
 

 

Invitation to the KOFF Roundtable on  
Natural Resource Conflicts 
 
Rubber in a Rice Bowl: Dynamics and effects of large-scale land 
acquisitions on local communities in Cambodia  
 
at 12:15-15:45 on 18 November 2014, swisspeace, Sonnenbergstrasse 17, Bern 
 
with the participation of 
 
Christophe Gironde  Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies (IHEID) 

Senior lecturer at IHEID; Director of the film “Rubber in a Rice Bowl” 
Yvan Maillard-Ardenti Bread for all 

Development Policy, Land Grabbing and Financial Markets 
Jason Tower  American Friends Service Committee  

Quaker International Affairs Representative 
 
Large-scale land acquisitions are a global phenomenon that has impacts on the economic, social and political 
structures and dynamics of local communities in the global south. In this regard, the increased availability of 
cash and employment or investment into local infrastructure are as real as the loss of livelihoods, growing 
inequalities and social conflicts.  
 
The film “Rubber in a Rice Bowl” focuses on the effects of the current rubber boom in Cambodia and 
addresses the topic through the local voices of indigenous farmers concerned of losing their land, local 
medium-sized companies involved in rubber tree plantations, Khmer in-migrants and local authorities. After the 
screening, there will be space for discussion on the local dynamics and effects of these developments with the 
director of the film, Christophe Gironde. In the second part of the round table, discussions will shift to a more 
global level: Jason Tower from the American Friends Service Committee will share his understanding of the 
dynamics driving land conflicts, based on cases of cross border investors in Cambodia and Yvan Maillard-
Ardenti from Bread for all will present a case study on the connection of Swiss finance institutions to land 
grabbing in Cambodia.  
 
The roundtable thus takes Cambodia as example to situate the topic of large scale land acquisitions within 
different perspectives. The plenary discussion will explore questions such as: what are the positive and 
negative impacts of large scale land investments at a local level? How can local communities engage in 
dialogue with businesses and government on this topic? What roles can the private sector, home and host 
states as well as civil society organizations play in mitigating the negative impacts and supporting positive 
opportunities? Which are the entry points for Swiss NGOs from the field of development, human rights and 
peacebuilding working in contexts affected by land grabbing?  
 
We are looking forward to your active participation! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
KOFF Centre for Peacebuilding 
Anna Leissing 



 

 

Program  
 
Small sandwiches will be offered by the Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF)  
 
12:15 Welcoming remarks & introduction round 
 
12:30 Film: Rubber in a Rice Bowl 
 
13:10 Impacts of land grabbing on local communities in Cambodia 

Input and discussion with the director of the film: Christophe Gironde  
 
13:40 Break 
 
14:10 Dynamics driving land conflicts: Cross border investors in Cambodia 
 Input by Jason Tower 
 
14:25 Role of Swiss actors: Investment in Land Acquisitions in Cambodia 
 Input by Yvan Maillard-Ardenti 
 
14:40 Open Space for Discussion 

How can we understand & contextualize the different types of conflicts that emerge from large scale 
land acquisitions? How can different actors engage in more effective land governance? What are ways 
forward?  

 
15:45 End of the event 
 
 
 
Moderation 
 
Rina Alluri Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) of swisspeace 
 
 


