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Glossary 

AfP Alliance for Peacebuilding
B&P Business and Peace
CCAS Center for Civilian Assistance to the Search of the Missing People
CDA Collaborative for Development Action
CSS Center for Security Studies, ETH Zurich
DSF German Foundation for Peace Research
ETH Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich
FAST Early analysis of tense situations and fact finding
FDFA Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
FEWER Forum on Early Warning and Early Response
GTZ German Technical Cooperation
HEKS Swiss Interchurch Aid
ICRC International Committee of the Red Cross
IHEID Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, Geneva
IPPP International Peace and Prosperity Project
KOFF Center for Peacebuilding
MSP Mediation Support Project
NADEL Postgraduate Course on Developing Countries (ETH Zurich)
NCCR National Centre of Competence in Research
PA IV Political Affairs Division IV (FDFA)
PMGL Peace Mission of General Lebed
SDC Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
SER State Secretariat for Education and Research
SIDA Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency
SLM Sudan Liberation Movement
SNSF Swiss National Science Foundation
WP1 Work Package 1 «Governance and Conflict» (NCCR)
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A year marked by ups and downs

In peacebuilding and peace policy, success 
is always relative. No matter how hard  
we try, we shall never see a total end to 
violent conflicts either within or between 
states. Although statistically the number 
of conflicts diminished slightly in 2008, 
their intensity did not. At the same time, 
the media only focused its attention on  
a few selected conflicts more or less  
regularly depending on the competing 
headlines.

Against this background swisspeace con-
tinued its efforts in the areas of peace 
research and peacebuilding in 2008. The 
anniversary year was marked by a new 
series of public events. Various projects 
were launched, continued or brought 
to a close. Our publications and newly 
designed website present our work well. 
We are delighted that the State Secre-
tariat for Education and Research (SER) 
decided to increase the subsidy we 
receive for research. Our cooperation with 
the Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of 
the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
(FDFA) has become closer and now rests 
on a solid basis, thanks to a new frame-
work agreement. On the downside, we 
have not yet succeeded in establishing 
a successor project to the abandoned 
FAST political early warning program, 
and hence the expertise gained in the 
area is still waiting to be utilized.

In December 2008 elections were held  
for members of the Foundation Board for 
another four-year term. The retiring  
members at the end of 2008 were  
Christiane Langenberger, former member 
of the Swiss Council of States; Dr. h.c.  
Jürg Krummenacher, former Director of 
Caritas; Prof. Wolf Linder, Director of the 
Institute of Political Science, University  
of Bern; and Ueli Vischer, former Finance 
Director of the Canton of Basel. swiss-
peace takes this opportunity to express its 
gratitude to them for their intensive and 
long-standing service on the Board – in 
the case of Wolf Linder since the founding 
of swisspeace 20 years ago. A warm 
thank-you also goes to the 13 remaining 
members for their continued efforts. 
Finally, we are happy to welcome the  
following new members to the Founda-
tion Board: National Councilor Martine 
Brunschwig Graf (Geneva); Erwin  
Dahinden, Head of International Rela-
tions, Swiss Armed Forces (Bern); Hugo 
Fasel, Director of Caritas (Lucerne); Ueli 
Mäder, Professor of Sociology, University 
of Basel; Géraldine Savary of the Swiss 
Council of States (Lausanne); and Fréderic 
Varone, Professor of Political Science at 
the University of Geneva. Katharina  
Eggenberger of the State Secretariat for 
Education and Research has been granted 
permanent observer status.

Hans-Balz Peter
President
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Peace research overcomes initial political 
resistance
The first efforts to found a Swiss conflict 
and peacekeeping research institute can 
be traced back to the year 1955. Despite 
widespread support, two attempts to 
win the backing of parliament ended in 
failure. It was above all the center-right 
parties and the military who regarded 
this new discipline of peace and con-
flict research with suspicion. The half a 
million francs needed for the institute’s 
operating costs – less than one-thou-
sandth of military spending – was consid-
ered excessive. It wasn’t until the 1980s 
that the churches and the newly growing 
peace movement finally managed to pres-
sure parliament on behalf of the institute. 
Fruitful collaboration between religious 
and academic circles and those respon-
sible for military and foreign policy led 
to the first breakthrough at the Lenzburg 
talks of 1984 and 1985. The foundation 
stone had at last been laid.

The founding
The Swiss Peace Foundation swisspeace 
came into being on 18 August 1988 with 
100 founding members and an endow-
ment capital of 35,000 francs. Since the 
beginning, the governing board has con-
sisted of persons having a wide spec-
trum of views on peace policy. The Gov-
erning Board’s first President Alexandre 
Hay, former President of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, made the 
following point in his speech at the foun-
dation ceremony: «Peace research will 
only pay dividends if it maintains an equal 

The Swiss Peace Foundation swisspeace 
was founded after a long and difficult 
struggle on 18 August 1988. In the 20 
years since its foundation, the initial  
one-man operation has developed into  
a medium-sized research institute with  
an enviable national and international 
reputation.

During the Cold War, Switzerland’s peace 
and security policy essentially relied on 
security policy instruments in the frame-
work of a general defense concept. Active 
peacebuilding, on the other hand, was 
accorded only marginal importance and 
peace research was not rated highly in 
political circles.

20 years of swisspeace



7

A success story against all odds
Peace research was neglected for many 
years, mainly due to party political and 
financial policy reasons. Even today the 
foundation lives hand to mouth in a con-
stant battle for funds. Nonetheless, its 
start as a private initiative to its integra-
tion in Switzerland’s peace policy, makes 
swisspeace a genuine success story. 
Although subject to political trends, the 
foundation’s existence is not threatened 
and its national and international repu-
tation as a center of peace research and 
peacebuilding remains excellent.

Christa Dold
Head of Communications
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peace movement, and if it develops its 
own strategy.»

Founding member and manager of the 
institute, Günther Baechler, focused his 
attention mainly on ecology and con-
flict, the East-West dichotomy and peace-
keeping. Other concerns included the 
North-South conflict and structural vio-
lence. Although the federal government 
contributed to individual projects, it was 
reluctant to provide basic funding for 
swisspeace on a regular basis. In 1996, 
after two attempts in parliament, the Fed-
eral Council finally accepted swisspeace 
as an institution worthy of support in 
accordance with Article 16 of the Fed-
eral Research Act and endowed it with an 
annual financial contribution.

Development of services
On the occasion of its 10-year anniversary, 
swisspeace moved from basic to applied 
research in an effort to make concrete, 
science-based contributions to the pre-
vention of violent conflicts. It expanded 
its services to policy advice, notably in the 
area of early warning. The founding of the 
Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) in 2001 
was intended to provide a platform for 
advice and information exchange for both 
state and non-state actors. In the same 
year, swisspeace launched its first field 
project, the Afghan Civil Society Forum. 
This soon led to projects in the areas of 
mediation, human security, and the role  
of the private sector in areas of conflict.

Taken from the 20th anniversary brochure 
«swisspeace 1988–2008». This 60-page 
commemorative issue relates the history 
of the Swiss Peace Foundation, contains 
portraits of leading members and articles 
on various aspects of peace research and 
peacebuilding.  
Download at www.swisspeace.org 
or order a free hard copy from 
info@swisspeace.ch,
Tel. +41 (0)31 330 12 12.
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Well poised for future challenges

The 20th anniversary of swisspeace was 
celebrated in style at Köniz Castle and 
then again with a two-day annual  
conference and internal workshop on 
10–11 November at the Gurten in Bern. 
The anniversary was, however, not an 
occasion for euphoria since the FAST 
political early warning program, one of 
the swisspeace flagship projects, had to 
be terminated in April 2008 resulting in 
the dismissal of almost one-fourth of the 
staff. Although thanks to FAST swisspeace 
earned an excellent reputation with inter-
national experts over the past decade,  
the political intent to continue funding 
the program at home and abroad evapo-
rated. Despite this setback, however, 
swisspeace can look back on a successful 
anniversary year. The foundation managed 
to position itself convincingly in areas it 
had only begun to develop recently in 
past years, laying a solid foundation for 
further expansion.

Highlights in 2008
The highlights of the year include various 
activities in the framework of the Medi-
ation Support Project (MSP) in which 
swisspeace has offered rapid, discreet and 
tailor-made services in collaboration with 
the Center for Security Studies of the ETH 
Zurich, the Federal Department of For-
eign Affairs (FDFA) and also international 
actors. The first ever three-week basic 
training course in international media-
tion, a workshop for UN personnel in New 
York, and a workshop for the training of 
conflict parties in Africa have earned the 
MSP an excellent reputation with inter-

Twenty years after its foundation, 
swisspeace, the only Swiss-wide platform  
on peace research and dialogue, is in 
greater demand than ever. However, 
peace research and policy are also subject 
to market cycles. In its anniversary year, 
swisspeace had to make significant cuts 
in its early warning activities. An impres-
sive record of success nonetheless shows 
that swisspeace can look forward to a 
promising future.
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ices it provides to mediators. The year 
also saw considerable development and 
expansion in the area of «Dealing with 
the Past». Consulting activities on Kosovo, 
carried out for several years in the frame-
work of an FDFA mandate, also produced 
concrete results and led to the hiring of 
additional staff. In mediation and Deal-
ing with the Past swisspeace has distin-
guished itself thanks to an approach that 
is both substantive in content and prac-
tical in application. The foundation will 
continue to systematically develop these 
areas of expertise in the years ahead.

Contribution to civil peacebuilding
There has again been considerable inter-
est from non-governmental organiza-
tions and state actors in the civil peace-
building services offered by the Center for 
Peacebuilding (KOFF). KOFF continues to 
be the only platform promoting nation-
wide exchanges between Swiss actors in 
civil peacebuilding. While it would be pre-
sumptuous to assert that the objective of 
a coherent Swiss peace policy has been 
achieved, KOFF can rightfully claim none-
theless to have made a substantial con-
tribution towards that end. The FDFA 
contract for the financing of KOFF was 
renewed for another three years at the 
end of 2008.

A critical hands-on approach 
In the framework of the NCCR North-
South «Governance and Conflict» Work 
Package, nine doctoral candidates exam-
ined the concept of «statehood» in the 
year under review, both in Switzerland 
and abroad in the Ivory Coast, Sudan 
and Ethiopia. The goal is to move beyond 
the so-called «fragile» or «weak» states 
debate and explore the definitions other 
societies have of statehood. Thanks to 
this research swisspeace hopes to go 
beyond the technocratic daily routine and 
take a more critical look at peacebuild-
ing, thus contributing to the further devel-
opment of peace policy. It is no coinci-
dence that the title of the swisspeace 
annual conference in this anniversary year 
was «Peace Policy: From Ideology to Prag-
matism?» The conference was meant to 
counter the criticism that purely techni-
cal discussions about the methods and 
instruments of peacebuilding are sidelin-
ing the discipline’s claim to explore and 
theorize about the most basic questions 
of peace and conflict. The lively and con-
structive discussions of Swiss and for-
eign academic experts and practitioners 
have shown that there is great untapped 
potential in this field. During the coming 
20 years swisspeace will again have much 
to contribute.

Laurent Goetschel Heinz Krummenacher 
Director Chief Executive Officer
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KOFF can look back on a productive year. 
There was a high demand for its various 
consulting and training services through-
out the year. The numerous «platform» 
events were very well frequented and 
fostered joint strategy discussions and 
learning processes among Swiss peace-
building actors. Also during the year the 
KOFF Newsletter could again increase its 
already high profile among specialists 
both at home and abroad. The number of 
KOFF member organizations continues to 
rise and amounted to 47 Swiss non-gov-
ernmental organizations by the end of the 
year, plus the Federal Department of For-
eign Affairs (FDFA).

More than 17,000 persons are still 
reported missing in the Balkans as a 
result of the recent war. This constitutes  
a heavy burden for both the families and 
the societies concerned. KOFF addressed 
this problem in 2008 in the context of a 
comprehensive consulting mandate from 
the FDFA on Dealing with the Past. Ko -
sovo-related consulting activities, which 
have continued for a number of years, 
were intensified in the course of 2008 and 
this positive dynamic yielded specific 
action-related results: Consultations took 
place with state and non-state actors  
as well as with Kosovo-Albanian and 
Ko sovo-Serbian missing persons’ associa-
tions. These stakeholders discussed con-
crete measures that could spur the search 
for missing persons and clarify the legal 
status of surviving family members. Con-
sulting services were also provided for 
NGO member organizations. KOFF con-
ducted a mid-term review of a dialogue 
and reconciliation program in the Cauca-
sus on behalf of the Swiss Interchurch Aid. 
The Center for Peacebuilding also advised 
international clients, such as the German 
Technical Cooperation (GTZ), in the frame-
work of a major backstopping mandate 
on capacity building for their Colombian 
Cercapaz Program.

Successful training courses
KOFF training courses covering various 
aspects of peacebuilding were among 
the year’s highlights. These advanced 
training courses received a very favora-
ble response from national and interna-
tional professionals in the area of peace-

A productive year for KOFF
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building and development cooperation. 
All courses were fully booked within a 
short period and one course was held 
twice due to the high demand. KOFF also 
participated in training sessions for var-
ious partner organizations and again 
offered a one-week education session on 
«Peacebuilding in International Cooper-
ation» for the Postgraduate Course on 
Developing Countries (NADEL/ETHZ) at 
the Federal Institute of Technology Zurich. 
Finally, KOFF provided tailor-made train-
ing courses for member organizations 
and international clients, for example the 
Swedish International Development Coop-
eration Agency (SIDA).

Room for reflection and dialogue
In the course of the year, KOFF organized 
and moderated more than 20 Roundtable 
events, working groups and ‘community 
of practice’ meetings on various countries 
and topics. These events enabled Swiss 
state and non-state actors to discuss lat-
est developments and challenges and 
to critically reflect their respective roles 
and strategies. KOFF is the only institu-
tion that promotes a structured exchange 
on peacebuilding and peace policy on a 
national level, thus, the member organi-
zations’ continuous interest in participat-
ing in these forums does not come as a 
surprise.

KOFF’s targeted measures to spread 
its newsletter to an even wider audi-
ence managed to more than double the 
number of subscribers, which by the end 
of 2008 amounted to around 5,500. 

A sharp increase was noted in the 
number of subscribers abroad amount-
ing to a good half of today’s readership. 
The feedback concerning the newslet-
ter, particularly from national and interna-
tional organizations and Swiss embassies 
around the world, has consistently been 
very positive.

Outlook
Roundtables will take place on a regular 
basis in 2009 on Guatemala, Israel/Pales-
tine, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Southeast 
Europe, and, for the first time, on Afri-
ca’s Great Lakes Region. There will also 
be occasional roundtables on Afghani-
stan and Iraq. Efforts will be made to fur-
ther develop KOFF’s thematic focus areas 
– Dealing with the Past, gender & peace-
building and conflict sensitivity. In each 
of these areas KOFF will continue to offer 
advisory services, advanced training and 
networking platforms. In 2009 a particular 
focus will be put on questions of impact 
orientation and measuring the impact of 
peacebuilding interventions.

Anita Müller
KOFF Program Director
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«North-South network» is starting to take shape

State, conflict and the economy
swisspeace’s research efforts in the con-
text of WP1 are focused on two areas – 
the dynamics of institutional change 
affecting states in Africa and Latin Amer-
ica («Negotiating Statehood») and the 
relationship between the economy, con-
flict and peace («Conflict and Economy»). 
Of the nine doctoral candidates partici-
pating in 2008, four were active in Swit-
zerland and two of them at swisspeace. 
The remaining five were based in Côte 
d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Tanzania and Nepal.

Research on ‘negotiating statehood’ fol-
lows two complementary tracks. Based on 
the examples of Southern Sudan and Ethi-
opia, the first approach shows how the 
state is present in rural areas, for instance 
as a result of the decentralization of 
administration, while remaining practi-
cally absent at the same time due to lack 
of financial resources. Thus, paradoxically, 
the state builds itself by means of paral-
lel networks of power and resource dis-
tribution which are often based on clan 
and ethnic group membership. The sec-
ond approach attempts to demonstrate 
the ways in which social categories based 
on gender, ethnicity, nationality, and indi-
vidual identity are mobilized in debates 
about the re-definition of state institu-
tions, particularly in the context of vio-
lent conflicts. This research focuses on 
Côte d’Ivoire as well as Bolivia and Peru. 
Thanks to a consulting mandate from 
Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
(FDFA) on the political role of the tradi-

Since 2001 swisspeace has been a mem-
ber of the National Centre of Competence 
in Research (NCCR North-South), which 
is a broad, interdisciplinary network of 
researchers and institutes on four conti-
nents all trying to reflect on and imple-
ment ways to promote sustainable devel-
opment. In 2008 the network took a step 
towards institutionalization. This was 
made possible by the Swiss National Sci-
ence Foundation’s support for a doctoral 
program, which is tied to the universi-
ties of Basel, Bern and Zurich as well as to 
swisspeace.

As a partner of the NCCR North-South, 
which is financed by the Swiss National 
Science Foundation (SNSF) and the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooper-
ation (SDC), swisspeace is in charge of 
the Work Package entitled «Governance 
& Conflict» (WP1). In the framework of 
WP1 swisspeace works with the Gradu-
ate Institute of International and Devel-
opment Studies (IHEID) in Geneva and the 
University of Basel. 
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tional authorities in Southern Sudan, the 
transfer of certain research results to the 
practice is ensured.

There are also two approaches to 
researching the relationship between con-
flict and economy. One approach deals 
with tourism as a possible source of con-
flict on the local level and tries to assess 
its potential for preventing and mitigating 
conflicts. This research is being conducted 
in Nepal, Tanzania and Kenya. The second 
approach focuses on the circulation of 
goods which are of particular importance 
to a country – e.g. khat, a shrub whose 
leaves are chewed in Ethiopia as a daily 
drug, or cacao in the Ivory Coast. Unfor-
tunately, the dissertation which since 
August 2007 had been devoted to study-
ing the political economy of cacao was 
discontinued in November 2008. The pub-
lication of an annotated bibliography at 
the beginning of 2009 should nonetheless 
make it possible to utilize its findings.

New doctoral program on peace and  
state building
In 2008 the Swiss National Science Foun-
dation (SNSF) provided swisspeace with 
the funding for a three-year research 
project concerning the relationship 
between peace and state building in 
Africa: «Making Peace, Constructing 
States. Peace Agreements and the Dynam-
ics of Statehood in post-conflict Africa.» 
This project is part of a doctoral program 
(ProDoc) that has grown out of the col-
laboration between five NCCR North-
South member institutions. Thanks to 

this project, swisspeace has been able to 
finance two new doctoral dissertations 
beginning January 2009. These will exam-
ine the question of how key components 
of a peace process, such as Dealing with 
the Past and mediation strategies, influ-
ence the dynamics of state reconstruc-
tion. This research is being carried out in 
close cooperation with two operational 
swisspeace projects, the Mediation Sup-
port Project and KOFF. Never before have 
theory and practice blended so concretely 
for the preparation, implementation and 
valorization of a project.

ProDoc also proves to be interesting from 
a structural point of view. It guarantees 
swisspeace a place in the core group  
of institutions from which a «North-South 
network» is gradually beginning to 
emerge as the most likely successor of 
NCCR North-South when the latter 
expires in 2013. The association agree-
ment with the University of Basel, due for 
signing in 2009, is a further step in the 
same direction.

Didier Péclard
Project Coordinator
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Training
One of the highlights of the year was 
the holding of the first Peace Mediation 
Course, which offered diplomats, medi-
ators and other professionals a funda-
mental training in mediation skills. For a 
period of three weeks qualified mediators 
and peace experts trained 20 participants 
from Switzerland and abroad in the tech-
niques and special know-how required 
for mediation. Demand for the course has 
been so great that it will be repeated in 
2009. Another main event in the area of 
training was a workshop for UN personnel 
in New York, which was held for the sec-
ond time. The main focus of this two-day 
workshop with 25 participants was how 
to deal with past human rights violations 
in the context of a mediation process.

Research
The MSP continued its work in the area  
of research. Particularly noteworthy is the 
report «Unpacking the Mystery of Medi-
ation in African Peace Processes», an 
analy sis of 11 mediation case studies 
from various parts of the continent. This 
report was part of the basic documen-
tation provided to participants at the 
annual conference of Political Affairs 
Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs (FDFA).

In collaboration with the Center for 
Peace Mediation of the European Univer-
sity Viadrina and the Humboldt-Viadrina 
School of Governance in Berlin the MSP 
also prepared an evaluation framework 
for mediation activities.

Mediation in Peace Processes

The Mediation Support Project (MSP), a 
joint venture between swisspeace and the 
Center for Security Studies of the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Technology Zurich, 
could increase its supporting role in con-
crete mediation projects in 2008. In par-
ticular, in Africa the MSP was able to 
make important contributions to on-going 
peace processes, in various cases by pro-
viding trainings and, in the case of Darfur, 
by supporting the Swiss mediator there.

The professional and discrete support pro-
vided to mediators and parties to a con-
flict is an essential component for the suc-
cess of a mediation process. It was with 
this in mind that the Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) founded 
the Mediation Support Project in 2005. 
The MSP provides Swiss and also foreign 
mediators with a number of services tai-
lored to their needs. As well as strength-
ening its peace process support capabil-
ity in the year 2008, the MSP successfully 
carried out various activities in the areas 
of training, research and networking.
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Networking
Mediation supporters exchanged views on 
present and planned activities at the very 
first meeting of the «Mediation Support 
Network» in late summer of 2008 in Bern. 
Participants also discussed the possibility 
of closer cooperation as a way of improv-
ing the quality of mediation efforts.
In two separate events mediators from 
Africa, Europe, Latin America and Asia 
looked into the question of how so called 
«insider mediators» are well positioned 
to mediate effectively, despite the close-
ness to a conflict setting and a role that is 
often informal and relatively unknown. 

Process support
During 2008 the MSP made further 
progress in directly supporting medi-
ation processes. In collaboration with the 
United Nations and the FDFA it conducted 
a negotiation workshop for conflicting 
parties in the capital of the Central Afri-
can Republic, Bangui. Representatives 
from the president’s faction, the demo-
cratic opposition, the state, civil society, 
and rebel groups participated in a three-
day event entitled «Dialogue and Nego-
tiation». The aim was to develop skills 
in conducting negotiations with the help 
of practical applications. In Entebbe, 
Uganda, the MSP organized a train-
ing workshop in conflict resolution and 
peacebuilding in the summer for a branch 
of the Sudan Liberation Movement (SLM). 
The course, attended by 40 SLM mem-
bers, consisted of a 10-day introduction 
by recognized experts to such concepts 
as power sharing, the role of women in 

conflicts and negotiating techniques. The 
main objective was to strengthen the 
political leadership through a possible 
union between the SLM and other move-
ments from the region, which would sup-
port the peace process in Darfur.

The MSP will increasingly focus on pro-
viding support for several on-going medi-
a tion processes thanks to the creation of 
a new staff position, which is currently 
devoting most of its time to supporting 
the Swiss mediator in the Darfur conflict.

During the year the MSP strengthened 
its role as a support organization to the 
extent that it is now increasingly recog-
nized and appreciated both inside and 
outside Switzerland. In the future, the 
project plans to extend its offer of serv-
ices to other state actors and interna-
tional organizations. The Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs will continue to 
be our main partner. This collaboration is 
very beneficial to both parties.

Matthias Siegfried
MSP Project Coordinator
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Research remains the strong point  
of Business & Peace

Private sector and peacebuilding
The second main project is a comparative 
study dealing with the positive and nega-
tive factors affecting the business sector’s 
involvement in supporting peace efforts.  
A peaceful environment is in the interest 
of the majority of the private sector.  
However, little is known about the actual 
reasons which make businesses decide  
to support peacebuilding efforts or not.

Tourism as an example
Business & Peace examined this question 
together with the Cologne Business 
School using tourism as the example  
since it is a sector that is particularly  
susceptible to conflicts. The project is 
financed by the German Foundation  
for Peace Research (DSF). 

In 2008, Business & Peace and the 
Cologne Business School, made three-
week field research visits to Croatia, 
Rwanda, and Sri Lanka and analyzed  
the findings in a number of workshops. 
The work is due to be concluded in  
spring 2009.

Ulrike Joras
Project Coordinator Business & Peace

Applied research in the private sector 
and its relation to violent conflicts and 
peace processes remained the main focus 
of Business & Peace in 2008. It concen-
trated primarily on two projects. The first 
is a study on how the local financial sec-
tor may be able to play a role in Nepal’s 
reconstruction process. The second project 
looks at factors that affect a business’s 
decision whether or not to engage in 
peace efforts.

The financial sector acts as a catalyst for 
economic development. The importance 
of financial infrastructure for reconstruc-
tion and peacebuilding has been recog-
nized for some time. To date, however, lit-
tle attention has been paid to the role the 
(local) private financial sector can play in 
reconstruction and peacebuilding.

Financial sector in Nepal
Having investigated this question, Busi-
ness & Peace published a study in 2008 
financed by the Swiss Agency for Devel-
opment and Cooperation (SDC). The study 
focuses on the impact the Nepalese civil 
war has had on various segments of the 
national financial sector (microfinance, 
public and private sector) and offers an 
analysis of the ways in which the finan-
cial sector can support the reconstruction 
process.

B
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Humanitarian Dialogue in Chechnya

Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). Dis-
tribution of questionnaires that serve as 
the basis for the database has now been 
extended to the neighboring republics of 
Dagestan and Ingushetia.

Cooperation with Women
Women continue to play an important 
role in the search for missing persons. 
Representatives from Chechen women’s 
organizations participated in both of the 
working group meetings for management 
of the project in Moscow in 2008. Also 
attending were representatives from the 
federal and local security apparatus, and 
from the civil administration.

Project Acceptance 
Russian authorities have a positive per-
ception of this project. This was made 
apparent by the fact that the «Open 
Chamber», a civil society advisory board 
created by President Putin in 2005, has 
made a sum of around 45,000 USD avail-
able to PMGL for its work in the rehabili-
tation of victims of the conflict.

Jürg Aeberhard
Project Coordinator

swisspeace is currently implementing the 
«Humanitarian Dialogue to Improve the 
Security of the Civil Population in Chech-
nya» project in collaboration with two 
Russian non-governmental organizations 
FEWER Eurasia and the Peace Mission 
of General Lebed (PMGL). The project is 
financed by the Political Affairs Division IV 
(PA IV) of the Federal Department of  
Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and the Swedish 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

The second stage of the project (2006–
08) was concluded in the spring of 2008. 
A Swedish-Russian evaluation team pos-
itively assessed the project and recom-
mended donors to finance the third stage. 
Therefore the project team worked out 
proposals for the next two years. In the 
meantime both the PA IV and the Swed-
ish Ministry for Foreign Affairs have now 
agreed to finance this next stage. In addi-
tion to the planning of the new stage, 
work continues on the project itself.

Search for Missing Persons
«The Center for Civilian Assistance to the 
Search of the Missing People (CCAS)» cre-
ated by PMGL has been continuing its 
efforts to build up a missing persons data-
base. Up to date it reportedly includes 
some 5,800 names. Information is availa-
ble on the internet at http://www.rozysk.
org/people?page=1. CCAS has increased 
its level of cooperation with Russian 
authorities and with the International 
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BEFORE: Action to prevent political violence

BEFORE (formerly Global Crisis Prevention 
Mechanism) is a small project with con-
siderable international potential to help 
prevent the devastation of violent con  flict 
in fragile states. In 2008 BEFORE made 
further progress in its peacebuilding  
activities in Guinea-Bissau and Guinea 
(Conakry).

In 2008, swisspeace took over the head-
quarter functions of the BEFORE secre-
tariat. It worked closely with the partner 
organization Alliance for Peacebuild-
ing, which is located in Washington D.C. 
Realizing that till this day no mechanism 
exists which links early warning informa-
tion to concrete action in order to prevent 
political violence, BEFORE aspires to close 
this gap. Pioneering projects are currently 
underway in West Africa.

Pilot Project in Progress
The first BEFORE pilot project, the Inter-
national Peace and Prosperity Project 
(IPPP) in Guinea-Bissau, started in 2004. 
In August 2008, the CDA Collaborative 
Learning Projects conducted a project 
review and found that the most prom-
inent factor distinguishing IPPP from 
other projects in Guinea-Bissau is its sole 

focus on violence prevention. While other 
organizations active in the country often 
have broad mandates, sometimes making 
it hard for them to prioritize or to be flex-
ible in an ever changing context, the pri-
vately funded IPPP remains flexible and 
on top of developments. For instance, 
when the project team sensed the need 
to assist stakeholders prior to and in the 
aftermath of the November legislative 
elections in order to reduce the likelihood 
of large-scale violence, human and mate-
rial resources were quickly shifted.

First Steps in Guinea-Conakry
Encouraged by the success of the pilot 
project in Guinea-Bissau, BEFORE and its 
project partners are now responding to 
early warning signs, which have been 
looming for quite a while in Guinea-
Conakry. The BEFORE West Africa Steering 
Committee chose the country as the 
potential next site for engagement. A 
BEFORE assessment mission did an initial 
conflict assessment and identified  
the drivers of conflict and potential forces 
for peace. The assessment report recom-
mended that a peacebuilding program 
that builds on existing capacities could  
be beneficial for Guinea. In 2009, BEFORE 
plans on carrying out an in-depth multi-
stakeholder conflict analysis, which will 
serve as a base for a comprehensive 
peacebuilding strategy.

Heinz Krummenacher
Project Director
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Communication in Jubilee Year

Twenty years after its founding, 
swisspeace has again demonstrated that 
informing the public about its activities 
and services remains a central concern. 
Even more important is that we know 
how to communicate effectively. Thanks 
to extensive media coverage of the Peace 
Foundation’s 20th year, the publication of 
an anniversary brochure and our annual 
conference, swisspeace has been able to 
reach an ever wider audience.

When the Swiss Peace Foundation came 
into being on 18 August 1988, the Gov-
erning Board’s first President, Alexandre 
Hay, made it clear that «communication 
policy will be a matter of priority right 
from the start». In this jubilee year the 
foundation really took this to heart. The 
anniversary has been duly celebrated with 
a special brochure to mark this event.

Anniversary brochure
In this 60-page commemorative issue, 
swisspeace looks back on the founda-
tion‘s historical beginning, from the polit-
ical infighting that preceded its birth, to 
the financial difficulties and the way in 
which the organization has been evolving 
right up to the present day. Also included 
are portraits of personalities who have 
left their mark and comments from cli-
ents. Rounding off the brochure are arti-
cles on topics of current interest in peace 
research and peacebuilding, which is 
meant to be a «chronicle of the times». 
It has been distributed to around 2’000 
partner organizations, clients, interested 
parties and journalists. Six news agen-

cies carried reports on the anniversary 
and there were 40 write-ups in the Ger-
man-, French- and Italian-speaking media, 
including 15 in-depth articles.

Peace policy today and tomorrow 
Ideologic or pragmatic? This is the ques-
tion that was asked at the annual con-
ference in the context of peace policy  
of today and tomorrow. On the eve  
of the conference, Ambassador Tim  
Guldimann took a critical look at peace 
policy interventions of various govern-
ments and international organizations in 
his keynote speech. The topic of the con-
ference was «Peace Policy: From Ideology 
to Pragmatism?» Discussions focused on 
developments during the past year in the 
area of peace policy, the likely challenges 
for peacebuilding in the years ahead, and  
the contribution that peace research can 
offer to policy makers. Swiss and interna-
tional professionals from both the public 
and private sectors as well as from civil  
society and research came together on  
11 November at the Gurten in Bern to 
examine these questions before an audi-
ence of 160 persons.

Christa Dold
Head of Communications
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Publications 2008

During the year under review, the follow-
ing titles were published as part of the 
swisspeace publication series:

Working Paper
1 | 2008: Joras, Ulrike and Adrian Schuster 
(eds.): Private Security Companies and  
Local Populations: An Exploratory Study of 
Afghanistan and Angola.
2 | 2008: Dijkzeul, Dennis: Towards a  
Framework for the Study of «No War, 
No Peace» Societies.
3 | 2008: Joras, Ulrike: «Financial Peace-
building» – Impacts of the Nepalese 
conflict on the financial sector and its 
potential for peacebuilding.

Peace Mediation Essentials
Reimann, Cordula: Gender and Peace 
Mediation. Mediation Support Project, 
CSS and swisspeace. Zurich/Bern, 
August 2008.

Further swisspeace staff member’s  
publications:

Goetschel, Laurent: Was bringt Friedens-
politik?. In: Weltwoche, Nr. 35.08,  
28. August 2008.
Goetschel, Laurent: Menschliche Sicher-
heit als Ziel der Staatenwelt: Akademische 
Perspektiven und politische Praxis. In: 
NZZ, Nr. 219, 19. September 2008.
Krummenacher, Heinz: Environmental Fac-
tors as Triggers for Violent Conflict: Empir-
ical Evidence from the FAST Data Base. In: 
brief 37, Monitoring Environment and 

Security. Bonn International Center for 
Conversion, 2008, pp. 43-45.
Krummenacher, Heinz, August Hämmerli 
and Dominic Senn: Estimating the Infor-
mational Overlap between Hand-Coded 
Political Event Data and the World Wide 
Web. In: Nagib Callos et al., Proceedings 
of the 12th World Multi-conference on  
Systemics, Cybernetics and Informatics, 
Volume VI, Orlando, Florida, USA, June 
29th–July 2nd, 2008, pp. 260-264.
Krummenacher, Heinz, Hans Günter 
Brauch, Navnita Chadha Behera, Béchir 
Chourou, Patricia Kameri-Mbote, Czeslaw 
Mesjasz and Ursula Oswald Spring: Facing 
Global Environmental Change: Environ-
mental, Human, Energy, Health and Water 
Security Concepts. Springer, Berlin, 2009 
(forthcoming).
Lanz, David, Lars Kirchhoff, Matthias 
Siegfried and Martin Wählisch: Evaluating 
Peace Mediation. Initiative for Peacebuild-
ing, Brussels, November 2008.
Lanz, David, Annika Åberg, Sabina 
Laederach, Jonathan Litscher, Simon A. 
Mason and Damiano Sguaitamatti: 
Unpacking the Mystery of Mediation in 
African Peace Processes. Mediation Sup-
port Project, CSS and swisspeace, Zurich/
Bern, October 2008.
Lanz, David: Conflict Management and 
Opportunity Cost: The International 
Response to the Darfur Crisis.  
In: FRIDE Comments, September 2008.
Lanz, David: Of Peace and Justice: The 
Impact of Human Rights in Peacemaking. 
Master of Arts in Law and Diplomacy The-
sis. The Fletcher School of Law and Diplo-
macy, Medford, MA, April 2008.
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Lanz, David: Subversion or Reinvention? 
Dilemmas and Debates in the Context of 
UNHCR’s Increasing Involvement with 
IDPs. In: Journal of Refugee Studies, Vol-
ume 21, Nr. 2, June 2008. 
Lanz, David: Involving IDPs in the Dar-
fur Peace Process. In: Forced Migration 
Review, Issue 30, April 2008.
Lanz, David: Complicating Darfur. Review 
of de Waal, Alex (ed.) 2007: War in Dar-
fur and the Search for Peace. In: Fletcher 
Forum of World Affairs, Volume 32 (1), 
Summer 2008, pp. 213-219.
Péclard, Didier (ed.): L’Angola dans la 
paix: Autoritarisme et reconversions. In: 
Politique Africaine, Nr. 110, Juin 2008,  
pp. 5-120.
Péclard, Didier: Les chemins de la recon-
version autoritaire en Angola. In: Politique 
Africaine, Nr. 110, Juin 2008, pp. 5-20.
Péclard, Didier: Angola: Des élections, 
enfin?. In: Encyclopédie de l’Etat du 
Monde, Éditions La Découverte, Paris, 
2008.
Péclard, Didier: Angola. In: Encyclopaedia 
Universalis, Paris, 2008.
Reimann, Cordula: Genitalverstümmelung: 
Wandel ist möglich. In: friZ Zeitschrift für 
Friedenspolitik, Nr. 4, 2008.
Santschi, Martina: Im Südsudan ist der 
Zensus ein hochpolitisches Unterfangen. 
In: NZZ, Nr. 110, 14. Mai 2008.
Santschi, Martina: Briefing Counting 
«New Sudan». In: African Affairs, Volume 
107, Nr. 429, October 2008, pp. 631-640.

Schnabel, Albrecht, Rina Alluri, Simon 
A. Mason, Adrian Müller and Christian 
Schmid: Linking Environment and Con-
flict Prevention: The Role of the United 
Nations. CSS and swisspeace, Zurich/Bern, 
2008.
Schnabel, Albrecht: The human security 
approach to direct and structural violence. 
In: SIPRI Yearbook 2008, Oxford University 
Press, 2008, pp. 87-95.
Siegfried, Matthias and Simon A. Mason: 
Mediation Support Project (MSP): Mass-
geschneiderte Verstärkung der schweiz-
erischen Mediationskapazitäten. In: 
Bulletin 2008 zur Schweizerischen Sicher-
heitspolitik, CSS, ETH Zürich, 2008, pp. 
137-145.
Siegfried, Matthias: Weshalb wir private 
Friedensdiplomaten brauchen. In: Tages-
Anzeiger, 19. August 2008.
von Arx, Marcel: Mit dem Bau eines  
Spitals Krieg stiften. In: Medicus Mundi 
Schweiz, Bulletin Nr. 108, 2008.

Please refer to  
www.swisspeace.org/publications for a 
complete list of publications. You will  
find the most important documents  
of the swisspeace foundation at  
www.swisspeace.org/aboutus.
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Financial statement 2008 

 
Balance

Assets (in CHF) 2008 2007
Liquid assets 1 263 859 876 247
Receivables 96 258 49 091
Withholding tax 2 043 1 417
Active accruals and deferrals 492 588 563 323
Total liquid assets 1 854 749 1 490 078
 
Furnishings 20 950 26 676
Office equipment, IT 24 054 30 641
Total fixed assets 45 005 57 317
Total assets 1 899 753 1 547 395
  
   
Liabilities (in CHF) 
Obligations 168 580 135 747
Passive deferrals 1 503 506 1 169 462
Accruals 4 108 –
Total borrowed capital 1 676 194 1 305 209
  
Foundation capital 290 000 290 000
Losses and profits brought forward –47 814 –74 675
Profits and losses during the year under review –18 627 26 861
Total equity 223 559 242 186
Total liabilities 1 899 753 1 547 395
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Comment:    
The 2008 annual financial statement was audited by Firma Tschumi + Partner  
Treuhand AG and approved by the swisspeace Foundation Board on May 12, 2009.   
 
Christine Hirschi, Head of Central Services    

Profit & Loss Account

Expenditures (in CHF) 2008 2007
Operating expenditures:  
Outsourcing 63 949 41 149
Staff costs 783 018 768 825
Other operating expenditures 486 093 355 367
Financial profit 8 244 –1 210
 
Total operating expenditures 1 341 303 1 164 132
Total project expenditures 3 494 155 4 330 157
Total expenditures 4 835 458 5 494 289

  
   
Income (in CHF)  
Operating income:  
Public Funds 420 000 406 000
Donations 33 946 21 050
Internal funds / other income 868 731 763 942
 
Total operating income 1 322 677 1 190 992
Total project income 3 494 155 4 330 157
Total income 4 816 831 5 521 149
Loss / profit –18 627 26 861
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Staff 2008

Executive Management
Laurent Goetschel, Director
Heinz Krummenacher, Chief Executive 
Officer

Programs
FAST International (program terminated at the 
end of March 2008)

Program Director: Heinz Krummenacher
Program Coordinator, Bern: Albrecht 
Schnabel
Sabine Baumgartner, Assistant
Myriam Bertsch, Assistant
Christian Gebhart, Desk Officer
Marc Hoerner, Assistant
Daniel Michel, Assistant
Lotta-Liina Mustonen, Desk Officer
Sascha Müller, Desk Officer
Silvan Porpiglia, Assistant
Sandra Rubli, Desk Officer
Approx. 150 additional employees abroad

KOFF
Program Director: Anita Müller
Roland Dittli, Program Officer
Rahel Fischer, Trainee
Christian Gebhart, Program Officer
Sabine Lenggenhager, Trainee
Esther Marthaler, Program Officer
Cordula Reimann, Program Officer
Sandra Rubli, Assistant
Jonathan Sisson, Program Officer
Marcel von Arx, Program Officer

NCCR «Governance & Conflict»
Program Director: Laurent Goetschel
Project Coordinator: Didier Péclard
Mathieu Gasparini, Doctoral Candidate
Daniel Michel, Administration
Nora Nagels, Doctoral Candidate
Martina Santschi, Doctoral Candidate
Christine Schenk, Co-coordinator
Approx. 25 additional employees

Business & Peace
Project Coordinator: Ulrike Joras 
Rina Alluri, Research Fellow

Human Security
Program Director: Albrecht Schnabel

Humanitarian Dialogue
Project Coordinator: Jürg Aeberhard
Christian Gebhart, Project Officer

Mediation Support Project
Project Coordinator: Matthias Siegfried
Blaise Burnier, Project Officer
Nadina Diday, Trainee
David Lanz, Project Officer

BEFORE
Project Director: Heinz Krummenacher
Lotta-Liina Mustonen, Project Officer

Communication
Head of Communication: Christa Dold

Central Services
Head of Central Services: Irène Simouad
Head of Central Services: Christine Hirschi 
(Aug-Dec 2008)
Tahir Cinar, IT-Manager
Gabriela Kolb, Administration
Marie-Louise Läng, Accountant
Luis Patricio, Cleaning Services
Melanie Reist, Administration
Liliana Rossier, Librarian

Community Service
Cyril Amberg, Maurus Blumenthal, Timo 
Knöpfli, Jonathan Litscher, Adrian Schuster
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Foundation Board and Scientific Advisory Board

Foundation Board

President
Prof. Hans-Balz Peter, Professor of Social Ethics, Hinterkappelen*

Vice-President
Dr. Sandra Hedinger, SwissLife Public Affairs Manager, Zurich*

Members
Dr. Daniel Goldstein, Journalist, Bern
Prof. Christoph Graf, Historian, Bern*
Ambassador Dr. Thomas Greminger, Head of Political Affairs Division IV, FDFA, Bern
Dr. Barbara Haering, European Research Area Board; Director econcept Inc., Zurich*
Prof. Hans Hurni, Director, Center for Development and Environment, University of Bern
Jürg Krummenacher, former Director of Caritas Switzerland, Lucerne
Dr. Josef Lang, Member of the Swiss National Council, Zug
Christiane Langenberger, former Member of the Swiss Council of States, Romanel-sur-Morges
Prof. Wolf Linder, Director, Institute of Political Science, University of Bern
Prof. Daniel Thürer, Director, Institute of International Law, University of Zurich
Dr. Ueli Vischer, Attorney-at-Law, Basel
Prof. Andreas Wenger, Head of the Research Center for Security Policy of the  
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich
Pastor Thomas Wipf, President of the Council of the Federation of 
Swiss Protestant Churches, Bern
Wolfgang Wörnhard, Mediator, Zurich*
Salome Zindel-Staehelin, Swiss Protestant Women’s Association  
and Swiss Catholic Women’s Association, Suhr

*Member of the Committee of the Board

Scientific Advisory Board

President
Prof. Hans-Balz Peter, University of Bern

Members
Prof. Lars-Erik Cederman, Center for Comparative and International Studies  
(Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich and the University of Zurich)
Prof. Barbara Harff, United States Naval Academy, Annapolis
Prof. Hans Hurni, University of Bern
Prof. Sabine Maasen, University of Basel
Prof. Fred Tanner, Geneva Center for Security Policy (GCSP)
Prof. Klaus-Dieter Wolf, Technical University of Darmstadt and  
Peace Research Institute Frankfurt (PRIF)
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Join the Support Association and help build  
a more peaceful world!

swisspeace is convinced that a more 
peaceful world is possible and that the 
foundation can play an active role in 
bringing it about through research, by 
helping to shape Swiss policy and through 
an appropriate information policy. To 
achieve this objective, swisspeace needs 
both moral and financial support. With 
this in mind, the Support Association was 
founded in 1990. It is open to individual 
members from the Swiss public who are 
concerned about peace policy, as well as 
to institutions.

If you would like to help swisspeace con-
tinue with its research in peacebuilding 
and the causes of political conflict, you 
can do so by joining our association.

These are the conditions of membership:

 You
•	 are	asked	to	make	an	annual	financial	

contribution (CHF 100 for individuals; 
CHF 50 at the reduced rate; CHF 500 
for institutions);

•	 will	in	this	way	support	independent	
peace research and concrete peace 
projects;

•	 will	enable	us	to	carry	out	our	informa-
tion program and to influence Switzer-
land’s peace and security policies;

•	 can	rest	assured	that	all	membership	
fees and donations are entirely devoted 
to the work of swisspeace.

 We 
•	 will	keep	you	informed	on	a	regular	

basis about national and international 
peace research and peace efforts;

•	 invite	you	to	all	events,	notably	to	the	
swisspeace annual conference;

•	 will	also	keep	you	informed	about	the	
latest in our series of working and con-
ference papers, which we will send to 
you free of charge on request.

For additional information, contact us at 
info@swisspeace.ch or call  
+41 (0)31 330 12 12 or register online at 
www.swisspeace.org -> join us.

We look forward to welcoming you as a 
new member!

Gabriela Kolb
Support Association Administration
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