
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Catalyzing Reflection on dialogue processes among parties in Myanmar 
 

 
Background and Context 
 
swisspeace has been engaged in Myanmar for several years and has always closely worked with local 
partners. In April 2013, swisspeace launched a documentation project that provided support to local 
partners in researching, drafting, and producing a publication that critically analyzes the current peace 
process. The uncertainty of the future propels many actors to act as quickly and as ambitiously as they can 
with their respective programming. These factors, coupled with pressure from many different sources 
including the military, the government, and international actors do not allow for much ‘breathing space’ for 
actors to step back and reflect on their own activities. The publication series seeks to provide this ‘breathing 
space’ by giving the opportunity to Myanmar partners to analyze the different dimensions of the peace 
process. 

The Publications in the Three-Part Series 

The Catalyzing Reflection project has produced three high-quality publications that reveal just how complex 
the peace processes are, and how much work remains to be done on the road to peace. The project also 
showcases how much expertise Myanmar nationals hold – not just on their own respective themes (e.g. 
gender, ceasefires, and civil society) – but on how their particular dimension impacts Myanmar’s broader 
political equation. Asking Myanmar nationals directly involved in the peace process to research and write 
their own publication is a unique approach which stands apart from the plethora of publications in the same 
style that have resulted from international actors’ research. The following section describes the publications 
in greater detail. 
 
 
 

Looking at the Current Peace Process in Myanmar through 
a Gender Lens is written by the Gender and Development 
Initiative Myanmar. It is one of the most comprehensive 
publications on this area, with over 38 respondents from a 
wide cross-section of peace process actors, aggregated by 
sex and specific role in the peace talks. It delivers strong 
recommendations to the government, EAOs, the 
international community, and to Myanmar organizations 
themselves on how to include women in the peace process.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The second publication, Understanding Myanmar’s Peace 
Process: Ceasefire Agreements is written by Min Zaw Oo of 
the Myanmar Peace Center (in his personal capacity). It 
provides an overview of the complexity of the Myanmar 
ceasefire processes, written by an individual directly 
involved in the ceasefire talks. It is particularly significant as 
it makes information accessible to local, national and 
international actors after years of heavy information 
controls, especially on extremely sensitive political and 
security-related issues. 
 
 

http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Catalyzing_Reflections_1_2014.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Catalyzing_Reflections_1_2014.pdf


 

 

 
Civil Society Contributions to Myanmar’s Current Peace 
Process, written by the Shalom (Nyein) Foundation, is the 
third publication of the series. It attempts to provide more 
information and clarity on what role civil society plays in 
different places along the spectrum from armed conflict to 
eventual peace. It debunks the notion that civil society 
‘died’ under the military regime, but argues that it simply 
found alternatives and creative ways of working that are 
now unique to the country.  
 

 

Key Success Factors 

Several key factors have made this particular project successful at this point in time: 
 

 
• Firstly, the Catalyzing Reflection project has proved successful because of the strength of the 

partners involved in this project. These partners had a high level of expertise and a deep 
knowledge of the language, culture, context, and conflict. They also had access to information that 
was only available to people working directly on the peace process.  

 
• Secondly, the themes were chosen in consultation with the partners, with swisspeace asking the 

partners directly which theme they thought to be the most relevant for them. Given the complexity 
of the conflict, many other dimensions could have been explored as well, but promoting local 
organizations’ ownership for their own publication allowed the project to discuss current and 
relevant themes. 

 
• Thirdly, maintaining flexibility was a key factor to the project’s realization. A key aspect was the 

ability to stay flexible with timelines and tailoring support to each organization’s specific needs. 
 
 

The extraordinary changes that have swept through Myanmar in the last three years represent the best 
window of opportunity in years to find a peaceful solution to armed conflict. However, it is important to 
remember (as international supporters) that there is much more happening during the political, social and 
economic transitions in Myanmar than that which meets the eye or that which is expressed to the 
international community. Thus, the project aims to delve deeper into different dimensions of the peace 
process through a complementary and ‘light footprint’ approach.  It aims to support the peace process by 
building capacity on open political expression through writing and research in a place that has been 
deprived of it for a long time and where asking questions and reporting is still relatively new. It hopes to 
serve as an example and possible pilot project for those who are interested in supporting national actors on 
road to the end of violent conflict and towards a sustainable peace. 
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