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Non-state armed groups play a cen-
tral role in most violent conflicts all
over the world, and their importance
has risen sharply since the end of
the Cold War. Understanding the
origins, the functioning as well as
the rationale of such groups is a
particular challenge for both academ-
ics and practitioners. Whether or not
these ‘rebels’ have a ‘cause’ to de-
fend has been a constant object of
debate. Bringing together academics
and practitioners with recognized
expertise on non-state armed groups,
the conference will offer analytical
insights and discuss practical

experiences.

The conference will be held in English.
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Hans-Balz Peter, swisspeace
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Didier Péclard, swisspeace

Keynote Address
Klaus Schlichte, University of
Magdeburg
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Panel 1

Transformation of non-state
armed groups

Mpako Foaleng, DCAF

Martin Snoddon, Conflict Trauma
Resource Centre

Oliver Wils, Berghof Foundation
for Peace Support

Cordula Reimann, swisspeace
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Panel 2

Challenges for mediators in
engaging non-state armed
groups

Diana Francis, Committee for
Conflict Transformation Support
Dennis Tull, German Institute for
International and Security Affairs
Jean-Pierre Gontard, former IUED
Anita Miiller, swisspeace

Coffee Break

Panel 3

Non-state armed groups

and the regional dynamics of
conflict: the Horn of Africa
David Lanz, swisspeace

Alfred Lokuji, University of Juba
Andrea Semadeni, Swiss Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs
Didier Péclard, swisspeace

Final Remarks
Laurent Goetschel, swisspeace

End of the Conference
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Resource Centre, Northern Ireland and
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Kindly supported by the Swiss Academy of Humanities and Social Sciences
(SAGW) and the Support Association of swisspeace. Thank you!
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