. There are many challenges related to media-
tion processes, for example finding the appropriate venue and format of the
talks, the sequencing of negotiations, or the inclusion of civil society stakehol-
ders. These questions of „process design“ are central to the work of the Media-
tion Support Unit (MSU) within the UN Department of Political Affairs. Therefore,
at the request of the MSU, the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs and
the Mediation Support Project (MSP) – a joint venture of swisspeace and CSS
ETH Zurich – organized a two-day training workshop in New York on March 14-
15. The aim was to strengthen the competencies of the staff of the MSU as well
as the associated members of the Standby Team in the area of process design.
The training workshop combined small group exercises, the presentation of an
analytical tool for understanding process challenges, as well as keynote inputs
from senior peace mediators from the UN and from Switzerland. The feedback
from the participants regarding both the substantive focus as well as methodo-
logical aspects of the training workshop was very positive. Additional trainings
on the specific process challenges are planned to take place in the future. 25.03.2011

Training in Conflict Sensitive Impact Assessment
In March swisspeace conducted a five-day training course on Peace and Conflict-
Sensitive Impact Assessment at the Academy for Conflict Transformation in Bonn.
The aim of the course was to give participants an integrated perspective of long
term strategic planning, effective project design, and continuous monitoring and
evaluation. The participants also learned to formulate questions with regard to
impact and to carry out practice-oriented analysis. Theoretical concepts were
critically tested in the context of real examples from projects as part of the
training. The training was offered in the framework of the Academy’s nine-week
„Peace and Conflict Consultant“ qualification course. The international partici-
pants included staff from various state and non-state organizations in the areas
of development cooperation and peacebuilding. 23.03.2011

mailto:matthias.siegfried@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/mediation/about/mediation-support-project.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/mediation/about/mediation-support-project.html
http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/undpa
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/peasec/peac.html
mailto:roland.dittli@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/analysis-impact.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/analysis-impact.html
http://www.forumzfd-akademie.de/
http://www.forumzfd-akademie.de/
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swisspeace

Working Paper 1/2011

Gabriela Mirescu (ed.):

Social Inclusion and

Cultural Identity of Roma

Communities in South-

Eastern Europe

Order hard copy

(15.- CHF)

Decade of Roma Inclusion: A Look behind the Curtain
Many Roma of Eastern Europe today have good reasons to look back
nostalgically to the days of communism. In the wake of the dramatic
upheaval during the 1990’s, social and economic conditions of several
Roma communities in the region have worsened to the extent that many
see migration into Western countries as the only hope for a better life.
Ample programs aiming at supporting the social inclusion of Roma have
been initiated, but little progress has been made. One of the most com-
prehensive Roma policies is the Decade of Roma Inclusion (2005-2015).
This article sheds light on the impact of the Decade on Romani activism
and participation and it emphasizes the poor mechanisms of the pro-
gram in addressing crucial barriers of social inclusion.

One of the most tragic results of post-communist transformations for Roma in
Eastern Europe may have been their insecure status in the labor market – a
circumstance that generally affects participation in further spheres of public life.
Even if the transition to a free-market system leads to mass-unemployment for a
large number of East Europeans, it is generally known that on the young capita-
list markets, Roma are often last hired and first fired.

The increasing socio-economical gap between many Roma communities and the
rest of society enforced the segregation and the collective perceptions of Roma
as „the others“ or as second class citizens. In an atmosphere of mistrust and
disrespect, post-communist politicians and societies have not paid enough at-
tention to the Roma commensurate with the magnitude of what generally is
known as „the Roma problem“. A deepened social exclusion and worrisome
tendencies toward an increased „ghettoization“ of many Roma communities
can be noticed.

Decade of Roma Inclusion

Several developments like the prioritization of the Roma issue by the Council of
Europe or the expansion of the European Union drew notable attention to diffi-
culties faced by Roma. National governments were urged to develop policies
toward eliminating discrimination and supporting the crucial inclusion of their
local Roma.

The Decade of Roma Inclusion began as a 10-year cooperative effort between
12 European governments and joins together numerous governmental and non-
governmental actors as well as international Roma civil society actors. The Deca-
de program launched in different national contexts is designed to ensure Roma
equal access to education, housing, employment and health care, and is meant
to „eliminate discrimination and to close the unacceptable gaps between Roma
and the rest of society“. However, in the midpoint of the Decade, the situation of
Roma has not improved significantly. Critics of the current Decade often refer to
the fact that it provides no mechanisms to empower Roma civil society. The lack
of programs promoting a culture of tolerance is another criticized aspect.

Focus

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP1_2011.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP1_2011.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/publications/order.html
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Investing in capacity building

Looking at Roma civil society, there are worrying aspects including the lack of
human and financial capacity for even a first step: accessing European programs
or properly articulating Roma problems. While the program does not provide tech-
nical or professional preparation for Roma NGOs to apply for EU funds and to
increase their absorption capacity, the most visible key actors and negotiators in
the framework of the Decade are non-Roma.

Developments in recent years underscore an urgent call to firstly invest in the
capacity building within Roma civil society in order to benefit from the programs
designed for the disadvantaged communities. The first level would be local, en-
couraging and enabling local Romani NGOs to express their own communities’
interest, and initiating social and political change in the different regions. This
requires not only financial support, but especially professional assistance. The
second tier lies at the national level. It should mainly encourage and support
Romani professionals to cooperate with various state institutions and to get in-
volved in decision-making bodies. The third and international level aims to sup-
port Romani experts and professionals in working with multilateral institutions
and in becoming involved in international policy making.

Taking exclusion seriously

The multiple discrimination faced by many Roma communities inhibits their ac-
cess to education, housing, justice or health assistance. New initiatives able to
frame the conjunction of chronic poverty and racism should form the basis of any
program methodology. These approaches should be mainly locally designed and
would follow an important conflict sensitivity line, avoiding the exclusion of non-
Roma populations facing challenges similar to those confronting Roma in the
same area.

At the same time, the tendency to focus exclusively on Roma when addressing
the integration question shall shift also on the actions of the dominant societies
and on the local circumstances that have previously led to excluding Roma. In
fact, the structural exclusion of Roma can be observed in most European coun-
tries. During centuries most of them had legislations discriminating Roma, the
most extreme example being Romania which held Roma as slaves for 500
years. Placing the so-called „Roma problem“ in a larger socio-political context
will show that the very causes of social exclusion play a crucial role in the current
dynamics of the phenomenon, and dealing with the roots rather than with the
consequences may fill an appropriate agenda aiming at Roma inclusion.

Broad social debates have to be started and creative methods have to be drafted
in order to redefine power relations and to create a minimum ground of trust and
acceptance. There may be steps to be taken, especially by the local govern-
ments, in recognizing the Roma as equal partners when drafting strategies of
integration. And there has to be not only encouragement for Roma to integrate,
but frameworks have to be developed also in order to convince the mainstream
society to allow Roma to integrate.

Until now the Decade program has contained many declarations from govern-
ments and international organizations, but less mechanisms to realize the many
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Further information:

swisspeace

Gabriela Mirescu

promises. After five years it became clear that the Decade program’s existing
framework must be adjusted and that further methods have to be developed in
order to support Roma capacity building and to promote spaces for an intercultu-
ral dialogue which addresses the widespread racism. 15.03.2011

swisspeace Working Paper: Social Inclusion and Cultural Identity
of Roma Communities in South-Eastern Europe

Emerging from a series of KOFF roundtables on „Social Inclusion and Cultural
Identity of Roma Communities in South-Eastern Europe“, the publication
attempts to shed new light on some essential elements related to the cultural
identity of Roma and draw attention to the variety of challenges that confront
Roma communities when engaging in the process of social inclusion.
Without aspiring to provide a uniform perspective on such a complex issue,
the articles selected here analyze and reflect on some recent occurrences
relating to social inclusion (or exclusion) of Roma in different countries in the
region and explain specific aspects of the cultural identity of Roma as a trans-
national minority.

mailto:gabriela.mirescu@swisspeace.ch
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ISSAT and SSR

Community of Practice

Join the Community

of Practice
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Full Report: 12 strate-

gies for the prevention

of youth and youth gang

violence (Spanish)

Interpeace

Interpeace: Políticas

públicas para prevenir

la violencia juvenile

Further information:

DCAF Fraser Hore

News from Swiss NGOs

International Security Sector Advisory Team
Launches Community of Practice
The International Security Sector Advisory Team (ISSAT) of the Geneva Centre for
the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) was established in 2008. It provi-
des operational support to reinforce the international community’s security and
justice reform capacity. With a strong core team and extended roster of experts
for Security Sector Reform (SSR), ISSAT is helping its partners to adopt the princip-
les and practices of SSR through the development of operational guidance tools,
the delivery of training, and the provision of advisory field support. It recently
launched a new website and SSR Community of Practice. This allows ISSAT to go
one step further in bridging the gap between theory and practice by providing
easy access to the collective wisdom and experience of the SSR community, and
offering a collaborative environment where practitioners can contribute to the on-
going development of SSR knowledge and tools. Some additional benefits of the
Community of Practice include access to a continuously evolving set of practical
guidelines and tools for designing, implementing, evaluating and monitoring se-
curity and justice reform programs. Furthermore it provides information about
security and justice reform programs and projects being conducted around the
world, and the practical lessons that are being learned as well as a forum for
posing questions to and sharing insights with other security and justice reform
practitioners. The website equally offers a vast repository of articles, videos, case
studies, links and other resources related to security and justice reform. In additi-
on in includes a directory of security and justice reform practitioners and organiza-
tions. The Community of Practice provides an opportunity to increase knowledge
while building reputation and network of contacts within the security and justice
reform community. 22.03.2011

Youth and Youth Gang Related Violence in Guatemala:
Interpeace Launches Report
Central America is now considered the most dangerous place in the world and,
with 70% of the population aged 30 and under, young people are most at risk
from violence either as victims or perpetrators. In Guatemala alone, over an 11
month period last year, 433 children under the age of 17 suffered violent deaths.
3,337 young people between the ages of 28-35 also died due to violence.

On 14 March, the document „12 strategies for the prevention of youth and youth
gang violence“ was presented by Interpeace to Silvio Gramago, the Secretary of
Transparency of the Vice-President of Guatemala in response to the urgent need
for prevention policies to address youth and youth gang related violence in Cen-
tral America. This is the first report in a series of policy proposals that will cover
the region. The presentation of the document marked the culmination of a multi-

http://issat.dcaf.ch
http://issat.dcaf.ch
http://issat.dcaf.ch/user/register
http://issat.dcaf.ch/user/register
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/propuesta_12_estrategias_guate_front_cover.jpg
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/propuesta_12_estrategias_guate_front_cover.jpg
http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/propuesta_12_estrategias_guate_front_cover.jpg
http://www.interpeace.org/ 
http://www.interpeace-lao.org/poljuve/
http://www.interpeace-lao.org/poljuve/
http://www.interpeace-lao.org/poljuve/
mailto:f.hore@dcaf.ch
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Further information:

Interpeace

Lisa Ross-Magenty
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cfd Project in Marocco

sector dialogue process facilitated by Interpeace. More than 200 representatives
from 37 institutions, 59 organizations, 35 civil society and youth organizations
took part in the process. The launch event was attended by over 400 people.

The report highlights that previous explanations for and responses to the pro-
blem of youth related violence have proved ineffective. These include the fre-
quent assumption that most of the crimes being committed are by youth gang
members; the mass detention of youth gang members coupled with harsh jail
sentencing; extra-judicial executions and practices of „social cleansing“ by groups
associated with the police; law initiatives such as the „Anti-Gang Law“ and the
stigmatization of marginalized youth. Interpeace Director of the Regional Youth
and Gang Violence Prevention Programme Isabel Aguilar emphasizes that soluti-
ons must be based on a holistic approach that addresses the factors that contri-
bute to violence and, in turn, promotes strategies that foster the welfare and
development of adolescence and youth. 14.03.2011

New Education and Consultancy Project of cfd in Morocco
Since the autumn of 2010, the feminist peace organization cfd has been suppor-
ting the El Khir organization in Morocco which advises women in rural areas
who have been victims of violence and offers them a way out of poverty
through empowerment and educational projects. Despite the amendments of
2004 to Moroccan Family Law the real situation of women in Morocco has impro-
ved little.

About 600 women attend the literacy courses which El Khir offers in the villages
around Essaouira each year. As well as learning about women’s rights, in many
cases for the first time, they are also told about the El Khir advisory services. The
number of women seeking help from El Khir continues to increase, either after
suffering violence, being repudiated by their husbands or not receiving the main-
tenance payments to which they are entitled. When legal questions arise, a
lawyer is called in to advise the women and if necessary appear with them in
court. The network also includes doctors and psychologists. El Khir is aware that
in itself such support is not enough. If women are to be empowered to lead an
independent life and offer their children a future, they must find a way out of
poverty. El Khir plans in the current year to provide vocational training for women
who have had no formal education and is negotiating with various institutions
for this purpose.

cfd is helping El Khir to become more professional. As a first step the Ligue
démocratique pour les droits des femmes (LDDF), a cfd partner organization, is
currently helping to train El Khir staff. In this way they will be able to benefit from
the many years of experience which LDDF has in counseling women who have
suffered violence, as well as from its information service and lobbying on the
subject of women’s rights. 15.03.2011

Further information:

cfd Katrin Haltmeier 

mailto:ross-magenty@interpeace.org
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/empowerment/projekte/marokko/elkhir.php
mailto:katrin.haltmeier@cfd-ch.org
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miva Switzerland

Further information:

miva Switzerland

Gabriella Wiss

miva Switzerland: Transport for Peacebuilding
Adequate means of transport are among the basic working tools needed for
peacebuilding activities. All-terrain vehicles, small trucks and bicycles enable the
employees of local organizations to reach the areas where their services are
required. miva Switzerland provides professional support for the financing and
procurement of transport and communication resources for self-help projects.
This Christian charity was founded in 1932. A year ago the organization received
a request from the parish of La Merced del Playón in the countryside near Me-
dellín, Colombia. After a thorough examination of the case, an all-purpose vehic-
le was duly provided. This is used for supplies, and more especially for reaching
hospitals in the region, ensuring that the local population has access to the
„outside world“. The aim of the parish is to promote stability and peace in the
area and to help rebuild the community, in particular by providing support to local
farming communities and their initiatives. Equally valuable is the specific effort
on behalf of local children and youths. This is of great importance to a population
in the grip of poverty and war, since there is hardly an area in which armed
guerrillas and paramilitary forces are not present.

miva Switzerland provides assistance to a variety of projects of this nature, the
focus being on the more remote villages and regions which are particularly de-
pendent on means of transport. Although this Swiss charity is not explicitly enga-
ged in peacebuilding work, its projects nonetheless do much, in an indirect and
sustainable manner, to promote peace and stability in the areas where it is
active. An interactive world map on the organization’s new website shows just
where the various projects are to be found. 15.03.2011

PA IV 2010-2011: Review and Outlook
In 2010 the Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Fo-
reign Affairs (FDFA) coordinated the establishment of the Swiss Competence
Centre for Human Rights. The Federal Council’s Dispatch to Parliament on
Switzerland’s Human Rights Foreign Policy of 2007-2012, prepared by PA IV, was
published in the Foreign Policy Report 2010. Also in the field of human rights, the
adoption of the International Code of Conduct for Private Security Firms met with
an international echo, and has since been signed by about 90 security compa-
nies. In so far as peacebuilding is concerned, PA IV concentrated some 80% of
the relevant budget on efforts in seven priority countries or regions: South-
Eastern Europe, the Middle East, Nepal, West and Central Africa, the African
Great Lakes Region, Sudan and Colombia. In Sudan, PA IV provided expertise in
a number of areas and supported the development of state institutions in South
Sudan. PA IV deployed a total of 17 election observers helping to ensure fair
elections and referenda, free of violence, in places like Burundi and Sudan.
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PA IV

News from Swiss Government Agencies

http://www.miva.ch
mailto:wiss@miva.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
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International Film

Festival and Forum

on Human Rights

In 2011 the adoption of the Dispatch to Parliament for a new Framework Credit
2012-2015, with the consolidation of topics and instruments currently in use, will
be an important milestone. PA IV is also coordinating preparations for Switzer-
land to chair the „Global Forum on Migration“ and will organize a ministerial
conference on armed violence and development in the fall. PA IV will also de-
ploy its instruments in the so-called MENA region (Middle East and North Africa).
With regard to the strengthening of human rights there has recently been a new
dialogue round with China. Further human rights dialogues are planned with
Vietnam, Tajikistan, and Cuba, and consultations will continue with Russia. A
human rights dialogue was launched only recently with Nigeria. 21.03.2011

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

PA IV

Monika Egger Kissling

International Film Festival on Human Rights
The International Film Festival and Forum on Human Rights (FIFDH) this year cele-
brated its ninth edition. Federal Councillor Micheline Calmy-Rey was present at
the opening ceremony where she spoke about Switzerland’s commitment to
human rights. In view of the recent events in North Africa and the Middle East,
the Foreign Affairs Minister Calmy-Rey focused her remarks above all on the
importance of the rights of freedom of expression and of assembly. She stressed
that genuine stability and sustainable development are only possible when fun-
damental rights are fully respected by the authorities. She added that there should
be no limitations on the people’s desire to participate in the process of democra-
tization, be it with regard to political, economic, social or cultural matters, nor
should participation be suppressed by the intervention of a police force.

The renewed success of this year’s Festival is due not only to the world’s
population’s intensive media exposure to human rights issues in the past weeks
and months, but also to the fact that in recent years the Festival has established
itself as a fixture in the cultural life of Geneva. The Political Affairs Division IV
(PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) was convinced of the
importance of the FIFDH right from the start, supporting it both financially and in
other ways. Ambassador Claude Wild, who heads PA IV, spoke at the closing
ceremony of the Festival’s great success and its importance for Switzerland.
Furthermore, an expert group together with PA IV discussed the International
Code of Conduct (ICoC), launched last November, which outlines the human
rights responsibilities of businesses with international activities. 22.03.2011

Further information:

FDFA Martina Schmidt

http://www.fifdh.org/
http://www.fifdh.org/
http://www.fifdh.org/
mailto:monika.eggerkissling@eda.admin.ch
mailto:martina.schmidt@eda.admin.ch
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PA IV: Business

and Human Rights

PA IV: Human Security

Business Humanitarian

Forum

European Council on

Corporate Responsibi-

lity & Sustainability

Further information:

FDFA Corrina Morrissey

Corporate Responsibility and Human Rights
A workshop on the responsibilities of companies operating in countries where
there is little or no protection for human rights was held on 3-4 February. It was
organized by the Human Security and Business Desk of Political Affairs Division
IV (PA IV), Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), together with the Busi-
ness Humanitarian Forum and the Conference Board of the European Council on
Corporate Responsibility & Sustainability. Following up the publication of the
„Guiding Principles for the Implementation of the United Nations ‘Protect, Re-
spect and Remedy’ Framework“ of the UN Special Representative on Business
and Human Rights, John Ruggie, the aim of the workshop was to further develop
the debate in an effort to promote cooperation between representatives of civil
society, industry, academia and politics.

The program combined a discussion of business and human rights fundamen-
tals, due diligence in relation to the chain of supply for conflict minerals, and case
studies on the Ruggie principles by representatives of the private industry. The
discussion also covered implementation scenarios for the Guiding Principles, based
on reports concerning experiences in specific sectors, and ways of continuing
the process after the end of the Special Representative’s mandate in 2011.

FDFA Human Security and Business Desk Officer Nils Rosemann made a presen-
tation on the state’s responsibility to prevent the private sector from committing
human rights violations. 21.03.2011
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FDFA: Sudan

swisspeace:

Sudan Platform

Swiss Expertise in the Constitution-Drafting Process
in Southern Sudan
On 9 July 2011, Southern Sudan will become the 54th state of the African conti-
nent. To enshrine its sovereign duties in law, a state must have a constitution.
The authorities of Southern Sudan have adopted a two-pronged approach to the
task of drawing up a constitution: the current interim constitution must be made
capable of meeting the demands of the secession process, and a comprehensi-
ve constitution-drafting process must be set in motion. At the request of the
Government of Southern Sudan, in February, the Office of the Special Envoy for
the Sudan and the Horn of Africa, within Political Affairs Division IV of the Swiss
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), seconded a group of top-level con-
stitutional experts – Professors Daniel Thürer, Andreas Auer, and Fernando Men-
dez – on a fact-finding-mission to the capital of Southern Sudan, Juba, to assess
the process of drafting the new constitution, to identify challenges, and to deter-
mine whether a future Swiss commitment is possible and desirable.

To be able to fulfil all its sovereign duties, the Government of Southern Sudan
wants to have the functions of the State endorsed in the constitution by 9 July
2011. In this respect a number of questions still remain to be clarified, including
the definition of citizenship, the role of the army, issues concerning banking and
customs matters as well as the division of national debt and assets.

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/human/humri/humcon.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/human/humri/humcon.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/sec/humsec.html
http://www.bhforum.ch/
http://www.bhforum.ch/
http://www.conference-board.org/councils/councildetail.cfm?councilid=206
http://www.conference-board.org/councils/councildetail.cfm?councilid=206
http://www.conference-board.org/councils/councildetail.cfm?councilid=206
mailto:corrina.morrissey@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/recent/media/single.html?id=37131
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/countries/sudan.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/countries/sudan.html
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Berghof
Berghof has published a recent addition to its Transition Series, the report „From
Revolutionary War to Democratic Revolution. The Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN) in El Salvador“.

EPLO
The latest EPLO newsletter features a focus article on „The 2011 Review of
the EU Programme for the Prevention of Violent Conflict (Gothenburg Program-
me)“ by the Hungarian Representative on the Committee for the Civilian Aspects
of Crisis Management (CIVCOM).

International Alert
„War is not yet over: Community Perceptions of Sexual Violence and its Under-
pinnings in Eastern DRC“, based on research by International Alert, is now
available on its website in pdf format.

Conciliation Resources
Conciliation Resources has launched two workshop reports which explore the
impact of EU and UK counter-terrorist legislation on mediation and peacebuil-
ding processes.

FriEnt
The Working Group on Development and Peace (FriEnt) presents a new Brie-
fing entitled „Entwicklung in unsicheren Gefilden“(development in fragile
contexts). This will elucidate key concepts of security, foreign and develop-
ment policy actors including the „Comprehensive approach“, „3D“ or „Civil-
Military Cooperation“ while at the same time pointing to the challenges invol-
ved in strategy development and development in the field.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

FDFA Corinne von Burg

International Partner Organizations

News from ten

international KOFF

partner organizations.

Berghof Conflict

Research

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

EPLO

forumZFD

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

GIZ

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

During their meetings with the Constitution Revision Commission and with several
ministers and other partners, the Swiss experts emphasized the importance of
broad public support for the process. Drafting a constitution, especially in the
aftermath of an armed conflict, is a delicate undertaking. The conflicting
perspectives of the different interest groups and parties must be carefully
balanced beforehand in order to avoid further conflict as well as to ensure political
stability. 16.03.2011

http://www.berghof-conflictresearch.org/documents/publications/transitions9_elsalvador.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/conflict-prevention-newsletter.html
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/1011WarIsNotYetOverEng.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/influencing-policy/engaging-armed-groups.php
http://www.frient.de/materialien/briefing.asp?kategorie=Briefings
http://www.frient.de/materialien/briefing.asp?kategorie=Briefings
mailto:corinne.vonburg@eda.admin.ch
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
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Events

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo The University of Bern is offering a Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) in
„Gender, Justice, Globalisation“. The modules run from May 2011 to May
2012. Final date for registration: 11 April. There are still a few places left.

FORUM EAST-WEST and the Swiss Development Cooperation Agency (SDC)
announce an event on 13 April in Zofingen covering two subjects: „Erfahrun-
gen der Schweizer Ostzusammenarbeit“ (Swiss cooperation with Eastern Eu-
rope, with SDC Director Martin Dahinden) and „Islam – Die Situation in der
Russischen Föderation sowie in Zentralasien“ (Islam – the Situation in the
Russian Federation and in Central Asia, with journalist Erich Gysling). The event
begins at 16.45 in the Rathaus, to be followed by an aperitif at 18.30. There is
no admission charge.

The motto of the Swiss Easter March scheduled for 25 April and starting from
Eichholz, Bern at 13.00h is „Investing in life instead of profiting from destruc-
tion – demilitarization worldwide!“

Interested in voluntary service in Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico or Nepal for
Peace Brigades International (PBI)? The next introductory training takes place
from 29 April to 1 May in Lausanne. The training language is French.

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace-

building.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Publications

Von Krieg betroffene

Kinder. Eine vernach-

lässigte Dimension

von Friedenskonsoli-

dierung.

Johanna Fleischhauer

(2008)

Children Affected by War
The words „war“ and „children“ are immediately associated with „child sol-
diers“ by many. In fact, however, most children in war zones belong to the
civilian population. What impact does war have on their development? What
special consideration do children need in peacebuilding operations? In her dis-
sertation „Von Krieg betroffene Kinder. Eine vernachlässigte Dimension von Frie-
denskonsolidierung“ Johanna Fleischhauer concerns herself with children in the
context of conflict in general, and with children in Eritrea in particular. She shows
the psycho-social consequences of violent conflict on these children with refe-
rence to the theory of sequential traumatization (Keilson and Becker), dealing
with traumata in a collective context. This is linked with political science con-
cepts such as post-conflict peacebuilding and human security. Anyone involved
in peacebuilding should find the study’s interdisciplinary approach truly stimula-
ting.

In February of this year, the author was awarded the research prize of the Josef-
Popper-Nährpflicht-Foundation. This prize goes to members of the scientific com-
munity who have produced an outstanding thesis on the subject of poverty or
basic social security. 01.03.2011

http://www.izfg.unibe.ch/content/e3785/e4771/e4785/izfg_cas_aktuell_7.2._ger.pdf
http://www.forumostwest.ch/
http://www.ostermarschbern.ch/cms/front_content.php
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/de/aktuell/events/training-schweiz/
http://www.budrich-unipress.de/product_info.php?products_id=31
http://www.budrich-unipress.de/product_info.php?products_id=31
http://www.budrich-unipress.de/product_info.php?products_id=31
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

  Conflict Research Group

Online Resources from the Conflict Research Group
Conflict and governance, conflict and livelihoods, the role of civil society, conflict
and aid, terrorism and non-state armed actors are the core areas of interest of
the Conflict Research Group (CRG). This multidisciplinary research unit at the
University of Ghent primarily analyses the micro-level of civil conflicts, concen-
trating both on the impact of civil conflicts on local communities, and on the links
between local and global dimensions of conflict. The CRG’s cross-cutting analy-
sis has led to the comparison of different geographical case studies. CRG provi-
des theoretical and practical expertise regarding conflict related issues, promo-
tes an understanding of present-day conflicts in the wider public sphere, translates
theoretical insights into practical policy recommendations for governmental and
non-governmental organizations, strengthens the capacities of research institu-
tes as well as individual researchers in the CRG’s areas of interest. Be it for
researchers or practitioners, anybody interested in these topics will find valuable
project information, publications and contacts on the CRG site. 13.03.2011

Web Tip

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/projects/koff.html||
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:christa.dold@swisspeace.ch
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
http://www.eda.admin.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.caux.ch/de/home
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/index.php
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.greencross.ch/en/index.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/
http://www.iicp.ch/
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.wsp-international.org/
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://media21geneva.org/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch
http://www.mission-21.org
http://www.miva.ch/
http://www.refbejuso.ch/content/showInfo.asp?InfoId=791
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.osar.ch/
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.trial-ch.org/en/home.html
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/
http://www.psw.ugent.be/crg/

