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KOFF-website:

South-East Europe

Further information:

KOFF Jonathan Sisson

KOFF Dealing with the Past Roundtable:
The truth commission model and the issue of reparations
The first KOFF Dealing with the Past Roundtable this year took place on February
28 and featured Ms. Yasmin Sooka, Director of the Foundation for Human Rights in
South Africa and former member of both the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
(TRC) in South Africa and the TRC in Sierra Leone, and Barbara Müller, Director of
the Foundation for Partnership and Development in Africa, as guest speakers. The
topic was the truth commission model and the issue of reparations.

Beginning with an account of the TRC in South Africa, Yasmin Sooka pointed out
that the two most controversial issues surrounding the Commission concerned
amnesty and reparations. The decision to grant amnesty to perpetrators who could
prove that their acts were politically motivated invited protest from human rights
groups world-wide, but proved necessary for the success of the Commission’s in-
vestigations.

The controversy surrounding reparations was of a different character, however,
and still lingers to this day. Persons qualifying for the status of victim in front of the
TRC were entitled to reparations. The main issues concerned the form reparations
should take and the amounts to be disbursed. The TRC was of the opinion that
individual suffering could not be quantified and therefore that all who qualify as
victims should receive the same blanket amount in reparations. Only after years of
delay and considerable public pressure did the government finally approve indivi-
dual reparations at a fraction of the amount recommended by the TRC.

The second part of the DwP Roundtable was devoted to the issue of reparations in
connection with Swiss-South African relations during the period of apartheid. Ba-
bara Müller, who is a member of the Swiss coalition for Debt Annulment and Repa-
rations in South Africa, presented a history of the campaign and focused on some
of the outstanding issues concerning reparations. In 2002, a class action suit was
filed by South African groups in a New York court seeking compensation for the
victims of apartheid from private enterprises. Two Swiss banks were named among
the defendants. Since then, the South African government has taken a stance against
these lawsuits on the issue of sovereignty and the case has been rejected in the
first instance. The claimants are currently appealing the verdict.

The role of private enterprise in supporting apartheid suggests that future TRCs
should focus increasingly on the responsibility of the private sector in aggravating
and prolonging conflicts. The issues of how and to whom accountability should be
assigned require further research. 02.28.05

South-East Europe Roundtable on minorities
KOFF held its first South-East Europe Roundtable this year on March 7 to discuss
the subject of minorities. Guest speakers were Christian Giordano, Professor of
Ethnology at Fribourg University and Madeleine Hirsch, Western Balkans Project
Director at HEKS.

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

Detailed Article

on the Roundtable

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_southeasteurope.htm
mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/36/dwp_jonathan.pdf
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Christian Giordano put forward the thesis that the problems associated with mi-
norities in Southeastern Europe had their roots primarily in the institution of the
nation-State. According to Giordano, two models exemplify the European nation-
State: In the French model, the nation is the outcome of a political pact amongst
citizens. Minorities are integrated where possible, but rights of autonomy are
ruled out. In the German model, the nation is based on the commonality of origin
and language of its members. Minorities may be recognized and granted special
rights. As new States were being formed in South-East Europe during the 19th
century following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, they developed a distinct
concept of the nation-State that represented an unfortunate combination of the
German and French approaches. The rigid centralism was adopted from the French
model, as was the inflexible understanding of ethnicity under the German model.
This gave rise to so-called „ethnocracies“ designed to eliminate ethno-cultural
diversity. This quest for homogenization played itself out in several phases and is
still far from over. The 2001 Ohrid Agreement holds out the prospect of Macedo-
nia becoming a functional multicultural State. The European Union (EU) too, could
play an important role in overhauling the model of the South-East European nati-
on-State.

In the second part of the roundtable, Madeleine Hirsch presented a project re-
cently launched in Vushtrri/Kosovo, which, among other things, aims to reintegra-
te Ashkali families displaced by the March 2004 disturbances. The long-term secu-
rity of the returning Ashkali families should be assured by the fact that the project’s
implementation has been entrusted to a Kosovo-Albanian non-governmental or-
ganization, and that the Vushtrri municipal authorities were brought on board
from the very beginning. In this way, responsibility for long-term security is being
placed in Kosovo-Albanian hands. It is an opportunity for them to demonstrate
their ability to integrate minorities on a long-term basis. 03.07.05

KOFF peace-building courses
This year the Center for Peacebuilding will be offering four advanced courses on
various peace-building topics. The one-day workshop „Introduction to participato-
ry conflict analysis“ will familiarize participants with a range of conflict analysis
methods and tools. Another one-day course on „How to deal with gender-based
violence and trauma in humanitarian aid?“ will attempt to enable participants to
recognize the specific vulnerability of the female population in crisis regions and
to plan concrete steps to prevent further abuses and trauma. A two-day workshop
will introduce the subject „Dealing with the past and reconciliation“ and will look
specifically at how to deal with victims and perpetrators. Given last year’s strong
demand, KOFF will be repeating a two-day introductory course on „Do no Harm“,
currently the most important tool for the planning and monitoring of projects and
programs in violent conflicts. The courses are meant primarily for staff members of
development and peace organizations. KOFF member organizations are offered
preferential conditions. 03.22.05

Further information:

KOFF Jonathan Sisson

Overview / registration

KOFF courses 2005

HEKS project

in Vushtrri/Kosovo

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.heks.ch/pls/heks/projectdb.detail?connection_id=-1&iid=1466679&iregion=9983&ikeyword=-1&ipage=1
mailto:Anita.Mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/36/training.pdf


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 36  4

LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

Tough times for the media in Kosovo
Current events in Kosovo leave no doubt as to the urgency of dealing with
the past, and the media could play a crucial role in that process.  Yet the
media are still operating under the toughest of conditions:  the overall
economic situation is disastrous, there is still no media law, and journalis-
tic independence is more the exception than the rule. Besides, internatio-
nal donors are stepping up the pressure on the media to show greater
economic independence.

About one year ago, erroneous media reports sparked violent clashes in Kosovo,
and although the media received guidelines from international community as a
result, the situation has hardly improved. „To this day, no recommendations have
been implemented and no changes have been made“, says the Kosovo mission of
the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). The owners of
some media are still misusing them for nationalistic purposes. One OSCE staff
member takes the view that many international players have not worked seriously
enough or done enough monitoring. The Swiss non-governmental organisation
„medienhilfe“, which supports independent media and professional media work
in the region of the former Yugoslavia, also describes the quality of the media as
unsatisfactory. There is too little management know-how available, economic sur-
vival strategies are all but non-existent, and  there is not enough self-criticism and
readiness to question opinions and convictions either. Another major problem is
the lack of journalistic professionalism and experience. Most of the media now
active in Kosovo began their work only after the war in 1999.

Too many media operators, too little diversity

The Temporary Media Commission (TMC) set up by the international community
has so far granted licences to some 89 radio stations and 22 TV stations in Kosovo,
which has a population of roughly 2 million.  In addition, there are eight dailies
and half a dozen weekly newspapers. This large number of media is no indication
of the diversity of information, however. What predominates instead is orientation
along nationalistic lines and consensus as to content. Diversity of opinion is just as
rare as professional reporting on minorities. Radio Television Kosovo (RTK), which
reaches about 70 per cent of the population and according to the international
community should function as a „public law“ television broadcaster, is a de facto
Kosovo-Albanian state television station.

Switzerland supports multi-ethnic programs

Only a handful of radio stations that have been cooperating across ethnic lines for
a few years now have learned to respect diverging opinions and accept diversity
of opinion as part of a democratic understanding and a crucial ingredient of inter-
ethnic tolerance.

„medienhilfe“ is supported by Political Division IV of the Swiss Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (DFA) and promotes radio programs of this kind. It contributes to the pro-
duction costs of radio stations in minority languages, it finances minority programs
on Albanian radio stations and brings together Albanian-language radio stations
and media professionals for joint training courses as well as joint productions.
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„medienhilfe“

Program of „medien-

hilfe“ in Kosovo

Information on

„Bota Sot“

TMC

List of broadcasters

with multi-ethnic

programs

Kosovo mission

of the OSCE

Kosovo mission

of the UN

KOFF-website:

South-East Europe

Focus

http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/Partner/KOS/2002/program.htm
http://www.imc-ko.org/index.php?lang=en&pag=home
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_southeasteurope.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/36/medienhilfe_botasot.pdf
http://www.imc-ko.org/IMG/pdf/Multiethnic_Media_ENG-2.pdf
http://www.osce.org/kosovo/
http://www.unmikonline.org/
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This Focus article was

written in March as a

result of a „medienhilfe“

project tour to Kosovo.

KOFF was able to accom-

pany „medienhilfe“ on

the trip.

One of the most interesting media projects in Kosovo today is Radio CerpiK (Cross-
ethnic radio programming in Kosovo), which was launched by the „medienhilfe“
project and is the fruit of cooperation amongst 11 local radio stations broadcas-
ting in Albanian, Serbian and Turkish. Together the stations cover some 90 percent
of Kosovo, and their programs are devoted to promoting peace building, democra-
cy and minority rights. They jointly produce a weekly 30-minute radio magazine
that is translated and broadcasted on all participating CerpiK stations.

Even the TMC is currently discussing ways to enable such radio stations to survive,
since they are often more difficult to market than mono-ethnic media.  One model
is now being discussed whereby ten percent of future income from licences would
be reserved for multi-ethnic broadcasts. This would be roughly 300’000 euros per
year.

New laws for better regulation

The media in Kosovo are on the verge of sweeping changes. The legal framework is
still largely underdeveloped at present. Already at the end of 2004, the provisional
media regulation mechanism instituted after the war is expected to give way to an
independent media commission and a new media law. The key points are a new
fee-based licensing system as well as copyright protection measures. Some 100
changes are envisaged under the new licensing system to bring it into line with the
standards set by the international community. According to TMC, only a handful of
media operators would currently qualify for a license under the new law.

In addition to the regulatory moves, an economic environment in which private
(minority) media can thrive without international support is also needed. Given
the bleak economic situation, however, no improvement is in sight.  The situation
has deteriorated even further in recent months. The OSCE is expecting a 40-per-
cent drop in media industry marketing revenue for the current year as well. Yet
even a growing market and rising advertising income would never be sufficient to
support the current large number of media operators.

Nationalist Kosovo media also important in Switzerland

The case of „Bota Sot“, a daily paper published in Switzerland but also opera-
ting in Kosovo, shows just how urgent the problem of nationalistic media in
Kosovo is for Switzerland as well. The paper used a commentary to mount a
virulent attack on the politician Veton Surroi for having held talks with the Serbian
Government representative for repatriation matters.

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/36/medienhilfe_botasot.pdf
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News from Swiss NGOs
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Training on conflict-sensitivity in Bhutan
In mid-March, KOFF and the Helvetas Head Office in Switzerland conducted a one-
week training workshop on conflict analysis and „Do no harm“ in Bhutan.  Partici-
pants of the training were the staff of the SDC/Helvetas Coordination Office and
SDC/Helvetas projects as well as representatives of other international organiza-
tions being active in Bhutan like UNDP, UNICEF, and Danida.

The aims of the course were to introduce and to discuss the „Do no harm“ concept
and different tools of conflict analysis and to train the participants in practically
applying these instruments in their projects. The training is an integral part of seve-
ral SDC/Helvetas measures which aim at strengthening the conflict sensitivity of
the programs and projects being currently implemented by the two organizations
in the Himalayan kingdom. Right now, Bhutan is undergoing a fast and compre-
hensive political transformation process. In end-March, the government presented
the first constitution of the country which will lead to the establishment of a new
political system within the framework of a constitutional monarchy and will furt-
her reinforce the political decentralization. The kingdom, which is home to several
cultural minorities, also plans to repatriate a number of refugees who at present
live in camps in Nepal.

The training workshop implemented the new SDC policy, the Conflict-Sensitive
Program Management in the International Cooperation (CSPM), which calls for
integrating conflict sensitivity into all programs and projects of the organization.

03.29.05

Northern Uganda specialist visits Geneva
On March 17 and 18, 2005, the Quaker United Nations Office (Geneva) hosted two
informal lunchtime discussions at Quaker House on the subject of Northern Ugan-
da. The meetings were organised to coincide with the visit of David Newton, a
Quaker Peace and Social Witness representative currently working in Gulu. During
his time in Geneva, David led two fascinating and in-depth meetings that not only
provided participants with an ‘insider’ perspective on the current situation but also
tried to examine the ways in which work on the ground could be linked to decision
making processes at the international level. The participants themselves came from
a wide range of governments, non-governmental organisations and UN agencies,
often bringing together people from different fields in an unusual synergy of is-
sues.

The first of these meetings focused on the political processes currently in operation
and participants heard David’s personal analysis of the most recent round of peace
talks. The actions of the International Criminal Court were discussed alongside
traditional Acholi reconciliation processes such as ‘Mato Oput’ and the strengths
and weaknesses of each considered.

In the second meeting a more practically engaged group focused the discussion on
the challenges facing field workers on the ground. Many dilemmas were highligh-

Quaker United Nations

Office

Quaker Peace

& Social Witness

Further information on

QPSW’s work in Uganda:

David Newton

KOFF-website:

„Tools and Conflict-

sensitive Approaches“

SDC’s „Conflict-

sensitive Program

Management in the

International

Cooperation“ (CSPM)

Constitution of Bhutan

Further information:

Helvetas Remo Gesù

KOFF Cordula Reimann

http://www.quno.org/
http://www.quno.org/
http://www.quaker.org.uk/bym/qpswfs/uganda.pdf
http://www.quaker.org.uk/bym/qpswfs/uganda.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools.htm
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/CSPM.pdf
http://www.constitution.bt
mailto:remo.gesu@helvetas.org
mailto:davidn@quaker.org.uk
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Suippcol

Further information:

HEKS Marie-Thérèse Roggo

ted, including weak analysis by external actors and a lack of local engagement in
Ugandan politics. QPSW describes itself as having a ‘small presence’. Their primary
role is in supporting local organisations; filling ‘gaps’ and improving understan-
ding and communication. 03.18.05

Massacre in Colombian Peace Community
On February 21 and 22, 2005 eight people were brutally murdered in the Peace
Community of San José de Apartadó in Colombia. The Peace Community was cre-
ated eight years ago to serve as a neutral place of protection for the civilian popu-
lation in a much disputed region. Since its creation in 1997 more than 150 persons
have been killed, and all but one of the perpetrators are still on the run.

The latest massacre elicited a spate of international protest. In Switzerland, the
Swiss-Colombian coordination office reacted by immediately dispatching letters of
protest expressing its shock at the killings and its concerns about the protection
residents of the Peace Community. It also called on the authorities to observe
international humanitarian law and residents’ right to peace, to launch an inde-
pendent investigation into the massacre and bring the perpetrators to justice. It
further urged the authorities to refrain from militarizing San José as planned.

On March 17, Peter Stirnimann, Coordinator of the Swiss Programme for Peace
Promotion in Colombia, Suippcol, and Marie-Thérèse Roggo of Swiss Interchurch
Aid (HEKS) had the opportunity to meet in Geneva with the Vice-President of Co-
lombia, Francisco Santos, and the Colombian Ambassador to Switzerland and to
convey the above concerns orally and directly. 03.17.05

UN Resolution 1325: 7000 postcards
delivered to the Federal Council
On March 8 – International Women’s Day – the cfd Women’s Peace Work Office,
Swiss Interchurch Aid (HEKS) and the Swiss Section of Amnesty International along
with 150 women delivered some 7000 signed postcards to the Federal Council. The
read: „The code is not secret - UN Res. 1325“. The initiative was intended as an
appeal to the Federal Council to implement UN Resolution 1325 on women, peace
and security in a consistent manner.

Eight specific demands encouraging the Federal Council to actively promote
women’s involvement in peace processes and negotiations were also conveyed
along with the cards. Switzerland should not export weapons to countries that
violate human rights, including those of women and girls in particular. Switzerland’s
humanitarian aid contributions should furthermore fully address the special needs
of women and girls. Implementing Resolution 1325 should be declared a top prio-
rity in order to ensure  coordination of activities across the various policy areas. If
Switzerland’s economic or military interests could be compromised in the process,
serious attention must be paid to the interests, needs and experiences of women.

03.08.05

Further information on the

Quaker UN Office:

Rachel Barker
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cfd-website on the

delivery of the postcards

Further information:

cfd Yvonne Joos

mailto:roggo@hekseper.ch
mailto:frieda@cfd-ch.org
mailto:quno@quno.ch
http://www.swisscoalition.ch/deutsch/pagesnav/framesE4.htm?T&T_KnFn.htm
http://www.cfd-ch.org/res1325/index.html#Anchor-Der-34289
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Human rights prize for Israeli-Palestinian bridge-builders
This year’s Freedom and Human Rights prize was awarded to two outstanding
women’s rights advocates from the Middle East on March 12 in Berne. The Palesti-
nian Zahira Kamal and the Israeli Naomi Chazan were honored for their achieve-
ments as bridge-builders in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, in the framework of the
Israeli-Palestinian women’s organization Jerusalem Link. This organization pursu-
es a feminist peace policy and undertakes networking in a context dominated by
separatist thinking and violence. The Peace and Human Rights Foundation’s prize
is awarded every two years for special accomplishments in advancing peace and
human rights worldwide.

Zahira Kamal is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Jerusalem Center for
Women, which is the Palestinian member organization of Jerusalem Link. She is
Minister for Women’s Affairs of the Palestinian National Authority and former head
of the Palestinian Federation of Women’s Action Committees. Naomi Chazan is a
Professor of Political Science and African Studies at the Hebrew University of Jeru-
salem. She is a deputy in the Israeli Parliament and a member of the directorate of
Bat Shalom, the Israeli member organization of Jerusalem Link. 03.12.05
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Newsletter article

from „Society for

Threatened Peoples“

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Women Foreign Ministers meet on trafficking in women
At the invitation of Sweden, the spring meeting of the Women Foreign Ministers
group took place in mid-March on the fringes of the session of the Commission on
Human Rights in Geneva. By way of concrete action to combat trafficking in women,
Federal Councilor Micheline Calmy-Rey suggested the joint implementation of the
„Pilot Project Moscow“. Through this project, the Swiss Embassy in Moscow is
working to halt the traffic in human beings by means of information, awareness
raising and vigilance in issuing visas. In cooperation with a Russian non-govern-
mental organization, it has alerted consular staff to the problems involved, and
has also designed posters on the risks of human trafficking and put them on dis-
play in its waiting room. Besides, the Embassy has drawn up a list of travel agen-
cies that are suspected of collaborating with human traffickers. The 15 Women
Foreign Ministers are now expected to use „Pilot Project Moscow“ as a model in
their representations in the so-called „sending countries“ involved in the traffic.

The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) also supports projects in other
countries to prevent trafficking in women and protect victims. It also builds aware-
ness of the problems amongst its civil peace-building specialists and international
staff before assigning them abroad. 03.15.05

The informal Women Foreign Ministers network meets twice a year to discuss
joint activities to combat violence against women. At present there are 15
women in charge of their country’s foreign policy throughout the world, inclu-
ding Barbados, Georgia, Colombia, Croatia, Macedonia, Mozambique, Niger,
Austria, Paraguay, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland and USA. A woman is
also in charge of European Union foreign policy.

DFA informations

on the Women Foreign

Ministers meeting

FIZ Women’s Information

Center for women

from Africa, Asia, Latin

America and Eastern

Europe

Further information: DFA,

Political Departement IV

Valérie Nadrai

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/recent/press/addmat/sdcp09.html
mailto:valerie.nadrai@eda.admin.ch
http://www.gfbv.ch/archiv/newsletter/newsletter226.html
http://www.fiz-info.ch/index.html
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Women’s Day networking event with Micheline Calmy-Rey
Invited by Federal Councilor Micheline Calmy-Rey, women parliamentarians, com-
mitted women from civil society, business, universities and cultural circles met on
International Women’s Day to better network their efforts to promote equality. The
central focus of the meeting was a discussion of international endeavors to impro-
ve living conditions for women. Women’s rights are a priority in the human rights,
peace policies and development cooperation work of the Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs (DFA).

The meeting provided an opportunity to present several of the „sponsorships“ for
women in which the 34 parliamentarians are involved. One project is the Vive
Zene Therapeutic Center in Bosnia-Herzegovina, which provides psychological, social
and economic support for women and child victims of war. A second „sponsors-
hip“ is devoted to helping the Colombian NGO „Organización Feminina Popular“
(OFP), which protects women from the violence of the paramilitary forces and
advocates their social, economic and political rights. The third project is the AURAT
Foundation in Pakistan, which is active in promoting women’s rights, and supports
women coming out of prison in becoming reintegrated into society.

Federal Councilor Micheline Calmy-Rey called on participants to intensify their lob-
bying activities in political as well as in professional circles in general. It was im-
portant for women to be present where decisions were being made. One key con-
cept for successful positioning and political awareness building was to cultivate
relations in a devoted and strategic manner. 03.08.05

Workshop on facilitation and constitutional law in peace
processes
At the end of February, Political Department IV (PD IV) of the Swiss Foreign Minist-
ry (DFA) hosted a meeting of 40 specialists in order to further develop Switzerland’s
expertise in facilitation and constitutional law. The meeting was intended as an
opportunity to share experiences regarding the various roles and methods of faci-
litators involved in conflict resolution and in the institutional redistribution of po-
wer. The meeting also served to launch a discussion of modern conflict resolution
approaches and possible ways of securing greater recognition of Switzerland’s
expertise as a player in the realm of constitutional law in peace processes.

Several participants underlined how important it was for Switzerland to build up
solid expertise in conflict recognition and analysis and in risk assessment and to
create a pool of Swiss facilitators and improve their training in constitutional law,
transitional justice and public involvement. The seminar’s conclusions will form the
basis for planning Switzerland’s future activities. 02.25.05

More information on

the meeting on the

website of  Micheline

Calmy-Rey

Further information: DFA,

Political Departement IV

Valérie Nadrai

Further information:

PD IV Marc George

PD IV “Human Security“

mailto:valerie.nadrai@eda.admin.ch
http://www.calmy-rey.admin.ch/g/calendar.aspx
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/foreign/humsec.html
mailto:marc.george@eda.admin.ch
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Conciliation Resources
CR has launched a radio series in Azerbaijan looking at the lives of displaced
people and refugees. Monthly programs will run throughout 2005 as part of a
wider initiative to contribute to peace building in the Armenian-Azerbaijani con-
flict over Nagorny Karabakh.
Further information: Jonathan Cohen

The third in a series of seminars run by the University of Birmingham in partner-
ship with CR as part of the RIME project (Releasing Indigenous Multiculturalism
through Education) will be held in Gelendjik, southern Russia, May 27-30. The
seminar will bring together academics and practitioners from southern Russia,
the North Caucasus, Georgia and Abkhazia.
Further information: Rachel Clogg

EPLO
Two important statements have been made on behalf of the EU to the UN Secu-
rity Council: The „statement on small arms“ and the „statement on children and
armed conflict“.

FriEnt
FriEnt has adopted its Framework Program 05/06 setting out fields of activity
and overarching goals.

GTZ
The GTZ has now published online a conference report along with extensive
documentation on the international conference held early in the year in Berlin on
the theme „From Dealing with the Past to Future Cooperation – Regional and
Global Challenges of Reconciliation“.

On April 14 and 15, 2005 the „Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau“ (KfW) and „Sek-
torberatungsvorhaben Krisenprävention und Konfliktbearbeitung“ will be jointly
offering a two-day training course for the staff of their institutions designed to
give them a sound overview of the principal approaches to crisis prevention and
conflict transformation – with special emphasis on financial and technical coo-
peration. Further information: Claudia Laudwein and Christina Kükenshöner 

The training course entitled „Grundlagen der Krisenprävention und Friedensent-
wicklung (TK20)“ (Bases of crisis prevention and peace building) will be repea-
ted on April 4-8 at the Vorbereitungsstätte für Entwicklungszusammenarbeit in
Bad Honnef, Germany. Other dates for 2005: July 4-8, September 5-9, and Decem-
ber 5-9. To register, please contact renate.siebert@inwent.org.

Plattform Zivile Konfliktbearbeitung
The Platform’s web site has now published the report on the third one-day sympo-
sium of the „Offene Kooperation Qualifizierung“ forum on the theme „Qualifying
for civil conflict transformation (ZKB) – situation, trends and challenges, with an
emphasis on ZKB assignments abroad“.

International Partner Organizations

In this section, KOFF is

reporting on news from

ten international partner

organisations.

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Berghof-Center

Conciliation Resources

EPLO

European Platform for

Conflict Prevention

FriEnt

GTZ

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

Responding to Conflict

Unifem

mailto:rclogg@c-r.org
mailto:renate.siebert@inwent.org
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/deutsch/instrumente.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.respond.org/
http://www.unifem.org/
mailto:jcohen@c-r.org
http://www.eu2005.lu/en/actualites/discours/2005/02/1702unosmallarms/index.html
http://www.eu2005.lu/en/actualites/discours/2005/02/24unchildren/index.html
http://www.eu2005.lu/en/actualites/discours/2005/02/24unchildren/index.html
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Rahmenplan_extern.pdf
http://www.gtz.de/en/themen/uebergreifende-themen/krisenpraevention/5949.htm
http://www.gtz.de/en/themen/uebergreifende-themen/krisenpraevention/5949.htm
mailto:claudia.laudwein@gtz.de
mailto:christina.kuekenshoener@kfw.de
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/downloads/file501.pdf


A more secure world: Our shared responsibility. UN Report
of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change
The above report was commissioned by the UN Secretary-General and drawn up
by an international group of experts. It lists the current worldwide threats to peace
and security and assesses them along with ongoing efforts to counter them. It will
form the basis of recommendations for strengthening the UN.

The report calls for a comprehensive, collective security system based on the pre-
mise that the current threats (environmental degradation, access to weapons of
mass destruction, organized crime or terrorism) transcend national boundaries and
are intertwined and must be tackled at the global, regional and local levels.

The report puts forward sweeping proposals for UN reform. They concern mainly
the UN Security Council, but also the Commission on Human Rights and other UN
bodies. The proposals are intended to guarantee that the UN is able to play a
pivotal role in assuring peace and security to act coherently and effectively. What
is interesting from the standpoint of peace building is the call for a Peace Building
Commission to be set up within the UN. Its role would be to prevent States from
collapsing or going to war, and to support countries in transition from war to peace.

The report ascribes fundamental importance to development policy. It sees poverty
as a major cause of the current threats and takes the view that the furtherance of
development is of paramount importance in a collective security system.
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Events

This section lists several

events on the KOFF calen-

dar and on those of KOFF

member organizations.

Other pointers to events

and training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.

The Swiss Red Cross (SRC) will be holding a conference under the theme „Au
delà de la violence – conflits violents, soins et processus de réconciliation“ on
April 6 in Geneva.

In April, KOFF will be organising three different roundtable meetings in Berne:
Scheduled for April 7 are a discussion on Dealing with the Past with Dan Bar-On
under the theme „Trauma and reconciliation“, as well as a roundtable on Indo-
nesia. The Guatemala Roundtable on „The peace process and human rights“
will follow on April 8.

PBI Switzerland will be holding an orientation weekend in Solothurn, April 8-10.

The Iraq Social Center and Swiss Refugee Aid will be jointly staging the event
„Iraq –  Wohin?“ (Where is Iraq headed?) in Buchs/AG on April 9.

An exhibition will be running from April 14 to 25 at the Waaghaus in St. Gallen
on the topic „Women in the service of peace“.

The 2005 annual conference for NGO post-Beijing Coordination takes place on
April 16 in Berne. The topic will be: „Networks: Possibilities and limits of interna-
tional women’s and human rights instruments“.

Publications

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Link 

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.peacebrigades.org/switzerland/schweiz_kennenlernen.html
http://www.redcross.ch/activities/migration/news/065435261040/pdf/f/pdfMainF
http://www.kath.ch/pdf/isc_2005.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events_info.asp?event=207
http://www.postbeijing.ch/tagungen/index_tag.html
http://www.un.org/secureworld/
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo More Safety and Security for Missions Abroad. Guidelines of
Caritas Switzerland
Caritas Switzerland has drawn up an instrument designed to improve safety and
security for its personnel on missions abroad. The guidelines address institutional
questions and provide a wealth of practical tips for those on official travel. Inclu-
ded are practical explanations concerning risk analyses and security strategies,
communication, local security plans, emergency planning, evacuation and crisis
management (in the event of attack, sexual aggression, kidnapping, etc.), and
about behavior in risk areas. The guidelines are available in pocketbook format in
German and English.

swisspeace Working Paper 2/2005: A Silk Road to
Democracy. FAST Country Risk Profile Kyrgyztan
This working paper was prepared by FAST International, the swisspeace early war-
ning project, and contains a detailed analysis of current developments in Kyrgyz-
tan, without however taking into account the events which occurred in March.
According to the report, the country’s ethnic diversity and its history of interethnic
conflict pose a certain risk for ethnically motivated violence. Especially if ethnicity
were to be exploited irresponsibly by political actors for their needs, would this risk
arise. However, as the successful privatization of agricultural land proves, potenti-
al dangers can be eliminated if there is enough political will and, if necessary,
pressure from the outside.

Ordering of the

Guidelines:

Philipp Reber 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Link 

mailto:preber@caritas.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/publications/wp/WP_2_2005_Weyermann.pdf
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo ISN – International Relations and Security Network
The web portal of the ISN (International Relations and Security Network) is an
independent academic Internet platform that provides a broad range of high-qua-
lity, comprehensive products on security policy. These include a news service, an
events calendar and a full-text search function covering the leading international
relations web sites that have been verified by the ISN team. ISN is run by the
Center for Security Studies (CSS) of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich
(ETH Zurich) and is funded by the Swiss Confederation and ETH Zurich. To con-
stantly be able to provide the latest information, ISN works with partners throug-
hout the world. Among them are leading scientific institutions, think tanks, go-
vernmental and non-governmental organizations as well as media organizations.
swisspeace recently became an ISN partner. There are some 1.5 million visits to the
ISN web portal each month.

Web portal ISN

PublisherPublisherPublisherPublisherPublisher: Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) / swisspeace

AdressAdressAdressAdressAdress: Sonnenbergstrasse 17, CH - 3000 Bern 7

Tel: +41 (0)31 330 12 12; Fax: +41 (0)31 330 12 13

EditingEditingEditingEditingEditing: Lorenz Jakob / Philipp Thüler

Publication datesPublication datesPublication datesPublication datesPublication dates: The KOFF Newsletter appears in German, English and French on the first day of every month (except

1 August and 1 January). The newsletter is distributed electronically.

The KOFF is sponsored jointly by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and the following Swiss NGOs:
• Association pour la démilitarisation • Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Hilfswerke • BAHA’I • Bethlehem Mission Immensee  • Brot
für Alle • Brücke Le pont • Caritas Schweiz • CASIN • CIMERA • cfd • Fastenopfer • Fondation Hirondelle • Forum für
Friedenserziehung • Frauen für den Frieden Schweiz • Gemeinden Gemeinsam Schweiz • GSoA • HEKS • Helvetas • Infol-
Link.org • Intercooperation • International Association for Human Values • Interteam • Medienhilfe • Medico International
Schweiz • MIVA Switzerland  • Peace Brigades International • Peace Watch Switzerland • Quaker United Nations Office
• Schweizerische Flüchtlingshilfe • Schweizerischer Friedensrat • Schweizerisches Arbeiterhilfswerk • Schweizerischer
Katholischer Frauenbund • Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi • Schweizerisches Rotes Kreuz • Swissaid • World  Vision Switzerland
• Wartorn Societies Project (WSP) International • Terre des Hommes  Schweiz 

 

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.swisscoalition.ch/english/pagesnav/H.htm
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bethlehem-mission.ch/
http://www.ppp.ch/
http://www.ppp.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.casin.ch/
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/deutsch/welcome.html
http://www.info-link.org
http://www.info-link.org
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.interteam.ch/start.htm
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
http://www.peacebrigades.org/ch/
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/
mailto:thueler@swisspeace.unibe.ch

