
 

 

Invitation to the KOFF Gender Roundtable 
 

 

Women’s Empowerment in Eastern Europe – a Precarious Journey? 

 

Women’s rights organisations fight for participation but experience discrimination. 

How relevant is UNSCR 1325 for OSCE countries? What role can civil society play in 

particular contexts?  

 

Date/time: 13 November 2014, 14:15 -17:00 
Location: swisspeace, Sonnenbergstrasse 17, Bern 
 
with the participation of 
 

Madeleine Rees  
Secretary General of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) 
 
An internationally renowned expert in gender and peacebuilding, Madeleine Rees has worked extensively on 
describing how men and women can experience events differently, particularly in post-conflict situations. 
Previously, she was head of OHCHR in Bosnia and Herzegovina and later led the OHCHR Women’s Rights 
and Gender Unit in Geneva. As WILPF SG, Ms. Rees aims to make human rights machinery more responsive 
and effective from a gender perspective. WILPF pursues the goal of opening up and reinforcing space for 
activities by civil society organisations, including in relation to dynamics in the OSCE region.  
 
Addressing the relevance and use of United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1325, Ms. Rees will 
critically assess its impact on OSCE countries and local CSO engagement, with a particular focus on Bosnia 
and Ukraine. Important topics will be touched upon, such as: political economy and the link to conflict; the 
militarisation of public space and its impact on women and on gendered stereotypes; the power of narratives 
around security and protection; the role of media discourse; and, the response of the international community 
to local conflicts and discrimination. 
 
This KOFF gender roundtable is the first event within a wider project addressing the 15

th
 anniversary of 

UNSCR 1325 and the 20
th
 anniversary of the Beijing Declaration. It provides a platform for Swiss actors to 

exchange their views and reflect on their roles in the Eastern European region. 
 
Please confirm your participation to jeanne.luethy@swisspeace.ch. 
 
Best wishes 
 
KOFF Centre for Peacebuilding 
 
Annemarie Sancar   
 

http://www.wilpfinternational.org/


 

 

Programme 
 
14:15 Welcoming remarks & introduction round 
 
14:30 Keynote speech by Madeleine Rees, WILPF 
 
15:30 Break 
 
15:45 Open discussions 
 
17:00 End of event 
 
 
 
Moderation 
Annemarie Sancar, Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) of swisspeace 

 


