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KOFF Websites

KOFF Annual Report

2010

Further information:

KOFF Ursula Keller

swisspeace: Dealing

with the Past

TRIAL

Critical Reflections

10th Annual Meeting of KOFF Member Organizations
The Annual Meeting of the KOFF member organizations was held in Bern on May
19 with some 30 persons in attendance. In the statutory part of the meeting
chaired by Esther Marthaler, KOFF Program Director Ursula Keller presented the
latest developments and priorities for the year 2011. On the occasion of its 10th

year of existence, KOFF mandated an external evaluation of the Center. A repre-
sentative of the evaluation team presented the essential findings to the mee-
ting. A „KOFF quiz“ full of entertaining and challenging questions pitted two
teams – made up of governmental and non-governmental member organizati-
ons – giving each an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of the Center’s
activities.

For the second part of the meeting KOFF was joined by the European Peacebuil-
ding Liaison Office (EPLO) whose Annual General Assembly was held in Bern 19-
20 May. The welcome address by swisspeace Program Director Anita Müller was
followed by a keynote speech by Peter Maurer, State Secretary at the Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs. This in turn was followed by a panel discussion
„After the honeymoon – what future for state and civil society cooperation in
civilian peacebuilding?“ in which the participants were Martina Weitsch (Quaker
Council for European Affairs and Vice-President of EPLO), Koenraad Van Brabant
(Interpeace), Melchior Lengsfeld (Helvetas) and Jürgen Störk (Peace Brigades
International Switzerland). The Focus article in this edition develops some of the
themes aired at this panel discussion. The jubilee meeting ended fittingly with an
aperitif and a musical entertainment. 26.05.2011

Bringing Justice to Victims of International Crimes
„Bringing Justice to Victims of International Crimes“ re-launched the KOFF Dea-
ling with the Past Roundtables, a series which will explore different aspects and
components of addressing the legacy of gross human rights violations. The round-
table focused on a presentation by Philip Grant, the Director of TRIAL (Swiss
Association Against Impunity) and was attended by representatives of Swiss
NGOs, and the Swiss Federal authorities. Philip Grant’s presentation explained
how TRIAL aims to use different legal mechanisms to bring justice to the victims
of genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, torture and enforced disap-
pearances. This includes bringing cases before Human Rights bodies of the Uni-
ted Nations and regional mechanisms. Active in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Algeria,
Libya, Nepal, Burundi and Kenya, TRIAL’s work exemplifies an anti-impunity and
victim-centred approach to questions of transitional justice.

The discussion following the presentation touched on some key issues and de-
bates for dealing with the past and the fight against impunity. There was an
extensive discussion, with case examples, of the role of the Swiss judiciary in
seeking to prosecute perpetrators of human rights violations. Lack of resources,

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/projects/koff/topics.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/etc/KOFF_Annual_Reports/KOFF_Annual_Report_2010_de.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/etc/KOFF_Annual_Reports/KOFF_Annual_Report_2010_de.pdf
mailto:ursula.keller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/dealing-with-the-past.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/dealing-with-the-past.html
http://www.trial-ch.org/en/home.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Topics/Dealing_with_the_Past/Critical_Reflections_on_KOFF_Roundtable_with_TRIAL_May_2011.pdf
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Further information:

swisspeace Briony Jones

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

Kirkuk Center for

Torture Victims

Amnesty International:

Reports on Iraq

Iraq Website of the

Swiss Section of

Amnesty International

Further information:

KOFF Ursula Keller

Amnesty International

Patrick Walder

of judicial and political will as well as lack of international justice training for
lawyers were all factors cited as relevant in explaining the weakness of cases
brought before Swiss courts based on universal jurisdiction competence. Linked
to this, the discussion moved on to touch upon the role of the judiciary and the
nature of lawyers and judges as not only legal actors, but also moral and political
actors. It was acknowledged that sometimes realpolitik will determine which
cases are pursued. In particular it was a contested issue whether it is necessary
to wait for an opportunity to pursue criminal complaints against „big fish“ until
the still young concept of universal jurisdiction is more established. The message
sent by such an approach is that there are some „untouchables“, and since
justice continues to concentrate on perpetrators from Southern, mainly African
countries, this is a dilemma that should be further discussed. 13.05.2011

Human Rights Increasingly under Threat in Iraq
After a two-year pause KOFF again organized a Roundtable on Iraq, this time in
cooperation with Amnesty International, on the current human rights situation.
An impressive amount of first hand information was provided by the two spea-
kers, Carsten Jürgensen, an Amnesty expert on Iraq, and Salah Ahmad, the
psychotherapist who founded the Kirkuk Center for Torture Victims. According to
Jürgensen violence aimed at religious minorities, women, homosexuals, retur-
ning refugees, journalists and human rights activists is on the increase. The pre-
carious human rights situation is further aggravated by arbitrary arrests, torture,
corruption and absence of the rule of law.

In his presentation Salah Ahmand described the daily routine of his team of
doctors, psychotherapists and social workers. Although the Center’s main task is
providing care to victims of torture and trauma it also offers social services
aimed at strengthening the social cohesion of families and society in general. As
the discussion progressed a representative of Iraq’s Christian communities noted
that while the country does indeed have the economic and human resources
necessary for a democratic state, the State’s legitimacy is increasingly being
called into question due to the systematic persecution of Christian minorities. In
so far as the role of international actors is concerned there is an urgent need to
strengthen local partners directly rather than acting through the cumbersome
and costly structures of the United Nations, which due to rigid security measures
has a relatively limited local presence. Expressing another point of view the
representative of the Swiss Development Cooperation Agency (SDC) said that
direct and effective cooperation with local actors requires good networking with
local organizations so as to ensure that international actors will be able to find
truly representative partners. 05.05.2011

mailto:briony.jones@swisspeace.ch
http://www.kirkuk-center.org/
http://www.kirkuk-center.org/
http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/iraq
http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/iraq
http://www.amnesty.ch/de/laender/naher-osten-nordafrika/irak
http://www.amnesty.ch/de/laender/naher-osten-nordafrika/irak
http://www.amnesty.ch/de/laender/naher-osten-nordafrika/irak
mailto:ursula.keller@swisspeace.ch
mailto:pwalder@amnesty.ch


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 98  4

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

Further information:

swisspeace

Gabriela Mirescu

swisspeace Working

Paper: Social Inclusion

and Cultural Identity

of Roma Communities

in South-Eastern

Europe

Rroma-Foundation

DDC: Dossier Roma

Social Inclusion and Cultural Identity of Roma
Communities in South-Eastern Europe
When working for or with Roma, an exclusive focus on Roma minorities tends to
be counterproductive. This is the conclusion reached by professionals from both
governmental and non-governmental organizations at the most recent KOFF South-
Eastern Europe Roundtable.

The Roundtable began with a brief presentation of the swisspeace Working Pa-
per on the subject of the inclusion of Roma. This paper attempts to show how
the diversity of situations among the Roma societies is expressed in various
European countries, and the different challenges involved. There is often a lack
of vision with respect to Roma societies in Europe, with no clear leadership.
Even solidarity among Roma is limited, which further complicates working with
them.

Stéphane Laederich of the Rroma Foundation stressed the importance of taking
the historical and cultural context of each Roma society into account in the rele-
vant projects and programs. Historical processes are closely linked with the for-
mation of groups and the development of collective identities. The relationship
between a particular Roma society and society as a whole is a decisive factor for
integration. Equally important is the fact that Roma tend to identify above all
with their own society.

Anne Moulin explained the approach of the Swiss Development Cooperation
Agency (SDC) with respect to three entities: the State, the social majority and the
minority. In this context the SDC feels that participation is especially important –
to give the Roma a voice and to consult with them. Another important condition
is non-discrimination, i.e. rather than being exclusively aimed at Roma, projects
should include all vulnerable groups in the region. International forums, notably
the EU and the Council of Europe, are very important when it comes to motiva-
ting States to accept their responsibility to their populations, and the creation of
national strategies is even more important.

In the closing discussion emphasis was put on the fact that mutual learning
between majority and minority cultures should be a key aspect of project work to
avoid strengthening divisive elements and/or to prevent other forms of discrimi-
nation against the population segments concerned. 18.05.2011
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swisspeace-

Annual Report 2010

swisspeace Annual Report 2010
The newly published swisspeace Annual Report summarizes the activities of the
Swiss Peace Foundation over the previous year. Among the highlights are the
implementation of a new strategy and organizational structure. Four main topics
are at the centre of swisspeace’s activities: Analysis & Impact of Peacebuilding,
Mediation, Dealing with the Past and Statehood & Conflict. Exchanges between
research and application have been intensified in these four areas. 19.05.2011

mailto:gabriela.mirescu@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP1_2011.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP1_2011.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP1_2011.pdf
http://www.rroma.org/
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Dossiers/Dossier_Roma
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/etc/swisspeace_Annual_Reports/swisspeace_Annual_Report_2010_en.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/etc/swisspeace_Annual_Reports/swisspeace_Annual_Report_2010_en.pdf
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EPLO

Peace Brigades Inter-

national Switzerland

Interpeace

Helvetas

Quaker Council for

European Affairs

Focus
Routine after the Honeymoon: Cooperation between
State and Civil Society in Peacebuilding
When KOFF was founded in Switzerland a decade ago by governmental
and non-governmental organizations, civilian peacebuilding was still in
its infancy. At the same time it was beginning to acquire importance
internationally. Since then the world’s political map has undergone some
notable changes. How are the original goals to be achieved in the pre-
sent situation? These are some of the questions discussed at the KOFF
Jubilee celebration, in a joint session with the European Peacebuilding
Liaison Office (EPLO) which also celebrates its 10th anniversary.

Civilian peacebuilding has developed on a more international basis since the
1990s. The first systematic approaches to early warning and conflict prevention
have their roots here. At the beginning, the efforts of individual organizations
were made in relative isolation. The idea of a Center for Peacebuilding grew from
the notion that civilian peacebuilding would only be able to succeed if govern-
mental and non-governmental actors could work together sensibly. By „sensib-
ly“ was meant that a steady flow of information between NGOs and the State
would provide the basis for the development of a common strategy.

The same goals in a new environment

The highlight of the Jubilee celebration was a panel discussion between NGOs,
with State Secretary at the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) Peter
Maurer introducing the subject. Maurer, who played a significant role in the foun-
ding of KOFF, reflected on the changed circumstances in which today’s peacebuil-
ding operations are conducted. The reactions a decade ago to the current events
in North Africa would not have been anything like the present: in the case of
Libya, Switzerland took immediate steps to freeze accounts, impose sanctions
and expel its representative from the Human Rights Council. At the same time
programs were set up to support new democracy governments. Maurer feels it
was the so-called „peacebuilding architecture“ established by Switzerland in
previous years which made this procedure possible. This benefited from a wealth
of Swiss experiences in various transformation processes such as support for
elections, dealing with the past and promotion of the rule of law. However the
success of such endeavors would scarcely have been possible without coopera-
tion and exchanges between civil society actors.

Paths to stability

The view that fragile situations require the cooperation of a variety of actors is
today widely shared. Peacebuilding and development policy are therefore increa-
singly considered together. Moreover the desire to bridge the gap is by no means
unique to peacebuilding actors, as was made clear in the panel discussion. The
participants were Martina Weitsch of the Quaker Council for European Affairs,
Koenraad Van Brabant of Interpeace, Jürgen Störk of Peace Brigades International
Switzerland (PBI) and Melchior Lengsfeld of Helvetas. There was unanimity on
the idea that peace without development is just as unlikely as development

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/projects/koff/topics.html
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.interpeace.org
http://www.helvetas.ch/
http://www.quaker.org/qcea/index.html
http://www.quaker.org/qcea/index.html
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without peace. The latter is made clear by the fact that a year of violent conflict
results in destabilization that sets back development by thirty years. Like other
development cooperation organizations therefore Helvetas links non-violent con-
flict resolution with civilian peacebuilding in its agenda.

Creating space for dialogue and a vertical exchange between various social
strata is one of the main objectives of Interpeace. The idea is to close the gap
between the elite and the underprivileged classes, into which society is often
divided in fragile states. Like Interpeace, PBI and the Quakers firmly believe in
local ownership. The task of Swiss NGOs should thus be to support civil society
actors in their efforts in situ. In this context the principal aim is increased decen-
tralization. Federal structures help to loosen rigid hierarchies and to smooth out
significant imbalances of power. At the same time they promote widespread
local ownership and make more generalized political participation possible – all
of which leads to greater cooperation and solidarity between the various seg-
ments of the civilian population and helps to build a stable socio-political order.
The speakers also emphasized the global dimension of conflicts: as long as
governments continue to engage in international arms trade, peacebuilding ef-
forts will be less possible at the civil society level. What is important therefore is
that governmental and non-governmental actors avoid adopting strategies that
conflict – particularly at a time when the positive aspects of a conflict are about
to kick in.

The productiveness of conflicts

Since conflicts usually stem from social, political or economic grievances, peace-
building should not be seen as pacification. Where a conflict arises, the need is
for change. It is not a question therefore of trying to produce calm but rather of
seizing the opportunity to come to terms with the problem, developing its dyna-
mic in a non-violent manner. In order to make the positive aspects of conflict
productive and to support social change, foreign actors, both governmental and
non-governmental, need to work together. Their roles are complementary. In
practical terms this means regular exchanges and steady commitment. The job
of government in Track I negotiations must be to promote the emergence of a
legal framework in which NGOs will be able to operate. NGOs on the other hand
will be free to establish a more political position. As for local partner organizati-
ons, their task is to mobilize and motivate the civilian population. This in fact
serves as a reminder of KOFF’s strengths: providing Switzerland with a platform
on which the government and NGOs are able to work together, and coordinating
their efforts as peace policy actors. Aided by this coordination local peacebuil-
ding actors can make a constructive contribution – an approach which is again
based on a partnership between local civil society and government institutions.
Looking forward the goal will be to further strengthen KOFF’s profile as a public
good, offering expert services in a meaningful way both in Switzerland and in
regions affected by conflict. 19.06.2011

Further information:

KOFF Ursula Keller

Author:

swisspeace Jonas Heller

mailto:ursula.keller@swisspeace.ch
mailto:jonas.heller@swisspeace.ch
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Hirondelle News

Fondation Hirondelle

News from Swiss NGOs

Further information:

Hirondelle News

Samuel Turpin 

Fondation Hirondelle

Caroline Vuillemin 

Hirondelle News Expands Activities in the Area of
International Justice
The Hirondelle News media arm of the Fondation Hirondelle has been providing
information on the progress of legal proceedings in relation to the 1994 Rwanda
genocide since 1997. This concerns, above all, the work of the International Cri-
minal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), then the trials initiated by national legal autho-
rities and finally the so-called Gacacas, the courts of Rwanda’s communities.
Hirondelle News is the only news agency that provides reports in four languages:
English, French Kiswahili and Kinyarwanda. Its archives contain more than 17’000
reports on this difficult work devoted to justice and reconciliation. Subscribers to
the service include the international media, news agencies, universities, NGOs
and private individuals, who receive information daily on the latest trial develop-
ments. This news is also accessible on line at www.hirondellenews.com. Weekly
audio summaries are available for radio stations. From time to time the agency
offers a few dozen African journalists training in international justice and the
reporting of legal affairs.

Since the beginning of 2011 the Hirondelle News has covered trials before the
International Criminal Court, in particular those concerning the Democratic Repu-
blic of Congo (DRC), the Central African Republic (CAR) and Sudan. This has been
especially helpful with three Fondation Hirondelle projects: Radio Ndeke Luka in
the CAR, Radio Okapi in the DRC and Miraya FM in Sudan. All three radio stations
have a wide audience and thus reach the greatest possible number of those
affected by the progress of international justice, albeit a justice that is physically
far removed. With a potential audience of over 50 million, Hirondelle’s media
ensures the greatest possible dissemination of the workings of international ju-
stice and is thus itself an instrument for reconciliation and stability. 05.05.2011
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Switzerland
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International Peace
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Global Day of Action on Military Spending
On the eleventh of April, the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI) revealed its figures for military spending worldwide in 2010. Though still
on the rise to as much 1’630 billion dollars, the growth is slowing down and or
even regressing in Europe. However, according to calculations made by the In-
ternational Peace Bureau, this is still five times more than the 329 billion needed
to fulfill the millennium development goals, and therefore all basic human needs.

To raise awareness of this unacceptable situation, the 12th of April was declared
„Global day of action on military spending“. More than one hundred „peace“
events where organized that day around the world. In Geneva, members of the
International Peace Bureau, of GSsA (Group for a Switzerland without army) and
of APRED made an economic visual graphic on the Place des Nations showing a

http://hirondellenews.com
http://www.hirondelle.org/
mailto:STurpin@hirondelle.org
mailto:cvuillemin@hirondelle.org
http://hirondellenews.com
http://www.demilitarize.org
http://www.demilitarize.org
www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/Aktuell/aktuell.html
www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/Aktuell/aktuell.html
http://www.demilitarisation.org/spip/
http://www.gssa.ch/spip/
http://ipb.org/i/index.html
http://ipb.org/i/index.html
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huge column of boxes for military spending and eight small columns represen-
ting the millennium goals. Women for Peace wrote a letter to all the Federal
Counselors asking them to consider the issue of military spending when making
aid decisions in such way that it would improve the lives of those that most need
it. A seminar was then organized on military spending, at which many officials
and representatives to the UN came. The UN High Representative for disarma-
ment affairs sent a written statement in which he recalls that the UN Charter
demands the establishment of peace and security through the least possible
diversion of resources for armaments (§ 26). As the figures show, the imbalance
is still huge and to set the objectives of spending policies on human well-being
rather than on defense, such a day of action will happen again next year.

23.05.2011

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

APRED Christophe Barbey 
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cfd: Political

Mentoring

Brigitte Arn und Lena

Emch-Fassnacht:

„Drehscheibe zwischen

Bevölkerung, Verwal-

tung und Behörden.“

Terra cognita 17/2010

„Citoyenneté“-

Partizipation neu

denken. Empfehlungen

der Eidgenössischen

Kommission für

Migrationsfragen

Further information:

cfd Mithra Akhbari

Participating – Sharing: Political Mentoring
with Immigrants
Participation means not only having access to institutions, goods and services,
but also the possibility of truly joining in the process of forming opinions and
making decisions. Foreigners, many of them well integrated, make up over 20%
of the Swiss population. However, they are underrepresented in parent-teacher
associations, club committees, neighborhood reunions, commissions and politi-
cal parties and have a very low profile as actors in social and political processes.
Uncertainties, fear and lack of information are barriers to the active participation
of immigrants. And yet consistent participation of immigrants in decision making
processes is a logical deduction from the principle of democracy.

Against this background, the feminist peace organization cfd launched a political
mentoring program for migrants entitled „Participating – Sharing“, offering them
a framework in which to develop social and political participation. Women with
an immigrant background (mentees) who wish to play a lasting role in shaping
social life in Switzerland and develop networking and other skills, are put in
contact with actors who already have experience in civil society and political
commitments. These mentors act as chaperones to the mentees who thus gain
access to networks and can take advantage of the formers’ know-how and
experience. At the same time the institutions in which the mentors operate be-
come sensitized to the idea of social and political participation by immigrants. cfd
offers participants additional important background information and training in-
cluding political education, dealing with the media, public speaking and much
more. 24.05.2011

mailto:cb@apred.ch
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/migration/aktivitaeten/polmentoring.php
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/migration/aktivitaeten/polmentoring.php
http://www.terra-cognita.ch/17/arn_emch.pdf
http://www.terra-cognita.ch/17/arn_emch.pdf
http://www.terra-cognita.ch/17/arn_emch.pdf
http://www.ekm.admin.ch/de/dokumentation/doku/empf_citoyennete.pdf
http://www.ekm.admin.ch/de/dokumentation/doku/empf_citoyennete.pdf
http://www.ekm.admin.ch/de/dokumentation/doku/empf_citoyennete.pdf
mailto:mithra.akhbari@cfd-ch.org
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SCI Switzerland

„Living Together“ – a Peacebuilding Project for
Young People
The Service Civil International (SCI) is a worldwide network of volunteers active
in the field of peace work. This year SCI Switzerland is involved in a project with
GAIA Kosovo. This relatively new organization is committed to peacebuilding at
the grassroots level in Kosovo. The approach is based on understanding and
solidarity between people of different backgrounds and the integration of mino-
rities in society.

Young people in the project who accept this objective are given the tools neces-
sary to put their own ideas into practice. In the first phase of international trai-
ning they learn the rudiments of project management. This enables them to
develop their own ideas for little projects that can be implemented at home after
the seminar. In Summer the participants attend a work camp. And in the Fall
there is an evaluation seminar and leadership training in Kosovo. In this way
they learn the project planning process, from implementation to evaluation. In-
tercultural exchanges are made possible through collaboration with volunteers
from various other countries in the Balkans as well as Switzerland, thus foste-
ring tolerance and understanding across national, ethnic and social frontiers.

Work camps in Plemetina, Kosovo, are also part of the project. These include a
wide range of activities such as repairing buildings of use to the community, as
well as social and cultural activities with other youths. In all cases international
volunteers work with local people and have to deal with intercultural cohabita-
tion and questions regarding minorities. 19.05.2011

Further information:

SCI Alexandra Strebel

News from Swiss Government Agencies
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Peace Mediation

Course

FDFA: Peace and

Security

Mediation Support

Project

CSS: Center for

Security Studies

Further information:

FDFA Murezi Michael 

Peace Mediation Course 2011
Mediation and support for peace processes are key components of Switzerland’s
foreign policy. In an effort to meet the demand for experts in these tasks, the
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) in collaboration with the Mediation
Support Project (swisspeace and CSS, ETH Zurich) this year offered the fourth
Peace Mediation Course.
The 23 participants, all of whom have had experience in conflict areas, were
from 18 different nationalities. They included a number of individuals from conflict
areas in which the FDFA is active, together with participants from the FDFA and
from the United Nations. During 12 days they dealt with the most important
topics, concepts and techniques of mediation in peace processes. As well as
modules on negotiation and mediation techniques, methods of conflict analysis
and for the design of mediation processes, the course offered separate units on
such topics as dealing with the past, power sharing and gender. Modules dealing
with theory were supported by a great many role playing sessions and practical
exercises designed to apply theoretical knowledge.
The participants were able to benefit from the wide experience of the nine
trainers and mediation experts from Switzerland and abroad. The course ended
with a discussion with Ambassador Claude Wild in which specific dilemmas in
mediation were discussed from a Swiss perspective. 20.05.2011

http://www.scich.org
mailto:alexandra.strebel@scich.org
http://www.peacemediation.ch/pmc/goal/
http://www.peacemediation.ch/pmc/goal/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/mediation/about/mediation-support-project.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/topics/mediation/about/mediation-support-project.html
http://www.css.ethz.ch/
http://www.css.ethz.ch/
mailto:Murezi.Michael@eda.admin.ch


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 98 1 0

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo FriEnt
The Working Group on Development and Peace (FriEnt) celebrates its 10th an-
niversary. The subject of the Focus article in the current FriEnt Impulse is „Chal-
lenges facing peace-related development policy“.

Conciliation Resources
Conciliation Resources (CR) has published a commentary on the latest World
Development Report of the World Bank. Among other things it focuses on the
challenge of cross-border conflict dynamics as discussed in the Report, with
reference to CR’s own insights and experiences.

GIZ
The GIZ extends invitations to this year’s Eschborner Fachtage     (Eschborn
Dialogue) in Eschborn-Frankfurt, 21-22 June. Representatives from politics,
the private sector and civil society will exchange views on „Business respon-
sibility and sustainable development: new directions for national economies?“
and discuss the opportunities and challenges of a structural transformation
towards a sustainable economy.

Academy for Conflict Transformation
The Academy for Conflict Transformation (forumZFD) has for a long time offe-
red a series of self-learning courses on topics such as the conflict transfor-
mation model according to Diana Francis, actor mapping according to J. P.
Lederach, Do no Harm, the Logframe Model, the Galtung violence triangle and
much more. The list of topics is still being expanded.
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo This year KOFF is offering a four-part training series on the following topics:
- Designing and Facilitating Dialogue

- Dealing with Survivors of Traumatizing Violence

- Conflict Sensitivity in Practice

- Peacebuilder’s Security Management: A Road Map

The Society for Threatened Peoples (GfbV) is to hold a panel discussion on
the following subject: „Is Brazil’s hunger for growth a threat to the survival of
Amazonas and its indigenous peoples?“. Leading the discussion will be Tema
Monteiro, an expert in Brazilian politics, and the CEO of GfbV, Christoph Wied-
mer. Time: 19h30. Venues: Basel (6 June), Zurich (7 June) and Berne (8 June).

Conflict Dynamics International and swisspeace are jointly organizing an Ad-
vanced Training Course on Humanitarian Negotiations. The course will
take place from 19-22 September 2011 in Geneva. It is tailored to the
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http://www.c-r.org/
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http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Projects/KOFF/KOFF_Training_Series_2011.pdf
http://www.gfbv.ch/pdf/Flyer%20Amazonas%20Telma%20Monteiro%20Podium%20Juni%202011.pdf
http://www.cdint.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/mediation
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Topics/Mediation/Activities/Flyer_Advanced_Course_on_Humanitarian_Negotiations.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Topics/Mediation/Activities/Flyer_Advanced_Course_on_Humanitarian_Negotiations.pdf
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specific circumstances humanitarian workers are confronted with such as ne-
gotiating humanitarian access and engaging with non-state armed groups. It
is designed for a maximum of 30 humanitarian practitioners at mid and senior
level with direct experiences of humanitarian negotiations. The deadline for
application is 15 August 2011.

As part of the celebrations of „50 years SDC – more than aid“ the
Käfigturm in Bern is hosting a series of German language events such as
„Growing world population, dwindling resources… What should be expected
from development cooperation in the future?“ on 7 June at 20h00. Two other
events will take place in June at lunch time: „The World Bank in action – two
examples from Africa“and „Haiti after the earthquake – from emergency reli-
ef to long term cooperation“.

A detailed program and the electronic registration form for this year’s Interna-
tional Caux Conferences are now available. Register now for „Transform
yourself – Transform the world around you“ (3-8 July), „Caux Forum for
Human Security“ (10-17 July), „Learning to live in a multicultural world. Dias-
pora and peacemaking in Europe“ (26-31 July) and/or „Trust and integrity in
the global economy“ (2-8 August).

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Publications
Between Forgetfulness and Remembrance. Strategies for
Dealing with a Difficult Past
That vigilant remembrance of past war crimes can prevent their repetition is by
no means a proven fact for the renowned historian Christian Meier. Reason
enough to wonder if it would not be better then to lay the past to rest. From
antiquity until well into the 20th century the main strategy for coming to terms
collectively with the wars, civil wars and revolutions of the past was amnesty –
in primal words, not remembering. Severe punishment was quickly meted out to
those held mainly responsible while the majority were more or less left in peace.
The dictate of forgetfulness was considered as the conditio sine qua non for
living safely together.

A situation entirely new to world history, in so far as putting a public face on a
difficult past is concerned, is that which Germany was confronted with at the
end of World War II. For a nadir of cruelty had been reached with the systematic
elimination of six million Jews. There can be no question of forgetting a genoci-
de. In the years after 1945 remembrance, as a way of dealing with the past,
achieved new respectability. Examples are the Truth Commissions created in
South Africa, the former Yugoslavia and Chile.

Even so, there can be no final solution for the conflict that pits demands for
justice (imperative of remembrance) against the need to achieve peaceful coha-
bitation (dictate of forgetfulness). For Meier this means that every new upheaval
or war means taking a fresh look at the question.
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Conflict Monitors Website
The Human Security Report Project announces a new website to host the Con-
flict Monitors. The Conflict Monitors are designed to provide concise and current
information on peace and security issues on countries in crisis. At present, the
site focuses on two countries: Afghanistan and Pakistan. The Monitors connect
busy professionals and policy-makers with high quality research and analysis.
Pairing the latest news with related research, the Monitors provide daily brie-
fings on emerging issues and immediate access to the best available data and
analysis on conflict-related issues in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Over 1’000 re-
search and news sources feed into this website. The daily news are complemen-
ted with background information on the conflict, its history and new research
findings. Links to a variety of sources are provided for each story or topic to
highlight diverse perspectives including the views of populations directly affected
by violence.

Subscribers can receive updates to the Monitors by email or RSS feed free of
charge. 09.05.2011

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Conflict Monitors

Website

Web Tip

 Although Meier is quite convincing in presenting his argument in this essay, the
underlying premise that remembrance/justice and forgetfulness/peace form a
dichotomy is questionable. Moreover, the fact is that Truth Commissions try to
create the conditions for peace and reconciliation through remembrance as a
means of dealing with the past. 12.05.2011
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