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KOFF Websites on

Gender & Peacebuil-

ding

SDC: Humanitarian Aid

Further information:

KOFF Ursula Keller

KOFF Annual Report 2010 Online
Each year KOFF publishes a full report on its activities for member organizations.
The report for 2010 (in German and French) is now available online. 13.04.2011

Women’s Rights in the Arab Spring:
Gender Workshop in Beirut
In the framework of a backstopping mandate, KOFF has been supporting internal
gender mainstreaming at the Swiss Humanitarian Aid (SHA) section of the Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). Scheduled to last two years,
the aim of this collaborative effort is to ensure that gender is increasingly taken
into account in SHA programs and projects.

KOFF provided training for staff of the SDC regional offices from Syria, Jordan and
Lebanon at the end of March. The focus of this three-day workshop in Beirut was
to discuss practical ways to ensure internal gender mainstreaming through con-
crete projects, and a joint project visit of a women’s centre in a Palestinian
refugee camp.

Bearing in mind the current situation, the training provided an opportunity for in-
depth discussion of the upheavals in the Arab world, as well as of the risks and
opportunities for women’s rights. Women have consistently been present in street
demonstrations in Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, Bahrain and Syria. The hope that de-
mands for a more just and democratic form of society should also mean greater
recognition of women’s rights is perfectly understandable. Even so, many cam-
paigners for women’s rights are fully aware of the risks that such upheavals
bring with them. For indeed in the past women’s rights have been used as a
negotiating ploy on a number of occasions. How then can the participation of
women be encouraged in the post-revolutionary transitional process? What can
be done to ensure that women’s rights do not fall victim to the political power
struggle? What could or should be the role of international actors? Although the
training provided no definitive answers to these questions, the participants were
nonetheless unanimous on one point: international actors should support local
processes and platforms for the participation of women. In this context it is
important for the processes to be controlled by local women and implemented in
accordance with a locally owned agenda. 27.04.2011

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/etc/KOFF_Annual_Reports/KOFF_Annual_Report_2010_de.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/projects/koff/topics.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/projects/koff/topics.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/projects/koff/topics.html
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Aktivitaeten/Humanitaere_Hilfe
mailto:ursula.keller@swisspeace.ch
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KOFF

Rahel Fischer

HEKS

Marie-Thérèse Roggo 

Criminalization of Non-Governmental Organizations –
Example of Brazil
The number and political influence of civil society organizations in Brazil has
steadily increased in the decades since the end of the military dictatorships.
Despite this there has been an increase in the repression of NGOs in recent
years. This above all concerns associations that are critical of the nature and
direction of the rapid economic growth. Movements on behalf of the landless,
small farmers, Quilombolas and indigenous peoples are fighting for access to
land and natural resources, of which they are being deprived as a result of
agricultural development on a massive scale, the exploitation of raw materials
and dam projects. Also affected are movements combating precarious working
conditions in the agricultural sector and raw materials industries. Conflicts over
land increasingly involve displacements, the destruction of traditional living envi-
ronments and physical violence. Human rights violations are often ignored, de-
spite the progressive legal principles that have been enacted.

According to a study by ACT Alliance, Brazil is no exception in such matters.
Repression of civil society initiatives is on the increase in many countries and
takes many forms: questioning the rationale behind civil society initiatives, slan-
derous attacks in the media, administrative restrictions, criminalization of the
actors and acts of violence.

Ecumenical aid organizations like Swiss Interchurch Aid (HEKS), Church Develop-
ment Service (EED), Bread for All and Christian Aid have long cultivated a deve-
lopment policy dialogue with Brazilian NGOs in this regard. Representatives of
Brazilian NGOs travelled to Europe in April to take part in a discussion organized
by HEKS and KOFF.

These representatives stated clearly that they are not opposed in principle to
Brazil’s economic development which, particularly in the cities, has brought sig-
nificant improvement at the level of various social indicators. But development
should not be at the expense of either minorities or the environment. It should
be sustainable and respect the rights of all stakeholders. Growing prosperity
should be shared in ways that promote social justice. Brazil’s government needs
to take steps to prevent uncontrolled economic exploitation, while implementing
legal standards for the protection of the minorities concerned and developing a
model for sustainable economic growth. 11.04.2011

http://www.actalliance.org/
http://www.pad.org.br/_pad/
http://www.pad.org.br/_pad/
http://www.gfbv.at/aktuell/06042011.html
http://www.gfbv.at/aktuell/06042011.html
http://www.gfbv.at/aktuell/06042011.html
http://www.gfbv.at/aktuell/06042011.html
http://www.inesc.org.br/noticias/noticias-gerais/2011/abril/dossie-comprova-aumento-da-repressao-a-ativistas-sociais-e-defensores-de-direitos-humanos-no-brasil
http://www.inesc.org.br/noticias/noticias-gerais/2011/abril/dossie-comprova-aumento-da-repressao-a-ativistas-sociais-e-defensores-de-direitos-humanos-no-brasil
http://www.inesc.org.br/noticias/noticias-gerais/2011/abril/dossie-comprova-aumento-da-repressao-a-ativistas-sociais-e-defensores-de-direitos-humanos-no-brasil
mailto:rahel.fischer@swisspeace.ch
mailto:roggo@heks.ch
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swisspeace Websites

on Nepal

Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx

Nepal: Federalism and Human Rights
in the Transitional Stage
Dinesh Tripathi, speaker at the recent KOFF Roundtable, is an Advocate at the
Supreme Court of Nepal. He was born in Bhairawa, in the Madesh/Terai region,
whose population has traditionally been politically, economically and socially
disadvantaged. Today a number of the Madesh groups, including the Tharu, are
calling for a greater say and the right to participate, notably in the government,
as well as for quotas to be included in the electoral law, and for economic
development – all of which tends to create new tensions, as in 2007 when the
entire peace process was endangered.

Federal structures could provide relief from this discrimination. Local expertise in
healthcare, education, infrastructure, taxation, language questions and water
use, in the hands of decentralized authorities, could help to make a real improve-
ment in relations between the population and the state. However, many areas of
dispute remain, such as the number of provinces and their borders, as well as
the electoral law. Solutions were due to be found prior to 28 May, the date set
for adoption of the Constitution.

Although Nepal has ratified most of the international human rights conventions,
and human rights are fully covered in the interim constitution, only the smallest
number are actually put into practice. Nearest of kin are still waiting to find out
what happened to those who disappeared in the civil war years between 1996
and 2006. Many Dalits and Janajatis as well as Tamangs, Magars and Limbus
are still without work, live in ramshackle huts and are never able to see a
doctor, while access to water or to a temple is often denied them.

At the roundtable Dinesh Tripathi emphasized the fact that although awareness
of their rights is now widespread among the population, the state continues to
take little or no action. The entire peace process thus depends on political will,
which requires permanent encouragement. 06.04.2011

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/countries/nepal.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/countries/nepal.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/countries/nepal.html
marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
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ding in Situations of

Conflict and Fragility:

Policy Guidance
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Focus
International Assistance in Gaza:
Aiding Fragmentation or National Unity?
A systematic analysis of the conflict sensitivity standards of internatio-
nal actors in Gaza leads to results that are hardly encouraging. Due to
political decisions such as the boycott of the Hamas movement and its
quasi-state institutions international projects in Gaza help to aggravate
tensions and produce negative dynamics. The analysis reveals a major
discrepancy between international principles and the minimum stan-
dards of international cooperation on the one hand and actual imple-
mentation practices on the other. These are some of the conclusions
published by KOFF after a survey in Gaza.

The situation in Gaza confronts international cooperation actors with major chal-
lenges and creates considerable difficulties for local projects. Significant examp-
les are the blockade, the worsening security situation and the continuing erratic
nature of Israeli policy in so far as authorizing the access of staff of international
state and non-state organizations is concerned. This motivated the Feminist Peace
Organization (cfd) and Swiss Interchurch Aid (HEKS) – two Swiss NGOs that have
been active for years in Gaza – to analyze together with KOFF how conflict sen-
sitivity is implemented in this local context. The assessment had three objectives:
understanding of the current local dynamics, themes and areas of tension within
Gaza society; a „Do no Harm“ analysis of the work done by international pro-
jects, i.e. whether or not these exacerbate social tensions and if so to what
extent; and to develop options that would enable international actors to prepare
strategies and projects in a more conflict-sensitive way.

Analysis of conflict context

In order to analyze the local context interviews were carried out with Palestinian
experts and staff of international organizations. These indicated important trends
and dividing lines in Palestinian society: current developments are the result of a
process of ever greater physical, political and social fragmentation that has lasted
many years. The relatively strong unity within Palestinian society during the first
Intifada was continuously weakened in the years of the Oslo Accords, during the
second Intifada and following the democratic victory of Hamas. Inside this gene-
ral fragmentation four dividing lines play an important role: 1. The split between
Hamas and Fatah; 2. The consequences of the physical blockade of Gaza; 3. The
increasing divergence in development between Gaza and the West Bank; and
4. The pronounced crisis in the legitimacy of the political institutions.

Interactions with international cooperation

The central point of every conflict sensitivity assessment is the identification of
interactions between international project work and the existing social tensions.
A key finding of this report is that international assistance and the way it is
implemented in Gaza is often an instrument to further increase fragmentation.
Interviewees identify clearly harmful patterns of interaction of international assis-
tance with the four dividing lines. The international involvement is for example
seen to directly, significantly and purposely feed into the factional split. This can

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Topics/Peacebuilding_Analysis___Impact/Resources/Gaza_CS_Assessment_Draft_Report1_layout_version12_final.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Topics/Peacebuilding_Analysis___Impact/Resources/Gaza_CS_Assessment_Draft_Report1_layout_version12_final.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Topics/Peacebuilding_Analysis___Impact/Resources/Gaza_CS_Assessment_Draft_Report1_layout_version12_final.pdf
http://www.cfd-ch.org/e/index.php
http://www.cfd-ch.org/e/index.php
http://www.heks.ch/en/
http://www.heks.ch/en/
http://palthink.org/en/
http://www.google.ch/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCQQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oecd.org%2Fdataoecd%2F61%2F45%2F38368714.pdf&ei=wxm0TYbuA4ODOtjQ1JsJ&usg=AFQjCNG8wBxhJ2Jc2Th9qZ3yU9Dr5QTjmw
http://www.google.ch/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCQQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oecd.org%2Fdataoecd%2F61%2F45%2F38368714.pdf&ei=wxm0TYbuA4ODOtjQ1JsJ&usg=AFQjCNG8wBxhJ2Jc2Th9qZ3yU9Dr5QTjmw
http://www.google.ch/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCQQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oecd.org%2Fdataoecd%2F61%2F45%2F38368714.pdf&ei=wxm0TYbuA4ODOtjQ1JsJ&usg=AFQjCNG8wBxhJ2Jc2Th9qZ3yU9Dr5QTjmw
http://www.oecd.org/document/53/0,3746,en_2649_33693550_46623180_1_1_1_1,00&&en-USS_01DBC.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/53/0,3746,en_2649_33693550_46623180_1_1_1_1,00&&en-USS_01DBC.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/53/0,3746,en_2649_33693550_46623180_1_1_1_1,00&&en-USS_01DBC.html
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Further information:

KOFF Roland Dittli

hardly come as a surprise, given the well-known boycott of the Hamas move-
ment by major international actors like the US and the EU. On the implementati-
on level this plays out as a ‘no contact policy’ of many international actors and
the blacklisting of partners and/or beneficiaries on political grounds. This practice
epitomizes the dividing instead of unifying effects of international programs and
is hugely harmful.

On a different level international programs were felt to further weaken the social
fabric by circumventing existing civil society organizations and not doing enough
to involve the people in their programming decisions. Due to the political dilem-
ma international actors in Gaza often focus on humanitarian aid. The lack of a
political vision and strategy for Gaza further accentuates the differences between
this region and the West Bank.

Few practitioners involved in this analytical process were surprised by its fin-
dings. The main facts are well known and common knowledge. What is surpri-
sing, though, is the resilience of political motives continuing to shape the direc-
tion and implementation of international assistance in Gaza. The evidence and
feedback from practitioners underline how some of the key building blocks of
current international policy and project work in Gaza are in stark discord with
good-practice principles promoted by the OECD, i.e. to take context as the star-
ting point; ensure all activities do no harm; focus on state building as the central
objective; promote non-discrimination as a basis for inclusive and stable socie-
ties.

Recommendations

Based on these findings the assessment report developed a set of recommenda-
tions, at its heart the call to more thoroughly respect conflict sensitivity as an
important operational principle for all interventions in Gaza. Organizations should
clearly abolish a general ‘no contact–policy’ towards the de facto government. It
should be replaced by a transparent set of criteria for engagement with both the
official Palestinian and the Hamas authorities in Gaza, based on the acceptance
of international human rights standards and fine tuned in a broad consultation
process with local stakeholders. Projects should avoid working towards stabili-
zing the political status quo in Palestine, but ensure that Gaza is treated as an
integral part of the organization’s strategic and programmatic planning in Pales-
tine. A focus should also lie on strengthening neutral middle ground, and the role
of civil society in bridging the factional split as well as building a bridge between
the West Bank and Gaza.

Intended for practitioners’ use the report develops a conflict sensitivity checklist.
The list tailors key principles of „Do no Harm“ to the specific Gaza context and
can easily be used by NGOs as well as governmental organizations to ensure a
conflict sensitive engagement. Every actor working in Gaza has a duty to gua-
rantee that its policies, activities and presence do not exacerbate existing tensi-
ons or create further damage and fragmentation. 26.04.2011

mailto:roland.dittli@swisspeace.ch
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Further information:

Geneva Call

Aurélie Lamazière

News from Swiss NGOs

Armed Non-State Actors and the Protection
of Internally Displaced People
An expert conference exploring the relationship between armed non-state actors
(NSAs) and internal displacement, co-organized by the Internal Displacement
Monitoring Centre and Geneva Call, took place in Geneva in March.
Representatives of governments, international organizations, civil society and
NGOs, and NSAs themselves, participated in the conference.
The participants analyzed the impact of NSAs on internal displacement, both
negative, such as through the forced displacement of populations, forcible return
or the prevention of return, and positive, such as co-operating in the provision of
assistance or in respect of voluntary and safe return. Various types of commitments
that NSAs have made in regard to Internally Displaced People (IDPs) were
reviewed: The most frequent and readily available are bilateral agreements
between NSAs and the State. These agreements generally contained provisions
relating to the protection of civilians, rather than IDP-specific measures. While
IDPs benefit from the same protection as other civilians they have particular
vulnerabilities because of their displacement.
The conference also discussed the impact of NSAs on particular categories of
people amongst the displaced – specifically women and children – and considered
the perspectives of governments and multilateral actors. Finally the opportunities
and challenges for humanitarian actors engaging with NSAs in respect of
displacement were discussed.
Participants provided a series of recommendations, including the need for
researchers and practitioners to deepen their comparative understanding of the
coping strategies developed by internally displaced communities in regard to
NSAs; the need to further detail the role of various NSAs in the phases of the
displacement cycle; the importance of better translating research about
displacement and NSAs into sound humanitarian policies and programming,
including by establishing clear principles of which agencies should engage and
for what purpose.
A conference report will be published shortly. 11.04.2011

http://www.genevacall.org/
http://www.internal-displacement.org/
http://www.internal-displacement.org/
http://www.genevacall.org/news/press-releases/f-press-releases/2001-2010/2011_GC_IDP_Communique_Conf_March_2011.pdf
http://www.genevacall.org/news/press-releases/f-press-releases/2001-2010/2011_GC_IDP_Communique_Conf_March_2011.pdf
http://www.fmreview.org/non-state/
http://www.fmreview.org/non-state/
http://www.fmreview.org/non-state/
mailto:alamaziere@genevacall.org
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Further information:

TERRE DES FEMMES

Switzerland

Nadine Brändli

TERRE DES FEMMES

Switzerland with VOIX

DES FEMMES Report

„Lasst eure Töchter

nicht verstümmeln“:

Interview with Edna

Adan in „Der Bund“

humanrights.ch:

To Punish Genital

Mutilation in Switzer-

land

Prohibition of Sexual

Mutilation (Parliamen-

tary Initiative Roth-

Bernasconi)

Brücke · Le pont:

Project Piauí (Brazil)

Brücke · Le pont: Mai-

Campaign against

Slavery

What Next in the Battle against Female Genital
Mutilation? The Findings of VOIX DES FEMMES 2010
With „Edna Adan – How Women Change the World“ TERRE DES FEMMES Swit-
zerland first launched the series of events entitled VOIX DES FEMMES. In 2010
the Somali health specialist Edna Adan was invited to spend 15 days in Switzer-
land in this context. She runs a maternity hospital in which midwives are trained
and badly needed knowledge is transmitted in one of the world’s poorest coun-
tries. This woman of 73 years is regarded as a pioneer in the fight against female
genital mutilation (FGM), from which 97% of women in Somalia suffer even
today. In the company of this charismatic woman, professionals from TERRE DES
FEMMES Switzerland conducted a number of further training courses for profes-
sionals, together with events for migrant women as well as a wider public on
the subject of female genital mutilation.

Thanks to the participation of various target groups and many panel guests, a
comprehensive picture was presented of the FGM situation in Switzerland. It
became clear in the course of the advanced training that the need for specific
know-how – necessary for the support of women and the protection of girls at
risk – is as great as ever among professionals. It is thus a subject that needs to
be included in professional training at a practical level. Although FGM is about to
be made a statutory offence in Switzerland, it is clear that prevention must
remain the priority, for by the time the law comes into force it may be too late for
the girls concerned. Furthermore it is essential that more be done to include
migrant women in prevention programs. The religious authorities also need to be
involved so as to make it clear that despite widespread belief that the Koran
prescribes FGM, it actually forbids the practice. And last but not least the issue of
FGM should not be ignored by the men as a question for women only. They too
must accept responsibility and raise their voices against mutilation. The report is
available as a PDF with full details, in French and German. 18.04.2011

Brücke · Le pont: Ways Out of Slavery
In the Brazilian state of Piauí the relief agency Brücke · Le pont supports landless
members of the population in their efforts to obtain fundamental rights including
the right to land and water. In so far as human and labor rights are concerned,
the focus is on combating slavery. The Church Commission for Land (CPT) is the
agency’s local partner. Despite efforts to warn the population about the dangers
of forced labor through events, radio spots and poster campaigns as well as with
preventive measures, unemployed persons and those who work on the land
continue to end up as dependents, victims of slavery. The unemployed are hired
by large landowners to work on their plantations and after a hazardous over-
night journey typically find themselves burdened with debt within just weeks of
arrival. They are made to pay for the lengthy journey, food, shelter, work clothes

mailto:n_braendli@terre-des-femmes.ch
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch
http://www.derbund.ch/bern/Lasst-eure-Toechter-nicht-verstuemmeln/story/29742995
http://www.derbund.ch/bern/Lasst-eure-Toechter-nicht-verstuemmeln/story/29742995
http://www.derbund.ch/bern/Lasst-eure-Toechter-nicht-verstuemmeln/story/29742995
http://www.humanrights.ch/home/de/Schweiz/Inneres/Gewalt/Genitalverstuemmelung/idcatart_6527-content.html
http://www.humanrights.ch/home/de/Schweiz/Inneres/Gewalt/Genitalverstuemmelung/idcatart_6527-content.html
http://www.humanrights.ch/home/de/Schweiz/Inneres/Gewalt/Genitalverstuemmelung/idcatart_6527-content.html
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/de/fgm/gutachten
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/de/fgm/gutachten
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/de/fgm/gutachten
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/index.php?id=33
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/index.php?id=33
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/index.php?id=80
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/index.php?id=80
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/index.php?id=80
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Further information:

Brücke · Le pont

Claudia Locher

Institute of Federalism

Further information:

Institute of Federalism

and tools – all at vastly inflated prices. Despite much hard work the debt re-
mains. The workers are isolated and closely watched to prevent any attempt to
escape. CPT gathers evidence of such cases of slavery and works with the
authorities to ensure that the police take action to free the workers. CPT has also
taken the initiative to create a network of private institutions and state authori-
ties which to those who have been freed provides advice and support on their
rights, including financial and other forms of compensation. Thanks to the pres-
sure which CPT together with other social movements has put on the authori-
ties, some 28,000 slaves were given their freedom between 2003 and 2008. In
its May campaign Brücke · Le pont carries out an important work of information
in Switzerland, illustrating the problem of slavery with case histories.07.04.2011

Practitioners Course on Decentralization
and Local Governance
The Institute of Federalism recently organized its first Practitioners Course on
Dezentralization and Local Governance. The course was dedicated to the topics
of decentralization,     local governance, power sharing, rural development, fiscal
decentralization, corruption and accountability, conflict resolution, as well as
environment and natural resources.

18 practitioners from seven countries attended the course, which was supported
by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation.

During the first week of the course, the participants were introduced into general
principles related to decentralization and local governance. Representatives of
an NGO and the World Bank set out their perspectives on how decentralization
processes can be supported by external actors. Visits to the cantonal and com-
munal administrations of Fribourg examining power sharing structures in Swit-
zerland were among the highlights of the first week.

The second week started with an in-depth analysis of the inter-linkages between
decentralization and rural development followed by sessions on fiscal decentra-
lization with a special focus on corruption and accountability. The two weeks of
intensive learning and discussions were topped off by the presentation on the
relationship between decentralization and conflict resolution. 08.04.2011

mailto:claudia.locher@bruecke-lepont.ch
http://www.federalism.ch
http://www.federalism.ch
mailto:info@federalism.ch


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 97 1 0

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

World Development

Report 2011

Further information:

SDC Ségolène Adam 

News from Swiss Government Agencies
World Development Report 2011:
Conflict, Security and Development
The World Bank recently published its World Development Report 2011 (WDR),
on the subject of „Conflict, Security and Development“. It focuses on the 1.5
billion people who live in areas of conflict or who are victims of other forms of
political or criminal violence. This is an issue of great concern at the present time,
since not a single UN Millennium Development Goal has been achieved in any of
the so-called „fragile states“. The report underlines the importance of strengthe-
ning governance and the legitimate institutions, above all as a way of guarante-
eing the security of citizens, justice and employment and putting an end to the
cycle of violence. Even in countries enmeshed in conflict it is possible to trans-
form the security, judicial and economic institutions and restore confidence in
collective action. However, this requires a considerable commitment on the part
of the national authorities as well as adaptation of the international system to
the risks of the 21st century in accordance with the following principles: 1. Focus
on criminal and political violence, and greater integration of aid efforts; 2. Re-
form of the international development institutions in an effort to support rapid
and stable confidence-building measures and promote the creation of sustainab-
le institutions; 3. Regional and global approaches to such external uncertainties
as international corruption, trafficking and food (in)security; 4. The establishment
of international norms of responsible leadership and the development of know-
ledge exchanges amongst the countries of the South.

In its choice of subjects the World Bank has thus recognized the major role which
fragile contexts characterized by violence and conflict play in development coo-
peration work, an area in which the Swiss Agency for Development and Coope-
ration also intends to involve itself more fully in the future.

The World Bank recently adopted a plan for implementing the Report’s recom-
mendations, giving an important signal to decision makers in fragile states as
well as to the international community as a whole. The reforms within the United
Nations must continue, within those responsible for development, peace and
security policy and also within the governments and bilateral institutions. The
presentation of the World Development Report on 24 May will be an opportunity
for reflection in Switzerland, together with our partners. 20.04.2011

http://wdr2011.worldbank.org/home
http://wdr2011.worldbank.org/home
mailto:Segolene.Adam@deza.admin.ch
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo FriEnt
The Working Group on Development and Peace (Frient) has published a spe-
cial edition of the FriEnt Impulse on the challenges Egypt is currently facing.
Whether or not the transformation and peaceful development of the country
can be sustained from abroad over the long term is one of the main issues
addressed in this edition.

EPLO
The latest edition of the EPLO newsletter     features a focus article on „Con-
flict Prevention and Peacebuilding within the European External Action Service
(EEAS)“. Concerns are raised regarding for example the limited integration
with EU bodies and the lack of women in senior management positions and
recommendations are made.

International Partner Organizations

News from ten

international KOFF

partner organizations.

3rd Regional Forum on the Prevention of Genocide
The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs together with the Foreign Affairs De-
partments of Argentina and Tanzania in April organized the 3rd Regional Forum on
the Prevention of Genocide. After the success of the 1st Forum in Buenos Aires
and the 2nd in Arusha, the 3rd attracted over 90 guests from 38 countries to Bern,
including representatives of European nations, the United Nations, regional insti-
tutions and international NGOs. Experts in the areas of genocide prevention,
Responsibility to Protect (R2P), human rights and law enforcement opened five
roundtables with lectures, followed by general discussions. Media representati-
ves were invited to some of the talks, but only after the participants had discus-
sed the following topics in closed session: How can genocide be prevented?
What are the responsibilities of state and non-state actors and what role can
they play? What are the lessons to be learned from the past?

The three Forums have already demonstrated the will to work together for a
world free of genocide, ethnic cleansing, war crimes and crimes against huma-
nity. Francis Deng and Edward Luck, who are both Special Advisers to UN Secre-
tary-General Ban Ki Moon, started the ball rolling with their idea for the creation
of a regional network of states for the prevention of genocide: Nationally ancho-
red „focal points“ would develop regional mechanisms for a global discussion
in the multilateral institutions. This would make it possible to act more quickly
and efficiently in adopting preventive measures. Switzerland was the second
state after the United States to react to this proposal. On 1 April 2011 the newly
created „Task Force for Dealing with the Past and the Prevention of Mass Atroci-
ties“     started its work. 27.04.2011

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/genoci/forber.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/genoci/forber.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/genoci/forber.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/peasec/peac.Par.0354.File.tmp/Politorbis%2047%20-%20Genocide%20Prevention.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/peasec/peac.Par.0354.File.tmp/Politorbis%2047%20-%20Genocide%20Prevention.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/genoci.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/genoci.html
mailto:mo.bleeker@eda.admin.ch
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.frient.de/materialien/detaildoc.asp?id=1613
http://www.frient.de/materialien/detaildoc.asp?id=1613
http://www.eplo.org/conflict-prevention-newsletter.html
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International Alert
„Libya and the Fog of Intervention“ titles a blog post     by International Alert’s
Secretary General Dan Smith. He shares his view of the „fogginess“ around
the intervention as well as the lack of the short-term military or political ave-
nue out of impasse.

Berghof and Conciliation Resources
„Mediating Peace with Proscribed Armed Groups“ is a Policy Workshop Re-
port on the implications of European Union (EU) counter-terrorism legislation
for mediation and support for peace processes recently published by Berghof
and Conciliation Resources.

Academy for Conflict Transformation
The next Training for Peace series of the Academy for Conflict Transforma-
tion of the Forum Civil Peace Service (forumZFD) begins on 20 July with a
three-day introductory event „Gewaltsame Gruppenkonflikte und Inter-
ventionsansätze“(Violent group conflicts and ways to intervene). The Aca-
demy is offering a total of 12 training sessions in German up to September.
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo This year KOFF is offering a four-part training series on the following topics:

- Designing and Facilitating Dialogue;
- Dealing with Survivors of Traumatizing Violence;
- Conflict Sensitivity in Practice;
- Peacebuilder’s Security Management: A Road Map.

There are still free places for the six-day course in Conflict Transformation and
Dialogue Development organized by the Institute for Conflict Transformation
and Peacebuilding (ICP). The course, which is being held from 5-7 May and 16-
18 June in Bern, offers „hands-on“ training in the transformation of social and
intercultural conflicts. Flyer. 

The Palmyrah Association, the Ecumenical Partnership Project Bern-Jaffna/Sri
Lanka and the Reitschule cinema in Bern are presenting three days of films,
26-28 May, focusing on the conflict in Sri Lanka, its background, and the
everyday life of Tamils both in Sri Lanka and in the diaspora. Therewill be an
opportunity to further develop the subjects touched on in discussions with
experts and those directly concerned, in an effort to promote „communication
without frontiers“. Contact: Nathalie Peyer.

Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace-

building.

http://www.international-alert.org/news/libya-and-fog-intervention
http://berghof-peacesupport.org/publications/RLM_Mediating_Peace_with_Proscribed_Armed_Groups.pdf
http://berghof-peacesupport.org/publications/RLM_Mediating_Peace_with_Proscribed_Armed_Groups.pdf
http://www.forumzfd-akademie.de/de/9-Wochen-Kurs_Sommer_2011
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Projects/KOFF/KOFF_Training_Series_2011.pdf
http://www.iicp.ch/de/node/326
http://www.iicp.ch/sites/default/files/Flyer_Training_Bern%202011_0.pdf
http://www.refbejuso.ch/palmyrah
http://www.reitschule.ch/reitschule/kino
mailto:palmyrah@gmx.ch
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Publications

Coping with Global

Environmental Change,

Disaster and Security.

Hans Günter Brauch,

(2011)

Global Environmental Change, Disaster and Security
„Coping with Global Environmental Change, Disaster and Security – Threats,
Challenges, Vulnerabilities and Risks“ is the fifth volume in the Hexagon Series
on Human and Environmental Security and Peace. This policy-focused handbook
addresses new security threats, challenges, vulnerabilities and risks posed by
global environmental change and disasters. 164 authors analyze concepts of
military and political hard security and economic, social, environmental soft se-
curity with regional focus on the Near East, North and Sub-Sahara Africa and
Asia and on hazards in urban centers. The major focus is on coping with global
environmental change: climate change, desertification, water, food and health
and with hazards and strategies on social vulnerability and resilience building
and scientific, international, regional and national political strategies, policies
and measures including early warning of conflicts and hazards. The book propo-
ses a political geo-ecology and discusses a „Fourth Green Revolution“.11.04.2011

Steps for Peace – Training of Trainers in Peacebuilding – presents its 5-day
training courses for 2011 which will take place in Berlin. The courses are ai-
med in particular at those preparing to work on socio-political change in the
context of a conflict, or who are already active in an international environ-
ment.

Once again the University of Basel, in collaboration with swisspeace, is offe-
ring a post-graduate course in Interdisciplinary Conflict Analysis and Conflict
Resolution. The two-semester course will qualify participants as a „University
Professional in Conflict Research and Conflict Resolution“ of the University of
Basel.
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ODI

Web Tip
Overseas Development Institute
The Overseas Development Institute (ODI) has established itself as the United
Kingdom’s leading think tank in the areas of international development coopera-
tion and humanitarian aid since its founding in 1960. As an application-oriented
research institute the ODI provides an innovative stimulus to strategic planning
and implementation in the field. Its website provides a wealth of information on
the many areas of activity and current programs. The problem areas covered are
clearly outlined and range from climate policy to social inequality, fragile states,
global governance, fair trade and sustainable agriculture, to mention but a few.
All topics are considered in a specific geographical context, extending to a great
many countries. A projects database makes it possible to search for specific

http://www.afes-press-books.de/html/hexagon_05_PressConf_Presentations.htm
http://www.afes-press-books.de/html/hexagon_05_PressConf_Presentations.htm
http://www.afes-press-books.de/html/hexagon_05_PressConf_Presentations.htm
http://www.steps-for-peace.org/
http://www.steps-for-peace.org/files/Steps_for_Peace_Trainingsprogramm_2011.pdf
http://www.uniweiterbildung.ch
http://www.odi.org.uk/default.asp
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activities, past and present. Lists of publications and events provide access to
current research discussions. The visitor is left with the impression that conflict
and security aspects are intrinsically linked to development processes. The ODI
website is thus clearly of great interest to actors in the field of peacebuilding, not
least because it offers blogs and makes it possible to enter into direct dialogue
with contact persons in specific fields. 19.04.2011
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http://www.swisspeace.org/
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http://www.eda.admin.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
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http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.greencross.ch/en/index.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/
http://www.iicp.ch/
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.wsp-international.org/
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://media21geneva.org/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch
http://www.mission-21.org
http://www.miva.ch/
http://www.refbejuso.ch/content/showInfo.asp?InfoId=791
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http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.redcross.ch
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http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.trial-ch.org/en/home.html
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/

